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,  TO    THE    DEATit    O^ 

ELIZABETH. 

I 

hAkmOlOMEiV  THOMJS  DUHIGG,  E/qi 

JBARRISTBR.  AT    LAW.  ^ 

assistant  barrister  for  the  county  of  wexford, 
Librarian  to  the  honohrable  society  of  king's  inns. 

Si  In  foro  cf.ufas  dicenttbus  ncfas,  ut  iu  dixtriro»  videtur  cAV,  auUi| 

pTxMont  fa^a,    Judici  rem  expontre,    qoanto  .magis  ioterpretationem 

Ivomitteatibiis  incoovenieos  crit^  omifCa  initeis,.  :itque  origine  aoo  repetitt^ 

^tque  illotis  Qt  lU  dixcrixn,  maaibusy  protinus  materiam  iaicrpretatioaU 

tra^lare.  •         .»    ' 
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TO  HIS  ROYAL  HIGHNESS  THE 


DUKE    OF    KENT. 


# 
I 


•  •         •  « 

That  delicacy  which  prevents  me  from  paying 
proper  perfonal  compliments,  cannot  fttpprefs  feel- 
ings fuitable  to  the  High  honor  oft  being  permitted 
to  infcribc  to  your  Royal  Hignefs  the  History -of  the 
King's  Inks;  a  Work,  vrhich  originated  m  an  anx- 
ious wilh  to  uphold  the  joint  Copiftitution  of  both 
iflands,  and  to  prefefve  to  my  native  country  the 
undiminiflied  bleffings  of  Englifli  Law: 

Animated  by  the  preceding  principle, .  I  toiled 
through  a  darlt^  untrodden  paih^  nncoiintenanced  by 
the  foftering  fmiles  of  Government^  and  dreaded  by 
every  legal  jobber,  -  as  an  avowed  reformer,  whofe 
objeA  was  rather  to  check  future  abufes;  than  to 
animadvert  on  former  malpraftices.  By  the  mflu- 
ence  of  fuch  men,  the  King's  Inns  Remembrances 
were  reprefented  as  dangerous  criticifms,  which  muii 
inevitably  lead  to  an  immediate  modern  review.' 
Meandme,  honefi:  men  flobd  aloof,  pleafed  at  my 
progrcfs,  but  indifpofed  to  give  the  hovel  fyfteiri  any 
imprudent  fanclion,  or  pccfonal  fupport.  Thu?, 
unexpected  delay  led  to  a  fortunate  accident,  which 
give*  to  my  fceble^cfforts  a  Royal  Patron. 

A  a  One 


) 


tr  DEDlCAtlOt/. 

On^  painful  circumftancc  accompanies  the  pleaf^- 
Ing  event :  I  am  preclnded,  in  k  perfonal  aiddrefs, 
from  doing  jdftice  to  your  public  fpirit  and  pr6fef« 
iional  talents.  Thus,  what  fecures  humble  devo- 
tion, and  faithful  attachment  through  life,  enforces 
filence  at  the  prefent  moment.  However,  the  mili- 
tary habits  of  Irilhmen,  combined  with  th6  temper 
cjt  the  times,  render  your  fervices  completely  under- 
ftood.  My  countrymen  know  how  to  appreciate 
the  firmnefs  with  ^ich  a  Prince,  in  the  bloom  o£ 
youth,  exctianged  the  allurements  of  Londop,  and 
pleafures  of  fawly  connexion,  for  frozen  clhnes  or 

4  * 

tropical  heats ;  nor  probably  will  they  lefs  revere 
that  difpofition  which  leads  your  Royal  Highnefs  CD 
a  patronage  and  protection  of  Iriflx  Law. 

*  ■  *  "  * 

But,  Sir,  yo\£rf  dmily  are,  at  all  events; .  national 
property  ;  legal  habits,  therefore,  bind  and  warrant 
Tne  to  conned  the  Houfe  of  Brunfwick  with  the 
ConftitCition  of  Ireland.  It  would  be  afFe£hition  to 
ground  loyalty  on  ftronger  primiiples  than  patriot- 
ifm  and  felf-intereft ;  but  though  fach  feelings  form 
the  Iblid  ground-work,  gratitude  and  perfonal  afTeftion 
may  grace  the  fuperftfufture.  My  characters  of 
George  L  and  IL  ftahd  toufirmed  by  hifloric  evi- 
dence, and  form  a  general  opinion  among  the  Irifh 
people.  Can  any  clrcu^mftance  more  (Irongly  di& 
play  a  national  greatnefs  of  charaCler,*  than  this  af- 
fedionate  reverence  for  bravery,  honefty,  and  a  love 
tf  juflice  in  their  Kings  ?  Poffibly  i  portion  of 
patriot  feeling  pervades  profeffional  habits,  when  I 
^ffirm^  that  it  would  not  be  my  wiih  to  fee  com- 

ttiercial 


DEDICATION. 


I^erdal  purfuits,  howfyer  l^icrative,  fmother  th^ 
loartial  fpirit  of  my  countrymen.  Thus  fortified,  I 
am  proud  that  my  only  fon  is  fuftaining  tl^  ftandard 
of  £ngU(h  Empire  on  the  fcorched  foil  of  Sicily. 
Should  heev^i  fall  in  thatlnterefting  conteft,  Nature 
ihall  feel  ample  confolatipn,  whilft  revealed  religioa 
ti^us  far  dvals  the  philofopby  of  pagamfm,  as  to  eA« 
fible  a  father  to  thank  Heaven  for  fanctifying  his  lifa* 
\>y  a  glorious  death*  .  -i 

• 

Under  new  rifen  circumflances,  and  with  an  eye 
to  the  permanent  ftrength  of  thp  Britifh  Empire^ 
the  continuance  of  a  general  military  temper  ought 
Jo  be  encguraged.  Thus,  the  dipeient  parts  of  the 
l»dy  politic  will  refeiptJe  the  hutnan  fnrme/  ^nd  by 
ieparate,  but  correfpondent  exertioiy,  contribute  to 
general  fyrnrnetry  and '  ftrength. '  Without  SLUjiri* 
fended  offence  to  Britifh  felloW-fubjeigts,  or  even  fo- 
jeigners,  let  me*  affure  your  Royal  Highnefs,  that 
the  IriQi  peafantry  are  as  brave,  as  intelligent,  and 
as  capable  of  labour  or  induftry,  as  any  people  ii) 
Europe.     If  a  coward*  can  be  found  in  this  coun- 

♦  I  Hiuft  be  permitted  to  illuflratc  thjs  temper  of  Iriftmcn 
by  thai  ancient  language^  and  poflibly  from  the  obfervation,  af- 
certain  the  originul  piotto  of  the  Prlnccg  of  Wales.  The  IrilTi 
cxprcfa  courage  by  the  word  gooJ^  or^  as  it  fpells  tn  that  lanl 
guage,  bomou^f  quiefcent  letters  render  |t|  t^s  Itteraify  uttered^ 
as  uiuDtdligible  to  an  Jrl/h  fcholar^  as  ^rench  treated  in  the 
ianie  manner  woul4  be  to  a  native  of  ^Paru  or  of  Blots.  Whep 
^  coward  is  defcribedy  the  Mihjtans^  or  ancient  Irifh^  fay,  oujf 
Pfdre  Moucha  un  te  ea^  that  is,  hfiit  a  quiet ^  or  tame  man  y  for  the 
f€rfe3ion  of  goodnefty  in  the  opinion  of  fuch  warriors,  coofifled 

xo 
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Vl  pt^lCATIOir. 

try,  it  is  not  amomg  the  lower  clafe }  "^th  them  cbij* 
pgc  isj  indeed^  a  rolgar  virtue.     Their  peacefti| 

paftimes 

in  militftry  talcnta*  and  tamenefs  or  qqietxi^fs  iras  fvppofed  t^ 
^w  from  4  want  of  animal  courage. 

f  «  •  4 

The  tomb'  of  the  Black  Prince  has  the  words  Icb^  Dten^  9c 
Itmout  i  the  two  former  were  well  es^plamed  by  a  poor  Wclchn 
man  :  See  tbc  man.  The  affinity  of  the  Weleh  and  IrH^ 
to^gwt^i  if  they  are  not  of  ai^  original Jlcci^  often  give  to  the  fame 
words  a  (imjlar  fneanipg  j&  Irifli.  HcrnotH  was  miftakea  for 
German,  Mr.  G^ugh,  in  his  Sepulchral  JuIonumaftSf  accpratel^ 
|tates  thefe  matters,  tuit  ventures  on  no  opinion  of  his  own. 
The  Wclchman  was  right  in  the  gcticral  application,  yet  gave 
SO'  explanation  for  tomout.  As  it  was  not  in  Welch  i^Aionaries; 
thai  'word  hafedihe'  iffoiSu  of  eril^tcl  eiymphgy.  My  ittoilitttiMi 
it  iyppofne^  c^nffl^  and  nmural^  wcU  known  at  the  fatrg  of 
BalljmifioeandlFifferary.  Thus*  *'  the  rude  Twain  trefids  daily 
on  it  with  his  clouted  (boon  j"  but  when  difplayed  in  Romati 
letters t  or  bfirbanfed  hy  founds  plain  language  fecms  to  requiri 
fbe  aid  of  ^a  antiquariani  and  lin^ui(|.   '    - 

'  • .  r  I- 

AU  Iriih-  writeis,  of  Eitglifl^  defcetxt^  have  hitherto  labourc^ 
wdcr  a  radical  ignorance  of  the  Iri/htonguCi  whilft  Milcfian  chroi 
niders  .darken  undoubted  truths  by  the  blended  tiiTue  of  vanity 
and  fable.  Solar  advice  is  therefore  ufeful»  in  medio  Tuti/Jimui 
ibis  :  fuch  at  Icaft  (hall  be  my  (Icady  purfuit  in  the  Third  Part  of 
this  iVorbf  v^hich  is  intended  to  make  ffifory  and  Laiv  illuf- 
trate  each  'other,  ^nd  refer  for  authority  or  explanation  to  th$ 
mi&ed  languages  of  our  diifcrentaoceftors,      ^ 

Vinegar  hittf  in  the  County^of  Wexford^  (at  the  foot  of  whicH 
I  have  fo  often  adminiflered  juflicc)  bears  a  root  of  derivatioQ 
^inknown  to  any  native,  njuith  whom  I  ever  eo^verfed.  Flowing 
from  Englifh,  it  hflat  nfinfenfe^  or  has  no  inteBgible  meaning.  In 
Iri(h,  ckamefs  and'correSnefs  mark  its  derivation^  and  mean  0«;- 
^nenegar  Knoci,  the  Sharp  Hill  of  the  River :    variation  iot^ 

ipngh% 


j)aiHmes  bear  aa  linage  of  war*  Sealbned  by  i:U« 
mate  to  an  happy  healthfuln^s  of  conftitudon,  and 
by  ftate  of  life  to  vigoroua  toil$,  they  are  enabled^ 
prith  equal  eafe  and  fecuri^^  to  endure  the  fcorch- 
ing  heats  cf  E^pt,  or  tkp  chilling  colds  of  Canada^ 

This  clais  of  men  cQmpIetely  referable  what 
Vegedus  vofiid  .wijh  a  RtOcoan  army  to  coniHt  of^ 
^^  Rv^iFa,  Plebsi  Qu$  Ub  divo  &  in  Iabofibu$ 
eimtritur,  foJis  ptf icQ$,  umjbrs  negligens,  b^lne- 
9Tum  Bdtia^  (jifiliqi^  jgo^ra,  fimplex  animi,  parvo 
iHpnteata^  4jiiratis  ad  oianei^  j[^ix>rum  tolerantianji 
inembris.V  Such  ve^e  the  fpldijsrs  whjch  an  exr 
perifcac^  aiment  defer ibed,  as  jsnabled  to  fuQ:ain  o^r 
extend  mpire.  Had  that  9»an  knowQ  th£s  country, 
{iatgacity  wo^ld  d^red  hiqi  to  ^ecomfiend  large  drafts 
^om  Iri/b  burlers^  as  the  fitteft  (in  the  opinion  of 
Atarfl^  S^f )  to  eSeft  a  retreat^  or  to  tak^  and 
lleftroy  a  routed  £6^^ 

^ucb 

JEnglifli  for^  it  in  an  inftant ;  the  former  part  Uiomngj  by  an 
cafj'  tran6tion,  Vinegar^  and  Knock  is  HUL  The  courfe  of  the 
Sidney,  and  its  local  pojxtion^  put  the  matter  ftili  more  beyond 
dottbt.  Let  me  add,  that  th$  Injh  language  ia  totally  unknown 
among  the*  Wexford  ptafaniryj  who  even  affed  to  defpKe  the 
andait  I^ijjh.  But  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  i%  firmly  adhered 
to»  and  appears  to  the  inquifitive  or  attentive  obferver  in  a 
thoufacd  inftanccs ;  one  muft  however,  for  the  ^efcnt,  fojftcc  .• 
Tht  patronfolnt  of  the  diocefe  of  Ferns  Is  a  commoner  Chrit- 
tian  name  than  Patricia  and  even  in  that  word  the  variance  of 
found  from  letters  muft  aftoniih  the  Engliih  foholar  ;  it  is  com- 
poted  of  the  folbwiog.  fyllables-:  Maidougeck^  but  founds,  by 
^ufrfcdfcef  M<^ef  and  pcpple  gerfedlly  ignorant  conceive,  that 
Mofes  is  its  correal  Englidi  tranflation^  which  is  not  the  cafe. 


VUi  PZJ}JCA,TX0K. 

'  Such  alfo  were  the  habife/exercifes,  and  forbeari 
ances»  which  entitWd  a  man  in  the  opiniojl  of  ant 
Irifli  annalHl  and  lawyer,  to  rank  as  a  warlike 
foldier,  ^'  Bellicofus  quidem  ille  miles  haberi  debe* 
tur,  qui  fudo  &  udo  cask)  aptus  eQ;>  qiii  ad  omnes 
labores  impiger  invenitur,  qui  famem  pro  condi- 
.  nierito,  nafturtium  ptb  dbo, '  huiiium  pro  cubili, 
arbuftum  pro  tabernaculo  habet/'  If  national  tem- 
per is  roeafurecl  by  thfe'^oint  feelings  of  writers  and 
inhabitants,  the  Irifli  charafter  ftands-  confeftj 
Ihough  party  malevolence  has^  fo  often  exhibited 
the  inhabitants  of  this  country  in  diflferent  and  dei 
grading  colbiirs.'  Let  experienced  generals  and 
enlightened  (latefmen  mould  fuch  machinery  td 
proper  purpafes.  and  the  wife  fyftem  wiH  give  tq 
our  empire  eno|eafed  and  immortal  ftrength,  ; 

However,  your  Highnefs,  and  your  Royal  Bro- 
thers, muft  take  the  lead  in  this  great  movement, 
the  reft  of  his  l\^jefty's  fubjefts  may  becdm  foldiers^ 
but  it  is  the  fixt  inheritance  of  Britijh  Princes,  an cf 
peculiarly  appficable  to  .  tlie  Houfe  of  Brunfwick. 
Animated  by  fup,l^  feelin^5,  a  brother  of  the  prefent 
Duke  felt  from  ^  mortal  wound  no  greater  pain, 
than  that  a  premature  death,  precluded  him  from 
indXilging  a  full  meafiire  of  military  exertion.  That 
gallant  Prince  had  a  triie  relifli  for  fame,  and  merits 
to .  be  refcued  from  obliviont  X^tx  his  glory  thea 
go,  far  as  thefe  fe^bje  pages  may  reachy  and  animate  perr 
fons  of  inferior  rank  ioftvfiilars  heroifm.  Britifli  Princes 
peed  not  look  abroad  for  example,  every  period  of 
qur  Hiftory  exhibits  their  predeceffors  fupporting 
•         •'  nation^ 


pEDIQATIOK.  x^ 

padonal  independence,  or  bravely  perifhing  ia  \t^ 
Tuft  d^ence*  , 

Edward  thePlrft  and  Third,  thus  repeatedly  rlfque4 
life ;  and  the  former  in  the  field  refcued  his  fsuher 
from  captivity.  As  if  wifdom  and  (;ourage  foi'me4 
the  joint  attributes  of  a  Br^dih  moi^archy,  thQ 
deigns  •  of  thefe  great  Princes  are  remarkable  fqrthe 
vdfdom  •  of  avil  in^tuticn^j  and  thus  prefent  ^  joint 
infttuCtion  to  the  Lawyer,  Statefman,  and  Soldier^ 
Edward  th0  Thkd  was  from  youth  unable  to  dit 
charge  a  Kke  duty  to  his  haplefe- iather ;  however, 
the  name  afKent  ihines  through  that  affeding  Ic^ne, 
with  a  luftre  tirAarniJhed  by  smisfortuhe  ;  which  cir-» 
cumftance  iiiiggefts  an  ardent  /wifli,  that  with  equal 
virtue,  but  an  happier  fate,  you  may  long  prop  4) 

father' Sy  andJinaUy^  a  bratber^s  throne^ .  .     , 

•  .     .         .   ■  » 

Edward  the  Tiiird,  refembles  in  length  of  reign, 
excellence  of  private  as  well  as  public  charafter, 
and  number  of  children,  your  Royal  Eather«  Eacl) 
too  was  equally  fortunate  in  an  eldeft  fbn,  A 
prince  of  Wales  then  prefented  at  the  foot  of  an 
Englifli  tbrpne,  a  conquered  King,  in  our  time,  h^s 
fiiccefibr  humbly  folicited,  in  fuitable  ran|:,  to  tefift:. 
the  approach  of  invafion;  from  which  he  mig^J  ; 
return  with  complete  viftory,  or  meet  a  glorio^ - 
^eatb.  sTbJis  exertipn  of  family  feeUng,  and  pefc- 
fonal  pofition,  has  fecured  the  refped  of  foreigq 
nations,  and  the  grateful  affections  of  all  his  fellowr 
(hbjeds.     . 


i .  .c 
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.  Ilie  vifilom  of  Eoglifli  law  attl^cbea  to  pf  kictl^ 
I'ank    dignified    danger,    or    political  toiU.     His 
Majefly's  cbnduft  in  the  difpofal  of  fons,  illuftrates 
the    principle    by   a  permanent  commentary.    The 
^eaprable  defence  or  e^^tenfion  of  empire  is  cqn« 
ligned  to  them^  whenefay  perfect  filial  duty  become^ 
coincident  with  th6  puxeit  patriotifm*    Yet  Ireland 
feema  deprived  of  s^  gratificatiooy   in  my  bwnUf  . 
6fimo»y  highly  merited  hy  the  courage^,  gimerofity, 
and  loyalty  of  }ier  jofaabitsnts.    Are  the  prejudices 
of  dark  agesf  to  influence  us  by  hereditary  yi|i|Eation? 
Shall  no  Princie  of  the  Bk^od  ^  Hlovfei  to  hold 
fupren\e  inilitary  command,  or  b^conje  the  repre-» 
fentative  of.  Majefty  m  thi&  iufuk^  country  f  Yet 
!Bvh»t  fellow  fubje^  could  dif(;b9rg4s  the  duties  of 
Mtber  (tatiqn  vith  more  mdj£pieadea<;e,  ^e,  or  effefl:, 
An  added  collateral  grievance  alfo  thres^tens  us  under 
^ha, Union  A(i^  whereby  it  feems  doubtful^  whether 
the'fons  of  our  Sovereign  can  >'Ote  for  r^prelfex;it3live  * 
peer?.    However,  the  Kouf<^  of  Lords  will  (Ihope} 
not  render  a  legiflative  ena^ment  neceflary,   but 
vindicate  tbe  fpirit  and  knowft  fsHi^  of  both  coviiU^ 
.  tries  againfl  inaccuracy  $r  W^Jfm^ 

Thia  circutnftance  naturally  le^ds  me  to  reaiark 
1^  what  manner  the  heir  ^  and  vounger  branches  of 

youf 

f  As  %vf  firll  wiili  has  been,  and  iliall  be  through  life,  to 
uphold  the  .charadlfir  of  the  K'lng^  or  Lis  tlefctndants^  the  met 
Cage  rclaUve  to  the  younger  branches  of-  the  Royal  Faiiiily^ 
mtrits  explanation  or  luppurt,  even  in  i/ju  dijlant  andfuiqn&jaie 
ff^cthQii^     Firft,  as  to  the  Prhice  of  Ji^aUs  :  The  landed  r^'venuc 

of 
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your  iwguft  Hon^,  have  been  treated  or  reeog* 
fHkd  bj  the  law  of  Ireiand^  in  point  of  p-opertyt 

• 

of  ti)ftt  greftt  Perfonigv  U  &at«d  to  be,  in  tii  ifoth  Edward  JIJ^ 
Dtttcky  of  Cornwall.  341  jl.  iSs.  $A.  The  Earldom  of  Chct 
tcr,  1654I.  gs.  8i  and  the  Principality  of  Wales,  4681L  128. 5d» 
Total,  9792I.  OS.  6d.  In  1766,  Blackflone  ftatjss,  as  ai| 
Wvjhttthn  of  forty  JHuIUng  freeboldst  that  fuch  fujn  in  Henry 
Vlth'a  lime,  was  equal  to  twenty  pounds  at  the  time  he  wrote ; 
Vy  tl^U  laoderatc  c4lcul«tioo,  the  Prmce's  beredittry  iocomf 
WMf  or  ftioiM  be,  worth  in  iy6|5,  the  anaval  fum  of  97,9354* 
5s.  8d.  X^et  that  be  but  doubled  at  this  moment,  aud  his  jiiA 
claim  caa  he  afc^rt^iacd  at  a  net  income  of  i95,$4ol.  is. 

Compare  alfo  the  4iff'Cren(!e  between  a  naked  annuity,  ao4 

p«wer  ariiingf  from  ancient  landed  fropcicty*  <  }:iad  bia  Koyal 

tiigbnefs  ibe  Corm/h  infiue^e  as  U  ^Ofid  m  Eimard^^  time,  ks 

^feraiioh  (were  he  capable  of  folicilatwn)  would  throw  great 

)jght  upoo  the  fubje4^  in  a  Miaifier^t  cjt    ^as  to  the  confequenc^ 

of  the  Weleh  or  CheOure  inheritances,  (exdu^ve  of  parh'amen^ 

tary  ftcength)   ]^o^  Prut's  fpeech   (fl6wing  from  an  bonefi^ 

iuUgbiened  ^nd  palrsoiic  nane)  rtiay  be  confuked  for  illiiftratiog 

or  additional  ftrength.'  As-  to  the  right  of  his  Royal  Highnefii 

to  the  accumulated  amount  during  a  minority^  let  me  fpeak  ai 

a  Lawyer  with  the  freedom  of  lifioric  triubf  and  therefore^  | 

*  bope,  withttttt  offence*     The  Stat,  of  Henry  VI*  Tccites  htf 

pharter  to  the  Prince,  ia  which  there  is  a  clauCe,  That  the  Kiog 

ihould  have  the  revenues,  until  the  Prince  attained  tbe  age  o^ 

fourteen  years.     In  fi^rtber  confirmatioQ  of  eo^iiUag  law,  tbf 

(Charters  of  Henry  VI.  and  VII.  give  livery  to  the  ^princes  of 

the  Dutchy,  at  the  day  of  their  nativity,  as  if  of  f^U  ag^t 

and  the  King  is  bound  to  make  them  livery  thereof;     £vea 

when  the  Sovereign  aliened  any  part  of  (aid  Dutchyi  kadf 

Ipvere  givco  and  confirmed  in  excbangc  "  '  .>  ' 

Thefrecedutg  ohfervations  need  no  tonufienff  they  are  the  unnpeaU 
fd^LsLta  of  England f  were  the  meafurc  a  huny,  and  regulated 

^        by 
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I  can  trace  but  one  appearance  of  fuch  attachment 
W  a  Prince  of  Wales  in  the  perfon  of  Edward  the 
Black  Prince,  which  grant  was  perfonal,  and  not  to 
faim  as  heir  of  the  Crown.  A  power  of  alienation 
0ierefore,  enabled  his '  unfortunate  fon,  to  c6nfef 
the  property  on  Be  Vere  Duke  <f  Irelafid.  This 
9l7UiIion  may  be  however  accounted  for  by  our  de- 

leftivq 

bf  the  comparative  price  of  necefiariefty  a  few  extrafts,  from 
atcdrate  attthors,  will  proVe  it  per&£tly  juftifiable.  In  1379; 
two  years  after  the  50/A  Edward  III.  Wheat  w^BfoyrJhilli^tfet 
quarter.  White  Wmeji^t pence  a  galiouf  Red  Wine  ^.  In  1 382, 
a  tun  of  Wine  not  to  be  more  than  4T.  In  1504,  Wheat  53.  8d« 
per  Quarter.'  Edward  I.  promifes*  loool.' dowry  to  his  wife 
^leanor^  fliould  he'  die  whilft  Prince ;  and  if  (he  comes  to  b^ 
l^en^  adds  500'Marks^  more.  'Edward  I.  pl-omifes  to  hit 
daughter-in-lawy  j^^^fiil^y  4500/.  fer  annum.  In  i  j3o»  Joan  of 
Oxford,  nurfe  to  'the  Black  Prince,  had  a  penfidn  of  lol.  per 
Intiufe.  Tli'c  prefent  Prince  of  Wales's  nurfe,  has  260I.  a 
year  for  fimilar  fervices ;  nor  do  I  defire  a  fuller  compenfatioq 
|br  the  Royal  Heir,  •    -  ^ 

This  great  Pcrfonage  facrificed  his  rights  to  the  public.  I 
tan  admire  that  noblenefs  of  mind;  but  think  it  both  legal 
iind  honed  to  a/certain  the  amount.  Were  the  meafure  a  matter 
of  conteft'l  it  could  be  farther  defended  by  allowances  to '  inter- 
lining Heirs  of  the  Crown.  As  to  fituation',  the  Prince  of 
WsJcs  is  bound  by  dignity  of  ftatiori  to  rewprd  indigent  worthy 
to  relieve  or  Ugbten  unnieritid  miiforfune,  to  encourage  arts^  manu^ 
faSureSf  and  Bterature'i  and  to  promote  national  intered  through 
various  channels  produQive  of  extenjive  eiCpence  j  embarraflments' 
faulting  from  fuch  exertions  difplay  purer  perfonal  merit,  and 
f  orrefpond  more  ftrongly  with  the  political  duty  of  that  great 
Perfoo,  than  the  mod  fuccefsful  purfuit  of  commerce,  or  bounds 
lefs  accumvilation  of  wealth.  .    .1    < 
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r'  t     1     '  If,  .  •.    ^       • 

fe^ve  legal  proviiiods^  and  the  ]^l&:ulia*  fitnation 
df  In^d. 

Until  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  the  title  of 
Lord  only  appertained  to  the  Sovereign;  it  was 
therefore  improper  that  tlie  name  of  Prince  fliould 
occur  among  the  acknowledged  ranks  of  ibciety. 
Since  that  period,  no  Sovereign,  fava  James  I.  faw 
his  fon  attain  the  full  age  of  manhood,  until  the 
year  1714.    This  may  account  for  the  neglefl!  with 

ear  apparent  has  been  treated  by  the 
Legiilature  of  Ireland,  or  iuperintending  influence 
6f  an  £nglifli  Cabinet.  The  Irilh  pofition  of  that 
great  charafter  refembled  internal  taxation  & 
enforced  by  a  foreign  Le^fiatiire— it  was  bidire^^ 
hit  Jevere ;  yet  no  part  of  his  Majeft/s  domnions 
would  feel  more  manly  zele  to  uphold  in  proper 
independence  the  reprefentctiive  of  bis  namei  bit 
honors y  or  bis  fortune  i 

From  the  acceffion  of  the  houfe  of  Tudor,  nb 
fecond  fon  of  an  Engliih  Monarch  graces  the  hi£- 
ioric  page,  until  the  reign  of  Charles  IL ;  James  IL 
is  then  prepmPed  to  ottr  vieiv^  whofe  mifconduft 
was  ecjual  to  his  misfbttiines  ;  and  aj^)ears  with  un* 
common  guilt  in  the  acquifition  of  Irijb  property. 
Meantime,  from  the  acceilion  of  the  Houfe  of 
Brunfwick,  penfions  extremely  moderate  indeed  form 
the  Irijh  appennage*  of  Princes  of  the  blood.     A 

parliamentary 

•  Evciy  well  framed  conditution  contains  within  itfeify  a 
priociple  of  renoviitioQ  and  retlewi  which  perfeAipn  flimef 

With 
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^Hamentaiy  iiitereft  bfttn  eitotts  £r6m  the  ^i^-^ 
tvldes  of  Gavernment  almpter  and  more  permaBcsnt 

proviiion  i 

irkh  peculiar  luftre  in  tbe  Ehglifli  codc^  whether  we  conGder 
Its  opetatton  with  foreign  nations,  or  in  domeftic  concerns.  A 
iiegleft  of  the  Ro^al  Vne  Would  be  a  great  anomaly,  whilft 
the  ranJL  anVi  xntereft  of  every  other  dafs  is  watched  with  fuch 
iBsi(M2s  care.  Refident  f^rincres  muft  be  thereby  lA  a  nu>re  dc^ 
.graded  pofiiioiH  than  thofe  whofe  convifnienee  led  them  to  re- 
fide  in  foreign  countries.  But  neither  £ngli(h  Hiftpry  nof* 
Xaw  warranted  the  variation  by  precedent  or  fa6i. 

Ireland  affords  an  inffance  in  the  fettlement  of  thh  coutHrf 
kpm  yohn^  whofe  acceffion  to  the  Englifh  Crown  worked  a  gteatf 
kingdom  to  its  oHgmal  political  poiition.  A  matter,  pl^io  in 
hfelf,  is  darkened  by  applying  the  maxims  of  one  age  to  the 
pra6tice  of  another  j  but  I  believe  it  is  pretty  clear,  that  a 
Prince  wfcof  pafled  to  the  Crown  by  ufurpation,  wolild  not  part 
with  Ireland  but  by  conqucft.  Such  was  the  provJfion  made 
by  a  bra^cand  wife  King  for  a  younger  fon.  Henry  III.  was  ex- 
tremely bountiful,  and  by  permanent  property  to  his  fon.  Edward 
1.  not  UJtfo  ;  and  Kent^s  daughter  was  fo  wealthy,  as  to  bear 
i^  name  of  Ae  Fmr  Maid  of  Kent,  An  intermarriage. with 
/ellow-fubjeds  formed  another  foQrcc  of  cxtcnfivc  wcdth.  1 
am  merely  (tating  fafts,  and  not  prefuming  to  direft  or  arraigrf 
t'he  counfcls  6f  my  Sovereign,  but  fo  far  to  juftify  his  patriot- 
ifm»  wiOdoniy  itA  goodneb,  fo  afflvibjg  to  the  Royal  YixtuXj  aa 
adequate  iqeome.' 

The  Tudon  could  not  manlfcft  their  own  or  the  national 
temper  in  the  provifion  of  younger  branches  who  had  reached 
the  age  of  maturity.'  Charles 'II.  allowed,  or  permi'tted  the 
Duke  of  York  to  pofleis  an  income  of  ioo,oool.  per  annunw 
Queen  Anne,  when  Princefs,  had  56,0061.  per  annUm,  but 
ihe  was  prefumptive  Heir— 3/0  are  all  the  younger  Iranchet^  to  a* 
ccruia  degree.  WiUtam  Duke  of  Cumberland  had  ij,ooo/^r 
4mnm^  prtvious  to  (bt  battle  of  CuUodea.    HoM  iaadcfu^ie 
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pTbyn&on }  I  muft  diereibre  explain^  by  ancieBt  hif^ 
toiy^  in  what'  manner  the  peconiary  eafe  and  petSo^ 
ml  honor  of  thofe  diftinguiihed  fiibjefld  was  at- 
tended to.  In  cIbs  view,  tb6  rdga  ci  Edward  IIL 
cbtnides  icTdf  upon  ^obferYacion :  whilft  his  heir 
ms  upholding  &e  ilrd&gth  of  Government  at  home,* 
or  rendefii^  it  ilkcftfioas  iqpoa  the  Caatiaeot^ 
younger  £3lis  of  that  great  Mooarch  weK  configoed 
to  }Sttt  fitfreme^  ciiH^  ormiiiUiry  adminyiratim  pf  Ir€* 
land.    Mor  is  any  page  of  domeftic  hiftory  mpve 

Aroagfy  marbod  for  the  j^urify  md  viffur  of  internal 

» 

ihe  proprffdpnwfitm  I  yhich  I  do  Bot  mean  to  cntictfe»  hot  to 
exhibit  ks  modMtitioa  a»  a  iat»r  .pf  joint  merit  m  his  hhj/^'^ 
ffl  the  Prinees^  and  Mimfiert,  An  advocate  for  political  cpco- 
fiomy  I  have*  ever  bieen,  but  not  upon  points  wluch  would 
eil^cr  diCgnct  our  NatioDy  or  degrade  the  Govcrmnent.  It 
inixft  be  tbicrefore  my  wfih  to  fee  a  miSan^riufedy  and  its  interoft 
applied  in  equal  portions  to.  tbe  Royal  Dukes ;  fueh  income 
ihould  be  annexed  to  tbe  inheritors.  Be  tbe  above  fum-  the 
'  Irifli  fepaiate  quota.  Lands  were  fo  fettled  by  the  rules  of 
ancient  Law^  and  stnnuities  by  the  wifdom  of  raodeiii  Parlia- 
ment on  particular  titles. 


A  legal  edncation  can  aloife  enable  Brittmt  or  Iri/kntiH  to  af- 
certain,  with  accuracy  and  precifiony  -the  various  fources  of' 
ancient  Royal  revenue^  and  tbe  eafe  which  accrues  to  the  fub« 
jcft  from  the  Crown^s  abandonment  of  fuch  prerogatives,  by 
the  adoption  of  a  Civil  liift  income.  Thefe  are  my  fentimcnt«j»" 
at  a  Lawyer,  and  a  refident  in  Ireland.  But  Londoners  can 
unite  an  honeft  fclf-intereft  with  juftice  and  patriotifii);— among; 
them  the  income  is  to  be^fpenti  by  which  fo  many  iodi* 
iridoals  of  an  opulent  clab  will  be  benefitted,  and.  the  comfqrts 
ef  independence  and  eafe  admin  iflered  to  a  multitude  of  thr 
poorer  fort,  tbut  refcucdfrom  huvltabU  tJUnefs  or  want. 
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gov^mmem^  eir  the  htMane  gallantry  cf  iiariihi  entet^ 
prlfe. 


\   \ 


Shall  the  r^motel  deifendencies  of  empire  occa^i 
fionally  enjoy  the  falutary  proteftion  d£  oiir  Princes^ 
and  be  abimated  to  heroifm  or  loyalty  by  Royal  pr§^ 
fence^  precept^  or  exar^l&i  wblUE  a  great  and  ancient 
kingdom  meets  pfbfcriptibn  ffom  that  great  benefit* 
Thus,  Sir,  we  fee;  that  our  fup'erior  and  boafted  ci« 
tilifation  yields,  in  the  preceding  inftance,  to  the 
^ftremonlou's  fuperllition,  and  irregular  legiflation  of 
Edward's  days»  Yet  oiie  permanent  connexion  was. 
formed  at  that  period,  which  gives  to  your  Royal 
Highnefs  the  antiqtUty  of  Milefian,  defcent.  Your  h^ 
mily  Imeage  call  be  thus  tra6cd  throtigh .  every  foil 
in  Europe^  jbr  your  yeiiis  are  fillfcd  with  the  Blood  of 
ell  her  Kings.  Errors  of  poJjcy.  are  never  more  over- 
looked by  a  brave  people,  than  when  they  proceed 
from  a  fpirit  of  conquefl:*  Thus,  the  fuccejfes  ^ 
Edward  and  Henry  muft  confirm  the  fervrtude  or 
dependence  of  EngldHd,  though  an  attdntion  to  Ire- 
land and  its  inhiibitajits  woul^  unite,  by  indiiToIuble 
ties,  the  frame  of  an  infular  enipirq^  whicli  (thank. 
Heaven!)  is  capable  of  exercifing  the  moft  wtbotauied 
commereej  ot  of  fdftaining  permanent  and  indepien* 
dent  ftreDfgth  from'  internal  irefources* 

But  Ireland  feemed  doomed  to  a  diverfified  pol^ 
ileal  fcenery,  and  to  oppreluon  or  deceit  in  each 
mofaic  movement.  Unwarranted  and  unfufpended 
war  ftains  the  period  of  Plantagenet  chivalry.  R^ 
Ggious  dilfention  inflamed  the  temper  of  the  Tu- 
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dorS)  whilii  unreDiUted  att^tcks  upoh  iivil  free/hrh 
wui  private  property  milled  the  milder  genius  of  the 
Stuarts.  This  melascholy  fucceflioh  fcaroe  admit* 
ted  of  ^joriety  or  aggravaiimi  howeycr^  unfeeling 
consDlercial  monopoly^  and  illegal  legiilative  fupre- 
macy  completed  the  ii^ll  meaflire  of  human  poverty 
and  fervkude  {  a  tame  acqiiiefcence  to  the  preceding 
prafUces  could  not  be  relied  upon ;  fufpicion  on  the 
part  of  Government  enforced  tyrannic  devices ;  Law 
Was  perverted,  and  Religion  ftained  ^irith  perfecu- 
tUm ;  internal  dij^entiphs  coiti)}ofed  and  confirmed 
(bite  pradices,  which  unerring  poHtical  caiifes  pro-^ 
duced  ri(4y  revalt^  or  rebefHoH.  Mark  the  fuccefifid 
reftdt  as  to  internal  pditi^cd  fr^e^dom  or  ^fieiblijbed  law. 
The  IcyaliA's  fingular  and  fevete  teward  vi^as  a  de* 
gradation  pf  his  country,  ^^nd  a  legiijative  denial  of 
thefe  prtncipies  v^hiiJi  fpfim  the  heartilrings  of 
Engtiih  law,  or  are  the  ancient  aod  undoubted  in^ 
heritance  of  this  a^i^cd  people* 

But,  Sir,  let  ine  turn  from  this  gloomy  fcenr, 
equally  ruinous  to  the  ftrength  of  empire,  and  dif- 
gtacefal  to  the  \v>m^.  of  both  countries,  to  the 
rdgn  of  your  hon0  and  iUif/ifious  Father*  The  vices 
of  former  times  have  been  wifely  abahdoned,  and 
Engliih  law,  thc/apiefit  nurfe  of  artf  and  arms^  re- 
forted  to  and  revered.  Where  abufes  exift,  they 
can  be  accurately  traced  to  particuljir  incidental 
caufes,  and  contradifl:  not  the  general  fpirit  of 
his  Government.  Beiides,  ftcady  perfeverance  wiU 
mildly  abolifh  fuch  aberrations,  and  infeniibly  aili- 
milate  the  feelings  of  every  fubjecl  to  a  common 

b  intercft^ 
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intereil.  With  undoubted  good  wifhes  to  every 
part,  the  feat  of  nativity  or  reiidence  is  the  true 
fphere  of  a  man's  duty.  Under  this  imprejfton^  I  fee 
the  ftrength  of  Government^  and  profperity  of  Irei 
land  move  in  focial  contaft,  ^nd  this  regeneration 
has  commenced,  and  continued  from  the  accef- 
fion  of  George  IIL  His  Majefty  alfo  meets  an 
adequate  reward  in  improved  financej  increaling 
population,  and  confirmed  loyalty. 

Repubiicanifm  has  had  a  foil  ftruggld,  its  deluded 
or  interefted  votaries  feem  heartily  cured  of  their 
attachment  or  hop6s.  Yet  amid  the  fury  of  an  in-< 
veterate  foreign  war,  afid  the  'progrefs  of  domeftic 
difaffeflion,  due  homage  was  paid  to  perfonal  virtue, 
and  no  flanderotfti  reflexion  ever  direfted  againfl: 
our  Sovereign.  It  has  long  been  my  humble  opini- 
on, that  as  a  fini^  hujbarid^  and  father ^  his  worth 
tranfcends  all  poffible  praife  j  however  oflfenfive  the 
verfatile  craft,  or  prefumptuous  corruption  of  minif- 
ters  may  occafionally  exhibit  the  Government. 
Therefore  when  loyalty  animated  me,  in  early  lifcj 
to  report  and  criticife  an  tittanimotu  detifion  of  the 
King^s  Bencb^  wd,  according  to  fole^nn  convidlion^ 
arraign  the  Judges  oi perfonal  corruption  br  legal  igno^ 
rOnce^  that  fituation  rather  led  me  to  view  the  SovC'^ 
reign  with  added  refpeft :  For  oppofition  appear^ 
a  defenfive  armour,  which  ought  equally  to  fhidd 
the  Monarch  and  the  Conilitution,  and  ever  enforce 
this  fahitary  precept^  "  That  the  one  cannot  be  ftruck 
at  without  wounding  the  other.** 

WifheS 
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Wiflies  expreffed  in  the  fervour  of  manhood  re- 
iceive  undoubted  flre^gith  Jrom  the  reflexions  of 
twenty  year$.  $uch  fettled  feftdments  nuift  be 
therefore  jipplied  vith  peculiar ,  prppiiety  upon  the 
prefenc  occafion,  *t  Afiay  hk  Majefty  iQng  live  to 
exercife  vdth  undiipiniihed  dignity,  the  prerogatives 
annexed  to  his  f  ^Jilted  ftadon ;  prerogatives  whicb»  ^ 
like  the  i^frpfHj^^  dews  from  Hi^ayen,  (bed  benefi- 
cence around,  and  contribute  to  tfee  fqfurity  of  our 
dearefl:  rights.  But  when  Providence  ihall  ordain 
that  an  end  be  put  to  his  anxious  toils  for  the  pi^b-* 
lie  good,  may  his  iucceffor,  mature  in  years,  and 
emulous  of  fo  endearing  an  example,  feel  the  care^ 
of  Royalty  a  facred  delegated  truft  ^  and  let  Irilh- 
mcn  confound  the  abettors  of  atUtrahy  or  defpotifm, 
by  (hewing  their  Prince  how  far  fuperior,  in 
ftrength  aiid  fteadinefs,  is  me  grateful  animated 
attachnjent  of  fortunate  freeme?,  to  the  conftrained 

and  trdaclierous  profeflions  of  trampled  flaves." 

■    '     ■         *   •     ■" 

Your  Highnefs  can  quiok^ypcrceive  how  natural 
the  tranfitiQn^fr^  duuful  affection  ^towards  my 
Sovereign  to  a  fincere  regaj'd  for  his  fon,  1  trufl: 
that  impartiality  and  truth  will  Ihield  this  Hiftory 
from  a  fevere  criticifm  fuited  to  its  defedls.  The 
fubjeft  was  confined,  which  enforced  frequent  di- 
grei&on ;  it  was  important,  and  therefore  involved 
a  tranfient  difcuifion  of  civil  and  religious  principles  j 
it  xelated  to  the  I^gal  Profeflion^  and  thus .  became 
infeparable  from  the  deareft  interefts  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland;  finally,  it  was  addref^ed  to  your  Royal 
Highnefs,  which  bound  me  to  bleiKl  Loyalty  with 

b  2  Freedom, 
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freedom,  ted  not  w  leflfen  the  great  privitege,  of 
thiw  aj^roa^hing  yt^xs^hyfiat^JieUtery^  t^ftdud.  ThJ^ 
Dedication  afiumid  ail  original  air  in  bdftg  direfted 
10  public  principlet,  wi^otlt  any  material  attention 
to  perfonsJ  com^litnents.  )f,  d's  afubf^  in4  Idwy^r^ 
\  zxa  correct  in  legal,  or  political  applicatiofls. 
They  ^11  undoubtedly  meet  y6ur  ipprobadon,  aA^ 
exhibit  the  beft  proof,  in  my  power>  of  grateful 
attf^etiment  and  ^thfql  regard. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be. 
Sir, 
>^^  the  higheft  t«f^*d, 

Yoi^r  Royai  Higt^^efft*^ 

Much  obliged  and  devoted 
Humble  Servant, 

Itlng'slnnj,  B,  Tr  t)t^O«J, 

Pijblin,  Aug,  \y  iSpj^, 
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I  Shall  not  provoke  your  perufal  of  the  fol- 
lowing  Work  with  affected  ani^iety  or  concern — ^the 
infirmity  of  an  afHidling  difeafe  is  not  introduced  to 
deprecate  enlightened  criticifm,  or  lettered  juftice. 
Intimates  or  friends  merit  more  refpeftful  treatment. 
Such  fituation  however  gave  a  clofer  image  of  death 
than  opening  the  cafement  of  tombs,  or  reviving 
by  a^ful  remembrances,  images  of  departed  perfon^  j 
a  mind  fo  cirqumftanced  was  brought  to  that  har- 
mony of  temper  which  holds  communion  with  God, 
An  indulgence  of  felfifh  or  turbulent  paflions  would 
be  ill  direfted  to  Heaven,  to  which  Patriptifm, 
Charity,  and  Truth,  form  the  fureft  paffport.  Such 
were  n^y  feelings,  whilft  the  Hiftory  of  the  King^s 
tnns  has  been  at  the  Prefs. 

The  importance   of   the  fubje£l  is  univerfally 
acknowledged)  and  its  originality  ca^rmot  be  denied, 

for 
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for  materials  drawn  from  a  dark  and  hitherto  un« 
known  recefs^  affeft  legal  fituation,  and,  as  an  in- 
feparable  accompanyment,  the  national  character. 
Th^  whole  range  of  literature  could  not  fo  well 
enable  me  to  give  to  your  accompliihed  body  a 
novel  produSlion,  which  yet  comes  home  to  your 
bufinefs  and  bofoms,  nor  to  my  fellow  fubjefts  at 
large,  Prolem  fine  matre  creatam.  The  purfuit  has 
l)eenj)l^mg  frqm  novelty,  and  interefting  as  it 
formed  a  legal  link  between  hoflile  kingdoms, 
now  happily  confolidated  into  a  great  Empire.  Each 
Jriih  reader  may  io  far  refemble  me,  as  to  find 
among  anceflors,  natives  of  England^  Scotland^  and 
Wales;  where  that  is  not  the  cafe,  liberality  of 
ipannerS|  and  attention  to  public  intereft,  will  fupply 
the  defed,  Ireland  can  be  thps  appreciated  as  out 
native  Ifmd,  without  weakening  a  becoming  refpedt 
and  affeftion  for  fellow  tubjefts  through  the  Britifh 
empire;  the  prevalence  of  fuch  a  fentiment  knit 
divided  countries  under  the  Roman  government 
with  impregnable  flrength,  and  the  fteady  adoption 
of  it  muft  affure  to  remote  pofterity  the  full  bleffihg^ 
of  our  prefent  fortunate^  fituition, 

'  The  call  of  Government  Jn  1804,  required  ap 
account  of  the  funds  of  the  King^s  Jnns^  the  application 
thereof  and  an  ejiimat^  of  future  expenditure^  it  is  un* 
neceffary  fo  enquire  how  far  this  folemn  order  was 
obeyed  with  accuracy  or  truth  j  but  the  Society'^ 
ancient  Hiftory,  or  exiftihg  modern  rules,  merited 
^qual  confideration— -yet  feemed  objefts  neither  of 
curiofity  nor  care.    Preceding  abufes  afforded  am- 

pie 
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pie  inftrU(ftioti  to  check  or  counteraft  a  continuance 
of  concealment,  corruption,  or  jobbing.  For  vices 
of  this  fort  are  almoft  perpetual,  and  can  only  be 
rooted  dut  by  a  firm^  impattiai  exhibition  of  thd 
diihoneft  fchemes  and  ruinous  confequences  whicH 
fk>wed  horn  governmental  iyran7?y^  judicial  perjury^  and 
national  fetvitude.  My  refearch  and  obfervations  ar^ 
directed  to  correft  hereditary  contagion,  and  ex* 
traft,  by  legal  chymiftry,  revived  foundnefs  and 
political  health.  Such  an  exertion.  Upheld  by 
ttiith^  may  arreft  public  attention,  and  create  an 
imperial  controui  over  projefted  plans.  To  a  con- 
riftion  of  this  fort  the  King^s  Inns  Hiftory  owes 
ks  origin; 

The  moft  refpeftable  pra£lioners  alfo  folicited  the 
meafure,  as  eguaify  di<flated  by  patriotifm  and  pro- 
feflional  correftnefs.  My  judgment  was  governed 
by  that  j>owerful  application  ;  the  compilatioti  was 
thus  undertaken,  as  ufeful  to  Praftifers,  and  necet 
fary  for  future  Members.  Meantime,  a  fubfcriptioA 
was  opened  to  hinder  an  humble,  but  public  fjJirited 
cflbrt,  from  becoming  a  perfonal  lofs  ;  for  I  appeal 
with  confidence  to  cotemporaries,  whether  forward 
prefumption,  or  an  afcendancy  of  avarice  ovrer  the 
inter^ft  of  Ireland,  form  leading  features  in  my  pro^ 
feiTional  charaftdr  ?  At  that  period  the  propofed  Piib^ 
livaiion  was  limited  to  four  hundred  pa^es^  and  com- 
pleted previous  to  Hilary  Term,  1805.  A  propei* 
return  olf  mmts^fuffcient  10  defray  the  cxpence^  would 
have  inftantly  fent  it  to  the  I*refs. 

Meanwhile 
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M^iinfhik  n  report  was  cirtulated,  i\\U  the  Ugd 
Cabmet  expefted  a  previous  review  of  the  Work^ 
^ud  tb^t  it  (houid  be  conveyed  to  the  world  after  » 
fdlenm  ordeal,  under  futb  important  pcarma^.  This 
lingular  overture  was  made  to  me  by  a  weak^  well- 
meaning  friend,  with  an  added  hint,  that  a  well-^ 
timed  Dedication  would  be  received  with  great  kind* 
Qeli,  and  lead  to  immediate  perfonal  promotion*  I 
l^fpe^d  the  meflenger,  eVen  of  a  mean  embaity^ 
t^  much^  not  to  give  a  calm  and  fmcere  anfwer^ 
that  no  work  of  mine  ibould  ever  meet  the  public 
eye  fubjeft  to  ifficial  arrangement^  mifjidtement^  or 
fuppreffimi  Thus,  whatever  faults  or  merits  fucK 
may  have,  they  muft  be  original j  and  entirely  my  wnn 
As  to  Dedicatibn,  I  added^  as  an  infurmountable 
jpr^f  of  perfonal  independence,  that  I  refolved  not 
to  infcribe  it  to  any  of  my  old^  tried^  and  m^  ref- 
pe&abk  frietuU^  left  it  may  appear  a  flippery  engage^ 
ipent  of  their  particular  intereft  in  any  poffible  mi- 
nifterial  change*  My  refolution  was,  to  addrefs  it 
to  an  accomplifhed  Engliih  Barrifter,  who  retired 
from  pradice  and  minifterial  fituation,  but  with  lite^ 
rary  talents,  and  perfonal  integrity,  fufBcient  to  di& 
charge  with  dignity  the  moil  important  duties  0/ 
dtfaer*  What  difinterefted  regard  (uggefted  to  me^ 
Will,  I  am  convinced,  meet  a  fimiiar  return  on  his 
part,  and  that  refpe£table  man  feel  added  pleafure--^ 
that  accident  ^ve  to  my  legal  compilation  a  Royal 
Patron. 

The  preceding  refufal,  and  my  xvell  khoijra  Whig 
principles,  redoubled  the  rage  of  certain  men,  whofe 
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influence  was  exerted  in  every  poflible  mode  to  dif* 
courage  the  publication.  Three  months  elapfed 
without  any  proper  return  of  names^  therefore  a 
collateral  work  iffued  from  the  Prefs,  with  a  Poft- 
fcript  cxpreffive  of  the  ftate  of  the  Hiftory,  and  the 
reafon-  which  withheld  it  from  public  view.  The 
incumbent  cloud  of  fervitude  or  tyranny  overhung 
that  attempt — ^pcrfonal  good  will  and  pubh'c  fpirit 
were  awed  by  an  apprehenfion  that  the  Subfcribers 
names  wmMbe  annexed*  THus,  the  ufual  encourage- 
ment of  other  works  became  an  impediment  to 
mine,  ^hilA  pride  prevented,  from  fuch-  perfons,  a 
communication  of  the  fingular  motive.  My  deter- 
mination then  was,  to  await  a  feafon  when  the  hand 
of  power  would  not  be  direfked  againft  me,  or^  at 
aU  events^  print  the  Hiftory  in  London* 

During  this  fufpence  the  King's  Inns  Remem- 
brances, without  my  knowledge,  fell  under  the  /V- 
rtifdl  of  ibe  Duke  of  Kent.  The  approbation  of  a 
felJow-fubjeft,  more  exalted  by  perfonal  worth  than 
public  fituatioD,  was  flattering  indeed ;  I  was  even 
thereby  animated  to  the  refolution  of  foliciting  per- 
miffion  to  dedicate  the  Hiftory  to  his  Royal  High- 
nefs.  My  plan  was  unaltered,  but  elevated  and  en- 
larged, for  I  wiflied  to  convey  to  tliat  great  Perfon- 
age  fuch  Irifli  matter  as  may  be  ufeful  or  agree- 
able, or  confiftent  with  Liberty  and  Truth.  The  po- 
Htical  movements,  or  official  praftices  of  remarkable 
Irifli  Judges,  are  prefented  to  public  view  with  a  con- 
tinued criticifm  on  Minifters,  Parliaments,  and  Kings. 
Similar  variety  may  mark  the  remainder  of  this 

c  Vv'ork, 
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Work,  for  imperial  interefl  ihall  fuperfede  perfonal 
er  national  views.  If  feeble,  but  well  meant  ef- 
forts, contribute  to.  remove  the  film  of  prejudice 
from  Britons  and  Natives,  or  fortify  his  Royal  High- 
nefs's  well  known  attachment  to  Ireland,  its  inhabi- 
tants, and  laws,  I  fliall  conceive  that  I  have  not 
lived  in  vain,  or  neglected  that  firft  and  nobleft  mo- 
yal  virtue— /i{^tf  Ltyue  of  my  Cmntry. 

Legal  Students  ihay  alfo  be  benefitted  by  a  com- 
pilation adapted  to  the  plaineft  capacity,  yet  fuffi- 
dent  to  furniih  new  motives  of  attachment  to  an 
excellent  King,  and  unrivalled  frame  of  Govern- 
ment. This  fpecies  of  ambition  is  exempt  from 
cenfure,  untmAured  by  avarice,  permanently  fupe- 
nor  to  the  craft  or  convulfions  of  party,  yet  melio* 
rates  the  calm  quiet  of  private  life,  or  fixes  legal 
celebrity  impervious  to  the  perifhable  frown  of  pow- 
er. The  Third  I^art  is  ready  for  the  Prefs,  and  (hall 
be  printed  during  the  courfe  of  next  Winter. 
Though  the  matter  has  been  nearly  doubled,  no  en- 
creafe  of  Subfcription  is  demanded,  which  precludes 
any  interefted  view  of  that  fort.  Amid  more  im- 
poftant  matters  a  minute  attention  ihall  be  paid  tq 
exifting  or  new  rules  ;  whereby  a  correft  reference  to 
ancient  a£ks  ihall  be  connected  with  an  accurate  mo- 
dern account,  by  which  a  complete  refemblance  can 
be  prefQr>'ed,  or  adapted  to  the  parent  Societies  in 
London. 

With  refpeft  to  cotemporary  Remembrances  it  is 
extremely  natural,  that  fuch  ihonld  be  preferred  to 

the 
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the  more  ancient,  however  authentic,  or  even  well 
drawn.      Legal   experience  of   thirty  yeais    may 
ftrengthen  perfonal  acquaintance,  and  enable  me  to 
'wound  myfelf  or  others  by  making  corred  and  accurate 
criticifms  of  that  fort ;  wherefore,  though  I  cannot 
rival  Lord    Cheflerfield  in  genius  or  compofition, 
his  good  fenfe  merits  imitation,  and  (hail  preclude 
me  from  being  the  fatirift  or  flatterer  of  men,  whom 
I  mud  confider  as  equajs,  whether  they  move  in  the 
higheft  legal  orbits,  or  adorn  an  inferior  fphere.     I 
know  but  one  Irifli  Barrifter  with  whofe  perfonal  or 
profeflional  career  fuch  a  freedom  could  be  honora- 
bly taken,  or  who  has  hitherto  given  me  permiflion ; 
that  perfon  has  not  rank  to  controul  public  judg- 
ment, yet  much  legal  information,  and  fome  ufeful 
obfervations  may  be  bottomed  on  his  tdovemeuts. 
The  profeflion  abounds  with  fuch  charaders,  where- 
by a  fuccefsful  furmife  is  prevented,  and  inter>'ening 
difcretion  may  enable  me  to  determine  whether  Re- 
membrances, completely  modern,  ougtit  under  any 
circumliances  be  published,    and  npt  referved  for 
promifed  pofthumous  publicadon.     The  King^s  Inns 
Hiftory  muft  exhibit  me  to  ftrangers,  but  the  Legal 
Body  of  Ireland  require  no  fuch  medium  j  their  lon^ 
and  intimate  acquaintance  can  anticipate  its  proba^ 
ble  contents,  and  how  far  the  promifed  Part  ^ill  afr 
firoilate  vrith  the  prefent  P^iblicadpQ. 

*•  Scrvctur  ad  imum,** 
«<  Quails  ab  incsepto  procclTerity  et  iibi  conftet,'^ 

Ireland  and  its  legal  eftablifhment  do  not  form  an 
^xclufive  claipx  to  the  faithful  difcharge  of  hiftoric 
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duty— a  wider  circle  is  embraced,  as  will  appear  by 
the  Lift  of  Subfcribersr  to  be  publiflied  at  the  clofe  of 
this  Work.  But  the  great  condefceniion  of  an  il- 
luftrioiis  Prince,  in  receiving  the  addrefs  of  an  un- 
known perfon^  where  Iri(h  liberty  and  Law  feemed 
to  require  protedion,  fuperfedes,  by  a  becoming 
afcendancy,  every  inferior  fentiment.  Lord  Kaimes 
gravely  aflures  the  reader,  that  whilft  compofing  his 
elaborate  Pririciples  of  Equity^  he  always  had  Lord 
Mansfield  in  his  vieW;  and  conceived  that  the  fancy 
enlivened  and  improved  his  compofition.  Such  idea 
alfo  animated  my  late  labours  in  a  variation  from 
the  original  plan,  whereby  I  rofe  fuperior  to  the  fe« 
verity  of  illnefs,  or  other  obftrudions.  Similar 
firnmefs  fhall  uphold  me  to  the  conclufion  of  the 
promifed  Work; — happy^ft^remely  happy ^  if  the  whole 
compilation  be  confidered  ufeful,  interefting,  or 
honeft^  by  Ireland's  real  fiend — the  Duke  of  Kent. 

B,  T-  DUHIGa 
We^ord^  July  24,  i8o6. 
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OR, 

AK  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  LEGAL  BOtXt 

Prom  itb  coNKfixtoN  wittt  enOlamDv 

/ 

WH£KEV£li  any  btanch  of  Irifh  tlKtoty  i$  re* 
viewed  firom  ati  anxious  wi/h  to  uphold  the  unity  of 
ftrength  of  the  Bridlh  Empire,  and  to  extend  ot 
perpetuate  the  blefllngs  of  its  well  poifed  Conftitu* 
tion,  the  "Writer  inuft  aflume  an  independent  fpirit 
of  criticlfm  iuperiot  to  religious  or  poUrical  preju* 
dice. 

The  T^fdom  or  folly,  the  virtue  or  TicJe  of  every 
age,  is  juftly  meafured  by  cotemporary  manners. 
Thus,  the  nations  of  Europe  can  contemplate  theif 
refpedive  anceftors  with  a  fuitable  fenfadon  of  filial 
piety  and  patriotifm  in  every  period  of  fociety,  whe* 
^  thti  the  fyftem  b6  illuftrated  by  a  difplay  of  early 
barbarifm,  intermediate  improvement,  or  modern 
dvilifatiofi. 

B  In 
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In  this  exte&five  refearcb,  Inflimen  may  diipenfe 
with  doubtful  or  fabulous  periods,  and  confign  W 
contempt  and  oblivion  fuch  a  portion  of  domeflic  an- 
nals as  ftrengthea  fuperflition  or  countenance  civil 
diflenfionii^ 

Under  the  preceding  impreiBons,  I  have  deter- 
mined to  recbrd  thofe  regulations  which  guide  Aie 
legal  profef&on  in  this  ifland,  and  form  the  confti- 
tutional  Imk  between  both  kingdoms,  whofe  inha- 
bitants are  deeply  interefted  by  common  language, 
Kneage,  and  laws,  to  preferve  the  Letter  and  Spirit 
pure  and  unimpaired  in  every  dire£^ion# 

To  our  legal  fyftem,  we  owe  a  decided  fuperiority 
over  neighbouring  nations  in  extent  of  commerce, 
greatnefs  of  wealth,  and  certainty  of  freedom ;  there- 
fore gratitude  to  Heaven  and  attachment  to  Govern* 
ment  muft  refult,  whether  we  consider  the  dignified 
pofition  which  that  code  has  created  and  confirmed, 
or  the  impoveriihed  and  convulfive  fituation  of  for- 
mer, times  :  the  patience  and  public  fpirit  of  our 
common  anceftors  couiiteraded  fevere  difficulties, 
and  left  to  fortunate  defcendsmts  an  enjoyment  of 
extenfive  empire,  and  unbounded  commerce,  with 
a  fecurity  for  each,  unexampled  in  the  annals  of 
mankind. 

An  attentive  review  of  the  Hiftory  of  Europe 
confirms  the  above  pofition,  but  it  is  rendered  evi- 
dent, when  the  domeftic  fbte  of  either  ifland  is  pro- 
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greflively  analyfed;  readers  muft,  however,  pre- 
pare  theAifelves  in  the  manner  recommended  to  law- 
ftudents  on  entrance  into  that  profeffion ;  they  will 
be  bound  to  forget  the  popular  acceptation  of  cer- 
tain words,  or  meafure  their  meaning  with  a  preci- 
iioa  correfpondent  to  legal  accuracy  and  hiftoric 
truth.  This  (imple  principle  may  enable  fellow  fub- 
je£t6  of  moderate  talents,  or  limited  education,  to 
unravel  the  party  fpirit  of  each  age,  and  the  elabo- 
rate fopluftry  exhaufted  in  its  fupport.  Leifons  of 
wi/<iom,  and  maxims  of  morality,  will  thence  arife, 
equal  law,  and  general  liberty '  be  felt  as  not  refult- 
ing  from  the  place  of  nativity,  the  pride  of  family, 
or  influence  of  extenfive  wealth,  but  a  general 
blef&ng  c.oseval  with  the  Conftitution,  and  itifepara- 
ble  from  its  legal  code.,  ■ 

The  inhabitants  of  each  ifland  attained  fuch  ^ml« 
nence  of  cbarafter  by  perfonal  courage  and  politi- 
cal freedom,  even  in  an  uncivilifed  period,  as  to  me- 
rit the  refpeft  and  attention  of  pofterity.  The  pureft 
principles  of  public  fpirit  or  national  wifdom,  will 
therefore  be  exhibited  in  adhering  to  their  legal  max- 
ims, and  clofely  adapting  neceffary  improvements 
to  the  eftabliflied  fyltem. 

All  political  herefies  on  either  fide  of  the  channel 
arc  completely  done  a^ay.  The  fun  of  freedom, 
warming  Britain  with  meridian  beams,  no  longer 
hangs  in  fullen  eclipfe  over  this  ill  fated  ifle.  Let 
Irilhmca  then  partake  of  the  liberal  bleffing,  and  at 
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certain  the  fiream  of  pxRxct,  from  that 
£3untain  whence  it  fpnmg,  to  die  general  expanfe^ 
vhich  at  this  moment  eaables  k,  lake  another  Nile, 
to  fertilife  oar  land- 
No  drcumftance  in  fociety  afibfds  a  mofe  con<« 
dufive  proof  of  imperfeft  dvilifation,  than  when 
Law  has  not  become  a  particuhtf  profei&on^  or  it^ 
maxims  are  concealed  and  tmknown  ^  in  an  adop- 
tbn  of  tfaofe  Important  points,  the  Engliih  code 
precedes  everjr  other  in  Europe  \  k  was  reduced  to 
a  regular  fdenee  and  line  of  I^/  ages  previous  ta 
ihe  difcovery  of  the  civil  Law,  and  the  claffcs  of  itt 
prajSJfers  rife  as  high  as  authenticated  Ififtory  and 
Records  can  reach*  Their  line  (^  ftudy  and  mode 
of  appointment  correfpond  with  the  fpirit  of  Bri- 
tifh  freedom  ;  felf-appointed  and  voluntary  afibcia^ 
dons  form  the  ground- work,  whilft  collegiate  inflitu-- 
lions  with  governmental  profeflbrs  lead  to^  the  (ludy 
ef  the  dvil  and  common  Law* 

A  fimilar  diftmftion  alfo  marks  their  eommence»' 
ment  of  practice :  a  Barrifter  aiTumes  his  gown  with* 
out  the  neceflary  confent  or  acquiefcence  of  Govern* 
roent,  but  the-Civilfan  or  Canonift  undergoes  air 
ordeal  of  approbation  from  the  executive  authority;: 
thus  fiudents  enter  upcm^  and  purfue  the  profeffion^ 
on  a  fcale  fuited  to  perfonal  and  national  indepen* 
dence.  The  internal  management  of  fains  of  Court 
has  been  from  time  immemorial  equally  liberal :— • 
The  members  are  divided  into  Students  and  nttev 
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Barrifters;  from  which  latter  clafc,  Btochersare 
chofen :  from  this  mixed  body  of  prafUfers,  (he 
King  raifes  fome  by  his  royal  Writ,  to  the  ftate  and 
degree  of  Serjeant— it  is  obfervable,  that  perfc(!as 
thus  dignified  emigrate  into  a  different  eftablifliment, 
which  kaves  the. remaining  members  of  the  Parent 
Society  free  as  the  Laws  they  praftife,  or  the  prin- 
ciples  which  gave  themprofeffionalftationj  for  a  Judge 
is  no  degree  in  the  Law,  but  an  office  only,  or  room 
of  authority..— Yet  by  common  Law,  it  is  only 
from,  the  body  of  Barriftera,  or  Serjeants,  that  the 
Sovereign  can  make  Judges  ;  and  if  felefted  from 
the  farmer,  they  are,  previous  to  judicial  appoint- 
ment, received  into  the  rank  of  Serjeant,  and  muft 
take  the  ftatutable  oath  bjefpre  they  enter  ujpoa  es^ 
cudonof  4uty. 

The  wifdom  of  this  liinit,  or  rather  politic  direc- 
tion to  prerogative,  is  too  obvioys  to  need  illuftra* 
tion  or  comment ;  "  The  jBenchers  and  utter  Bar^ 
**  rifters  alfo  at  certajn  times  in  the  year  refort  to- 
^  gether,  and  confult  and  advife  with  ^ach  other, 
**  concerning  the  caufes  of  their  houfe,  and  make 
^  decrees  and  or^i^rs  concerning  fuch  things  as  they 
"  think  meet  to  be  reformed  in  die  houfe;  .and  tiaf 
"  they  call  a  Parliament."  Thus  authority  in  thagt 
coimtry  is  wifely  filtered  through  different  or  conr 
trouling  channek,  to  prevent  or  difcourage  an  abufe^ 
The  legal  profeffion  has  adopted  the  national  pria- 
ciple ;  each  Inn  of  Court  is  a  feparate  college,  with 
Cpmmuniciating  privileges  and  concunent  Jurifdic- 
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tions,  to  one  of  which  every  Irifh  Barriflcr^muft  be- 
long. 

a 

The  government  of  thofe  voluntary  affociations 
bears  a  refemblance  in  miniature  to  the  Conftitution 
*  of  the  realm.  Thus  an  annual  Treafurer,  Benchers 
for  life,  and  the  body  occafionally  reprefented  by  a 
parliament,  governs  the  eftabliflimcnt,  as  a  Chief 
Magiftrate,  Aldermen,  and  Common  Council, 
guide  the  affairs  of  Corporations.  However,  as 
po\ver  becomes  an  unerring  incentive  to  vice,  evil 
praftices  can  never  be  completely  eradicated,  nor 
correftly  cured,  but  by  a  tribunal  unconnefted  with 
either  complaining  fadion,  and  feparated  from  any 
benefit  by  ihe  decifion.  Thus  the  Court  of  King's 
Bench  regulates  and  lifiilts  the  legal  orbits  of  corpo- 
rators, whilft  Chancery^  whigh  creates  them,  has 
no  fupenntending  controul— with  equal  legal  wif* 
dom,  the  Judges  of  England  have  been,  from 
time  immemorial,  vifitors  of  the  Inns  of  Court  i 
nor  can  human  ingenuity  devife  a  more  dignified  or 
adequate  tribunal :  trained  to  legal  difcipline,  armed 

with  the  habits  which  profeffional  experience  can  be- 

»       .         .     .  . 

flow,  zealous  for  the  purity  or  perpetuity  of  that 
fyftem  of  which  they  are  the  fworn  interpreters,  and 

•      __  *****  ^  fc     • 

feparated  from  the  bufy  buftle  of  mankind  by  fane- 
tity  of  ftation:  fuch  are  the  vifitors  ot  the  legal 
body  in  England,  and,  by  parity  of  reafon,  through 
this  kingdom.  The  interference  of  thefe  grave  Ma- 
giftrates  is  alfo  confined  to  the  fingle  point  under 
review  j  for  on  tranilation  to  the  rank  of  Judge  or 
,  ^  Serjeant, 
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Serjeant,  the  Barrifter  ceafes  to  have  an"a6Hve  exift* 
flQce  in  his  Inn  of  Coart,  and  is  only  complimented 
with  the  privilege  of  dining  there  as  an  affociate— ia 
purfuance  of  this  fettled  principle,  the  Chancellor 
of  Gceat  Britain,  or  Mafter  ^of  the  Rolls,  conti* 
Hue  nembei^,  if  they  have  ;not  been  called  to  the 
degree  of  a  Serjeant,  or  office  of  a  Judge, 

The  ftate  and  fituation  of  Attomies  fiirther  illirf- 
trate  the  excellence  of  bur  legal  Conftitution-:  that 
9^pe£kzhle  and  ufeful  body  are,  in  profeflional  ap-* 
pointment  and  exercife  of  fuch  duty,  under  the  di« 
red  authority  of  their  feveral  Courts,  but  it  is  only 
by  an  .open,  judicial  decifion,  that  they  are  fubje£^ 
to  anycontroul ;  for  as  the  privilege  of  an  Attorney 
£)nns  a  moft  valuable  portion  ef  public  and  perib* 
sal  Law,  the  nation  is  deeply  jnterefled  in  its  exift- 
cnce  and  fupport ;  therefcre  no  a£t  -of  intemperate 
or  concealed  tyranny  .can  he  esercifed  with  effed, 
vhich  does  not  firike  at  the  freedom  and  *happineis 
ef  tUe  {hb}ei&.  How  attentive  that  i^ovifien,  which 
thus  fecures  to  the  fuitors  a  reprefentative  of  <:oni^ 
petent  fkiH  and  correfpondent  integrity^ 

Legal  publication  has  been  alfo  equally  attended 
to,  not  only  by  the  public  practice  of  fuperio^ 
Courts,  but  by  promulgation  from  Parliament,  at 
county  Courts,  and  through  other  ancient  jurifdio- 
tions.  Legal  works  alfo  undergo  a  popular  ordeal, 
and  are  only  fandioned  by  general  ufage  or  folemn 
ludicial  deciiion.    It  muft  be  a  refined  exertion  of 
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gioderadon  eflendal  to ,  the  exiftence  of  tY&j  g<v 
▼emment,  and  particularly  neceflary  to  a  fupport  of 
the  mixed  form. 

If  the  (enviable  fituation  of  Britons  were  not  the 
ftrongeft  tefts  of  the  benefits  of  monarchy,  tern- 
pered  by  a  fpirit  of  freedom,  the  ftruggles  fubfe- 
quent  to  Charleses  murder  muft  be  a  decifive  argu» 
m^entc  yet,  during  the  bloody  cloud  which  then 
darkened  the  face  of  Britain,  a  majority  of  the  peo« 
pic  fighed  for  their  ancient  Laws.  Cromwell  availed 
faimfelf  of  this  principle,  and  the  nebeflity  of  a  Mo- 
narch was  fo  vifible,  that  he  determined  to  eftabHfli 
at  Icaft  a  refembl^nce  of  it.  Hence,  the  Protefior- 
ate— which  was  to  reprefent  the  majefty  of  the  na- 
tion to  foreign  powers,  and  to  execute  the  duties  of 
a  limited  prince  at  home.  Thus  invefted,  Crom« 
weU  was  ftiH  frequently  obliged  to  violate  the  Laws 
in  fupport  of  his  unconftitutional  authority.  From 
this  fource  fprung  high  Courts  of  Juftice,  arbitrary 
imprifonment,  and  a  violation  of  the  facred  rights 
of  Jury.  Yet  fuch  was  the  attachment^  of  even  a 
fanatical  army  to  the  ancient  Laws,  that  the  impe- 
rious ufurper  was  compelled  to  juftify  thefe  pro- 
jceedings  by  the  frequency  of  real,  and  the  affefta- 
tion  of  pretended  plots. 

The  model  of  their  ancient  Parliament  was  fo  re- 
vered, that  he  prefumed  at  one  moment  to  -create  an 
entire  Houfe  of  Lords,  and  to  reform  the  reprefen- 
tative  fyflem  of  both  illands.      If   the   national 
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Church  was  not  re-eftabliflied,  it  was  becaufe  it 
ceafed  to  be  fuch,  on  account  of  the  ftrength  of 
contending  fefts,  of  the  remembrance  ftill  frefli  of 
Laud's  unchriftian  adminiftration,  and  of  the  weight 
of  Church  property^  then  divided  among  the  parti- 
zans  of  power.  The  reigns  of  Charles  and  James 
II.  give  additional  ftrength  to  this  pofition,  that  a 
love  for  the  Law^  is  the  ruling  paffion  of  Englifli- 
men.  No  party,  howeyer  oppofite  in  principle,  in- 
flamed by  perfonal  hatred,  or  diftra&ed  by  the  fury 
of  the  times,  ever  affefted  to  difregard  the  Laws, 
or  their  facred  palladium — trial  by  Jury.  From 
this  fortunate  coincidence  of  municipal  Law  and 
general  learning,  of  ellabUflied  peifonal  freedom, 
and  firm  political  authority,  Engliflimen  have  been 
enabled  to  refift  the  civil  delpotifm  of  Rome,  and 
the  artful  progrefs  of  its  ecclefiaftical  tyranny :  a 
more  ample  detail,  as  far  as  relates  to  that  celebrat- 
ed ifland,  fells  not  within  my  propofed  plan ;  its 
progrefs  and  tSc&s  in  this  kingdom  fhail  be  however 
explained. 

The  patriotifm  which  animates  a  Briton  at  home, 
direfts  his  conducl  in  every  foil  he  is  deftined  to  in- 
habit,  which  wholefome  prejudice  is  upheld  witl^ 
untainted  purity,  and  forms  the  dignified  heirloom 
of  Britilh  defcent.  Hence  an  imitation  of  Englifh 
Law  becomcs^  the  leading  feature  of  coalition,  or 
conqueft.  In  this  manner  Ireland  has  been  gradu- 
ally led  to  that  praftical  freedom,  which  at  tl|>i^  mo- 
ment encourages  induftry,  protects  property^  and 
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prefervcs  perfon;aI  fpirk— *the  jealous  guardiao  of 
botiu 

The  early  intercourfe  between  both  iflands  rer 
fie£b  little  credit  oa.  the  inhabitants  of  either,  ex- 
cept in  the  exercife  of  a  martial  fpirit.  As  I  confine 
Qiy  obfervations  to  our  connexion  with  England, 
the,  reader  fhall  not  be  bewildered  in  the  mazes  of 
Milefian  ftory.  "  The  ftate  of  fociety  under  that 
fyftem  precluded'  a  progrefs  of  national  improve* 
ment)  fupported  an  undignified  fpirit  of  warfare,.  t 

Inflamed,  and  not  eorreded  an  illiberal  fuperfHtion» 
trampled  upon  perfonal  liberty,  and  tore  up  by  the 
roots  every  idea  of  private  property,  or  induftripu^ 
acquilition :  its  diflblution,  however  fevere  to  fuffer* 
jmg  individuals,  led  to  the  happinefs  of  pofterity^ 
jGbrmingy  from  a  few  difunited  clans,  a  brave,  a 
powerful,  and  a  populous  nation.  Ex^cifing  an  im- 
partial criticifin  on  the  paft  .Government  of  Ireland^ 
I  muft  ajQTume  the  privilege  to  affirm,  that  the  early 
mode  by  ^vhich  Englifh  Miniflers  managed  this  counn 
try,  difplayed  a  barbarifm  almoit  equ^l  to  what  they 
profeiTed  to  corre^ ;  it  is  not  my  difpofition  to  def- 
iant on  the  difgufling  detail,  though  fufEdent  mat^ 
ter  occurs  even  from  the  barren  chronicles  ^nd  man 
Jignant  memoirs  which  difgrace  our  ftory. 

The  following  quotation  from  a  native  hiftorian 
ynll  illuftrate  the  above  remark ;  "  0  bow  gladly 
**  WQul(f  Idraiv  a  curtain  ever  tie  difmai  thirtietb  If 
*'  Jqnuary  /  0  ^qt  I  could  fay  they  were  Irifhmen  wh^ 

''did 


^  did  that  aiomnaMe  faff  /  Bui  it  is  certain^  it  v>di 
**  d(^ne  by  athersJ^    ftofound,  indeed,  muft  be  that 
malignity,  which  wantonly  facrifkres  perfonal  and 
lettered  integrity.    What  opinion  did  the  wretch  , 
•form  even  of  party,  if  its  interefted  tools  could  pe- 
rufe  with  fympathy,  this  outrage  upon  national  ho« 
nour  and  hiftoriq  truth,  fo  emblematic  of  the  au- 
thor's fenn^ty  and  bafenefs.    Did  this  tirulent  iibd 
obilruft  pTofdfional  promotion  ?    That  crafty  wri- 
ter well  knew  vHliat  incenfe  was  required  by  the£ng<« 
liih  Gabiner,  and  a  fervile  IriOi  fadion :  experience 
taught  him  that  treachery  and  treafon  to  his  native 
country  operated  as  a  paflpott  to  power,  which  fu- 
perfeded  the  neceffity  of  perfonal  virtue.    Thus,  by 
vnceaiing  acrimony,  unprincipled  policy,  and  un- 
blufhing  petulance,  the  nufcreant  rofe  to  the  rank  of 
Lord  Chancellor,  and  Chief  Governor,  Nations  ac- 
iiuired  by  flagitious  party  eeal,  and  a  profligate  abufe 
^f  legal  talents.    Principlesofjurifprudence  formed 
the  only  barrier  to  the  verfatile  corruption  pf  his 
character,  though  they  could  not  prevent  the  ceafe- 
lefs  virulence  of  a  timid  and  vindidive  mind  from 
powing  its  venom  on  obnoxious  parties  and  prac- 
ricdrs ;  whilft  upftart  vanity  miftook  the  devotion  of 
interefted  fycophants  for  the  approbation  of  a  learned 
profeflion,  and  the  feelings  of  a  free  people.     As  a 
Chancellor  and  Statefman,  legal  fraud,  official  fer- 
irility,    and  brutal  tyranny  alternately  marked  his 
conduft;  in  the  Cabinet  the  betrayer  of  national 
rights ;  in  Parliament  a  fervile  tool  of  the  reigning 
b£6on  J  in  Coimcil  the  enemy  of  chartered  free- 
dom ;  * 
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dom;  on  the  Bench  a  rude  party  man.  To  an 
Irifliman  of  the  preceding  (lamp,*  the  laft  delude^ 
Stewart  entrufled  the  Great  Seal :  on  his  tomb  then 
be  this  impartial  epitaph  engraved — ^a  forward  and 
corrupt  Whig  in  the  reign  of  King  William,  a  ply- 
ant  and  venal  Tory  under  Queen  Anne,  btit  during 
the  honed  government  of  the  Brunfwick  line,  a  de- 
graded Statefman,  wafting  the  lengthened  remnant 
of  exiftence  in  reflefling  <mi  the  frauds  which  paved 
his  way  to  office,  and  the  perjuries  whith  marked 

his  continuance  in  it.  '  ^ 

»■ 

By  a  feries  of  fueh  publications,  Ireland  prefemed 
a  phoenomenon  in  the  hiftory  of  mankind.  A  por- 
tion of  its  degeneraite  natives  became  the  uniform 
afperfers  of  unlettered  peafants,  and  falfely  imputed 
popular  errors  or  crimes  to  an  immutable  difpofition, 
and  not  to  the  political  fituation,  or  prevalent  cuftoms 
of  the  times;  forgetful,  that  countries  do  not  differ 
more  ftrongly  from  each  other  in  policy,  reh'gion  and 
law,  than  defcendants  from  their  anceftors.  Interefted 
ialfhood  thus  became  current,  and  the  natives  of 
each  ifiand  were  arrayed  in  habitual  hoftility  againft. 
each  other. 

» 
Yet  the  genius  of  Iriihmen  often  rofe  fuperior  to 

envenomed  afperfion,  and  arretted  the  refpeft  of 
calm  and  enlightened  obfervers.  In  the  following 
manner  Sir  John  Davis  commits  himfelf  in  confi- 
dential intercourfe  with  a  keen  and  fagaciou^  Minif- 
ter :  "  There  is  no  nation  under  the  fun  that  dotl^ 
;*  love  equal,  and  indifferent  juftice,   better  than 

«  the 


^  the  Irifh,  or  will  reft  better  fatisfied  with  the  ex^ 
"  cution  thereof,  although  it  be  againfl:  themfelves, 
•*  fo  as  they  may  have  the  pf  oteftion  and  benefit  of 
^'  the  Law,  when  upon  juft  caufe  they  do  defire 
^  it."  For  centuries  that  bleffing  was  denied,  and 
the  natives,  neceffitated  to  live  under  the  tyranny  of 
feparate  and  difunited  chieftains ;  which  fyftem,  how« 
ever,  fortunately  prevented  an  union,  or  a  force  fuited 
to  general  population  againft  invading  antagonifts ; 
whiUi  the  latter,  allured  by  general  heroifm,  prc- 
^rred  a  /{ate  of  hoftility  to  regular  colonifation. 
Civil  diilenfion  in  this  manner  precluded  a  firm  ex- 
erdfe  of  political  wifdom,  or  a  proportioned  pro- 
grefs  of  legal  improvement.  One  clafs  of  the  inha- 
bitants conceived  an  adoption  of  Englifli  Law  as 
the  fttgma  of  conqueft,  and.  the  other  declined  to 
make  fucfa  oS^<y  as  ix&  nece£&ry  influence  muft  lead 
to  fimihtude  of  manners,  and  fincerity  of  friend- 
Hup. 

This  fepatation  of  the  civil  fyftem  had  flill  more 
fatal  effeds  upon  the  ecclefiaftical  eftablifliment ; 
each  ifland  profefTed  the  Roman  Catholic  religion. 
The  united  and  independent  fenfe  of  Englifii  lay- 
men was  feconded  by  an  enlightened  portion  of 
their  clergy.  To  refift  papal  ufurpations,  they  held 
communion  with  the  Romifii  fee  in  matters  of  faith, 

» 

without  furrendering  the  fupreme  patronage  of  the 
Church,  or  the  temporal  inrereft  of  the  nation.  The 
Irifh  people,  divided  ^nd  diftreifed,  could  neither  ex- 
erdfe  nor  concentrate  a  ftrength  of  opinion  or  le- 
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giflatio&  foited  to  this  formidfible  and  unceftfing  fo^i 
Thuti  at  the  dawn  of  the  reformation^  whilft  Englifli 
clergymen  ihook  to  its  foundation  the  papal  throne^ 
thi  Iri{h  priefthood  took  an  'oppolite  part^  to  which 
triminal  attachment  they  were  encouraged  by  chiefs 
tains  of  every  defcent^  who  forefaw  in  the  joint  pro>^ 
grefs  of  civil  and  religious  reformation^  a  downfal 
of  ufurped  power,  the  pofleffion  of  which,  feemed 
preferable  to  that  fettled  fecurity  and  rational  equa* 
lity  reconmiended  by  the  pure  precept  of  the  Pro^ 
teftant  faith,  and  enforced  by  the  juft  interpreters  of 
EngIi(hLaw« 

It  is  not  wonderful  that  with  fuch  powerful  aid^ 
and  under  that  fanfUfied  authority,  a  majority  of 
IriOimeti  adhered  to  the    ancient  fyftem,    which 
feemed  to  fecond  perfonal  freedom,  and  fan£tion  nxi 
tional  independence*    The  Proteftant  government 
had  to  ftruggle,  not  merely  with  floating  fanatical 
opinions,  but  with  the  fettled  interefts  of  a  warlike 
ariftocfacy,  and  an  united  hierarchy.  Thus  deprived 
of  that  powerful  fupport  which  landed  intereft  con^ 
fers,  or  religious  zeal  infpires,  peaceable  and  perma- 
nent dominion  could  only  be  extended  by  the  pa^^ 
tronage  and  protedion  of  municipal  Law.^^In  what 
manner,  under  what  circumftances,  and  with  what 
etk&  that  fyftem  was  introduced,  forms  the  objeft 

of  our  preibnt  inquiry. 

« 

The  reader  is  now  folicited  to  adapt  his  opinion  - 
to  a  def^uiption  correfpondent  with  ancient  periodt^ 

howe* 


honfexer  it  may  dljffer  filijm  the  prefent  Tituation  of 
dtfaer  ifland.  For  centuries  after  Strongbow's  de- 
fcent,  Dublin  did  not  exceed  in  ixze  the  modem  towa 
of  Wexford :  the  other  feaports  of  the  Jdngdiaoi 
in  the  bands  of  the  invading  colonics  exifted  on  a 
finiilar  fcale.  The  entire  fea  coaft  of  the  kingdom 
was  not  in  their  occupation.  Even  in  15339  the 
fept  of  O'Byrnes  fubmitted  (by  an  indented  treaty 
of  allegiance  with  Henry  VIIL)  to  the  condi^^ 
tion  of  fubje^ts,  and  furrendered  to  that  Prince 
.  the  town  and  ca/Ue  of  Wicklow.  But  the  Iriih  Ca* 
.  binet  from  habitual  felf-intereft  counterafted  the  in* 
tended  integrity  of  their  Sovereign ;  a  defcendible 
fecurity  to  landed  property  was  v/itbbeld,  and  no 
protedion  given  to  aftive  induftry  by  legal  freedom : 
ptdJSbces  fuch  as  thefe,  were  finally  completed  by 
.  4emtorial  confifcatipn  and  peribml  plunder. 

Thb  txaniadtion  is  typical  of  Irifli  Goyemment  to 
that  period.  The  King  was  reprefented  by  Grace 
and  Mercy  through  all  his  dominions,  whilft  the  ex- 
cellence of  his  legal  and  perfonal  charader  was  de- 
nied to  Iri/h  fubjefts  :  how  pleafmg  the^conttail^t 
this  time  exhibited  to  our  brave  and  honeft  peafan^, 
whofe  perfons  are  protefted,  and  indpftry  encourag- 
ed, with  a  certainty  that  their  poibsrity  baveaconftitu- 
tional  right  by  merit  to  attain  profeflional  rankc^ 
ininiflerial  (lation.  Mu(l.notfelf4ntere(lfecondJ|ay- 
,  alty  in  difpofing  them  to  adhere  to  the  throne  pf 
George  III.  and  uphold  bis. mild  dominion  ?  In  this 
.flUinner  Prince  and  People  jcjmI;  review  the  vice  or  mi** 
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fery  of  diftant  ages,  and  improve  the  nationaF'hap- 
pinefs.  Ey  preceding  impolicy  the  rude  chieftahx 
of  a  narrow  diftrid:  was  linked  in  league  with  hi& 
Sovereign,  which,  however,  continued  during  the 
reigns  of  the  Tudor  line ;  for  the  mterior  part  of 
Wicklow  did  not  become  ihire-gro\md  until  the  ac- 
c^ffion  df  James  R 

Previous  'to  the  feventeenth  century  an  intercourfe 
between  Iriih  cities  was  kept  up  by  fea,  ior  through 
defiles  and  paffes  occupied  by  an  envenomed  and  op- 
preffed  foe,  with  whom  the  legrflation  of  the  ftate 
forbad  either  coalition  or  friendfhip :  any  acquired 
portion  of  inland  country  was  unwifely  etefted  into 
Palatinates,  ^hole  chieftains  preferred  independent 
dominion  to  the  falutary  rcftraints  of  regular  Law» 
Sage  chroniclers  imputed  this  to  degeneracy  of  man- 
ners, but  the  principle  flowed  from  that  appetite  for 
power,  to  which  human  nature,  untamed  by  art  or 
education,  is  for  ever  prone. 

The  priefthodd  may  exercife  their  calling  in  every 
flage  of  fociety,  and  enjoy  proudeft  domihion,  or 
moff  extenfive  influence,  in  bartarous  periods,  Law 
is,  however,  the  child  of  civilifation,  and  thereby 
becomes  the  parent  of  an  ufefiil  and  powerful  prb- 
feflion.  Such  a  body  in  any  confiderable  number, 
GOuld  not  then  exift  in  Ireland.  There  were  no  cir- 
cuits for  centuries  after  the  introdudtion  of  'Engh'fh 
Law; — Superior  Courts  alone  afforded  any^encou- 
'ragement  or  reward  j— within  cacb  precihft -local 
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}iirifdi£tions  deterqrvined  civil  caufes,  and  martial  law, 
guided  by  Strongbownian  Palatines  orTanifticalxrhiefs, 
formed  the  criminal  code.  The  purefpirit  and  perfeA 
procefs  of  Englifli  Law  was  thus  confined  to  the  capi* 
tal  and  a  narrow  portion  of  the  Pale.  An  arrange^ 
ment  of  legal  officers  had  been  regularly  kept  up, 
and  Courts  conftantly  held,  which  employed  a  few 
B^rrifters,  who  escpeded,  after  a  practice  more  la* 
1)orious  than  lucrative,  to  attain  judicial*  ftation: 
from  this  motive  fuch  inhabitants  as  refolved  to  pre- 
pare by  legal  fldli  for  profeffional  eminence,  reforted 
to  the  Inns  of  Court  in  London,  where  Engliih  Law 
-wats  cultivated  in  the  higheft  perfeftion.  Great  b^ 
Befits  accrued  hereby  to  individuals,  and  to  the 
cooiitry.-r-Barrifters  acquired  an  intimacy  with  1&* 
gal  profeiTors  in  Edgland,  and  that  attachment  to 
the  feat  of  youthful  education,  which  is  feidom  enh 
dicated  from  feeling  or  honed  minds ;  they  were 
equally  bound  by  pride  and  felf-interen*  to  uphold  a 
connexion  ufeful  to  both  countries,  and  which  gave 
them  exclufive  emolument  and  rank. ,  To  this  lead« 
ing  principle  Ireland  owes  the  bleffings  of  a  confo 
lidated  Union,  and  that  zele  for  equal  law  and  lU 
berty,  which  has  through  ages  diltinguiihed  the 
pradicers  of  Irilh  Law. 

The  legal  profeflion  did  not  fuftain  a  rank  fo  ex* 
alted  in  England  as  in  this  kingdom"^  there  it  funk 
under  the  fuperior  and  furrounding  afcendancy  of 
Parliament  and  Peers — ^here  the  rights  of  a  national 
Senate  required  the  continual  aid  of  leg^  talents  to 

C  2  render 


4o  Hrstany  of  tk« 

» 

render  tli'cm  perrnahelit  or  kcme.  tVifli  mdepei^ 
dant  nobles,  ^oflefled  of  regal  dominion,  the  hw 
of  the  land  became  a  kind  of  law  of  nations  be- 
tween them  and  their  Sovereign,  of  which  fyftem 
Judges  and  Barrifters  were  ^e  real  interpreters  v  but 
'^^bbve  all,  the  ^alewas  nearly  encircled  by  hoftilefepts, 
defperate  from  profcfiption,  and  dangerous  to  the 
Ia(t  degree  by  habitual  courage,  therefdre^  Lawyers 
were  kept  in  continual  alarm,  and  todned  to  ever)^ 
tiaiiohal  exerc^e^ 

At  diftinguilhed  defcent  marked  the  early  invad* 
•^rs  of  Iceland,  they  were  fingularly  anxious  to  fiif- 
^tain  a  correfpondent  charisifter  in  their  new  ietde- 
inents,  and  Avta  rival  the  vanity  or  rank  of.  Mile- 
sian chiefs*  Merit  alone  could  not  effe£b,  what  is 
ib  common  in  modem  times,  the  elevation  of  a  maa 
of  mean*bifth  to  high  or  fupreme  command.  Feu- 
*dal  principles  forbad  the  tranfition,  nor  c6uld  royal 
Authority,  or  popular  influence,  fuddenly  fap  or  fiiakc 
"that  fyffem,  fo  deeply  interwoven  with  pride,  pow- 
'er,  and  felf-intereft.  From  the  preceding  high- 
'minded'  clafs,  uniformly-  fprung  the  profeflbrs  of 
Irifli  Law  at  that  periods  A  mixture  of  mifitarjF 
(kill,  and  legal  talent,  was  neceflary  to  attain  indivi* 
dual  eminence }  nor  can  we  doubt  that  genius,  or 
"even  unabated  induflry,  fecured  fuccefs — ^for  we  have 
feen  in  the  ranks  of  Voluntieers  and  Yeomen,  men 
of  the  fame  profeilion,  eminently  (killed  in  techni- 
'cal  and  military  tactics.. 

Engliih 


Eagliih  focieties,  comparatively  large^  and  d]£; 
^ecfed,  could  not  keep  fo  CtriSt  or  conftan^  a  Au^vcjC 
upon  their  meiribers  as  the  IrUh  Aflbciatioii  was  ca- 
bled to  do.  Thus  the  law  of  opinioj;!  bore  redoq^ 
^kd  ^way,  and  ieco^ded  every  honourable  incent^v^ 
to  corred  condud  by  peafonal  policy*  The  occ^ 
Aonal  appointment  of  Englifh  Deputies,  or  Judges, 
rendered  praAifers  inceflfantly  folicitous  to  unite  ta- 
lent wUh  integrity^ — fuch  acknawledged  qualities 
led  to  an  joitimate  intercourle  with  ^n  in  power, 
and  became  an  unerring  pailport  to  oi&cial  promo,- 
.f ion,  regular  parliamentary  parties  did  not  divid/^  lOp 
xiety^  nor  had  the  Goverijiment  of  Ireland  continuajl 
convenience  or  i^eceiia,ty  Vq  ilander  re£p^£kable  per^ 
fjnSf  from  a  wiih  to  promote  minions  of  infe^ig^ 
capacity^  ijftd\iftxy,  ox  integrity. 

The  Palatine  Poers  indulged  jan  imitation  of  r<^ 
authority,  and  for  tha,t  purpofe  preferred  inviolate 
che  legal  fyftem,  their  military  tenants  could  correct 
any  flagrant  abufe;,  not  by  ja  doubtful  revolt,  but  an 
inunediate  appeal  to  the  governm^eAt  of  their  com* 
mon  Sov&(agn^  as  the  impo%y  of  granting  Palatii« 
nate  power  was  deeply  and  iincerely  regretted,  the 
fl^hteft  cQ^1iplaint  afforded  a  pleaiing  pretext  £01;  in- 
terference or  oppi;e{fion»  Thus  there  exifted  aniiv- 
ceSant  motive  to  appoint  firm  and  upright  Judges 
jn  thefe  local  diftrids.  Tt\e  feudatories  were  even 
indulge  in  tyrauni(ing9  or  at  lead  qcercidng  arbi- 
trary authority  ov^  inferior  claflf^s,  from  an  hope 
of  ifatengthening  their  perfonal  attachment,  aud 
hereby  fe^uring  milit^  fidelity  and  zel$«  The  re- 
cords- 
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fiords  of  Palatinate'  Courts  affure  us  of  the  regular 
pTZ&iC€y  though-  filent  as  to  the  political  motive. 
Such  documents  invariably  prefent  a  eorreft  epitome 
of  Englifh  Law,  whilft  the  royal  courts  in  the  capi- 
tal prefented  the  lame  fyitem  on  a  more  enlarged 
fcale* 

.  No  Inn  of  Court,  it  is  true,  had  ever  been  ef- 
tabliflied  in  Ireland  for  elementary  ftudy,  or  legal 
degrees,  nor  was  any  idle  dream  of  national  inde- 
Jjendence  in  early  ages  echoed  through  this  king- 
dom, but  as  extremes  ever  produce  their  oppofite, 
that  legal  prefumption  fprung  from  a  principle  equal- 
ly unfounded,  external  legiflative  fupremacyr  Un- 
der the  preffure  of  the  latter  pofition  anomalous  to 
general  liberty  and  Englifh  Law,  the  form  and  fub- 
ftance  of  a  transferred  legal  model  muft  be  confi- 
dcred  as  fubordinate  and  infecure,  though  enjoyed 
by  the  blended  coalition  of  gallant  adventurers,  o^r 
privilegjed  flatives. 

Wealth  and  Commerce  are,  to  a  certain  degree, 
extremely  valuable  j — the  former  difpenfes  perfonal 
comfort,  and  the  latter  extends  national  civilifation. 
But  patriotifm  diffolrcs  thefe  powerful  ties,  when  in- 
confiftent  with  national  honor,  or,  what  is  more 
juftly  .dear  to  the  human  race,  the  permanent  inte- 
reft  of  defcendants.  Our  predeceffors  were  fortu- 
nately unacquainted  vnth  fuch  corroding  queftions, 
and  faw  nothing  in  the  praftice  of  Englifli  Law,  but 
a  juft  objeft  of  imitation,  with  a  conftitutional  claim 
to  its  fuU  enjoyments— EveaMilefian  natives  rofe  fu- 
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yeiioriq*^be  prejudices  o£  local  edueatioB/  and  jult* 
I7  attract  the  admiration  of  our  time,  by  a  repe^||d 
felicitation  of  Englifh  legal  privileges,  and  a  fettled 
regret  or  difcontent  at  it&  rejedion,  by  an.  unwife 
and  corrupt  Government 

• 

Succeeding  poHcy  feemed  equally  abfurd,  whicli 
could  hope  for  the  grateinl  or  animated  attachment 
of  Iriflimen,  and  yet  infult  their  judgment  and  loy- 
alty, by  giving  a  different  extent  or  conftru£tion  to 
legsA  prisGipies  and  maxims,  in  the  two  kingdoms. 
Altered  maimers  will  have  a  fuitable  cffeGt,  and  £ng« 
land  be  revered  as  the  common  temple  of  I^gal  free- 
4om,  whiUt  the  fubje^ls  of  its  extended  Empire  are 
permitted  to  enjoy  equal  and  acknowleged  privi* 
leges  as  their  undoubted  and  inah'enable  inheritance. 
.Without  this  fixed  fennment  at  the  feat  of  govern- 
ment,  fplendid  conquefts,  or  extended  commerce, 
would  accelerate  public  ruia,  and  involve  Englifh 
freedom  in  the  melancholy  wreck.  Surrounding 
xiations  of  Europe  in  the  preceding  manner  ex- 
^b^nged  feudal  independence  for  a  defpotifm  fanc- 
xiooed  and  fupported  by  the  comments  and  authp* 
pty  of  external 'ieg^l  codes^ 

««  Wbilft  Irifh  and  Britons,  foreign  Laws  defpVd; 
'*  Still  kept  unconquered*  though  unci vilis*d, 
•^  Attached  to  native  rizhts.  and  uncontroul'd,    .   . 
•*  They  dill  defied  the  Romans  as  of  aid." 

r 

But  nothing  fortified  national  freedom  more  than 
<he  ftrength  of  Monarchy  which  had  fortunately 

been 
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hieA  eftablifhrfd  m  England  from  fh^  death  bf  StA 
fl0n^  Xffith  power  fufficient  to  awe  ariftocracy,  coft* 
troul  facerdotal  craft,  and  fupprefs  popular  infur^ 
f efftioH :  legal  praflicers  thus  became  the  refiervecj 
guard  of  national  freedom,  and  created  or  extended 
thofe  falutary  comments  which  preferve  inviolate  th^ 
tefpeftive  rights  of  King,  Nobles,  and  People, 
Many  of  thofe  ancient  maxims  were  incorporated  in 
,6ur  Statute  Book  under  Edward  I.  but  the  common 
Law  attained  the  pinnacle  of  collegiate  perfeftioh  iq. 
the  reign  of  Edward  III. ;  as  its  principles  and  prac- 
ticfe  uniformly  prevailed  through  an  extenfive  king, 
dom,  an  opulent  and  powerful  body  was  fiiilained 
in  public  ftation,  or  by  the  aftive  e^ercife  of  pri* 
Vattf  prpfeffion, 

Befides,  an  inftilar  Htuatlon  gave  oceafionul  inter* 
tniflion  to  military  exertions,  during  which  periods, 
a  confiderable  acceflion  accrued,  of  perfons  digni-i' 
fied  by  hereditary  rank,  family,  and  fortune,  Thtis 
a  tafte  for  legal  knowledge  was  diffufed  through  the 
r6alm ;  and  national  councils  enlightened,  not  ^bf 
an  inconfiderate  adoption  of  foreign  Law,  but  9. 
calm  review  and  melioratibn  of  Britifh  legal  maxims 
under  the  fandion  of  appropriate  comments,  or  ft^ 
tutable  authority. 

This  fortunate  coincidence  fecured  to  the  Mo» 
naich  an  exemption  from  papal  power,  and  to  the 
great  body  of  the  people  the  ineftimable  bleffing  of 
civil  freedom ;  the  legal  body  even  acquired  an  ad- 
ditional incentive  to  underftand  and  ijnprove  their 
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pvckruhr  ftudy,  and  thereby  devaip.the  natioiul 
0)de  beyond  the  cavils  or  criticifm  of  Canonifis  and 
Civilians.  The  free  fpirit  of  £agliih  law  prevented 
any  engagement  of  its  profeffors  in  fiate  affairs,  or 
9&y  courtly  commentaries  fubverilve  of  general  pr^ 
Yileges^  The  human  mind,  confined  to  one  pro» 
feflional  porfuit,  exercifed  unfpent  ftrength  in  its  il« 
luftratioa  and  fupport.  Perfonal  freedom,  and  trial 
by  Jury,  which  were  unknown  to  (he  Civil  or  Canon 
Ilaw,  became  from  that  motive^  as  well  as  their  in* 
tfin/ic  ezcelience,  the  favourite  theme  of  common 
Lawyers ;  fi^ion  was  rendered  auxiliary  to  b£k^  and 
ibphiilry  to  reafon,  in  ftrengthening  thefe  great 
bulwarks.  Natiopal  vanity  aUb  contributed  to  dr« 
culate  the  unadulterated  ulages  of  England,  and  to 
rqeft  as  a  bstdge  of  dominion,  the  j^lofies  of  foreign 
fyftemSf 

Among  the  few  men  who  united  a  complete 
knowledge  of  the  three  codes,  the  Common  Law 
preferved  a  proper  afcendancy  over  the  mind ;  thus^ 
the  fuperior  regularity  of  the  two  former  v^as  prefled 
into  the  fervice  of  the  latter,  and  the  principles,  as 
well  as  maxims  of  defpotifm,  foftened  and  rendered 
fubfidiary  to  the  caufe  of  freedom ;  we  even  fee  the 
claflic  language  of  each,  not  only  incoiporated  with* 
out  mischief,  but  to  important  ufe. 

The  reader  muft  here  permit  me  to  pay  that  re* 
fped  fo  well  deferved  to  the  venerable  (hade  of  Brac- 
ton.  That  great  Lawyer  and  honeft  man  ranged 
trough  the  civil  Law,  untainted  by  its  do£bines,  un^ 
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moved  by  die  fafbionable  folly  of  bis.  time,  *^  Amofig^ 
ihc  many  faithlefs,.  faithful  found,^'  he  had  thin 
£bnfe  to  difcern,  and  the  fpirit  to  reje6l,  the  gilded 
bait  of  defpotifm :  if  he  imitated  cotemporary  prac- 
tice in  quoting  that  celebrated  code,  his  genius  fur- 
Biih^d  an  antidote  to  the  pdfon,  his  comment  cor- 
celled  the  text:  like  an  able  chymift,  he extrade^ 
heating  medicines  from  the  moft  deadly  roots^  la 
fiibfequent  periods,  Lyndewode  and  $mith,  equally 
learned  in  foreign  codes,  reviewed  the  legal  polii:y  of 
England,  in  works  alike  O'^ught  with  Roman  fpirit,, 
and  ]^ritilh  freedom^ 

The  reign  of  Edward  IIL  is  therefore  as  memora- 
ble for  an  illuflration  of  Englilh  Law,  the  prohibi* 
tion  of  improper  exports,  and  a  due  encouragement 
of  infant  manufa£lure,  as  for  chivalrous  gaiantry^ 
and  unconquerable  military  fpirit.  The  genius  of 
thefe  great  Monarchs  was  infufed  intQ  the  councils 
of  Irdand,  and  remaining  records  atteft  the  purity* 
^nd  perTe£tibn  of  legal  practice  in  each  period.— 
The  Statute  Book,  however,  appears  a  blank,  not* 
vdthftanding  the  frequent  Parliaments  held,  and  fe- 
yeral  Statutes  enadted  in  each  reign.  ,  But  hiftory^ 
in  that  refpeft,.  fupplies  the  chafm,  and  authenticate^ 
kgiilatiye  provifions  of  a  Angular  kind* 

Be  it#fuf&cient  here  to  remark,  that  Irifh  prac* 
ticers  felt  the  full  force  of  Englilh  habits  and  infti- 
tutions,  aiiid  therefore,  as  early  as  the  reign  of  Ed- 
ward I.  adopted  a  coP^giate  connexion,  which  was 
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erfended  and  confirmed  in  die  time  of  his  illuftriout 
gfandfon. 

No  account  has  reached  our  time,  though  fiich 
may  exift  among  the  concealed  or  mmilated  records 
of  the  realm,  whether  die  Crown  gaw  the  legal  bo^ 
dy  any  fcite  for*  collegiate  refidence  during  the  go^ 
vemment  of  the  Plantagenets.     In  truth,  an  oppo- 
fite  presumption  arifes,  as  no  recital  of  that  kind 
occurs  in  the  grant  of  the  Xing's  Inng.     However, 
convenience,  as  well  as  imitation^  led  Iriih  Judges 
and  ftafticers  to  a  voluntary  aflbciacion,  wherein, 
wifh  becoming  integrity,  they  adopted  as  much  of 
the  original  inftitution,  as  correfpotided  with  their 
local  ftation* :  ftnallnefs  of  number  forbad  a  fepara- 
tion  of  Judges  and  Barrifters,  which  was  alfo  mw 
neceffary,  as  vto  legal  degrees  were  conferred  in  thii 
country.     The  whole  body  ftill  continued  a  part  of 
the  Englifti  focieties,  and  thdr  condud  as  to  inter- 
nal propriety  was  fubjeft  to  that  ini})eftion,  with  a 
right  of  appeal  to  the  prefcriptive  vifitorial  authori- 
ty of  the  Judges  at  Weflmihfter. 

The  preparatory  courfe  of  ftudy  in  that  country 
fecured  a  fimilitude  of  fenriment  on  ^this  important 
^int :  had  any  portion  thereof  been  affigned  to  Ire- 
land, a  popular  prefumption  mufl  gain  ground,  that 
the  completion  here  would  be  equally  ufefuL  The 
procefs  or  interpretation  of  law-may  be  thus  infen- 
Tibly  varied,  and  a  feparadon  of  the  kingdoms  ef- 
feded,  whenever  public  calamity  or  mifgovemment 
gave  rife  to  defpondence  or  difcontent.  It  was  wor- 
thy 
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thy  of  Eaglifli  wiGdos^  and  Irifli  ioyaltj,  to  avoid  that 
dangerous  rock. 

An  Iriih  inn  of  Court  was  tfaeiefc^e  ^ablifhed 
m  ike  retgn  of  Edward  I.  tot  this  laudable  purf>ofe^ 
and  fiibordinale  coone^iioa  ^  it  w^  called  CoHetfs 
Jn%  and  lay  ootfide  t|te  walls  of  the  city,  where 
J£xchequer  and  South  George's-ftreet  now  ftaadL 
la  that  precind  the  fuperior  Courts  of  Juftice  were 
pHb  heid,  furf ouodying  Ps^l^tinatei^  or  Irilh  Chiefri^ 
rendcfed  the  aSiye  duties  of  the  King's  Bench  an4 
Common  Pleas  v^y  trifling*  Thje  equitable  jurif- 
di£bon  of  Chancery  did  not  thea  exifl:^  or  at  leaft 
had  nq  ^xtenfive  fubject  matter  to  operate  upon--r 
j^hilft  an  appetite  for  revenue  gave  to  the  Es^cbequer 
^mpW  9nd  conftant  buiinefs. 

An  incide&t  extremely  natural  to  the  exifting  go* 
vei nn\€n(  of  Irel^^d,  and  its  profcribed  opponents^ 
difturbed  the  pea^dpMl  difTonance  of  this  legal  tribe--r 
a  band  from  tt>e  Wicklow  mountains  watched  an 
opportunity,  whilfl  the  Deputy  and  a  greater  part 
of  the  garrifon  were  on  a  military  tour,  and  con- 
cealing t^inf(^ves  in  thick  woods  to  the  fouthward 
of  Dublin,   ^ne^pe£tedly  entered,   plundered  the 
Exchequer,  burnt  the  {Records,  and  flew  the  uur 
armed  and  unprepared  inhabitants,     'iliis  fmgular 
3nd  fuccefsful  attack  will  remind  the  claflic  reader 
ihat  about  the  fame  period  an  equal  misfortune  af> 
fefted  the  profeffioA  at  the  Temple,  ^nd  i^  France 
deftroyed  every  veftige  of  dvilifation  and  fcience  at 
the  provincial  fcminaries  of  juridical  learning.    For 
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mSkiTY  marauders  and  incifclblfli  riofers  hare  v/ith 
uniform  acrimony,  in  every  age  or  country,  borne  a 
rooted  hatred  to  literary  mnnimi^ts  and  legal  efta- 
bliibments*  However,  the  coital  of  each  idngdom 
fortunately  efcaped  the  general  ihock. 

'By  the  preceding  event,  legal  Pra£ticers  were  dri- 
ven within  the  walls  of  the  city,  and  fuperior  Courts 
df  Juftice  held  at  the  Gaftlie,  and  even  at  Gariow, 
which  was  then  confidered  an  impregnable  fortrefs, 
on  the  iGuth^m  frontier  of  the  Englifh  l^le.  This 
removal  of  fupreme  national  Courts  from  the  cajM*. 
tal,  and  each  other,  muft  have  fatal  effeds  upon  ibt  ' 
legal  habits  and  the  cbllegiate  contieidon  of  judges 
and  PraAicers.  Correct  arrangement  of  judidal 
dedfion  would  fhortly  evaporate  'from  the  Bench^ 
and  fettled  i^Ronxict^  upheld  by  loqoacious  pre- 
fumpdoD,  fuperfede  dafEc  tafte  or  profeffional  talent 
at  the  bar.  In  this  manner  municipal  barbarifiii 
mud  be  ancillary  to  monkifh  craft,  in  refilling  the 
movements  of  civil  or  religious  reform  under  Henry 
VI IL  Yet  Ireland  owes  its  dcape,  not  to  the  po- 
lidc  forecaft  of  an  irregular  and  corrupt  govern* 
ment,  for  the  mifchief  was  (uperieded  and  fuppreifed 
by  the  judicial  influence  and  revered  charader  of  an 
enlightened  individual.  Thus  there  fortunatelyaroie 
in  the  profefSon  one  of  thofe  eminent  men,  who 
with  unerring  certainty  arreft  the  applaufe  of  pofte* 
rity,  and  appeal  to  its  impartial  verdid  from  the  iii- 
t^efted  neglect  or.  miftfiif  errors  of  cotemporaries. 
This  is  the  true  triamph  of  perfonal  merit  j  what 
bears  its  fieetiAg  image  cannot  be  long  upheld  by 
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flattery  or  power,  whilft  the  fterling  fhrnip 
rates  by  time,  and  becomes  immortal.  In  this  me* 
morable  clafs  Sir  Robert  Prefton,  Chief  Baron  of 
the  Exchequer  under  Edward  III.  deferves  a  fettled 
(tation.  Profoundly  learned  in  his  profeffion,  in* 
flexibly  juft  in  the  exercife  of  judicial  duty,  and 
highly  heroic  in  defence  of  the  country,  wealth, 
power,  and  rank,  were  only  eftimable  in  his  eye,  as 
they  adminiflered  to  the  luxury  of  doing  good^ 
Hiis  honeft,  brave,  and  enlightened  patriot,  difm^ 
tereftedly  ai&gned  to  the  legal  body  his  roomy  refi* 
dence,  which  thence  took  the  name  of  Prefton's  Inn. 
It  occupied  that  fpace  of  ground  whereon  the  Royal 
•Exchange  and  adjacent  houfes  in  Parliament-ftreet 
now  {land,  and  exteaded  very  near  to  the  Liffey* 
In  this  pofition  Judges  and  Barrifters  were  lodged 
for  two  centuries,  the  buildings  modified  at  their 
private  expence,  and  the  fociety  upheld  in  collegiate 
form  without  external  oitentation  or  internal  cor«» 
ruptionJ 

A  difturbance  arofe,  which  was  not  forefeen  b7 
the  generous  donor ;  he  left  a  certain  part  of  the  re- 
fldence  to  his  brother,  (Sir  Robert  died  without 
iflue)  whofe  family  were  ndfed  to  the  peerage.  Dif- 
putes  arofe  about  this  undivided  property ;  for 
though  ground  in  the  country  fcarce  bore  any  pro- 
portioned, value,  or' income  to  what  it  produces  at 
this  time,  Poniage^  Murage,  and  above  all,  the  fecu«- 
rity  of  a  walled  town,  gave  an  higher  price  to  the 
fcite  of  houfes  within  that  protefled  circuit,  fuch  as. 
en  a  fuperficial  view  muft  appear  extravagant,  or 
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^eren  farprifirig — thus,  political  problems  are  dearly 
explained,  and  apparent  contradidions  *  reconciled 
by  an  accurate  comparifon  of  the  ftate  of  fociety  in 
different  periods. , 

Government  lent  its  aid  to  the  noble  Peer,  and 
even  the  public  voice  declare,  that  if  the  limits 
-were  doubtful,  Prefton's  heir  was  intituled  to  the 
debateable  ground ;  that  invifible  body,  called  the 
legal  profeffion,  had  a  fucceffion  of  feeble  fupporters  ' 
vntlun  itfelf;  the  leading  members  preferred  the  fpe* 
cious  friendihip  of  wealth,  rank,  and  power,  to 
the^ern  and  unbending  integrity  of  perfonal  honor 
or  public  fpirit.  Biy  fuch  criminal  complaiiance,  en- 
croachments were  made,  and  the  legal  precinft  gra- 
dually narrowed,  thus  making  a  precedent  to  fanc- 
tion  the  more  atrocious  corruption  of  fucceeding 

dmes. 
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Public  evils,  however,  fpmetimes  refemble  private 
irasfoTtunes,  which  frequently  lay  the  foundation  of 
permanent  improvement,  and  perfonal  profperity. 
State  policy  rerfdered  it  inconvenient  to  hold  the 
Courts  of  Juftice  within  the  Cattle,  as  thefe  cham- 
bers were  required  for  military  refidents  and  their 
Deceflary  accommodation.  This  circumftance  led  to 
that  great  meafure  which  was  adopted  in  1 542,  The 
termly  feflions  of  the  fuperior  Courts  were  removed 
to  the  diflblved  monaftcry  of  the  Dominicans  on  the 
northern  fide  of  the  LifFey.  The  private  apartments 
-of  that  wealthy  brotherhood  often  hofpitably  accom- 
modated illuftrious  foreigners,   and  were  deemed 
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\fttitable  to  the  legal  eftabliihinenn  Thtis,  u  it  hf 
an  ominoug  concurrence  of  caofiss  and  event8^  diat 
learned  body  vbich  fiift  read  leflures  on  foreign 
laws  in  England,  and  introduced  them  into  Ireland^ 
funk  under  the  more  ufefol  afcendancy  of  the  com-- 
inon  Law,  and  its  enlightened  prafirffors.  In'  the 
iame  metnorable  year,  the  Lord  of  Ireland  aflumed 
the  more  congenial  title  of  King*  For  though  no 
enlai^edpower  accrued,  perfonal  pride  was  flattered, 
and  national  prejudice  indulged.  As  the  principles 
of  human  nature  never  vary,  however  diveriified  or 
&gacious  its  manners,  we  fee  at  this  moment,  the 
arrogant  feelings  of  Auftrian  pride,  and  profound 
diffimulatioa  ^f  Italian  policy,  bending  to  a  fimilar 
end. 

Government  made  it  an  implied  condition  with 
the  fociety,  to  releafe  to  the  Prefton  family,  its  re- 
maining or  interrupted  rights.  Gratitude  combined 
with  policy  in  complying  with  that  propofition.  The 
public  voice  aflumed  the  legal  habit  of  both  iflands, 
.  and  gave  to  the  new  fcite  an  apprqpriate  appellation 
of  its  founder,  and  in  this  manner  termed  it  King;*t 
bms.  Gra/s  Inn,  parcel  of  a  difiblved  monaftery, 
was  granted  in  the  fame  year  to  the  legal  body  in 
England,  whereby  that  learned  feminary  exchanged 
the  fituation  of  Tenant  for  that  of  Proprietor.  Thus, 
Law  which  is  fo  generally  the  humble  handmaid  of 
religious  fyftems,  and  the  energetic  organ  of  exift- 
ing  power,  was  enlifted  in  both  kingdoms  by  the  po- 
licy of  Tudor,  to  uphold  his  civil  authority,  and 
perpetuate  his  rel^ious  creed. 

That 


That  m^gnanimoiis  Prince  had  beams  of  good 
fenfe  \?hich  conflantly  controuled  his  rough  and 
boifterous  temper,  and  enabled  him  to  confuh  a  pro- 
per political  fntereft  in  every  great  crifis  of  his  teign* 
The  tlfurpation^  of  papal  power  were  more  odious 
to  him  than  any  principles  inculcated  by  the  Roman 
Catholic  religion ;  he  knew  that  the  latter  were  con-* 
iidered  merely  as  an  inftrument  of  Government  by 
the  papal  cabinet,  a  motive  more  permanent  and 
fteTfeveTing)  than  what  tfows  from  religious  bigotry 
or  zele»    England  exhibited  ftfdng  difcontent,  and 
created  qonfidefable  alarm  by  repeated  infurreftions. 
-*— Such  was  the  deluded  attachment  of  its  inhabi- 
tants to  papal  fupremacy,  and  tbe  exiftence  of  reli- 
gious houfes.     This  country  required  dill  nicer  ma- 
iiagement,  with  a  delicate  regard  to  its  civil  fitua- 
tion,  and  the  fettled  influence  of  an  trifh  priefl* 
hood* 

The  unifofttt  <itirfent  of  ^nelifli  chronicles  oY  an-» 
ta\%  had  founded  the  Plantagenet  claim  to  Irifh  do* 
minion  on  a  papal  grant.  Government,  fatisfied 
with  the  exercife  of  regal  right,  did  not  difavow  that 
infolent  transfer.  There  was  an  equal  foundation  in 
Law  or  Jufticc  for  the  revocation  as  the  original 
gift.  The  impudent  practice  of  that  crafty  Court 
did  not  efcape  Henry's  fagacity ;  he  therefore  natu- 
rally expefted  refiftance  in  a  nation  whofc  fervile 
dcrvotion  could  not  be  fliook  by  the  Bull  of  Adrian. 

The  joint  Government  of  England  and  Rome 
was  perfeftly  agreeable  to  popifii  priefts,  whilft  each 
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Cabinet  feconded  the  domeftic  inflaence.  of  the 
Church.  The  Proteftant  religion  counterafted  thw 
ancient  and  eftablifhpd  nnion,  and  was  likely  to 
change  a  great  majority  of  clergymen,  from  being 
the  willing  inftruments  of  order  or  fervility,  into 
aftive  miflionaries  of  (edition  and  treafon. 

Exclufive  of  the  interefted  zele  of  fecular  priefts^ 
there  were  at  that  time  ten  thoufand  regulars  in  the 
iflandy  a  ilngular  and  celebrated  order  of  men^ 
whofe  education  and  eondufl  appears  to  contradidt 
their  apparent  inftitution  and  end.  Precluded  from 
the  pofTefHon  and  enjoyment  of  property^  their  ava- 
rice ceafing  to  be  perfonal,  acquired  a  corporate 
ftrength.  Separated  from  the  bufmefs  of  fociety» 
an  unabated  ardour  animated  them  to  dire£t  the  ex- 
ertions  of  mankind.  On  the  reformation,  monks 
ftarted  from  the  fomnolence  of  centuries,  and  affum-^ 
ed  an  adlivity  fuited  to  the  new  order  of  things ;  a  fu- 
perftitious,  warlike,  and  unlettered  nation  afforded 
them  ample  materials  to  work  upon — with  what  fuc- 
cefsful  effeft,  Irifh  Hiftory  furnifhes  a  melancholy 
proof!  Thefairfex  alfo  added  four  thoufand  impreffed 
or  deluded  innocents  to  the  preceding  catalogue:  evea 
when"  infulted  nature  vindicated  her  rights,"  andfucb 
viftims  were  thereby  led  to  the  akar  of  Hymen,  the 
prejudice  of  education  and  profeffion  generally  in^ 
duced  them  to  atone  for  apoftacy  by  inftilling  into 
their  children  an  awful  obedience  to  the  Roman 
Pontiff,  and  fealing  fincere  repentance  by  a  deaths 
bed  relapfer  Such,  was  the  advanced  guard  of  Tu« 
dor's  religious  enemies,  a  body  too  numerous  to  be 
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allured  by  intereft,  and  too  bigoted  to  beinflueacid 
by  reafon,  volimitary  flaves  to  the  author  of  their 
tuin»  papal  fupremacy  has  been  upheld  by  nuns  and 
monks*  with  a  zele  equal  to  what  animates  eunuchs 
in  defence  of  an  eaftern  feraglio« 

A  feceiCon  equally  ardent  and  e2:teniive  in  th^ 
legal  line  would  give  Government  its  mofl:  formida- 
ble internal  enemies,  the  minifters  of  religion  and 
Law.  Henry  was  aware  of  this  double  danger, 
therefore  wifely  determined  to  weaken  and  divide 
the  blow.  A  fuppreflion  of  abbeys  enabled  him  to 
reward  the  wants  or  avarice  of  courtiers  in  his  fer« 
vice,  and  thereby  animate  them  by  fclf-intereft  to 
fupport  the  rifing  policy  of  his  reign  *,  fimilar  wif- 
dom  fuggefted^  that  it  was  proper  in  public,  as  in 
private  life,  to  anticipate  and  defeat  the  projedled 
defigns  and  malignancy  of  enemies  by  early  and 
energetic  aftlvity.  In  affuming  a  name  correlpon- 
dent  to  his  rank,  he  fliewed  furrouoding  nations  his 
influence  over  Iriflimen ;  m  ftrengthening  t}ie  ac- 
cullomed  habit  of  their  legal  education  by,  ftatutjh 
ble  authority,  he  pointed  to  all  his  fubje^s  the  ex- 
pefted  meafure  of  their  obedience,  that  Englifh 
Law  was  to  be  known,  prafticed,  and  enjoy eci 
through  all  his  dominions.  Whilft  his  manly  fpirit 
proved  to  civil  and  religious  tyrants  on.  the  continent, 
that  thus  armed  and  animated,  an  Englifh  Monarch 
has  inexhauftible  refources  and  unfbaken  ftreng^h ; 
to  effeftuate  thefe  politic  and  generous  putpofes, 
that  wife  and  warlike  King  approached  an  Irifli  Par^ 
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fiament  thus  refpe£lmg  its  legal  conftitution,   and 
recognUing  the  national  independanee. 

In  tikis  maaner  the  public  voice  declared,  that  the 
hereditary  Lord  of  IreTand  was,  and  of  right  ought 
to  be,  its  King*     A  pretended  conqueft,  or  the 
more  oppreffive  ufurpation  of  a  papal  title,  were 
hereby  trampled  under  foot. — ^The  Statute  alfo  con- 
demned with  equal  precifion  and  energy  the  fubfe- 
quent  treafons  which  flowed  from  either  Iburce. 
Wife  and  eonfiderare  men  will  not  impute  it  to  pro- 
felSonal  pedantry,  if  I  afBrm,  that  the  uniformity 
of  legal  education  in  both  iflands  was  equally  im« 
|)ortant  ta  the  inunediate  ftrength  of  his  Govern-' 
ment,  and  the  growing  profperity  of  both  king^ 
floms*    Such  alfo  was  the  opinion  of  an  Englifh  Ca- 
binet, and  Irifh  Parliament.^    To  prevent  a  perver^ 
iion  of  Common  Law,,  that  declaratory  Statute  was 
made,  by  which  perfons  intituled  to  prance  at  the 
Irilh  Bar  muft  be,    previoiis  thereto— years^  refiant 
at  an  Englifli  Inn  of  Court ;  for  it  was  not  thought 
fit,  that  any  man  Ihould  proiefs  the  Law  in  Ireland 
under  an  inferior  or  different  courfe  of  fludy  from 
the  Englifh  Barrifter,  in  which  coimtry  no  man  can 
be  admitted  to  pra£):ife  as  a  Lawyer,  before  he  hath 
been  called  to  the  Bar ;  it  has  therefore  been  ruled 
by  folemn  judicial  decifion,  **  that  by  the  courfe  of 
the  common  Law,  a  man  may  not  give  council  or 
stdvice,  until  he  hath  been  called  to  the  Bar,  not 
^en  though  he  hath  letters  patent  enabling  him  ta 
do  fo,  as  fully  as  if  he  had  been  called  to  the  Bar."^ 
And  all  the  cuftoms  and  ufages  of  making  Barrif«- 
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lers,  Benc1ier$9  Serj^aots,  and  Judges,  are  part  of 
ihe  common  Law  of  ^  Jand^  fandioned  by  the 
mod  early  writersi,  xecogn^d  by  fuch  intermediate 
fages  as  Forfefcue^  PhwdeSy  Coke,  Dyer^  Sdiden^ 
BacGHy  Najj  and  Hale^  and  uQoontT:adi£ked  by  any 
of  its  numerous^  fand&l,  hardened,  and  .impudent 
mifinterpreters. 

Not  is  any  rule  of  dvil  right  and  order  in  die 
Engii/b  cod^  more  agreeable  or  xronfonam  to  xhsX 
perfed  realbn,  which  it  is  the  glory  of  the  common 
Law  to  refemble.  It  accords  with  Jiiftice,  ujrfiolds 
the  Monarchy,  ilrengthens  Parliament,  and  fecurea  , 
the  liberty  of  the  Subjed.  As  a  juft  difplay  oS  na« 
6onaI  pride  be  it  alfo  affirmed,  that  there  is  not  any 
country  in  Europe,  where  any  bipedal  degree  is  giveft 
in  the  muiikripaJ  Law,  but  only  the  realm  of  Eng- 
bod.  And  though  there  is  no  Inn  of  Court  in  Ire- 
land upon  EngiiAi  principles,  nor  degrees  conferred 
of  Benchers,  Serjeants,  or  Barrifters,  yet  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  common  Law  extend  to  Ireland,  and 
are  the  inalienable  inherit^ncre  of  all  its  inhabit 
tants. 

Until  the  aStfa  of  Henry  VIII.  no  oath,  except 
diat  of  allegiance,  was  required  from  the  fubjed, 
nor  was  that  neceflary  to  official  fituation,  as  the 
Law  prefumed  it  engraven  on  the  heart  of  every 
fubjefi:  but  it  was  doubtful  whether  an  Englifli 
Barrifter  had  a  right  to  be  called  to  the  Irifh  Bar 
without  leave  from  the  State,  and  it  alfo  was  alTumed 
as  an  appennage  of  the  Irifli  Viceroy  ^id  Council 
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to  admit  perfons  to  legal  pradice  without  having 
been  members  of  an  Englifli  Inn  of  Court— to  cor- 
real the  former  doubt,  and  fupprefs  the  latter  ufur** 
pation  of  c6mm6n  Law  authority,  the  above  Sta* 
tute  was  ena£ted,  by  a  violation  of  which,  an  Iriih 
Viceroy  or  Chancellor  would  incur  impeachment, 
imprifonment,  or  death,  in  which  folemn  difcuffion 
the  pooreft  Cornifli  borough  would  be  a  fortrefs  of 
Jrifh  freedom,  and  its  honeft  or  enlightened  repre- 
fi^tative  the  vengeful  opponent  of  a  public  wrong  t 
for  what  could  be  greater  than  a  roifconftruftion  pf 
this  well  weighed  and  ufeful  Statute,  by  which  a 
fucceflion  of  pracliccrs  has  been  fecured  for  the 
common^  benefit  of  both .  countries,  verfed  in  the 
Laws,  and  attached  to  the  Govei:nment  of  Eng- 
landt 

A  legal  fyftem,  thus  improved  and  proteSed,  me* 
rited  the  countenance  of  a  wife  and  learned  Princet 
Henry  therefore  granted  to  its  profeflbrs  for  refi-p 
dence,  the  faid  monaftery  of  Friars  Preachers,  with 
the  grounds  appurtenant  thereunto  in  the  following 
form,  as  faithfully  tranflated  from  the  originsil 
grant:  "  In  the  33d  year  of  Henry  VIII.  the  King 
demifed  to  John  AUen^  Chancellor;  Sir  Gerald 
Aylmer,  Ch'ef  Juftice  of  the  King's  Bench ;  Sir 
Thomas  Luttrell,  Chief  Jullice  of  the  Common 
Pleas ;  Patrick  Whyte,  fecond  Baron  of  the  Ex- 
chequer ;  Patrick  Barnewall,  Serjeant  of  the  King ; 
Robert  Dillon,  Attorney  General;  Walter  Cowley, 
Solicitor  of  the  King ;  and  to  the  other  Profeffhrs  of 
the  L4W9  tb^  mpj^tftery  ox  houiis  of  Ffiars  Preacher 
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fiesT  Dublin,  and  the  fite,  circuit,  ambit,  and 
^recind.of  the  faid  monaftery  and  church,  with  the 
iteeple  and  cemetery  ci  the  fame,  together  with 
all  the  jnefluages,  edifices,  miHs,  orchards,  gardens, 
lands,  tenements,  and  other  hereditaments  wfaatfo- 
ever,  with  the  appurtenances  of  the  faid  monaftery 
or  houfe ;  likewife  fifteen  mefltiages,  with  the  ap- 
purteoan^es,  in  the  parifti  of  St.  Midlands,  within 
the  franchifes  of  the  city  of  Dublin.  One 
meflfuage,  with  the  appurtenances,  in  the  ftreet 
ca//ed  Patrick-flreet ;  one  mefTuage,  with  its  appur- 
tenances, in  the  ftreet  called  New-ftreet,  and  the 
flioiety  of  a  certain  meadow  called  £llenhorfe-mead, 
otherwife  Gibbet*s-mead,  with  the  appurtenances, 
in  the  county  of  Dublin,  and  all  other  profits,  poC^ 
l^ffioDS,  aad  hereditaments  whatfoever,  with  the 
appurtenances  in  Dublin,  and  the  fuburbs  of  the 

This  grant  refembled  the  Statute:  it  was  tempo- 
rary and  experimental,  being  but  for  a  term  of 
twenty-one  years ;  however,  the  Society  was  there- 
by interefted  in  the  eftablifhment  of  the  Prqteftant 
religion,  -and  a  complete  fuppreffion  of  religious 
houfes.  The  preceding  mode  was  confonant  to 
found  policy,  which  muft  ever  direft  an  enlightened 
government  to  give  eafe  and  dignity  to  legal  pro- 
f^ors,.  and  to  continue  the  bounty,  until  fo  impro- 
bable a  circumftanc^  may  occur,  as  that  the  body  at 
large  Ihould,  by  perfonal  or  general  ignorance  and 
corruption,  juftify  a  forfeiture.  The  efFeft  ought 
aifo  to  be  tried  upon  a  temporary^  and  not  a  perpe- 
V  tual 
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tual  plan,  left  ft  Cettled  inheritance  may  indiice  lca4« 
ing  men  in  the  profeiiion  to  anticipate  the  profl^o 
gacy  of  iijbfequent  times,  a^d  divert  to  family  fprr 
tune,  or  friendly  patronage,  th^  politic  bounty  of  (h^ 
Sovereign. 

< 
As  every  age  is  marked  by  peculiar  m^nnersj  th9 
Court  aifumes  the  genera}  tinAure,  often  acquinpg 
inordinate  power,  and  frequently  finking  into  Wr 
fuitable  diftf^fs.  Henry's  reign  w^s  diftinguifb^d  by 
aji  uncommon  acceffion  of  property,  which  w^  i$ 
profufely  diftributed,  as  it  had  been  profligately  obt 
tained.  Juftice  exads  an  acknowledgment  that  mat 
ny  fplendid  and  uieful  jbundation$  thence  ^rofe  in 
the  filter  kingdom,  in  which  ^^ye  induftry  aiid  ex^ 
tenfive  l^rnipg  fuperieded  fettled  floth  and  gloomy 
fuperltition.  Private  perfpps  aUp.  }>f^p^fit(ed  thid 
State  by  fuccefsful  felicitation.  Such  grants  wera 
more  promptly  and  pe^-manently  improved,  than  if 
they  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  Crown,  and  the 
balance  of  the  Conftitution  reftor^d  in  ^vo^r  pf  itft 
original  fundamental  part — the  Comfnons*  Had  the 
Stewarts  wifely  weighed  this  return,  ^nd  theretq 
adapted  their  adminiitration,  fimilar  bl^Pgs  might 
await  that  ill-fated  race  to  what  has^  adorned  the 
Ijoule  of  Brunfwick,  or  at  this  moment  elevates  the: 
charader  of  George  ^L  and  gives  to  him  the  legi- 
limate  defpotifm  of  a  Britifli  Monarch — a  right  to 
reign  in  the  hearts  of  a  Free  Peoplf . 

The  civil  ^nd  religious  fituati.Qn  of  Ireland  fox* 
bade  its  receiving  e<}ual  adv9j[>t|^^  from  the  bounty 
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Cf  beaeficcQt  dirpofitlon  of  a  wife  or  heroic  Sovoi* . 
^e%ii.  The  interefted  views  of  a  Viceroy,  and  hit 
yen^  cabal,  mpnopolifad  for  temporary  profit,  or 
permaneot  provifion,  the  Crown^9  imi^enfe  acoiaifi? 
dons.  The  patriot  purpofeg  which  in  England  ge- 
ixerated  important  and  encreafing  improvements  were 
obftruded  or  negleded  in  Ireland,  where  courtly 
craft  dire^ed  partial  patronage,  to  fatiate  the  ava* 
rice  of  hungry  courtiers,  or  unlettered  military  ad« 
venturers.  Such  impolitic  and  indifcriminate  bounty 
enge/2dered  difcontent,  encouraged  ufurpation,  an4 
difpofed  .many  fettlers  to  look  for  landed  property 
through  the  medium  of  public  convulfions,  an4 
amid  all  the  horrors  c^  civil  wars. 

Political  principles  require  certain  time  to  ripen, 
and  then  produce  an  unerring  efFeft.  Thus,  the 
Stewarts  funk  under  the  evil  pradHces  which  wer« 
lanftioned  by  the  Plantagenets,  or  (he  defpotifm 
refulting  from  the  impolicy  and  mifgovemment  ef 
theTudors,  but  which  that  ilUfated  line  had  neither 
courage  to  controul,  nor  wifdom  to  foften.  A  Govern- 
ment and  Nadon  materially  differs  as  to  political 
esrents ; — the  former,  if  weakly  condufted,  yields 
to  the  growing  tempeft ;  whilft  the  latter,  ftrength- 
cued  by  population  and  courage,  braves  the  inju- 
rious preiTure,  and  finally  weathers  the  incumbent 
ftorm.  In  this  manner  Ireland  has  grown  to  a  com- 
paratively gigantic  ftrength,  though  the  munificent 
bounty  of  the  Crown  has  been  often  unwifely  with- 
held, and  ftiU  more  frequently  mifapplied. 

An 
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An  dlabiifhment  of  the  King's  Inns  Society,  with 
aconcurrent  Statute,  enforcing  Irifh  legal  education 
at  Englifh  Inns  of  Court,  forms  a  folid  bafe  for  the 
charadler  of  Henry  to  reft  upon  as  King  of  Ireland. 
This  ftately  monument,  impervious  to  the  corrofive 
malignity  of  religious  hate,  or  the  perifhable  fickle* 
nefs  of  political  fyftems,  muft  prefent  him  to  impar^- 
tial  pofterity,  as  an  enlightene|l  Legiflator,  profound 
Statefman,  and  patriot  Prince.     From  that  refined» 
though  remote  fource,   alfo  flows  the  ineftimable 
blefling,  which  Iriflimen  now  enjoy  in  an  acknow- 
leged  legal  participation  of  the  Britiih  Conftitudpn. 
Y^t  thi3  coxmnunion  of  legal  maxims  and  legiflative 
privilege  will  be  incomplete  and  uncertain,  if  the 
feat    of   education    for   Law    Students     be    not 
exclufively  and  irrevocably  fixed  in  London.     Mo- 
deni'  King's  Inns  ipnouatipn»  equally  hoftile  to  ex« 
ifting  Law  or  permanent  imperial  Union,  exhibits 
a  prominent  political  vice  in  ptefuming  to  deviate 
from  that  falutary  plan.  " 

The  reader  muft  again  revert  to  the.  ftate  of  Ire- 
land  and  the  fituation  of  this  capital  in  the  fixteenth 
century,  or  he  will  not  fufficiently  appreciate  the 
value  of  the  Royal  grant,  and  its  profeflional  conve- 
nience. A  facerdotal  annalift  has  been  cenfured  for 
farcaftic  exaggeration,  wjien  he  affirmed  Dublin  to . 
fwarm  with  friars,  as  Egypt  in  plague  time  did 
with  frogs;  but  no  oflfence  can  be  given  to  the 
friends  of  decency  or  truth  by  repref(?nting  th/fr  .cle- 
rical body  as  greater  in  number  than  t\\p  merchants 
tlje»  refident  in  the  Irilh  Metropolis.     If  the  honeft 
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pride  of  patriotifm  feels  humbled  at  this  infant  ap- 
pearance of  Iri(h  trade,  the  legal  eftabliihment  at 
leaft  bore  a  proportionable  fcale  to  the  comparative 
fize  of  each  kingdom,  and  was  greatly  fuperior  to 
any  fuch  fixture  in  Scotland, 

In  that  ancient  and  warlike  country,  its  enlight-* 
ened  inhabitants  did  not  at  that  period  attain  as  ex- 
tenfive  a  profeflionaj  fettlement  nor  a  judicial  fyftem 
equally  Icorreft.  The  Court  of  Seflion  was  but  re- 
centjy  conftituted  upon  the  model  of  the  Parifiaa 
Partiament,  and  had  not  been  praftically  or  poli- 
tically purified  to  that  perfeftion  of  legal  fymme- 
try  and  judgment  which  gives  it  at  this  moment  an 
high  and  merited  charafter  among  the  judicial  in- 
ftitutions  of  mankind,  l^ut  as  Criminal  Juftice  is 
neceffary  to  preferve  and  perpetuate  the  bleffings  of 
property,  the  Scots  Court  of  Jufticiary  favoured  at 
that  time  too  much  of  feudal  barbarifm,  to  fecond 
Royal  duty,  by  an  impartial  and  vigorous  execution 
of  Law ;  nor  was  the  Sovereign  conftitutionally  en- 
abled to  difpenfe  ecjual  proteftion  to  the  great  body 
of  his  people. 

Ample  amends  have,  however,  been  made,  for 
original  defefts  by  national  wifdom  and  the  profef- 
fional  exertions  of  Scots  advocates.  No  legal  body 
in  Europe  has  produced  a  greater  number  of  en- 
larged and  elaborate  wor^,  though  an  attentive  and 
impartial  perufal  mufl  make  an  Efiglifh  or  Irifli 
Lawyer  feel  and  lament,  that  the  Scots  code  is  not 
entirely  uninfedted  with  maidms  of  feudal  va0alage 
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or  iipperial  defpotifm*  Yet  the  geqius  of  that  peor 
pie  and  their  eminence  in  arts  or  arms,  have  not 
(at  lead  fince  the  Union  under  Queen  Aiine)  there- 
by felt  any  material  injury  or  deprefEon.  Such  i$ 
the  natural  effect  upon  a  wife  or  warlike  race  of 
fettled  national  independence,  or  an  equal  and  ac- 
knowleged  incorporation* 

Ireland,  from  a  fimilar  temper  in  its  inhabitants, 
muft  have  made  a  proportioned  progrefs ;  but  a  Go-r 
vernm^At  alternately  feeble  or  tyrannical,  conftantly 
bent  under  the  preiTure  of  corruption,  fervicude,  or 
indepei^dence,  and  prefented  to  the  inhabitants  a 
premium  for  partial  fupport,  without  difpenfing  cor-r 
reipqndent  encouragement  to  legal  integrity,  liberal 
policy,  or  perfevering  patriotifm :  thus,  the  vices  of 
the  people  flowed  from  a  b^rbarifin  in  Goverpment, 
and  became  refppnfive  thereto.  Thefe  principles 
forcibly  illuftrate  the  prdgns  pf  the  Tudors,  and 
prevent  fuch  an  heroic  race  frpm  exhibiting  the  full 
luftre  of  their  character  ip  jji?  Hiftpry  pf  Ireland, 
whilft  a  feebler  Ijne  of  fucceeding  Princes  merely 
manifefted  craft  and  courage  fufficient  to  involve 
Irifli  degradation  with  their  own* 

Meantime  our  opprefled  countrymen  were  only 
enabled  to  uie,  underfland,  and  explain  the  genuine 
fpirit  of  Englifh  Law  from  the  acceffion  of  King 
William,  or  have  fuch  exercife  acknowleged  and 
upheld  by  Xurrounding  fellow  fubj^ds  la  the  reign 
of  our  prefent  amiably  and  excellent  Sovereign. 
Under  the  influence  of  fuch  hereditary  mal-pra£tice, 
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the  reigns  of  Edward  VL  and  his  fifter  Mary,  equally 
difplay  a  total  difregard  to  Englifli  Law  in  Ireland  ; 
and  prove,  that  religious  tenets  were  circulated  from 
a  paffion  for  property,  with  an  appetite  for  plunder, 
whillt  hypocrify  concealed  its  pretences  under  ma- 
lignant zele,  and  upheld  among  trampled  peafantj 
or  {eliifh  adventurers  the  unintelligible  jargon  of 
feflarian  difputes,  by  the  permanent  tenure  of  pro* 
J>erty  and  power  which  hung  thereon^ 

The  fiTvanth  of  Henry's  charafter  in  Ireland  ap- 
pears evident  by  the  general  and  inflant  revolt  which 
threatened  the  dawn  of  a  Minor's  reign,  Eleftive 
chiefs  of  Milefian  race  were  feduced  or  awed .  by 
Henry  to  accept  the  defcendible  rank  of  nobility^ 
whereby  paternal  feelings  fuperfeded  family  pride, 
and  a  power  derived  from  Brehon  Jaw  or  native 
cufloms  was  wifely  direfted  to  its  complete  fubver- 
fioua  Such  alfo  was  the  progrcflive  ftrength  of  that 
principle,  that  the  government  of  the  young  Prince, 
aided  by  thofe  interefled  nobles,  quickly  enforced  a 
general  obedience.  It  alfo  affumed  a  legal  pofition, 
highly  meriting  notice  in  an  hiftory  of  this  kind, 
and  which  partook  alike  of  the  policy  and  juftice  o^ 
EngliOi  Law,  The  Privy  Council  or  Superior 
Courts  encouraged  the  complaints,  and  redrefled  the 
grievances  of  dependant  Irifh  fepts.  This  fagacious 
fyftem  rent  afunder  the  link  of  Milefian  union, 
and  enlifted,  at  no  exp«-nce,  inveterate  enemies  to 
its  continuance :  perfons  acquainted  with  the  habits, 
prejudices,  and  language  of  the  inferior  claffes,  were 
thereby  interefted  to  exercife  all  fuch  iniSuence  in 
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exploding  cuftoms  variant  from,  ot.hoftile  to^  thtf 
.  Common  Law. 

Had  preceding  Monarchs  adopted  a  (imilar  fyffem 
and  fuflained  the  pra£^ice  with  good  faith  or  hutna- 
nity,  Ireland  would  be  completely  connected  with 
England  under  the  Plantagenets,  and  an  uniformity 
in  religion^  ftrengthen  the  legal  union  of  both 
iflands  at  the  reformation.  A  weaknefs  and  vice^ 
fimilar  to  that  of  Milefian  manners,  refulted  from 
the  power  given  to  Stropgbownian  chiefs,  who, 
upon  a  change  in  the  religious  fyflem,  trembled  for 
their  landed  property,  or  the  continuance  of  politi- 
cal rank,  and  therefore  oppofed  the  legal  ellablifh- 
ment  with  determined  firmnefs,  or  feparated  there* 
from  with  contemptuous  difdain. 

One  fcene  in  Edward's  reign  confirms  the  pre* 
ceding  remarks :  the  Lord  Treafurer,  Defmond, 
tefiifed  to  attend  the  government  in  Dublin,  and  the 
Viceroy  was  obliged  to  invade  his  territories,  and 
arreft  his  perfon.  The  applaufe  which  attended 
this  fuccefsful  enterprife,  equally  exhibits  the  power 
of  that  feudal  chief,  and  the  weaknefs  of  Govern- 
ment, with  its  uncertain  reliance  upon  fiirrounding 
Palatines.  The  event  alfo  corf efponded ;  for  that 
nobleman  was  rather  foothed  than  punifhed,  and 
remitted  to  his  principality  in  full  poflefBon  of  office. 
Thus,  as  in  later  times,  the  legal  conftitution  of 
Ireland  was  trifled  with,  and  an  high  judicial  cha- 
racter permitted  to  counteract,  by  oppofition  or  ab-^ 
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lence,  the  duties  of  an  important  and  Jaborious 
ftacion. 

Religious  disputes  did  not,  during  this  reign,  en- 
force any  material  variation  from  exifting  Law,  or 
much  inflame  the  civil  diforders  of  the  country; 
but  a  new  Sovereign  afiumed  the  fceptre,  whofe  per^ 
{bnal  honor  and  prefumed  education  claflied  with 
Edward's  religious  creed.  Her  zele  alfo,  was  likely 
to  be  inflamed  by  prieftly  felf-intereft,  and  the  man- 
ners of  a  bigoted  hulband.  Property,  however, 
remained  confirmed  and  fecure  amid  the  alarming 
mutations  in  Religion,  Policy,  and  Law ;  even  the 
King's  Inns  grant  held  its  deftined  ftation,  though 
an  order  of  friars,  remarkably  numerous  and 
learned,  had  previoufly  enjoyed  that  fite.  This 
decifion  of  a  crafty  Pontiff  and  popiih  Queen,  forms 
a  leading  precedent  to  fandify  property  in  future 
times ;  befides^  power  refulting  from  landed  eflate^ 
bears  no  refemblance  in  the  prefent  age  to  the  feudal 
sera.  A  numerous,  enlightened,  and  juidependent 
population,  feels  uninfluenced  by  the  degrading 
trammels  of  vaflalage  or  villenage.  The  landlords 
of  the  Britiih  Empire  (thank  Heaven!)  can  no  longer 
lead  obfequious  tools  to  refill  a  juft  Prince,  or  bury 
legal  freedom  in  a  military  grave. 

Oppofite  principles  have  been  inculcated  by  felf-' 
intereft  or  fear,  but  upon  proper  reflexion  melt  un- 
der the  purifying  union  of  hilloric  experience  and 
exifting  policy.  The  landed  proprietors  form  a  few 
reipe^able  individuals,  whofe  power  inftantly  ceafes 

on 
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Oil  confifcation,  ^and  the  return  of  wliicfi  pr6pettf 
to  fuch  perfons  or  their  defcendants,  is  neither  felt 
nor  defired  by  the  community.  Villenage  or  domeftic 
fetvitude  fo  fer  degraded  or  perverted  human  under* 
Aanding  as  to  make  its  wretched  indruments  the  de-^ 
Voted  adherents  of  outlawed  rebels  or  revolutionary 
mfurgents.  But  the  prefent  ftate  of  fociety  hasr  cor-i- 
reded  that  flagrant  mifchief,  and  Ireland  contains  a 
farming  body  more  capable  or  inclined  to  aflame  the 
pofition  of  feudal  inheritors  by  purchafe,  than  to 
fecond  the  crimes  or  ambition  of  men,  who  have 
commuteid  the  pofieflbry  rights  of  ground  for  a  Ru 
pendlary  income. 

Even  under  the  reign  of  Mary,  and  a  compafa- 
five  dawn  of  profeffional,  commercial,  and  manufac-' 
turing  ikill,  to  its  complete  prefent  eftablifliment,  thd 
preceding  principles  were  acknowf eged  and  underft  ood. 
The  property  of  fupprefled  monaftcries  was  riot  di* 
veiled  from  the  new  grantees,  nor  the  heirs  of  ori- 
ginal founders  felefted  or  difcovered  to  aflert  a  legaf 
claim,  barred  only  by  legiflative  innovation.    Papal 
wifdom  was  regulated  in  this  remote  ifland  by  un. 
altered  maxims  of  policy.    He  craftily  confirmed 
the  change  of  Mary's  title  to  Queen  of  Ireland, 
but  a  femblance  of  feudalifm  marked  Church  pro- 
perty, which  was  not  fuperfeded  by  religipus  zele. 
Thus,  whilfl  the  mafs  of  mankind  afted  from  a  fm- 
cere  but  impolitic  fpirit,  clerical  guides  were  gene- 
rally influenced  by  vanity  or  felf-interefl:. 

Perfecotioff 


t^edfecution  Sowed  from  thefe  fatal  fprings,  and 
Cver-ruled  in  Mary  the  humane  fenlations  of  hef 
fex,  or  the  dignified  feelings  which  directed  an  art* 
fefs  addrefs  to  an  £ilgli{h  Chief  Juftice.  Her  fyU 
tem  of  Irifli  policy  did  not,  however,  in  other  re- 
ipe£h,  vary  from  her  predeceflbr.**-Milefian  chiefs 
felt  no  afylum  for  their  |)roperty  in  a  profeffion  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  f^ith,  and  the  ftandard  of  Go» 
Vemmetit'  was  fiked  ih  their  foil  with  perlevering 
fuccefs,  when  Providence  gave  to  the  Britifh  ISxxu 
pire  an  liiuftrious  Sovereign,  who  refembled  Mary 
only  in  fimilitade  of  fe±, 

r 

The  name  of  tllizabeth  fhatt  not,  however,  bd 
t>Tofaned  by  an  hafty  or  imperfeft  (ketch.  Though 
legal  materials  occur  in  that  reign,  of  molt  eztenfive 
import,  and  in  unconntion  viriety,  the  leading  maxiia 
of  her  long  and  glorious  Government  was  to  enforce 
with  fteady  aim,  and  perfevering  counfels^  every 
meafure  which  tended  to  extend  or  cotafirm  a  com- 
plete model  of  the  Englifli  Conftitution,  with  the  full 
benefit  of  its  common  LaW  in  this  ifland.  The 
King's  Inns  Society  was  attended  to  as  an  arrange* 
nient  ancillary  to  that  important  end ;  a  new  term 
of  twenty-one  years  was  granted,  and  a  further 
leafe  of  forty-one  years,  to  commence  on  the  expi- 
ladon  of  the  former.  The  Statute  regulating  the  edu* 
cadon  of  Irifh  Students  at  Engfifh  Inns  of  Court, 
was  alfo  re-ena6ted,  and  tendered  perpetual.  Eli* 
^beth's  opinion  is  thus  united  with  Henry  as  to  the 
ufefulnefs  of  the  entire  fyftem. 


The 
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Tbe  reader  may  conceive  a  fituafion  granted  to  s 
great  national  eftablifhmenr,  which  was  not  even 
ibook  by  the  conTulfions  of  a  Prote£borate,  or  re- 
Tobed  during  the  re^^  ef  t^t  bigoted  Papift, 
Mary,  would  be  fecure  from  felicitation  under  the 
politic  and  Proteftant  Elizabeth-^^Hio  fuch  thing ;  the 
fii^g^ar  attempt  therefore  meritis  notice,  Bot  more 
from  kg  neceflary  connexion  with  this  Hiftory,  thai» 
as  it  fiurcibly  liluilrates  the  courtly  genius  of  that 

» 

s(ge.  T 

The  Earl  of  Ormond  obtained  a  grant,  plaufibly 
including  the  legal  fite  with  all  its  appendages ;  and 
apparently  fenfible  of  the  fraud,  that  nobleman  un* 
mediately  aifigns  fuch  title  for  valuable  confideration 
to  a  third  perlba»  I>eq>  foundation  was  thus  laid, 
9Qd  in  the  inoft  fecret  manner,  for  future  Utigation 
and  doubt :  perfonal  indolence  began  to  yield  to  ac* 
tivity,  and  tbe  genius  of  Commerce  reared  its  head 
on  the  ruins  of  fuperfUtion.  The  value  of  the  Lif- 
fey's  northern  bank  became  vifible,  and  the  King's 
Izms  ground  extended  nearly  iSrom  Eflex-bridge  to 
the  weftem  extremity  on  both  iides  of  the  river,  the 
firand  of.  which  at  that  time  approached  the  fame 
end  of  BkohelorVwalLr  The  fubfiftmg  grant  pre- 
vented an  immediate  difturbance  from  Ormond  or 
his  aifignee*  This  neceffary  intermiffion  only  paved 
the  way  for  ax^  interference  equally  alarming,,  and 
more  powerful,  which  alfo  beeame  uncommoiU^ 
dangerous,  frooir  afliuning  tbe  garb  of  public  inter 
telL 


The 


The  Lc^d  Deputy  afie£fced  to  enlarge  the  ordonnanc? 
eftahUihment  within  the  Caftle,  and  fix  granarici 
for  corn  to  ftipply  the  city  and  Support  the  gaxrifoQ 
at  the  King's  Inns.  This  pretence  blended  charity 
with  policy,  and  feConded  military  ftrength  by 
popular  clamour:  aitradions,  it  was  therdbre 
imagined,  fufficiently  firong  to  ieduce  the  legal  bo«^ 
dy  into  acquiefcence,  or  juftify  thdr  removal  witb 
national  approbation :  nor  were  they  to  be  plundered 
ia  a  ne^w  fettlement  without  enjoying  a  fimilar  pofi? 
don  extorted  from  a  ;nore  ancient  and  venerable 
body.  The  Cathedral  pf  Su  Patrick  was  to  be  coni* 
verted  into  a  Temple  of  Legal  Juftice,  and  the  Supe^^ 
tior  Courts  held  therdn^  wWft  the  Prdsead^l  and  Cai^ 
Iionry4iou£bs  would  form  fiutable  refidence^  for  thf? 
Judges  aoid  Lawyers*  . 

I  will  anfwer  for  it,  that  a  finiular  fcheme  does  np^ 
mark  the  minifterial  movements  or  legal  Hidory  qf 
Great  Britain*  But  an  Irilh  Deputy  could  not  be 
^detekted  by  antiquity  or  faulty  from  interefted  in^ 
novation,  for  the  reader  mud  underhand,  and  will 
readily  believe,  that  the  outlying  portions  pf  th^ 
friary  or  cathedral  property  wa^  to  remain  fo;-  difpo^ 
fal,  and  would  form  an  improveable  doyceur  in  the 
fisimily  of  the  Chief  Governed  or  fome  fubordinate 
nunifterial  minion* — ^The  legal  body  were  in.  an  ho* 
teditary  had>it  of  maintainii^  then^felves,  and  a  grai* 
nary  of  cor/i  required  no  food*  Fortunately  Sor  the 
ch2x^Gtcr  of  our  country^  and  the  prerervatiqp  of  9 
fuitable  cathedral  eftablifliment  in  the  Metropolis^  A 
Prelate  prcfided  over  that  <Ch^rqh  an^  the  L^w,  ani- 

£  ^  mated 
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.  mated  with  vigour  of  mind  fufficient  to  refift  the  iU 
•  legal  and  irreligious  transfer,  and  favoured  with  the 

Sovereign's  confidence  fo  for,  as  to  crown:  the  honeft 

endeavour  with  becoming  fuccefs; 

Tyranny  feldom  liftens  to  the  fuggeftions  of  good 
fenfe :  this  unfeemly  fcheme  was  not  therefore  fmo- 
thered  on  this  fide  of  the  water — repeated  ^efufals 
were  necelTary  on  the  part  of  Elizabeth :  the  firft 
fuggeftion  was,  that  Dublin  did  not  require  two  ca- 
thedrals, St.  Patrick  and  Chrift  Church.  This 
feemed  fully  anfwered  by  obferving,  that  the  fee  of 
London  fuperintended  under  fimilar  circumfl:ances 
.  St.  Paurs  and  Weftminfter,  and  that  there  exifted 
a  ftronger  neceflity  for  fecuring  an:  able  and  kide- 
pendent  Proteftant  priefthood  in  Dublin  than  Lonr 
don.  At  all  events,  the  addition  of  Chrift  Church 
cathedral'  was  warranted  by  the  wifdom  of  Henry 
VIII.  the  founder,  and  Elizabeth  who  eftablifhed 
the  collegiate  church  of  Weftminfter  for  a  fimilat 
purpofe.  Beaten  fi-om  this  ground,  the  Deputy 
flated,  that  the  Archbifliop  had  a  feeond  cathedra^ 
named  Glande  Loch,  that  was  a  feparate  fee,  which 
had  no  reference  to  the  progrefs  of  the  Protcftant 
religion  in  Dublin,  nor  juft  refemblanee  to  the  ec- 
clefiaftiod  eftablifhments  united  under  the  fee  of 
London;  There  was,  however,  a  pleafant  malig-* 
nity  in  the  latter  fuggeftion,  which  almoft  atones  for 
the  fraud.  The  fchemer  of  diflionefty,  or  its  avowed 
abettor,  honors  a  public  fpirited  opponent  with  an 
hatred  equal  to  what  animates  unprovoked  enemies* 
Had  the  Chief  Governor  obtsaned  an  order  from 

the 
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the  Queen  to  enforce  a  vifitation  of  Glende  Loch  by 
Loftiis,  .offidal  malignity  would  be  fated  with  fuc- 
ceCsful  cunning  and  murderous  revenge. 

This  (ingular  town  lies  but  twenty  miles  from. 
Dublin,  and  was  for  better  than  a  century  nominally 
annexed  to  the  fee  of  Dublin.  The  diftrid  was  not 
at  that  ume  reduced  to  a  regular  xronnexion  with  the 
p^e,  ^et  during  the  fole  influence  of  the  Soman 
Catholic  religion,  the  Prelate  of  Dublin  might 
lafely  offidate  or  exercife  epifcopal  authority  therein ; 
ior  .though  the  3yrnes  and  Tooles  ruled  over  one 
territory,  aijd  the  Plantagenets  or  Tudors  reigned  in 
the  other,  facerdotal  influence,  by  an  uniformity  of 
ecclefiaflical  Xentiment,  equally  governed  both. 
This  communion  of  friend  (hip  ^cefifed  on  the  refor- 
mation, ■  ^nd  with  all  the  virulence  of  religious  dif- 
fenfion.  A  Propsltant  Prelate  muil  /therefore  clofe 
the  ceremony  of  .confecration  by  preparation  Sot 
martyrdom,  and  flumber  with. St.  Kevin  in  his  (lony 
couch.  Loftus  wifely  conceived,  that  the  intereft 
of  religion  was  fufEciently  proteded  by  official  a£ti- 
vity^  without  an  unn/ecefl?iry  facrific^  of  life.  Un- 
der fuch  influence  he  refigned  Armagh,  ,and  ac- 
cepted the  inferior  See  of  Dublin.  Profeflional  ha- 
bit protefted  this  mai>ly  churchman  from  predpi- 
tate  perfonal  outrage,  whereby  praftifed  legal  ta^ 
lents  >verp  ,at  leaft  an  equal  match  fqr  the  Deputy 
or  his  fecrpt  adyifers. 

Glande  Loch  was  at  that  peilod  equally  protected 
jErom  a  Proteftant  vifitation  or  Vice  Regal  tour  4)y 

impenetrabl;; 


54  HISTORY  OF  THE 

impenetrable  faAn^fles  and  forefts,  whence  hardjr 
Kernes  i;rouId  iflue  to  afiail  with  hereditary  courage^ 
perfons  whom  they  confidered,  no  matter '  how  un« 
juftly,  alike  enemies  to  Ireland,  and  perfecutors  of 
their  religion*  This  obftinate  Chief  Oovemor  fhould 
feel  the  force  of  the  preceding  fentiment,  from  the 
difafter  which  befel  Lord  Grey  in  a  fimilar  attempt, 
whofe  guilty  imprudence  facrificed  the  flower  of  si 
gallant  army  in  that  new^  but  dangerous  warefare. 

The  legal  body,  thus  protefted,  continued  a  coU 
legiate  connexion  for  165  years  in  their  eftablifhed 
refidence,  and  werfe  enabled  to  enjoy  the  privilege 
of  every  private  fpcndihrift — a  difpofal  of  its  entire 
outlying  inheritance.  A  conclufive  bar  finally  arofa 
from  what,  in  any  other  country,  muft  enfure  their 
re-eftablifhment — an  eredion  of  New  Four  Court* 
en  the  ancient  fite,  and  a  revived  income  in  the 
Society  from  parliamentary  tasies  and  perfonal  aC 
feifments.  By  this  deep  planned  mifmanagement 
the  Kmg's  Inns  Society  having  efcaped  the  Poddle's 
muddy  ftream,  feems  fixed  by  architedure  almofl 
as  permanent  as  their  tenure  on  Braidoge^s  falubri* 
ous  banks. 

•  Let  us  now  tranfiently  enquire, .  whether  the  pfe-» 
ceding  attack  upon  the  profeffion  at  head  quarters, 
was  not  almofl  equalled  by  the  impolitic  tyranny  of 
the  fame  Lord  Deputy  in  its  feparate  detachments 
and  rural  cantonments. 

Provincial  Prefidendes  may  have  a  momentary 
necei&ty  and  permanent  ufe,  whilit  confined  to  mi* 

litary 
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litary  duty  or  fabordioate  egEertioM.  When  dvik 
power  was  fuperadded,  defpotifin  extended  the  mi* 
fery  of  a  rebeHious  peric^  to  fealbns  oi  pea^e.;  obe- 
^nt  induftry,  whofe  independence  flioukl  be  fo£> 
tered»  withered  under  this  douUe  prefliiro— for  pa- 
tronage, the  bane  of  Hibernian  comfort,  influenced 
moft  Chief  Governors  to  deceive  their  Sovereigns, 
and  libel  or  plunder  this  iU-£ited  land.  Under  this 
Impreflion,  the  eftabliibed  and  unimpeached  legal 
Prafticers  of  Munfter  were  to  be  fuperfeded  by  two 
imported  Attomies  firom  Wales.  Such  inftrudors 
4i^ere  to  form  t^e  riling  genetation  for  this  lingular 
union,  and  the  venerable  legal  fyftem  of  England 
muft  be  thereby,  among  Iriihmen,  moulded  into  a 
lubfervient  refemblanpe  with  the  newfengled  Seflkms 
of  Walesu 

WhOft  theft  crimimd  and  iO-confidered  itfnova. 
tions  were  to  be  upheld  in  the  Provinces  by  Vice 
Regal  influence  and  Martid  Law^  an  unexampled 
pofition  was  folicited  for  Ac  I^eput/s  judicial  mi- 
nion in  the  capital*  Such  man  was  to  be  not  only 
Chief  Juftice  of  her  Majefty's  Bench,  but  an  overfeer 
of  the  reft  of  the  Courts,  to  bring  Aen  to  better 
order ;  for  that  dignified  libeller  fuggefted«  fhat  the 
Law  was  out  of  courfe  there,  and  divers  qf  the 
Judges,  Lawyers,  and  Officers  corrupt,  efpecidly 
in  religion.  The  crafty  Deputy  admits,  that  iuch 
^as  were  members  of  the  Privy  Council  were  honeft 
-and  good,  thus  blending  cautious  flattery  to  a  clais 
who  may  fuccefsfuUy  oppofe  him,  with  general  flao- 
der  againil  private  or  unprotefted  perfons,  but  be 

wiflied 
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.  wiflied  to  know  this  from  a  profeilionsj  peHon,  pro 
found  in  learnings  and  free  .from  partiality ;  ther^^ 
fore  he  prayed  that  his  friend  may  be  fcnt  over,  a$ 
a  man  ppflefled  of  thefe  great  .qualifications,  and  ng 
doubt  intituled  to  the  chara&er  by  the  unerring  cerr 
b'ficat^  of  an  illiterate  fts^tefmiin. 

The  wholefome  regulations  of  the  virtuous  Suffex 
and  enlightened  Sidney,  could  not  pleafe  this  petty 
meddling  politician,  who  appears  barely  to  poflfefs 
ingenuity  and  ardent  zele  to  overturn  legal  fyftems, 
\¥ithout  any  talent  to  reform  incidental  mifchiefs,  or 
to  fubftitute  ufeful  plans  in  their  place*  A$  the  ge^ 
nius  of  tyranny  can  equally  difgrace  every  fpecies  of 
Government,  though  in  none,  thank  Heaven !  wiljl 
its  a^Hve  energy  or  permanent  eftablifhment  meot 
lefs  encouragement  than  under  the  Englifh  legal 
fyftem,  we  trace  in  the  condud  of  this  ferocious 
and  corrupt  hypocrite,  an  innovating  model  for 
Cromwell's  fuccefsful  enterprife,  and  th^  defeated 
projefts  of  cotempon^  criminals. 

The  reader  h^  feen  the  eminence  which  the  legal 
body  attained  on  the  grand  epoch  of  religir 
ous  reformation,  by  the  names  alike  refpedable 
for  learning  and  defcent,  who  then  filled  the  ghief 
judicial  ofEces  in  Ireland.  Nor  can  we  doubt  ih^t  a 
fuitable  number  of  fimilar  chara^er  graced  the  pri* 
vate  walks  of  the  Bar.  The  generality  of  Irifh 
Chief  Governors  quickly  imbibed  local  malprac- 
tice, and  feemed  abfolved  from  legal  reftraints;, 
whilil  arbitrary  authority  was  inceflantly*  exercifed 
'  to 
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to  imdermixie  the  property,  and  harrafs  the  perfons  of 
hoacR.  and  loyal  fubjefts.  The  manners  and  policy, 
of  modem  Viceroys  form  fuch  a  complete  contraft 
to  the  vicious  fchemes  of  predeceflbrs,  as  to  render 
bifloric  evidence  neceflary  to  fupport  the  former  re» 
fleiuons^ 

When  an  IriOi  Cabinet  thus  daringly  defigned  to 
deceive  the  great  Elizabeth  and  her  fagacious  MiniL 
ters,  the  reader  will  perceive  the  grofs  mif-informa^ 
tion  which  yf2S  dire£led  to  the  weaker  Sovereigns 
af  our  Empire.  By  this  fatal  indulgence,  the  miC- 
govemment  of  Ireland  became  hereditary,  and  a 
nus/hapen  fyftem  of  Law  added  the  corrofion  of  ty- 
rannic authority  to  the  fan£Ufied  cruelty  of  religious 
feuds,  and  the  fanguinary  exertions  of  military  con- 
tefts.  Englilh  Minifters,  who  determined  to  knit 
both  iflands  in  a  natural  and  indiflbluble  union,  were 
conflrained  to  exercife  political  wifdom,  not  in  fe- 
conding  the  views  of  an  Irifh  Cabinet,  but  in  fepa- 
rating,  with  proper  precifion,  between  fuch  parts  as 
flowed  from  public  feeling,  and  what  was  the  fug- 
geffaon  of  interefted  virulence  or  party  deiign. 

0 

Fortunately  for  the  permanent  profperity  of  both 
kingdoms,  the  Cabinet  of  England,  during  the  glo- 
rious reign  of  our  Virgin  Queen,  was  guided  by 
men  of  cool  judgment,  deeply  verfed  in  the  layrs 
of  the  realm,  and  who  well  knew  to  bottom  expe- 
dient alterations  upon  ufeful  and  ancient  founda- 
rions  ;  -  that  bufy  period  required  fuch  a  complete 
union  of  legal  learning  and  ftate  talent. 

Religious 
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ReKgious  opinions  contributed  to  loofen  the  poli- 
tical relations  of  fociety,  by  which  means  Govern- 
xnent  was  doomed  to  ftruggle  with  the  double  cur- 
rent of  exploded  fuperftition  and  growing  fanaticifm. 
This  taik  required  rare  and  delicate  management,  zs 
it  was  deeply  conne£led  with  clerical  felf-intereft^ 
and  the  wildeft  emotions  of  human  vanity.  To  crown 
the  crifis  with  fuperadded  danger,  the  wealth  of  a 
new  hefnifphere  was  exhaiifted  to  fecond  a  gloomy 
tyrant  in  fchemes  of  converfion  or  conqueft :  the 
Continent  afforded  no  natural  ally,  except  in  the  ar- 
dent, but  feeble  zele  of  revolted  fubjeds — ^an  expe- 
riment of  equivocal  benefit,  as  it  encouraged  and 
juftified  fmular  exertions  in  a  fierce  and  unforgiving 
foe. 

> 

Ireland  prefented  that  vulnerable  part,  and  die 
continued  maladies  of  mifgovemment  during  pre^ 
ceding  periods  confirmed  the  new  arifen  mifchiefs  of 
that  day.  Popular  virtue  and  vice  is  generally  re- 
fponlive  to  the  co^duft  of  exifting  Government,  or 
forms  part  of  its  inheritance.  This  was  Elizabeth's 
calamity,  but  her  courage  and  judgment  extracted 
from  apparent  ruin,  perfonal  glory  and  national 
ftrength :  thus,  her  long  life  was  fully  occupied  in  a 
fuppreflion  of  inteftinc  war,  and  affords  few  further 
materials  for  legal  obfervation  or  criticifm.  Reb'gious 
zele  created  and  confirmed  an  union  among  rebels : 
foreign  powers  lent  them  aid,  and  the  moment 
feemed  to  approach,  which  was  to  extinguifb,  or 
eftablilh  our  prefent  Language,  Religion,  and  Law. 
During  this  affefting  ftruggle,  civil  fuits  wereleffened, 

the 
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the  pradke  neteflkrily  natrowed,  and  a  Bsilitary  (pb- 
lit  pervaded  the  land. 

n-ofeffional  (kill  did  ndt,  however,  fkik  under 
that  lengthened  mifehief;  legal  ranks  had  been.fu£i 
ficiently  recruited  to  form  a  refpedable  corps  on  the 
death  of  Elizabeth.  The  internal  ftate  of  Ireland 
forbade  th^  exertions  of  that  great  Princefs  from 
attaining  an  immediate  fuccefs  equal  to  her  wifdom ; 
her  heroic  temper  dill  ftobd  unbroken  and  unde** 
terred,  which  at  laft  enabled  her  to  crufh  domeftic 
rebelhon,  and  at  the  fame  time  give  to  infmre^on 
affefiing  a  malignant  enemy,  fuccefsful  effect. 

Wfli  Hiftory  entitles  Elizabeth  to  this  unfading 
memorial  ^^  that  the  entire  ifland  was  bent  to  legal 
obedience  by  fuch  exertions  :'*  the  foundation  of  a 
general  fettlement  eftabliflied  conimenfurate  with  the 
national  extent,  and  a  legal  proteflion  proffered  to  the 
people  through  all  their  ranks.  Hidoric  criticifm 
may  deteCt  in  that  ufeful  purfuit,  particular  oppref* 
iion,  but  fuch  painful  inftahces  mud  be  forgiven  or 
forgot  in  the  fdlid  foundations  thereby  laid  for  the 
improved  Conditution,  commercial  extent,  and  eda« 
blilhed  power,  which  at  this  moinent  exhibits  the 
Britiflx  Empire  as  a  polidcai  ijainor  to  an  awedrud; 
world. 

The  preceding  concife  account  may  probably 
convince  difpafliooate  readers  that  Irifli  Inhabitants 
of  every  defcent  thoroughly  underdood,  and  pro- 
perly appreciated  the  legal  fydem  of  England.    Its 
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&41  enjoyment  Vfz%  the  beft  pledge  for  perfonal  hftf- 
alty  and  general  peace.  : 

Amid  erery  fliifting,  to  which  ambition,  avarice^ 
or  religion  could  feduce  Iriflimen,  the  Englifli  Con- 
(Utution  was  the  rallying  point.-^A  claim  to  its  full 
enjoyment  covered,  at  moil  difaftrous  periods,  the 
concealed  fchemes  of  fiiperflition  or  tyranny.  To 
enforce  the  preceding  pofition^  and  give  the  fyftem 
ancient  and  authentic  (Irength,  I  have  attempted  to 
elucidate  die  Laws  of  Ireland,  as  exercifed  by  cuf- 
tom^  regulated  by  Parliament,  or  didributed  by  its 
profeflbrs.  Did  a  trifling  compilation  merit  illufr 
tration  from  Hiftory,  Statutes,  or  Records,  I  could 
fortify  the  purity  and  perfeftion  of  preceding  prin- 
ciples by  legal  quotations  which  would  fwell  to  a 
folio.  Enough,  however,  has  been  written  upon  a 
£ubje£b  nq  longer  the  fubjeft  of  ftate  management 
or  political  controverfy,  but  which  required  a  traa- 
fient  review  in  an  Hiftory  of  the  Legal  Body. 

The  palm  of  legifl^tion,  like  the  cap  of  conqueft, 
cannot  be  wrefted  from  Elizabeth  or  her  wife  and 
fi^ccefsful  Viceroys :  compare  the  enlightened  and 
heroic  placemen  of  her  time  with  their  corrupt  fuc- 
ceflTors,  ^nd  it  will  jhence  appear,  that  firmnefs 
in  proper  legal  praftice,  tend?  to  give  the  fyftenj 
perpetuity  and  efieft. 
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FROM  THE  ACCESSION 

OF 

JAMES    L 

TO  THE  DEATH  OF 
LORD  CHANCELLOR  BOWES, 

IN  1767. 


Noa  Qt  aliquid  novi  attulerim,  fed  ut  ea  quas  in  infinico  pend  oc-^ 
curroDt,  fub  uno  afpedlu  ponerentur. 

Cic.  Dc  Pet*.  Cons  : 

Innovations  in  Law  and  confequently  In  Government,  creep  in 
iike  herefies  in  Religion,  Qy\y  and  flowty ;  pleading  in  the 
end,  a  Ciwcy  and  ufurped  legitimacy,  by  nnconcrouled  pre- 
Ictiption. 

Attdley  Mervyn's  Speech  cm  the  impeachment 
* ,  of  Lord  Chanc*  Bolton. 

T' 
H  £  acceffion  of  James  L  was  marked  by  pecu« 

iiar  bleflings  Anted  to  a  timid,  peaceful  temper :  ex- 
ternal fecurity  and  internal  ftrength  had  been  con- 
firmed through  England  and  betand  by  his  wife  and 
wrt&e  predi  cefTor.  Such  influence  even  enabled  him 
to  counteract  the  Religion  and  Conftitution  of  Scot- 
land, which,  in  James's  opinion,  too  ftrongly  fanc- 
^ned  the  independence  of  the  fubjed.  The  foun- 
der 
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der  of  each  preceding  line  won  a  doubtftil  fceptre 
amid  the  thunder  of  battle,  and  obtained  a  kingdom 
rent  by  inteftine  faOion  and  civil  war,  in  ni^hich  a 
powerful  party  for  a  long  period  looked  to  revenge 
and  refettlement*  Sound  policy  and  cool  courage 
were  continually  exercifed  to  counteraft  fuch  ferere 
alarms,  but  James  was  completely  deftitnte  of  thefe 
eminent  qualities  fo  neceflary  to  fupport  or  adorn  a 
Throne.  His  powerful  fituation  ftipplied  the  defeft^ 
and  enabled  him  to  indulge  exertions  more  corref-* 
pondent  to  his  genius,  the  management  of  fcholat 
tic  difputes  and  pdidcal  Jnnovatioiir  The  Englifh 
code  could  not  meet  in  fuch  a  man  a  fmcere  or  de« 
ter mined  defender,  his  reign  is  therefore  marked  by 
pra£Ucal  hoftility  to  its  letter  and  fpirit. 

Ireland  lay  more  expofed  to  thefe  attacks,  firom 
habitual  mifi^terpretation  of  Law,  and  the  great 
weight  of  property  which  by  extenfive  tres^on  be- 
came veiled  in  the  Crown.  A  confifcation  of  the 
northern  counties  prefented  a  new  and  unexampkd 
pfecedent,  which  a  perfect  knowlege  of  Engliih 
Law,  unfupported  by  the  -corruption  of  Irifli  prac- 
tice, would  difable  an  honeft  man  from  carrying 
into  <effe£^.  Thjos,  the  cledion  of  an  Irifii  Chief- 
taisi  waa  not  allowed  to  have  any  weight  in  Infh 
Courts  againft  the  defcendible  quality  of  fee  fimple 
eftates,  yet  the  treaiba  of  fuch  leader  .was  confifkred 
conclufive  proof  of  a  right  fufHdent  to  defeat. all 
derivative  interefts,  and  veft  the  fame  without  ton* 
ther  inquifidon  in  the  Crown ;  living  within  a  i:ebel« 
difttiA  was  Jieid  evidence  ^^ong  enough,  to 
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circumftanced,  and  enSorct  from  liim  proof  of  ac* 

tive  lojalty.      Being  flaia  in  battle  or  «xecttte4f 

flagrante  ifello^  was  deemed  rebellion,  and  coafiituMt 

aa  iamediate  attainder^  in  infihicii  taftaace^  the  heir 

wa3  irrevocably  bouiui,  and  could  not  fucceisfully 

fupport  bis  T^bt  by  fliewing  that  bis  anceftor  afted 

mader  compuiiioii,  or  iuffered  by  martial  law.    The 

prece(]ting  practices  are  anomalous  to  common  LaVy 

and  were,  however,  enforced  by  the  tyranny  of  feo- 

fGammaz^  and  the  corruption  of  Iri/b  Judges. 

Tht  -boondaries  and  •cbdms  of  church  lands  aB4 
monafterial  poffeflions  alfo  afforded  an  ex;en£ve  fkld 
for  titration  and  doubt :  add  to  thefe,  the  decep« 
dous  and  oontradifkory  grants  of  the  Crown,  with 
the  artful  and  fraudulent  claitfis  of  esdfting  and  so* 
verikmary  aflignees;  iuch  a  legal  Aate  icarce  needed 
ttit  additional  abcrfe  of  that  ancient  prerogative  of 
iSda  EngUfii  Oown,  which  prefumes  all  landed  pro- 
perty to  flow  from  that  fountain^  and  thrown  (when 
demanded)  the  neceifity  of  fliewing  a  title  on  the  poC* 
iefllbr.  The  preceding  legal  harveft  afforded  ample 
room  for  profeflional  difcuflion,  in  arranging  the 
ftruggling  rites  of  complaining  natives;,  unprinci- 
pled courtiers,  and  defigning  adventurers. 

Snch  was  the  a£kual  fituation  of  Ireland  on,  or 
fliortly  after,  the  death  of  Elizabeth.  It  undoubt- 
edly forms  the  undifputed  glory  of  her  fuccefTor, 
that  he  firmly  determined  to  reduce  this  political 
chaos  to  a  regular  Settlement,  and  Providence  per^ 

mitted 
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mitted  him  ta  fee  thofe  humane  and  public  fpirited 
endeavours  crowned  with  complete  fuccefs.  In  fur- 
therance of  this  great  defign,  James  feated  on  the 
Iriih  Bench  men  alike  eminent  for  talents  and  inte- 
grity :  Law  Servants  of  the  Crown  bore  a  fimilar 
charader :  Barrifters  and  Attomies  alfo  exhibited, 
in  fuitable  proportion,  a  body  of  Pra£Hcers  diftin-^ 
guiihed  for  family  defcent,  perfonal  character,  and 
extenfive  learning. 

The*  Depttty  of  Privy  Council  were  wifely  difa- 
bled  from  privileging  perfons  unfuitably  educated  to 
exercife  tl;ie  legal  profeffion,  an  ufurpation  incef- 
fantly  attempted  in  Ireland,  until  put  down  by  Sta« 
tute  Law,  and  which  has  required  authority  to  con-^ 
troul  in  more  modem  times  through  the  foreign  go-^ 
vernments  of  our  extenfive  empire.  The  certificate 
of  an  Englifh  Inn  of  Court  was  the  fble  guide  to 
Irifh  Judges,  who,  like  their  Englifh  brethren,  mufl 
be  bound  to  uphold  the  Common  and  Statute  Law 
of  both  realms,  and  govern  official  conduA  by 
technical  rules  and  conflitutional  conflru£tion. 

A  voluntary  afTociation  fubverfive  of  thefe  fettled 
principles  could  not  be  binding  upon  the  contra£t« 
ing  parties,  much  lefs  pofterity,  even  though  en- 
tered  into  with  unanimous  confent.  Irifh  common 
Lawyers,  whether  in  office  or  unconnefted  with  the 
State,  profited  by  a  fubordinate  union,  and  fuf« 
tdned  profeffional  connexion  without  prefcriptive 
immemorial  authority,  or  an  enadlment  of  modem 
Law.    In  whatever  manner  the  -  concealed  ^efign 

may 
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inay  differ  from,  the  ofteqfible.  motive^  it  wa^  a  poU- 
tic  aft  ia  Government  to  cdiiht.enance  the  ellabKfh- 
ment.  and  coalefce  therewith^  *  Influence  may  thus 
effecl.  what  precipits^e  intierference  could  nevejf  efta« 

biiih.  T    •        . 

-  •     ♦ 

•    •    •    f 

An  original  document  of  this'  entire  tranfa£Uon 
has  efcaped  tl^e  hand  of  time,  which  record  enables 
us  to  ajut^enticate,  tt^t,  in  the  year  1607,  the  Lord 
Deputy^  Sir  Arthur  Chichefter,  enrolled  himfelf  a 
nieinber  of  the  King's  Inns  at  the  requeft  of  the 
Judges  and  Prafticers,  and^  thereby  encouraged  the 
re-e/labli(hment  of  that  S^ocicty,  among  its  ancient 
metnbers,  by  Vice  Regal  rank  and,  authority.  The 
entry  merits  infertion,  as  it  explains  the  intrinfic 
ftate  of  the  Society,  whofe  members,  previous  there- 
to, r&a^uine4  an  uiiited  pofition  without  any  autho- 
rity to  make  it  co-extenfive  with  either  profeffion, 
but  the  rank  and  influence  of  fuch  a  member  may 
Anally  and  fuccefsfuily  effeft  that  defirable  object. 

_  -  '  -  *  <  » 

For  this  falutary  purpofe,  a  previous  meeting  of  the 
legal  body  was  undoubtedly  held,  and  an  acldrefs  or 
peutioQ  prefented  on  that  head  to  the  Deputy.  The 
forward  framer  pf  this  fmgular '  compofition  found 
no  precedent  in  the  Engllfli  Inns  of  Court ;  he  yet 
prepared  an  enf ry  palatable  to  Sif  Arthur  Ch^chef- 
ter,  the  courtly  ftile  of  which  furvived  the  muta- 
tion  of  language,  and  even  the  final  abeyance  of 

the  Society. 

•  •    ■ 
«     • 

"Praenobilis  Vir,  Arthurus  Chichefter  miles,  Do- 

Quiius  Deputatus  &   Gubernator   Generalis  hujus 

•'  " '  F  Regui 
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titgm  Hibemfse,  acf  bumiTem  pedtionem  juftician- 
orum  &  aliorum  jurifperitorumy  Decimo  Oflavo  die 
Junii,  ano  illuflrifliini:  Ilegis  Jacobi,  Dei  Gratia^ 
S.egni  fuT  Angliae,  Frandiaey  &  fiibemise,  quinto^ 
&  Scotias  quadragefimoy  dignatur  fe  inter  fodos  i^u- 
jus  hofpitii  Regis  Dubliau  enumerari.. 

» 

No  pecuniary  bounty^  accompanied  tfiat  foremnt 
z&j  nor  even  an  immediate  enTargement  of  the  fub-' 
filling  Royal  grant. — No  attempt  to  create  or  recog- 
nife  a  corporate  right,,  (till  lefs  to  tbake  the  Sodety 
a  theatre  of  ihtrodudory  ftudy,  or  to  arm  exiiling  bre- 
thren, dther  on  the  Bench  or  at  the  Bar,  with  an 
unmediate  or  arbitrary  authority  over  die  admiilion 
of  Barrifters  or  pra£&ce  of  Attbrnies. 

The  objeft  and  intent  of  this  f  eYnral  is  not  fubjefl: 
f  o  miftakd  or  mifreprefentation :  it  was  bottomed  on 
the  principle  of  ail  voluntary  aflbciatioiis  among 
wife  and  honed  men,  public  intereft,  and  perfonat 
convenience. 

The  reader  ihall  have  a  fiiftliful  copy  of  the  ori^ 
ginal  entry.  ^  Imprimia—jt  is  ordered,  that  foraA 
much  as^  the  prefent  reftauratioik  of  the  Society  of 
the  King's  Inne  doth  require  an  admiffion  of  the 
Pra£tifers,  Officers,  Attorneys^  and  others,  of  the 
feveral  Courts^  whofe  auncfentye  is  not  yet  fu£* 
dently  known ;  it  is  therefore  this  day  ordered^  that 
thd  admittances  ihall  be  received  imd  entered  in  (he 
Book  of  Admittances,  as  they  fliaU  appear  and 
J^tn  tbi  fimi  i  yet,  notwithftandiogy  that  each  of 

the 
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the  feveral  PrafticeTS  at  Law,  Officers,  Attornies^ 
and  others,  ihall  enjoy  the  precedence  of  their  an- 
tiquity, their  feveral  admittances  in  the  faid  book 
notwithilanding*'*      The  Lord  Deputy  had  figned 
the  book  for  himfelf,  the  Chief  Judged,  and  Mafter 
of  the  Rolls,  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  June.    Thd 
Pulfne  judges  were  admitted  on  the  twenty-firft^ 
feveral  Barrifters  on  the  twenty-fecond,    and  the 
above  rule  was  entered  at  the  firft  Council,  which 
was  held  on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  June.     Seve« 
ralBanifters  and  Attornies  joined  the  AfTociation 
on  that  day,  without  any  diftindion  of  internal  au« 
thorityj  lave  profeffional  precedence.    No  forming 
members  of  a^law  club,  in  modern  times,  have  a£» 
fumed  a  more  mild,  and  therefore  dignified  inde^ 
pendence  of  gentlemanly  connexion.     The  Society 
was  thus  tendered  fo  liberal  and  reipedable,    as 
fcarce  to  need  the  aid  of  ielf-intereft  to  encourage  or 
enforce  its  adoption* 

Be  it  alio  remembered,  that  the  judges,  Barrit 

ters,  and  Attornits  of  that  day,  were  as  refpeftable 

for  legal  talent,  family  defcent^  or  perfonal  honor, 

as  the  Rolls  of  the  Society  can  exhibit  at  any  fub- 

fequent  period.     Such  perfons  were  equally  indif* 

pofed  to  alTume  illegal  and  unbecoming  authority, 

or  to  brook  to  ufurpation  and  defpotlfm :  they  would 

lliudder  at  any  abide  Variant  from  the  liberal  prin« 

Giples  and  correct  integrity  of  Englifh  Inns  of  Court. 

Such  fentiments  uniformly  guided  the  leading  mem** 

bers  during  James's  reign  in  every  inftance  fave  one, 

in  which  Government  difgraced  itfelf  by  a  corrupt 

V  a  and 
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ahd  tyranniciar  mffuende.  After  foihc  mmute  orders 
relative  to  repairing  tfie  Hall,  and  purchafing  ftimi- 
tftre,  wood,  arid  coal,  itie  attending  members  eleft- 
ed  Baron  Ellyot,  Treafurer,  and  Mr.  Jacob  New- 
itian,  a  Six  Cletk  in  Chancery,  and  D*eputy  Matter 
of  the  Rolls,  Under  Treafurer,  each  to  remaih  un- 
til' farther  otders. 

Th6  ttext  meeting  was  on  the  lotli  day  of  No- 
f  ember,  1607,  when  thefe  Offrcers  had  not  been  a 
ftiil  Term  in  office,  thei^efore  the  attending  mem- 
bei%  ordered,  ^*  that  the  Treafurer  before  appointed 
fhall  continue  his  place,  and  the  Sub-treafur^r  alfo, 
for  one  tehole  year  more/*  Thus  early  an  intent  ap- 
pears to  uphold  an  afinual  elefKon,  and  imitate  the 
Englifli  Inns  of  Court,  in  a  clofe  fupenntendance  of 
thefe  Officers,  by  adding,  « that  the  Treafurer  rfiall 
receive  the  admittances,  fines,  and  forfeitures,  as 
fhall  accrue  in  that  time  to  the  life  of  the  hbufe,  to 
be  difl)urfed  by  him  by  fpecial  warrant,  and  not 
otherwife/* 

**  It  is  ordered,  that  there  fliall  be  a  Penfioner 
chofen  yearly  each  Michaelmas  Term,  of  the  Aun- 
lients  df  the  Bar,  and  if  any  fhall  refiife  the  accep- 
tance of  that  place,  for  the  behoof  of  the  houfe, 
he  fo  reJtifihg  to  be  fined  at  the  difcretion  of  the 
houfe.** 

'  «  It  is  ordered,  that  Mh  Chriftopher  Lynch  be 
the  Penfioner  for  this  year,  and  that  he  fhall  receive 
ef  each '  on6  of  the  Society  of  this  honfe,  twelve 
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pence  fterling  each  Terra,  £01  his  peniion  each 
Term,  the  fame  to  be  difpofed  of  by  the  appoint- 
ment  of  the  houfe  to  the  payment  of  the  Gificers 
wages,  and  other  neceffary  ufes;'* 

The  preceding  rules,  with  the  appointment  of  a 
Steward,  conclude  the  Second  Councilor  meeting 
of  the  members.  -Hitherto  we  fee  that  every  mem- 
ber of  either  profeifion  was  permitted  to  enroll  his 
name,  wluch  was  a  matter  of  real  benefit  in  the 
accommodation  of  Commons  and  Chambers.  An 
imfolidted  and  uncontefted  rank  accompanied  age 
and  Hadon :  this  elevation  needed  no  rule  among 
men  of  education  or  honor,  and  was  fecured  to  ve- 
nerable or  dignified  perfons  by  their  affable  and  uh« 
aflttirdng  mannexs. 

The  imitation  of  an  Englifli  Inn  of  Court  is  vffi- 
ble  by  an  appointment  of  Officers  to  an  unneceffaiy 
number ', — there  was  a  Treafurer  and  under  Trea- 
furer,  for  fuch  have  been  time  immemorial  in  Eng- 
land -,  a  Penfioner  alfo  muft  be  chofen  from  a  fimi- 
lar  caufe.  .  No  emolument  attended  the  former  fitu- 
ation,  but  as  the  colledion  of  termly  penfions  or 
other  ^  affeffmentB  muft  be  troublefome,  a  fine  was 
thought  requifite  to  enforce  acceptance,  a  meafure 
fo  frequently  reibrted  to  by  private  dubs,  and  un- 
likely to  create  a'  fufpicion  or  alarm  among  gentle- 
men. 

» 

Upon  the  24th  day  of  June,  1608,  another  mectr 
iDg  or  council  was  held,  in  which  falaries  are  fixed 

for 
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for  the  fervants  qF  the  houfe,  with  other  petty  re« 
gulations,  and  then  the  foUq^ying  order  as  to  Com* 
mons :  *^  It  is  orderefl,  that  the  Cofpmqns  at  the 
Bench  table  (hall  be  feven  (hillings  e?ich  week,  the 
Bar,  and  p^tlemen  of  the  Society,  five  {hillings 
ilerling«  the  Clerl^  three  (hillings  (lerling  each 
vei^k,  and  fp  to  con^nue  until  further  order  (hal| 
\)^  taki^  therein  at  foqfie  pther  ppuncil.^' 

The  preceding  prder  will  eiccufe  a  few  remarks, 
the  priipe  ^t  each  table  appears  ample  according  to 
the  rate  of  provifions,  for  wine  was  not  incladc^d, 
the  price  of  which  appears,  by  fubfeguen^  accounts, 
(p  be,  clari^t  fix-pencei  di^er^t  kind§  of  white 
wine  fix-pence  a  quart,  and  fack  pne  (hilling  a  quart. 
Weft  India  trade  did  not  then  exift,  and  the  civi| 
yrars  of  Ffance  fofbad'  th^  iiitrodu^oq  pf  bnmdy, 
^t  leaft  in  any  cpnfider?Lble  quantity.  There  wa$  a 
brew-houfe  attached  to  the  Inns,  which  fupplied  that 
native  liquor.  No  entry,  however,  (hews,  whether 
home-made  fpirits  graced  the  convivial  board. 

The  reader  muft  potice,  that  two  of  the  preccd- 
ing  tables  were  laid  for  the  Bench,  Bar,  an4^  Gen- 
tlemen of  the  Society ;  by  the  latter,  undoubtedly 
Attomies  were  meaiit.  At  that  period  no  quantum 
of  property  warranted  the  ufurpation  of  an  Efquire'^ 
title ;  the  College  of  Arms,  or  that  lively  inftr^i- 
ment  of  tyranny,  the  Star  Chamber  in  England,  or 
Caftle  Chamber  in  Ireland,  would .  interfere,  anid 
punift^  the  prefumption  of  vanity  in  its  peccant  ps^rt 
\fj  perfonal  dcgradatioii  and  public  difgrace ;  '  the 

Rolk 


JtoOs  of  Farliament  and  its  Jounuds  thus  adhere  Jto 
the  eftabliihed  rule ;  appropriate  additions  accom- 
pany eacfh  naine,  .and  ^  the  raide  of  Efquire  has 
{rem  time  immemorial  been  legally  attached  to  the 
fiarrifter,  it  does  not  nierely  fupport  the  eftima- 
tion  in  which  that  profefOon  was  held,  but  juftifies 
the  obfQirafiQn  of  lioneft  Forteicue,  who  affirms^ 
*^  that  Inns  of  Court  were  .crowded  with  the  fons  ,of 
Noblemen  and  Knights,  and  fuch  were  in  legal  ac- 
<:eptatiQn  idther  born  Ef^uires,  or  en^titled  to  clsum 
ihat  ftate  aqd  degree*^ 


♦♦ 


The  preceding  dbfervafions  warrant  me  to  fhink, 
that  Attomies  formed  an  integral  part  of  the  King's 
Inns  Society,  and  were  not  prefled  into  the  groupe 
for  purpofes  pf  ta^i^tioopi  ox  fqryitudeu 

^e  find  perfons  at  a  future  period  taxed  for  a 
parlour  or  retiring  room  for  themfelves,  the  Bar^ 
and  the  Judges.  A  Mr.  John  Cheevers,  an  Attor- 
ney, of  ancient  ^nd  honoi:able  iatnily,  filled  the 
office  of  Treasurer,  and  fucceeded  a  Chief  Juftice 
of  the  King's  Bench  in  that  fituatiou.  The  Officers 
of  the  feveral  Courts,  many  of  whom  appear  to  be 
Attomies,  were  among  its  earliefl:  inembers,  and 
fuch  hare  been  elefted  Bendiers  in  the  fubfequent 
century^  whether  Barrifters  or  not  No  argument 
can  be  dr^wn  from  the  practice  of  Engliih  Inns,  if 
Attornies,  in  fuch  Societies,  form  no  permanent  part 
of  the  body,  neither  do  Benchers  affeft  to  govern 
them,  or  regulate  their  pradtice.  With  what  afto- 
niihment  then,  muft  an  Englifhman  hear  of  this  af- 

fumed  ^* 
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fumed  power  over  Inih  Attormes !  the  innovation  13 
inaefenrible  upon  any'poffible  grounii,  unwarranted 
by  precedent,  unfupported  by  legal  principle,  aAd 
pf^nant  with  obvibus  and  extenifive  evils. 


»     1.   4i     ^         «'       *l 


It  IS  the  intereft  of  the  fuitor^  and  m  that  relpeft 
of  the  community,  to  fever  any  crimirial  complai- 
fance  which  accfdent  may  produce  between  Barrit 
ters  and  Attornies,  Unlimiied'  and  concealed  pow. 
er,  exefciTed  with  fanciftil » and  unfworndifcretion, 
muft  engender  either  fervility  or  refinance;  if  the 
latter  exertion  be  hopelefs,  the  former  vice  will  pre- 
vail. Far  different  is  the  conftitutional  au\:hbrity.  of 
the  Judges  over  that  body :  it  refembles  their  dele* 
gated  power  over  all  Hi^  Majefty's  fubfccts,  and  miift 
be  exercifed  in  a  folemn,  public,  judicial  ^  m^ner^ 
where  the  party  is  empowered  to  vindicate  or  ex- 
plain his  conduft,  which,  when  completely  proved, 
filences  the  whifper  of  private  ffiendflilp,  or  any  re- 
ference to  perforial  character;  befides,  the decifion 
forms  a  fixed  juridical  memorial,  open  to  thebbfer- 
vance  of  a  learned  profeflion,  and  the  review  of  ei» 
ther  Hoiife  of  Parliament.  When  the  faine  perfon 
afts  as  a  Bairrifter  and  Attorney,  there  is  no  propier 
check  upon  the.  delay,  raifconduft,  or  expence  of 
legal  buiinefs.  An  infant  or  narrow  fociety  niay 
tolerate  the  praftice,*  but  when  the  extent  or  prot 
perity  of  a  date  emerges  from  that  early  and  cbn^- 
fined  fphere,  an  adherence  to  the  fyfteiri  becomes  a 
'  public  curfe. 

Ancient  and  modern  dates  recognife'this  principle, 
and  England,  with  that  integrity  and  wifdom  charac- 

teriftic 


*KfNC*S    IT^SS. 


n 


'teriftic  cJPltsiiihiBitantSj'has  cottfifmcd  it'byanddit 
ufage,  and  unaltcrcti  adherence.  Each  ikifs  is  fcpa- 
'rated  by  liiftinftttiaffcs,  and  the  community  feitea 
^fecurity  in  legal  pfaaice^equil  to  whatupholdsmO'- 
'  diarchy,  "atiftccracy,  or'  reprefentatite  freedom. 

BtLt  if  the  Irifh '  variation  muft  continae,  how-de* 
graded  the  ftite  of  Attornies !  They  have  not  a  (in* 
gle  member  from  their  body  Among  the  Benchevs. 
'  Jixtretne  fervitude  is  thus  dderibed  under  the^Bridih 
Conititution,  and  mUft  be  fuliy  merited  by  fuch  fel- 
hfw  fubje6ts  'as  t^ouklf  patiently  fubmit  to  it.  Con- 
neSed  as  the  Attornies  aretvith  the' Bar  by  the  ties 
of  buikiefs,  btood,  Smdfriendfhip,  a  fepanittoa  of 
the  precednig  Idnd  adds  a  cruel  and  envenomed  ftiag 
to  the  iUegal  dominion,  as  if  a  bafenefs  accompanied 
'the  exercife  of  that  profeiEon,  which  no  gentlemanly 
Ihtercourfe  could  cure. 

The  founders  or  rfeftorers  of  the  King's  Inns  afted 

•  with  mbre  dignity  and  wifdom ;  as  fticb,  they  did 

BOt  Intetfere  with  the'  mtoagemeiit  of  Appttenticesj 

nor  affeft' to  regulate  the  praftice  of  Attornies,  J  If 

'^h^ewasa  difference  from  the'Englilh  fyftem  in 

•the  coalition  of  both  profeffions,  the  •  approach '\i^ 

mutual,  manly j'  and  liberal ;  the  door  of  the  King's 

Inns  was  opened  at  the  time,  and  in  the  manner 

which  agreed  with  the  admiffion  of  Barrifters,     Ap- 

prentices  were  left  to  the  accuftomed  itiftruftion, 

iand  Students  configned  with  equal  wifdom  and  pa- 

triotifm  to  the  Englifli  Inns  of  Court, 

Clerks  were  a  fubordinate  legal  body,  which  ex- 
ited imder  the  Judges  and  leadmg  Barrifters.    La- 
borious 
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}x>riaiu  rdearch  and  extenfive  profeilional  leamipg 
parked  the  judicial  aiidi)arrifterial  body  under  the 
i;eigns  of  the  Tudors  and  the  Stewarts  ^  their  youth- 
ful  af&ftant$  therefore  improved  by  the  dignified 
connexion^  which  was  alfo  confidered  an  ufeful  pee- 
paration  to  young  men  of  excellent  education,  and 
undoubted  gentility.     The  practice  continued  even 
in  Ireland  through  that  century.     Thus ^  we  find, 
that  Denis  Daly  had  been  in  early  life  a  Clerk   to 
his  uncle,  the  fsimous  Patrick  Darcy ;  and  Mr.  Da* 
ly,  animated  by  fuch  example,  afterwards  became 
a  moft  able  Lawyer,  and  dKtinguiflied  Judge.     We 
alfo  find,  in  Cromwell's  time,  that  a  fimilar  order 
was  made,  to  permit  the  fix  fenior  Barrifters  Clerks 
to  dine  with  the  Judges  Clerks  in  the  Hall. 

Put  in  the  neighbourmg  kingdom,  this  fpedes  of 
legal  afnftant  ^as  permanent  and  univerfal.  The 
great  Earl  of  Cork  tells  us,  that  he  had  been  Clerk 
tp  Chifif  Baron  Manwood ;  the  regicide  Cooke  af- 
^ms,  that  he  was  employed  in  a  (imilar  manner  by 
Mr.  Brickendon ;  and  we  kpow,  that  the  virtuous 
and  immortal  Somers  was  Clerk  to  Sir  Francis  Win- 
nington.  Having  fixed  the  legal  tribe  in  regular 
array  at  their  different  tables,  I  muft  folicit  the  rea- 
der's patience  in  preparing  Chambers,  or  faithfully 
defcribing  thole  i^hich  they  onc^  pofTeifed. 

A  Council  was  Jield  on  the  twentieth  day  of  June, 
J  609^  in  which  the  follo^i^ing  order,  relative  thereto, 
was  made :  **  It  ^as  this  day  by  the  Judges,  and 
the  whole  Bench,  and  iikewife  affented  to  by  the 
Bar,  that  the  chambers  in  the  King's  Inns  fhall  be 
divided  in  the  maimer  following." 

The 
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The  mode  of  King's  Inns  meeting,  upon  folemn 
occafions,  is  afcertsdned  by  that  early  precedent, 
wb^ch  alfo  recQgnifes  a  pght  in,  the  Itgial  body  at 
large  to  difpofe  of  its  property.  The  ^bole  Bench 
means  perfons  who  were  not  Judges,  nor  yet  prac> 
dcers ;  fucl^  ^as  the  Deputy,  Ae  Matter  of  the 
Rolls  ;  Sir  John  Everard,  and  Mr.  Sedgrave^  y^o 
tiad  been  Juftices,  but  did  not  rdume  legal  prac- 
tice ;  Sir  Richard  Shea,  an  ancient  and  refpedable 
l^vryer,  vho  died  in  the  fuccee^ing  year ;  Sir  Ri- 
chard Aylward.  who  had  been  Second  Juftice  of 
MunHer^  which  ftation  he  quitted  without  return- 
ing to  the  Bar ;  befides  the  Officers  of  Superior 
Courts.  None  of  thefe  were  regularly  elefted 
Benchers,  though  matters  of  much  lefs  importance 
occupy  the  Black^Book  than  an  appointment  of  that 
fofL  The  protigble  reafon  of  the  change  will  en- 
gage our  fubfequent  difculfion.  The  chambers 
were,  hbvever,  divided  in  the  following  manner : 


^  Sir  Humphry  Wynche,  Emght,  Serjeant  at 
L.aw,  and  Lord  Chief  Juftice  of  the  King's  Bench 
within  the  realm  of  Ireland,  was  this  day  admitted 
into  that  chamber,  which  lately  did  belong  to  Sir 
Jarne^  Ley,  Knight,  fometimes  known  to  be  the 
Juftice  Bathe's  chamber.^' 

^  Su-  Nicholas  Walflie,  Knight,  Lord  Chief  Jaf- 
tice  of  his  Highnefs's  Court  of  Common  Fleas 
within  the  realm  of  Ireland,  was  this  day  admitted 
into  that  chamber  which  of  late  was  enjoyed  by  Sir 

Robert 


JjS  HISTORY    or    THE 

,  Robert  Dillon,  Knight,  foine  time  Chief  Juftice  of 
«that  Court. 


>f 


*'  Sir  John  Denham,  Knight,  Serje^t  ^t  Law, 
.and  Lord  Chief  Baron  of' his  Majefty's  Court  of 

Exchequer  in  the  realm. of  Ireland,  ,was  this  day 
,  admitted  into  that  chanlbcr  whicti  of  late  did  belong 

to  Sir  John  Ellyot,  Knight,  one  of  the  Barons  of 

iaid  Court." 

.The  reader  will  neceffarily  take  xw)tice,  with  what 
becomiag  accuracy*  the  preceding  additions  are  eA- 
tered.  The  Chief  Juftice  of  the  King's  Bench,  and 
Chief  Baron,  were  Englilhmen,  and  had  be^n 
called  to  the  ftate  and-  rank  of  Serjeants  in  that  coiyi. 
tty }  but  Sir  Nicholas  Walflje  ii^as  an  Iriftman,  and 
though  he ,  paffed  throvigh  the ;  profeflion  with  enii- 
,  Bent  integrityand  ?pplaufe,  did  not  attain  the  rank 
of.  Serjeant,  no  lega]  degree  .having  ever  been  con- 
ferred in  Ireland,  nor  any  eftablifhment  for  element- 
ary education  tbojught  coiifonant  with  loyalty. 

"  Chriftopher  Sibthorpe,  Efq.  one  of  the  Judges 

.of  the  King's  Bench,  is  admitted  into  the  weft  end 

of  that,  place  where  the  Chancery  was  lately  kept, 

fometimes  known  to  be  the  Fryers  Hall,  .his  chamber 

being  a  fqurth  part  of  that  room," 

**  William  Talbot,  and  Henry  Nugent,  Efqrs. 
•  learned  in  the-  Laws,  were  this  day  admitted  in;iuo- 
•then  fourth  part  of  that  room  which  lyeth  in  the 
.  eaft  end  of  the  Fryers  Hall." 

'*  Patrick 
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^  *^  Patrick  Sedgrave,  Efq.  is  admitted'  to  a  fourth 
part  of  the  dbrmitoi*y  next  unto  Sir  John-  EUyot, 
and*  a  companion  to  be  afligned  tof  hint  fitch  as  the 
Bench  (hall  appoint,   who  is  to  contribute*  to  the 
charges  of  the  building." 

•*  John  Meade,  Jind  Thomas  Dbyle,  Efqrs^  are*  ad- 
mitted into  another  fourth  part  of  that  room  of  the- 
doTmitory  next  to  Sir  John  Dayies^  Knight,  his- 
Majeftj's  Attorney  General.'* 

**  Sir  John  Ellyot,  Kmght,  one  of  the  Barons  of 
the  Exchequer,  his  fons  ThoiAas  and  Henry  Ellyot 
being  of  this  Society,  and  the  firft  that  began  to 
build  his  chamber  after  the  reftauration  of  the  King^s 
Inne,  is  this  day.  admitted  into  a  fourth  part  of  the 
dormitory,  iti  that  place  where  the  Exchequer  was 
lately  kept,  and  next  to  the  Lord  Chief  Juftice'ff 
chamber.'* 

**  Sir  John  Davyes,  his  Majefty's  Attorney  Gene- 
ral, was  this  day  admitted  into  another  part  of  thd 
dormitory,  in  that  place  where  his  Majefty's  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  was  kept,  and  in  the  north  end 
of  the  dormitory." 

**  Walter  Scurlocke,  and  Chriftopher  Verdon; 
Efqrs.  are  admitted  into  a  fourth  part  of  the  Fryers 
Hall,  where  fometimes  the  Chancery  was  kept,  and 
in  that  part  thereof  next  adjoining  to  Mr.  Juftice 
^ihthorpe.^ 


>j 
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^  Richard  Batler^  and  Michael  Cowley,  'EkftSd 
are  admitted  into  another  fourth  patt  of  the  Fryier» 
Hall,  where  Ibmetimes  the  Chancery  was  kept,  and 
ia  that  part  thereof  next  adjoining  unto  Mr.  Talbot 
and  Mr;  Nugent.^ 

*^  Sir  John  Everard,  Sjiighf ,  and  his  fonf,  were  ad^ 
ndtted  this  day  into  the  place  where  lately  the  King's 
liench  Was*  kept,  femetlmes  Sir  Robert  Dillon's 
chamber/' 

*•  Patrick  Archer,  amd  James  Bryver,  Efc^s. 
learned  in  the  Laws,^  were  this  day  admitted  into  the 
next  chamber  to  Sir  John  Everard,  fometimes  Mr*. 
Bumell's*  chamber." 

^  Chriftopher  Lynch,  and  £dwa(td  Dowdal,  Efqrs* 
laarsed  in  Uie  Laws^  were  this  day  admitted  inta 
that  chamber  in  the  cloyfter,  which  fometimes  bc-i 
longed  to  Mr.  Martin  Blake,  and  Chriftopher  Shaftf- 
bury ;  names  which  (hew  the  refidence  of  Barriftcrs 
therein  in  preceding  times/^ 

**  Robert  Bamewall  and  Nicholas  Fitz-Williams, 
Efqrs.  learned  m  the  Laws,  were  this  day  admitted 
into  the  next  chamber  in  the  cloyfter,  fometimes  be* 
ing  Mr.  CantweU's  Chamber r'^ 

"  Richard 

* 

4  Ko  (dcfi  name  appears  after  t^  revival  of  tlie  Society, 
ehoogh  in  early  ages  a  molt  opulent,  warlike,  and  poVrerful  legal 
IMune* 
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^  Richard  Wadding,  arid  David  Roffa^  Efqrs'. 
teamed  in  tbe  Laws,  were  this  day  admitted  into' 
that  chamber  in  the  cloyfter,  fometimes  belonging" 
to  Thomas  Dillon,  and  Robert/' 

Such  were  the  Barfifters  Between  whom  thef^ 
chambers  appear  to  have  been  dSvided:  we  find 
among  them,  not  the  reptefentatives  of  rotten  bo^ 
roughs,  but  delegated  guardians  of  e^tenfive  and 
"Warlike  diftri^,  or  opnfent  aisid  flourifhing  cities. 
Tfppenuy,  Kildare,  Louth,  and  Meath,  fent  thenx 
to  the  Parliament  of  1613.  Waterford  and  KiI-» 
kenny  claim  a  fimilar  ctiftinGdon.  Their  condudr 
jafti^  the  'choice,  as  fome  of  them  refignfed  high- 
and  lucrative  ftations  from  confcientious  fcniples, 
and  others  encountered  imprifonment,  exile,  or 
deaths  in  upholding  the  political  rank  of  thi^ 
country,  and  extending  thofe  principles  w'hich  form 
the  bafis  of  that  legal  fyflem  under  which  the  in-' 
habitants  of  both  iflands  are  at  this  moment  go- 
verned. 

Onthefiiih  of  January,  1609 — 10,  "  Sir  Francis 
Aungier,  Knight,  Mailer  of  the  Rolls,  was  this  day 
by  the  Judges,  and  the  confent  pf  Sir  John  Davies, 
Knight,  his  Majefty's  Attorney  General,  admitted  into 
part  of  that  chamber  which  was  formerly  ailigned 
toSirJohn.'* 

Little  doubt  can  be  entertained  as  to  the  conve* 
nknce  refulting  from  the  poffeinon  of  chambers, 
when  two  Barrifters  olF  advanced  ^ge  and  ample  for< 

tune 
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tune  wetfi  IktUfied  mth  a  fingle  &t,  and  fubpiitted 
to.  live  like  jimior  Stu4en.ts  in  a  crowded  Univer* 

Sir  Francis  Aungier  alfo,  though  the  monaftery 
of  White  l^riaics  on,  the  fouth  iide  of  the  cifj  i^'as 
granted  to  ^m^  condefcended  to.  take  a  part  gf  his 
caiintryn»n*5  fettleiAewt  in  the  Bljick  Friajs.  Un- 
doubted docu^lents  proye  him,  an  able  \.zyfjez  and 
judiciQi^  Aiyiquarian ;  the  jprecedin^  circi^mftance, 
tiwcfore,  neitb^  gave  him  difguft  or  furprife.  Hf 
^$i  a  Gray'^  hm  ra^,  wd  h^  read  that  S^r  Thq- 
iDas:  Seville  acquainted  that  Society,  th,at  he  ^Quld 
^q^t  of  Mr.  Attorney  General  to  be  his  bed- 
Mow  in  his,  ckWi\>cx^  which  wa^  eutere4  pa  th^i:^ 
Rules  the  9th  of  July  2  f  I^.  8.  In  pother  Efig;- 
li(h  Society,  an  Attorney  General  was  o\>]^ge^  to 
t^  one  of  the  menibers  of  the  hQufe,  not  ^  a 
ch?nibar,  but  a  hed-feliow* 

Whenever  our  projeded  chambers  are  finilhed , 
(which  is  a  matter,  in  my  opinion,  ufelefs,  uncer- 
tain, wd  >t  all  eyent§,  very  remote)  I  make  }t  my 
humble  requeft,  that  if  a  iimilar  order  he  eqforpefi)^ 
the  Knight,  or  Attorney  Genera^,  may  be  allowed 
to  iele£t  an  agreeable  comp^uiion  from  the  profisiSpn 
without  ax^y  reference  tp  antiquity  pr  r^nk. 

Another  Meeting  or  Council  was  held  upon  the 
a9th  of  January,  i  $09^—10^  i^  wh}ctk  the  ^Hqw- 
iog  order  was  entered :  ^^  A  ilrong  p^le  is  ^  be 
made  betweei)  Lord  WfiJUQie's  f^hwi^  a^d  ih^  jc;oir- 

ner 


&er  of  the  garden  wall,  wherein  (hall  be  made  a  fUle 
and  convenient  paflage  for  all  men,  and  thereout  to 
bar  all  manner  of  cattle^  and  that  a  fmall  door  fhall 
be  made  in  that  part  next  the  garden  to  lead  in  and 
out'llorfes  upon  any  occafion,  with  a  lock  and  key 
to  the  fame  door,  and  that  the  door  of  the  brew* 
houfe  (hall  be  flopped  up*" 

Some  illuftration  may  be  neceflary  to  fatisfy  a 
modern  Inm-^uay  hunger  of  the  authenticity  of  the 
preceding  proviGon  j  fuch  perfon  muft  be  informed^ 
that  at  that  time  there  was  no  embankment,  except 
for  a  garden  inclofure  on  the  northern  fide  of  the 
liffey,  t)r  where  the  ancient  bridge  of  the  city  com- 
municated  with  the  adjacent  diftrift  of  Fingal.  The 
whdie  fpace  of  ground  from  the  fite  of  the  monat 
teries  of  Black  Friars  or  St.  Mary's,  to  the  prefent 
Song's  Inns,  was  covered  with  feparated  tenements, 
held  under  the  brotherhood  of  each  Society,  which 
bad  continual  difputes  arifmg  from  the  feUiibners, 
and  fuftained  with  the  artful  perfeverance  peculiar 
to  holy  Fathers* 

As  the  Dominican  order  was  infinitely  more 
learned,  perfons  of  rank,  tafte  and  talents,  were 
generally  influenced  ky  their  mode  of  managing  the 
conteft,  whilft  their  opponents  had  recourfe  to  mi* 
racles,  or  a  comparifon  of  their  tutelar  faint,  with 
the  devout,  but  inferior  St,  Dominick.  They  were 
alfo  the  elder  houfe,  an  important  circumftance  in 
the  e)cs  of  the  populace.  Thefe  flruggles  are  only 
mendoned  to  (hew  the  unaltered  iiabits  of  a  prieft- 
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ftood  ailird  the  varying  manners  of  mankind :  in  one 
tfemporal  point  they  fcemed  to  agree ;  each  claimed 
cxemptitim  from  the  jurifdiclion  of  the  city,  and  en- 
forced its  obfervance  by  occafional  riots,  and  a  fet- 
tled t^ammtmrcafiwty  an  alarming  procefs  of  Canon 
laWj  among  a  people  fufBcicntly  befottcd  to  believe, 
that  the  agency  of  nature  covld  be  contfoUed  by 
the  management  of  monks*  A  fnnilar  game  was 
flayed  ori  the  fouthern  fide  of  the  city,  fome  of 
which  fubfift  to  this  day. — ^They  bad  no  charter, 
nbr  could  prefcription  on  Irifh  ground  warrant  the 
trforpition.  The  fyftem  was,  however,  upheld  for 
ages  by  clerical  ierrorsy  and  the  Corporation  acqui- 
feTced  for  Rich  a  length  of  time  as  to  give  it.  in  th^ 
ieyes  of  unprofeilional  men,  an  appearance  bf  1^« 
itty, 

*  t!ven  the  new  proprietors,  for  purpofes  of  au- 
thority or  iacre,  difpeftfed  Avith  a  l^al  maxim,  and 
profited  by  the  wrong.  A  Scnefchal  was  therefore 
appointed  utiLil  after  the  yeiar  1 640,  when  the  laft 
entry  of  that  fort  appears  in  the  foHowing  words : 

^*  Memorandmn  quod  apud  ConfiHum  tentum 
'^pud  de  King*s  Inne  ide  Ctmrt  juxta  Dublin,  Thomas 
Bringhurft  Gen.  eleiftus  eft  dt  Senefchallus  hujus 
LJbertatis,  habendum  gaudendum  &  tenendum  quam 
diu  fe  bene  geilerit.**  Stocks  and  a  cucking  (loot 
'were  exhibited  as  marks  of  Ickral  and  independent 
]urifdiftioi1.  A  pillory  even  exifted  for  cihninals 
within  the  precinft,  and  on  which  John  Veldon, 
an  Under  Trcafurer  of  the  Bociet),  in  the  year 

1616, 
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.k6i6,  fuSered  the  peaatti^  annexed  to  the  heinous 
offence  of  perjury.  We  have,  however,  no  cor« 
reCk  tradition  whether  criirtinal  proceedings  or  civil 
proceft  were  determined  as  in  the  neighbouring  dit 
trietu 

A  transfer  of  the  mo&aftery  to  J^idges  md  iPrao* 
licers  contributed  to  the  abolition  of  that  monkifli 
privilege^  Thdr  attachment  to  other  Ck>urts,  poffi* 
bly  confined  fubfequent  authority  to  fummary  pu- 
ni/bmezit  for  trifling  offences*  Good  fenfe  at  laft 
concurred  with  public  and  perfonal  convenience^  and 
the  Sodety  permitted  an  ilkgal  ufurpation  to  fink 
into  defuetude  as  iilently  and  imperceptibly  as  it 
rofe. 

•  > 
StP&tt%  sn  this  manner^  and  by  Jkch  emrourage^ 
tnenty  covered  fields,  and  the  terraces  of  gardens 
have  been  turned  into  commercial  quays*  Thus, 
by  an  unforereeni  but  uniform  round  of  events, 
Priefts  smd  La^Wyers  acquire  fiiperior  income  and 
pro&ffional  wealth  by  that  population  which  pofief- 
fes  their  ancient  property*  .  Thofe  events,  however 
fuigular  or  fevere,  can  be  recorded  by  a  legal  pen, 
as  terminadng  in  the  general  profperity  of  this  king* 
dom:  but  other  parts  of  the  Society ^s  income  hav^e 
yielded  to  notorious  neglef^  the  prefervation  cf 
which  would  neither  fmother  trade,  nor  check  po« 
pulation* 

Fot  a  ^p  near  Bridge-ftreet  continued  to  pay  the 
Society  rent  during  the  grefkter  pare  of  that  century. 
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We  do  not,  however,  find  that  the  legal  body  de- 
manded a  toll  from  paffengers  over  the  bridge, 
though  their  preddceflbrs  the  friars  undoubtedly  did: 
thus,  verifying  the  obfervation  of  Lord  Coke,  who 
applauds  the  regular  clergy  for  their  attainment  c^ 
legal  knowlege,  or  their  uniform  engagement  of 
eminent  Lawyers.  This  toll  fucceeded  to  the  right 
of  ferry,  and  was  enforced  with  pious  and.  perpe- 
tual zele. 

If,  as  Lord  Coke  fays  on  a  fimilar  occafion,  the 
preceding  claufe  or  order  has  not  been  darkened  by 
excefSvfe  illuflration,  I  will,  in  the  words  of  the 
fame  great  Author,  once  far  allj  recall  the  reader's 
attention  to  the  fmgular,  but  appropriate  addition 
given  to  the  Chief  Juflice  therein.  He  is  called 
Lord,  ill  the  fame  mani^ter  as  Coke,  Hale,  Hobart, 
and  Holt,  in  EngKih  Law  Books,  though  none  of 
thefe  great  Lawyers  were  raifed  to  the  peerage,  nor 
indeed  a?ny  Chief  Juftice  in  eithef- country  until  long 
aftef  the  acceflion  of  Jame6  L  '  But  the  addition 
was  ufual,  and  is  noticed  to  mark  the  accuracy  of 
that  age  in  fuch  ifiatters. 

A  fecond  order  was  made  at  the  faid  Council, 
*•  That  Mr.  Fitz-Harris,  and  Mr.  James  Bryver  fhall, 
in  the  prefence  of  the  Treafurer,  call  before  them 
Mr.  Chriftopher  Lynch,  late  Penfioner,  and  Mr. 
John  Meade,  laft  Penfioner,  and  upon  view  of  their 
accompt,  to  fhew  their  difcharges  of  their  feveral 
difbiirfements,  and  then  to  deliver  over  thdr  feveral 
Rolls  to  the  new  Penfioner,  Mr.  Patrick  Archer. **- 
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This  appdintment  of  private  Barrifters  as  Audi- 
tors of  Bench  Accounts,  does  not  fliew  that  they 
were  Benchers,  but  that  the  whole  body  had  an 
€<]ual  right  <o. attend  meetings  or  vote  therein* 

Wben  corrupt,  felf-interelled^  and  prefumptu- 
ous  innovators  aflert  matters  unfupported  by  prece- 
dent, principle,  or  fefl,  they  deferve  to  be  dragged 
io  the  altar  of  public  juftice,  and  expofed  to  thede- 
jrifion  and  contempt  of  an  enlightened  empire. 

What  opinion  can  the  reader  have  of  the  ^etter^ 
lent  by  ordicr  of  the  Bench  to  Secretary  Pelhafli, 
now  £^rl  Chichefter,  when  an  e]e£hnent  was  ferved 
Jor  the  ground  of  the  King's  Inns  Society,  occupied 
by  4ht  Courts  and  public  Offices  ?  It  ilrangely,  but 
craftily '  {bites,  that  Kii^  James  granted  the  old 
Xing's  Inns  in  fee  to  the  Benchers  and  their  fucce£' 
fors.  Government  may  be  depeived,  but  it  muft  be 
from  want  of  enquiiy«  If  the  pretended  record 
<:ontained  fucb  words,  it  would  fatisfy  my  min^  a^ 
to  jthe  forgery  or  interpolatjoq* 

In  the  fame  manner.  Sir  Edward  Coke  detefled 
a  monafterial .  impofture  in  his  day.  The  granteje 
of  luch  property  relied  upon  a  certain  document  as 
an  aopent  and  authentic  deed,  when  lo!  on.pe«« 
rqlal,  it  recognifed  a  legal  praAice  not  l^own  at 
the  period  t)f  its  date.  But  Coke's  talents  .ox  re- 
jfearch  are  Qot  tieceilary  to  evifcerate  this  jnodern 
£raud :  it  (hall  b^  counterafted  by  aa  authority,  fecp 
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ble  smd  w«ak  in  other  rcfp^fts,  but  fully  conclufive 
to  the  intended  efibdt. 

A  petkioA  was  prepared  for  Parliament  under  the 
fame  authority,  and  committed  to  print,  with  the 
preceding  Treafurer's  name  annexed  therein.  In 
this  petition  it  is  truly  ftated  to  be  granted  as  a  red- 
dence  for  the  Frcfefors  ef  the  Law.  'the  reader 
may  make  his  eleftion,  which  defcription  to  rely  up- 
on:  at  all  events,  it  viH  prepare  him  to  exercife  a 
proper  refearch  and  impartial  judgmeut  in  preference 
to  a  Bench  publication,  or  even  that  of  their  Hifto- 
rian.  In  the  preceding  inftance,  a  view  of  the  grant 
could  remove  thofe  doubts,  and  ^  can  be  cafily  re* 
forted  to  by  the  proteftcd  favourites  of  Govern* 
ment,  though  fuch  an  indulgence  has  not  been 
within  my  reach.  Should  that  privilege  be  ever  ex- 
tended to  me  HFor  national  purp jfes,  the  ifuft  fhaH 
be  confecrated  to  pubKc  good,  and  fellow-fubjeOs 
rely  upon  humble  profeffional  induftry  to  authenti- 
cate and  illuftrate  legal  or  hifforic  fa6ls,  whilft  in 
fairnefs  and  freedom  of  opinion  I  expeft  from  men 
of  talents  or  integrity,  countenance  and  approba* 
Hon. 

In  a  fubfequent  Council  the  Judges  and  other 
Members  of  the  Society '  obtain  chambers  on  the 
condition  of  repairing  the  premifes ;  and  if  fuch 
were  not  difpofed  of  to  any  of  the  Society,  then 
the  fame  to  be  left  to  the  Bench  to  give  confider- 
ation  in  thcflr  difcrction.     Similar  orders  were  made 
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where  Members  refigaed  their  half  of  the  cham- 
ber. 


A  rule  by  iixrhich  the  chambers  of  Sir  WiUiam 
Jones,  Chief  JuiUqe,  vrere  ai&gixed  to  Sir  Heary 
Bourcbier,  Knight,  marks  their  ufe  and  neceffity. 
It  dates,  ^  that  they  were  Commiflioners  for  the 
aSaiis  of  this  realm."  On  the  former  going  to  £ng* 
land,  the  letter  ^as  eleded  a  member  of  the  Soci- 
ety, to  enable  him  by  fwh.  fituatioa  to  accept  of  the 
iraasfer, 

A  vant  of  income  to  fupport  the  yearly  parovifiou 
of  articles  for  the  houfe  required  an  additional  tax: : 
four-pence  is.  added  as  an  enlargement  to«  the  termly 
penfion  of  &ch  Terxn^  and  continued  nnakered  fox 
a  century. 

At  thfi  fame  Council,  the  fdlowing  mild  apd  ale- 
ful  order  was  made :  ^'  Th^t  frpm  henceforth  all 
and  ^very  gentleman  of  this  houfe  ihaJLl  be  in  Com- 
mons in  t^s  houfe  on^  wbofe  week,  or  two  half 
weeks  in  every  Term,  a^  in  iie{anlt  thereof,  to 
pay  to  the  Treafurer  for  the  time  being,  five  (hil- 
liags  fterbag,  for  the  |ife  of  the  houfe/' 

If  the  modern  buildings  bad  b^en  &&e^  in  a  pro- 
per fituatipf),  ai^  the  tjaxes,  ^wawen^er  heavy,  ^tb- 
fidly  9Bd  friig^lty  fipplied,  ^  regulation  of  the  pre- 
ce^g  import  woul4  n£tt  only  be  complied  with, 
but  received  with  a  tQ9?pe£t;  of  national  applaufe. 


The 


V 
-» 


88  ^HISTORY   OF    THE 

The  reader  has  feen,  by  the  divifion  of  chambers, 
that  fome  of  the  Judges  were  left  deftitute  of  fuch 
accommodation,  which  was  certainly  unreafonable  ; 
for  though  the  individual  may  be  unpopular,  and 
intituled,  from  perfonal  or  official  bafenefs  to  no  re- 
.  fpefb,  rank  and  public  ftation  claimed  from  a  legal 
body  fuch  compliment :  befides,  it  was  a  matter  of 
public  convenience  that  they  fhould  attend  near  each 
other  in  Term  time,  and  not  diftraft  a  Suitor  or 
Attorney  by  a  purfuit  after  them  in  different  parts  of 
the  Metropolis.  This  principle  would  at  leaft  induce 
Prafticers  to  fupport  the  regulation,  which  was  en- 
tered into  in  1622. 

» 

*'  For  that  the  Judges  of  this  Society  cannot  re- 
pair thither  as  often  as  they  otherwife  would  for 
want  of  chambers ;  it  was  therefore  ordered,  and 
agreed  on  that  day,  That  the  Judges  fhall  have  and 
enjoy  the  upper  chambers  in  this  houfe,  and  every 
of  them  as  they  fhall  happen  to  become  void .;  and 
that  every  Judge,  from  time  to  time,  be  admitted 
into  fuch  chamber  that  fhall  be  void,  refpeftively, 
according  to  his  precedence  or  antiquity/' 

The  preceding  rule  gave  to  thefe  Magiflrates  the 
entire  pofTeffion  of  the  monaftery,  as  the  refpeftive 
occupiers  died  or  flruck  their  names  off  the  Rolls 
'  of  the  Society.  For  that  fuch  cuflom  did  prevail,  we 
have  two  indubitable  proofs  ;  Mr.  John  Mead,  and 
Mr.  Thomas  Geogbe,  were  original  Members  in 
1607,  and  are  re-admitted  in  1628,  as' appears  by 
the  remark  at  the  end  of  the  latter  name,  for  both 
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gentkmen  had  in  the  intervening  period  attained 
the  honor  of  Knighthood. 

It  is  a  painful  neceflity  refulting  from  modern  in^ 
novation,  which  makes  me  prove  that  the  pradHce  of 
a  Society  of  gentlemen  was  corre^  and  liberal  in 
former  times ;  but  the  unmerited  and  unexampled 
degradation  which  has  been  meted  out  to  Attornies 
by  unprecedented  ufurpation,  enforces  this  illuftra^. 
tion,  as  an  imperious  duty.  A  Mr.  Cbeevers^  a  Mr. 
Nicholas  Lowther^  and  other  gentlemen  of  that  pro« 
feffion,  obtained  moieties  of  chambers  in  the  fame 
manner  and  en  the  fame  terms  with  Barrifters,  and 
had  a  full  privilege  of  mixing  with  the  legal  body 
upon  terms  of  perfonal  or  o^cial  equality,  within 
the  King's  Inns  Society. 

I  fee,  however,  a  very  good  reafon  why  they  did  not 
frequently  folicit  the  tenure — their  bufmefs  materially 
differs  from  the  Bar,  both  in  attainment  and  execu- 
tion -,  a  crowd  of  clients  form;  the  ufeful  train  of  an 
Attorney,  for  whom  they  muft  have  time  and  place, 
and  be  entrufted  with  fecrets  unfit  or  unfafe  for  a 
third  perfon  to  hear ;  whereas,  the  Barrifters  talent 
is  exercifed  in  the  folitude  of  a  ftudy,  or  on  a 
crowded,  but  unconneded  theat^,  in  which  pofi- 
tions  the  bufmefs  is  prepared  or  completed  with  the 
moft  powerful  efied  for  official  record,  or  public 
execution. 

However,  no  further  obfervations  fhall  be  made 
on  this  part  of  our  fubjed,  until  it  becomes  neceff- 
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farjr  to  fiattf  the  moiivcs.  wiuch  Jed  to  a  fubiequent 
pradical  change.  For  th^  prefent  I  merely  fubmit 
to  th£  reader's  integrity  and  common  fenfe,  whether 
Iriih  Barrifters  ^d  Attorpies  are  fuch  fenfelefs,  fpi- 
ritle&  beings  aa  to  ^^ter  ji^to  a  voluntary  Society 
fi^r  the  exprefs  purple  of  ienrini4e  an^  habitual 
di%race.  The  truth  fesms  to  be,  all  the  Members 
had  a  cconmoi)  int^r^»  aM  ^  the  rul§$  and  ma- 
nagement, eaxept  in  a  few  iaft^nces,  evidently  bore 
that  way,  there  was  no  ftruggle  for  fituationi 
nehber  wealth,  rank,  patronage^  nor  power^  awaited 
the  attainment,  and  where  fucii  accompaniments  are 
wanting,  affiurs  move  in  an  imilbrni  fpbere  of  in« 
tegrity  and  indolence. 

The  account  of  Sir  John  Ellyot,  the  firft  Trea» 
furer,  was  taken  on  the  2d  of  February,  1 6 1  o,  in 
the  fuHowing  term$ :  '*  Imprimis,  the  iaid  Accompt- 
9&t  ftands  ch^rg^  with  pue  cupp  of  filver  doubJe 
gih,  weighifig  forty ^oijr  ounces,  given  by  Lord 
Deputy^  Sir  Arthur  Chichfsiler  j — ^item,  fi^c  filver 
fpt)Qr>s,  given  by  Sir  Thomas  Aflie,  Knight,  one  of 
the  fellows  of  tki$  houje.'^ 

**  Money  received  for  adnjittances  £Sy.igi:% 
From  Mr.  Patrick  Arcljer,  Penfioner,  one  of  the 
&II0WS  of  this  h[(M|fe,  j^8/' 

However,  even  at  this  early  period,  there  was 
either  negligence  or  default  in  King's  Inns  Officers, 
for  the  learned  and  honeft  I^aroa  received  no  col* 
IcBacxi  from  the  ojher  Penfionerf,  Mr.  Cfariftophief 
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Lynch,  or  Mr,  John  Meade,  and  delcribes  it  in  cor« 
red  legal  language  by  the  return  of  Kihill. 

<^  DiiburfeiQents  under  Ms  iofpefdoHf  vith  ai^ 
ifamty  from  the  Society,  amount  for  the  iame  pe- 
riod to  ^64 19:8  fterling.  Money  imfrtfted  (fuch 
is  the  legal  phrafe  of  entry)  to  the  Steward, 
jf  I  o :  9  :  o.  By  like  warrant  to  the  Under  Treftr 
furer,  £3*0:0.  Like  money  imprefted  to  the 
Steiyard  fince  the  ad  of  February,  £4 :  o :  o  fter- 
ling.  He  demanded  albwance  for  fmall  repairs, 
£0: 1716.  Summa  Tatalh^  (fuch  is  the  entry) 
£82  :  16 1  a.  And  fo  remaineth  due  yxntp  the 
houle  io  the  hands  of  this  Accomptant,  £  1 1  '*  3  -  ^ 

This  acconnt  was  ^en  before  Sir  John  Bleiuier- 
iM^t,  one  of  the  Borons  of  the  Exchequer,  and 
Gendrd  Lowther,  £fq»  on^  of  the  Judges  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas,  AydiHrs  mppointed  there- 
imto  by  the  Judges  and  Bench.  Such  was  the  (late 
in\vhkh  a  moft  learned,  fpiritedy  smd  numerous 
body  fatisfied  their  ambition.  How  fmall  a  balance 
in  the  hands  of  the  Treafurer,  with  what  4>rompd- 
tude  and  integrity  arranged,  to  borrow  the  legal 
phrafe  of  old  Pbwden,  ^<  a  notable  precedent  for 
fucceeding  time^." 

■ 

This  appears  the  correft  moment  to  compare  the 

commencement  of  our  modem  eftabliflunent  as  to 

finance,  in  point  of  extent,  necei&ty,  or  ufe,  with 

the  revival  of  the  King^s  Inns,  in  the  reign  of 

James  !• 
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•  In  Trinity  Term,  17899  fines  of .  admiilioii  and 
compofidon  for  Commons  amounted  to  the  fum  of 
£^l%^  •  5  •  7>  and  (lamps  {^\^o :  o  :  o,  making  the 
whole  receipt  for  that  Terra  ;C^87  •  5  •  7*  ^^^  ^^ 
burfements  of  the  fame  Term  for  advertifements^ 
bonds,  &c.  )C7  -  S  •  2*  Poundage  ^14 :  17  :  o, 
which  left  a  balance  in  the  Treafurer's  hands  of 
£265:13:5. 

The  receipts  of  Michaelmas'  Term»  ^7891 
amounted  to  £222:16:2,  and  the  expenditure 
jC^5  •  o  •  3»  of  which  £11:2:6  were  the  Treafu. 
rer's  poundage  fees.  Thus  ^473:  9:4^remained 
in  that  Officer's  hands  of  the  Society's  money. 

Receipts  in  Hilary  Term,  1790,  £1760: 17  :  8, 
and  the  expenditure  £1866:  3:  7,  leaving  a  fmal! 
balance  in  hand  of  £368  ''•Z'^^S^*  ^  purchafe  of 
<2ovemment  Securities  occ^fioned  the  preceding 
large  difburfements,  as  a  fingle  Oiilling  was  not  laid 
out  in  any  literary  or  profeifional  improvement. 

We  muft^  however,  proceed  with  ^lerklike  in- 
tegrity, and  arithmetical  accuracy.  The  receipts  of 
Eader  Term,  1790,  amounted  to  £228  :  5  : 4,  and 
the  expenditure,  including  poundage,  £  1 6  :  8 :  o. 

Where  no  vifible  objeft  appeared  for,  the  pre- 
ceding mcome,  taxation  would  fcarcely  be  reforted 
to  in  any  other  country  to  double  or  increafe  it ; 
however,  the  m^ure  was  adopted  without  any 
previous  notice  or  general  alarm. 

TTie 
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The  fubjedt  aflumes  more  importance  in  point  of 
wealth,  as  well  as  its  fiogular  mansigement) 
j^58o :  1 :  9i  now  dignifies  the  page  as  a  balance  in 
the  Treafurer's  hands.  The  receipts  of  Trinity 
Term,  179©,  amounted  to  j^'275  :  15 :  4^,  and  the 
expenditure,  confiding  entirely  of  poundage  or  cha^^ 
rity,  was  '£iS:  16:0.  The  effects  of  great  and 
growing  refources  already  appear  in  an  item  of  in^ 
tered  upon  Government  Securities,  which  increafed^ 
was  increafing,  and  promifed  to  accumulate  to  a 
boundlefs  amount. 

But  to  proceed — ^£837 :  7  :  2  in  Michaelmas 
Term,  1790,  _was  the  Treafurer's  balance,  the 
receipts  £364:612^  and  the  expenditure 
^976 :  6  : 4.  Good  news  for  legal  profeflbrsi 
more  Government  Securities  purchafed. 

Under  the  preceding  principle,  with  an  indul- 
gence of  charity,  fome  ufelefs  expences  may  be 
overlooked,  and  the  fmall  balance  of  j^ia6:  7  :o 
in  the  Treafurer's  hands  not  difpleafe  the  reader. 

He  (hall,  however,  have  apiple  compenlatipn  in 
fucceeding  Terms.  The  receipts  of  Hilary  Term, 
1 79 1,  amounted  to  jC34^  •  ^7  •^^  ^d  the  expen- 
diture only  j^43  :  8 : 3.  The  managers  feemed  alfo 
^o  adopt  a  (harpnefs  fuited  to  profperity,  and  de- 
nounced the  Receiver  General  of  the  Stamps  as 
having  received  £224 :  o  :  o  of  the  Society's  mp- 
fiey,  and  remaining  to  that  amount  in  their  debt.   . 

Balance 
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Balance  in  the  Treafurer's  hands  in  Eafter  Term^ 
ty9i>  ^^444:16:3^  Receipts  in  Eafter  Term> 
1791^  ^^233:  10: 8.  Expenditure  during  faid 
Term,  nothing,  lave  poundage,  and « that  only 
/ii:i3:5. 

Balance  In  Trinity  Term,  1791,  £646:1;^:  $. 
Receipts  jC47^*  18 :  to,  and  the  expenditure,  in^ 
eluding  poundage,  ^^33  •  <  t  ^  o* 

Balance  in  MichaelmasTerm,  1 79 1 ,  ^^  1 084 :  i :  3^ 
Receipts  in  laid  Term  ^{^256  :  8  :  o.  Expenditure, 
falcludiiig poundage,  £2^:y  :2. 

Balance  in  Hilary  Term,  1791,  ^^1315:  2:1. 
Receipts  in  that  Term,  ^4452 :  18 :  91^  and  expen^ 
diture  during  faid  Term,  including  poundage, 
/217  :  13  :  6,  amounted  to  664: 16 :  ih 

Whereby  a  balance  of  /5C03  : 4 :  9$  exciufive 
of  Government  Securities,  remained  in  the  Trea^ 
furer's  hand.  The  Receiver  General's  ftamp  arrear 
no  longer  incumbers  the  page,  though  there  is  no 
credit  given  for  it,  nor  zny  mfolvency  avowed. 


u 


In  the  year  r792,  a  front  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  feet,  and  upwards,  prefented  itfeif  for  buildhig 
an  hall,  chapel,  and  library,  which  fite  was  then 
Yacant,  part  of  the  Society's  eftate,  and  ranged  in 
front  of  the  Inns-Quay,  adjacent  to  the  New  Goorca 
and  Public  Offices,  with  a  fpacious  rere,  foited  to 
the  importance  or  dignity  of  public  buildings.  Even 

ground 
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gioHnd  could  be  thto  dwaply  acijoired  for  a  fmall 
forrottbding  Iquare.  Thither  the  profeffion  would 
moft  cheerfully  refort^  ^Jad  re-aflviine  the  appearatice 
of  a  corporate  eflablifliment  without  any  power  to 
ezercife  iBtetnal  cormption,  or  perpetuate  the  mlf- 
dMef  by  an  abufe  of  Royal  privileges.  A  pecu«- 
niary  fund  aMb  exifted  fuificieat  to  commeKe  the 
improvement  upon  a  fcale  commenfurate  with  na- 
tional and  ptofefTional  dignky.  But  a  minute  dif- 
cuflion  of  thefe  prtfidples  more  properly  £dU  wichia 
the  cofidudlng  pdtt  of  this  Work« 

.  The  eera  of  Geolrge  ot  Jalnes  ^ouM  not,  it  Soemtf 
cBffer  more  in  legal  tntaims)  ot  ccmfthutional  cuf-« 
toms^  than  in  the  interior  ma&agemi^lt  of  die  Kilig's 
Inns  in  thefe  feyeral  periods. 


linmediately  ccf&imenced  on  <he  revi- 
val m  1607.  Eleven  years  preceded  that  meafiare^ 
from  the  Stlttute  in  1782,  before  a  fimilar  inftitudon 
took  place.  Voluntaty  fubfcriptions  equally  levied 
UpoA  all  the  members,  upheld  the  former  connfix* 
ibn,  and  were  faithfully  applied  to  the  common  oon<> 
Tenience  of  all  pafties,  whilfl:  parliamentary  taza* 
tions  ieconded  ^(Tefiments  in  nK>dern  days,  one  penny 
of  which  was  ikk  paid  by  the  pl^tmers  themfelves^ 
nor  expended  for  the  benefit  of  the  perfous  upon 
whom  it  was  levied.  ' 

Set)i6rs  or  IMgnitaries  under  James  afiumed  difin* 
terefted  trouble,  and  fubmitted  within  the  pale  df 
the  Sddety,  their  rank  and  ftation,  to  an  equality 

with 
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xAth  other  ordinary  members.  On  the  late  revival, 
SL  marked  reparation  formed  a  preliminary  to  unde« 
fined  authority  and  chartered  fervitude. 

In  the  former  period,  unanimity  appeared  to  go« 
rem  the  Society,  and  rival  fa£)ions  did  not  arife  in 
ah  inftitution,  alike  deftitute  df  power  or  wealth. 

In  our  *time  the  evil  fpirit  of  party  influenced 
every  movement,  and  extended  the  allurements  o( 
profit,  wheteby  the  Society  funds  were  eicpended* 
alternately  to  fuftain  and  depreis  hoftile  or  friendly 
connexion.  The  preceding  innovadons  had  no  pre- 
cedent in  former  King's  Inns  practice,  nor  in  the 
legal  eftabliihments  of  other  countries* 

But  the  reader  ihall  not  be  longer  detained  by  a 
comparifon  of  the  fyftems ; — the  obfervations  arofe 
from  the  flrong  diffimilitude  of  finance  which  graced 
each  revival,  and  has  therefore  been  conceived  wor- 
thy of  the  reader's  attention,  it  may  alfo  help  to  re- 
gulate his  judgnient  as  to  future  difcuilions.  I  have,  to 
borrow  the  word^  of  old  mafter  Littleton,  given  hint 
a  tafte  in  the  preceding  extracts,  to  provoke  an  appe- 
tite for  the  fuller  repaft  which  fhall  be  prepared  to 
iadsfy  his  curiofity  in  the  courfe  of  this  Hiftory. 

From  obvious  caufes  the  inftltution  increafed  in 
political  confequence,  and  gave  added  luftre  to  its 
Members  in  the  fcale  of  Society,  therefore  every 
perfon  whofe  rank  or  fituation  entitled  them  to  the 
diftinftion,  folicited  admiflion  into  the  King's  Inns. 

The 
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The  Iriih  Chancellor,  Dr-  Jones,  Archbifliop  of 
Dublin,  became  a  member  on  the  twenty^fifth  day 
of  February,'  1609 — lo,  and  dignified  his  approach 
by  the  introdufHon  of  a  more  iliuftrious  churchman^ 
James  Uiher^  afterwards  Archbiihop  of  Armagh. 
The  Society  alfo  fhewed  fiiitable  difcemment  and 
integrity  by  appointing  Ulher  to  be  their  Chaplain 
or  Preacher.  With  the  Chancellor,  Dr.'  Adam 
Loftus^  then  a  Privy  Counfellor,  and .  Mailer  in 
Chancery,  was  admitted : — he  was  an  able  and  emi- 
nent m^n^  who  attained  the  rank  of  peerage,  and 
held  the  Great  Seal  with  dignified  firmnefs,  and  dif- 
tingui/hed  legal  ikilK 

There  is  an  heartfelt  pleafure  in  recording  honed 
deeds,  or  public  fpirited  perfbns^  which  indulgence 
forois  feme  atonement  to  a  Writer's  feelings  for  the 
awfiil  neceffity  whereby  he  is  bound  by  hiftoric  duty 
or  patriotifm  to  expbfe  the  evil  motives  and  corrupt 
practices  of  others,  who  abufe  profeifional  rank  and 
official  ftation,  to  the  oppreffion  of  cptemporaiies, 
and  the  lafting  injury  of  their  country. 

The  Society  moved  in  progreffive  dignity,  and  on 
the  firfl  of  May,  1610,  Donough,  Earl  of  Tho* 
mend,  folicited  an  admiipon,  and  gave  an  hogfhead 
of  wine  to  the  houfe.  On  the  fame  day^  Lord  But- 
ler of  Tuilow  Phelim,  (foh-in-law  and  heir  to  Lord 
Treafurer  Orniond)  became  a  Member.  cThis 
young  Nobleman,  with  a  fpirit  fuited  to  his  age,  be* 
(lowed  two  hogiheads  of  wine.  Other  refpe£table 
perfons  courted  the  connexion,  and  attained  it  with 

H  more 
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more  frugality  ^  fttch  as  Sir  Henry  Harrington,  and 
Sir  Geraki  Moore,  of  Meliefont,    On  the  twen- 

» 

deth  of  June,  in  the  fame  year,  Maurice^  Lord  Vif- 
eount  Roche  and  Fermoy,  and  Sir  Richard  Mori- 
fon.  Vice  Prefident  o£  Munfter^  became  Mem-' 
bers. 

Ih  the  £une  grotipe  We  find  Sir  Richard  Boyle, 
afterwards .  the.  great  Earl  of  Cork,  who  was  not 
preventsd  by  an  acquiring  difpofition  from  prefent* 
ing:to  t^  houfea  fiiver  cup. 

On  the  twenty-feventh  of  January,  1611— 12, 
an  iiluftrious  Prelate,  Dr.  George  Montgomery, 
Biifaop  of  Meath  and  Clogher,  became  a  Fellow  of 
this  houfe,  and  with  his  accuftomed  libd^ality  of  cha* 
ra&er,  beflowed  a  fiiver  cup.  Anxiouis  as  I  muft 
ever  be  to  exhibit^  !n  a  prominent  point  of  view^  the 
proper  condu£fc  of  our  legal  Society,  k  is  an  eafy 
and  natural  prefumption  to  believe;  that  the  known 
public  ipirit  and  clerical  merit  of  Montgomery  at^ 
trailed  the  attention  of  fuch  a  wife  and  learned  bo- 
dy, who  therefbre  paid  him  this  merited  compli- 
ment, which,  except  in  that  point  of  view,  could 
not  be  a  fubjef):  of  attention,  much  lefs  folicitation^ 
to  the  modeft  and  unaffnming  churchman. 

• 

I  ihaH  cloie  this  lift  of  Members  allied  to  the  So- 
ciety, not  by  profeffional  purfuit,  but  honorary  or 
interefted  admiifion  by  a  Member  of  our  bin,  whom 
ibe  Pai^ent  Societies  in  England  cannot  rivaL 

•  Roger 


lipger  Boyle,  Efq.  fon  and  heir  apparent  of 
Richard  Boyle,  Knt*  is  admitted  into  the  Society 
on  the  lath  of  June,  1612,  and  his  fine  was  re- 
mitted by  unanimous  confent/  This  boy  was  born 
in  the  year  1606,  and  died  in  16 15.  He  bad  a  brc« 
ther  of  the  fame  name,  born  in  1620,  who  is  well 
known  as  a  claiHcal,  courageous,  and  politic  cha- 
rader,  under  the  titles  of  Broghill  and  Orrery.  Well 
might  the  King's  Inns  Society  merit  excufe  £Dr  an 
harmlefs  variance  from  the  Engliih  legal  fyilem, 
when  an  Irifh  Cabinet  and  Chancellor  fo  farabufed 
official  duty  as  to  call  to  the  rank  of  peerage  two 
minor  fons  of  this  favoured  Courtier*— the  preceding 
mkdis  of  England  did  not  produce  a  fimilar  prece- 
dent, nor  has  the  illegal  indulgence  been  folicited 
or  fandioned  by  our  prefent  amiable  Monarch  in 
favour  of  thofe*  diftingui/hed  children  of  the  State, 
his  accompliflied  Tons.  His  Majefty  has  thus  far  imitat- 
ed the  great  hero  of  CreflTy  j  for  in  Coiton's  Abridg- 
ment, p.  94,  we  find  that  Edward  III.  declared  to  Parli- 
ament, by  his  Chancellor,  an  intent  to  create  fuch  of 
his  fons  as  were  of  full  age  to  the  rank  of  peerage* 
la  fo  folemn  a  manner  did  the  conqueror  of  France 
recognife  the  rules  and  principles  of  Englifh  Law. 
An  enterprifing  colonial  adventurer,  however,  un- 
hefitatingly  obtained  from  the  coUufive  corruption 
of  Irilh  Government,  patents  and  privileges,  dif- 
claimed  by  Kings,  and  equally  fubverfive  of  com- 
mon fenfe  or  eftablilhed  freedom,  but  which  fpring. 
ing  from  trifling  motives,  and  confined  to  narrow 
circles,  extended  in  the  end  to  national  Councils,  and 
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turned  the  found  maxims  of  Irifh  Law  into^  worm- 
wood and  rapine. 

> 
Even  this  King's  Inns  precedent  probably  led  to 

the  fubfequent  peerages,  though  that  compliment 
was  merely  intended  to  confer  legal  rank,  and  con- 
fine its  cfFefts  to  a  new  created,  voluntary  inftitu- 
tion :  for  the  wife  and  prudent  father  forefaw  that 
^Law  was  likely  to  fuperfede  military  habits  in  this 
country :  in  fach  cafe,  its  profeffors  muft  affume  a 
correfpondent  rank,  and  as  Aniienty  was  more^ufeful 
in  the  legal  line  than  in  any  other  purfuit.  Young 
Roger  would,  before  manhood,  attain  that  ufeful 
fituation,  and  thus  far  jefemble  the  Dtike  of  York, 
who  has  been  for  many  years  the  fenior  prelate  of  Eu- 
rope, at  leaft  fince  the  death  of  that  expatriated  Stu- 
art, who  afliimed  a  fimilar  title^    • 

The  peaceful  and  inglorious  reign  of  James  may 
be  fully  explained  in  the  legal  Hiftory  of  either 
iflandp  Its  leading  feature  and  principal  vice  lay  in 
an  unbecoming  apprehenfion  of  Parliament,  and 
unfuccJfsful  attempts  to  miflead  or  controul  that 
conftitutional  organ  of  national  vnW ; — ^Ireland  af- 
forded a  fair  field  for  this  difgracefol  enterprifc,  and 
every  effort  of  the  Cabinet  was  dire^d  to  that  end. 

The  regular  reprefentation  of  the  country  was 
not  i^elied  upon,  though  the  late  grants  of  the  Crovn 
were  fo  enormous  as  to  jntereft  a  great  portion  of 
the  landed  proprietors  in  fupport  of  prerogative, 

whicb 
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^ich  .was  stifo  direded  to  render ^e  remaining  te- 
nure of  eftates  fervile  and  iixfecure. 

Religious  phrenfy  was  likewife  made  .ufe^of  to  up- 
hold courtly  humour.  Law  was  to  be  alternately 
relaxed  or  enforced,  as  thefe  hoftile  parties  exhibited 
rival  fymptoms  of  compIaUauce  and  fubmif&on.  In 
this  manner  a  fmothered  flame  was  formed  in  each 
kingdom.,  which  rip.ened  during  the  reign  of  James, 
but  \j\azed  with  unequal,  yet  unabated  fury,  to 
fcorch  or  confume  his  unfortunate  fucceflTors.  By 
political  prefumption,  repugnant  to  Englifh  Law  or 
national  habits,  Filmer  and  James  contributed  more 
to  the  teyolution  l;h^  Hamden  or  Sidney. 

This  Monarch  did  .not  combine  the  Study  of  men 
with  books,  and  therefore  failed  in  •the  mo/l  effential 
quality  of  ^  ftatefman.  X^e. timidity  of  his  temper 
alfo  urged  Wm  to  aft  from  momentary  iqipulfe,  and 
not  dired  his  judgment  to  remote  political  projefts, 
Had  not  this  been  the  cafe,  he  would  not,  for  the 
trifling  fervice  of  one  Parliament,  create  fprxy  neiw 
boroughs,  and  enable  fannilies^  as  by  h^r^dita,ry  fuc- 
ceflion,  to  ufurp  reprefentative  fituations^  and  .thus 
form  an  interefted  phalanx,  equally  dangerous  to 
the  Crown,  as  the  Nation.  Selfifb  colirtiers  al^ne 
received  a  real  benefrr  and  Sx,ed  jnh^itance,  whilft 
the  Roy^l  cbarafter  was  difgraced  by  employing  le- 
gal forms  to  fuby.ert  the  CqnfUtution. 

A  corrupt  domeftic  povernment  excrcife;^  "cor- 

refpondent  malpradlice,   and  permitted  px  encou- 
raged 
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raged  returning  Officers  to  violate  their  truft  in  the 
moft  bare-faced  manner,  Irifli  Lawyers  were,  how- 
ever, too  fpirited  and  learned  to  yield  to  fuch  innor 
vation :  by  their  exertions  the  natioii  was  roufed  to 
•a  fenfe  of  its  legal  rights,  and  James  found,  in  the 
firmnefs  and  zele  of  deputed  members,  a  fpirit  not 
inferior  to  the  ftate  puritans  of  England%  That  weak 
Prince  had  alfo  the  mortification  to  feel  that  this 
new  acceilion  fprung  from  his  own  partiality  and 
mifmanagement. 

It  is  unneceflary  minutely  to  ^enquire  how  far  the 
feveral  returns  were  legal,  but  as  there  appear  many 
authenticated  complaints  of  arbitrary  afts,  and 
courtly  praftices,  a  concife  and  general  review  or 
commentary  cannot  be  entirely  ufelefs  or  ill-fiiited 
to  an  account  of  the  Irifli  legal  body }  beCdes,  it 
may  contribute  to  the  main  objedt  of  my  defign, 
which  is,  to  exalt  and  ftrengthen  the  charafter  of 
cxifting  monarchy,  parliamentary  reprefentation, 
and  judicial  praflice,  by  the  contrail  which  each  ex* 
hibits  to  the  enormous  abufes  committed  in  former 
periods,  or  even  under  the  peaceful  and  inglorious 
reign  of  J?ime§»  * 

Members  elefted  by  pretended  Corporations ;  re- 
turning Officers  exercifing  fimilar  partiality  in  favour 
of  themfelves,  or  difpenfing  injuftice  at  their  elec- 
tion Courts,  formed  a  mafs  of  complaint,  highly 
intituled  to  parliamentary  enquiry.  Such  difcufSon 
was,  however,  counteracted  by  courtly  influence, 
and  referred  by  James  to  a  motley  Commiflion, 

compofed 
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comfcfkd  of  the  Deputy »  an  Jiiih  Chief  Judge>  and 
three  Englifh  Courtiers. 

The  bufinefs  was  coiuiu6led  and  conchided  as 
may  be  expefted  ^-om  this  preparatory  ftep«  Meny^ 
hers  for  the  New  Corporations  were  confirmed  in 
their  feats,  not  merely  from  an  error  in  judgment^ 
but  in  dired  oppofition  to  the  refohition  of  EngUfh 
Judges,  as  reported  by  Coke  in  the  Pungannon 
cafe,  for  James  promptly  .confulted  that  {age  bodf 
to  knOify  Cabinet  meafures^  and  yet  deviated  from 
diefr  decifion  at  the  fuggeftion  of  prejudice  or  felf- 
btereft.  This  temporary  turn  fucceeded^  and  ille* 
gal  rq)reie9tatives  profaned  the  Temple  of  Legi£^ 
latioiv 

The  Kmg  then  teemed  wilting  to  cancel  thefe 
newfangled  Corporations,  which  he  admitted,  re- 
femUed  by  their  poverty  or  want  of  population,  the 
ancient  ruined  towns  of  Ireland. '  Even  Dungannon, 
the  Deputy^ s  property,  contained  in  161 9,  but  nine 
ftone,  imd  fix  timber  houfes  built,  and  fix  (lone  and 
fix  timber  houfes  ready  to  be  roofed.  When  fuch 
vas  the  ftatc  of  a  borough  town,  favoured  by*  Vice 
Regal  patronage  and  refidence,  the  reader  will  eafily 
perceive  the  profperous  pofidon  of  rival  or  (ur«> 
rounding  communities. 

Legal  mifchiefs,  however,  rife  from  trifiii^  vari- 
ations, but  are  extended  by  felfiih  malignity  to  col- 
lateral purpofes,  and  thereby  difpenfe  incalculable 
mifchief  to  remotely  pofterity.     Little  did  James 

forefee 
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foTt&c  that  Jie  created  a  weight  of  corporate  cor- 
ruption, equally  hoftile  to  Royal  prerogative,  or 
popular  rights,  and  which  malady  continuing  for 
ages,  has  been  in  our  time  coniidered  a  grievance 
not  demanding  fuppreffion,  but  entituled  to  perpe- 
tuity or  purohafe.  It  may  well  be  imagined,  that 
Sheriffs,  or  fimilar  corporate  minifters,  returning 
themfelves,  exhibited  fuch  a  contradiftion  to  com- 
mon fenfe,  and  common  law,  as  to  meet  general 
apptbbation  in  an  immediate  abolition  of  the  fmgu- 
lar  prefumption.  Cabinet  pride,  however,  fup- 
ported  the  glaring  wrong,  and  Doftor,  afterward 
Sir  William  Temple,  (though  Provoft,  and  as  fuch, 
returning  Officer)  gravely  returned  himfelf  and 
another  Civilian  for  the  Univerfity  of  Dublin,  in 
the  year  1613.  The  fyftem  of  voting,  authorifed, 
or  at  leaft  praftifed,  alfo  varied  from  the  principle 
eftablifhed  either  at  Oxford  or  Cambridge,  whereby 
that  incorrupt  feminary,  by  the  youth  or  paucity  of 
fuch  voters,  has  been  periodically  fubjeft  to  party 
difturbance,  and  improper  internal  influence  among 
its  reiidetit  members* 

The  glorious  aera  of  Elifabeth  afforded,  for  the 
preceding  abufes,  an  appropriate  precedent,  inti- 
tuled to  immediate  adoption. — ^For  Sir  Henry  Syd- 
ney correfted  fimilar  grievances  without  any  refe- 
rence to  an  Englifh  Cabinet,  or  his  enlightened  So- 
vereign- But  James  and  his  Adminiftration  ex- 
ceeded Elifabeth  br  her  advifers  as  much  in  perfo- 
nal  obftinacy,  as  they  receded  from  the  great  ori- 
ginal in  political  wifdpm.  Where  fuch  glaring  vari- 
ations 
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adons  from  Englifli  eftabliihed  Law  were  upheld  by 
the  htmd  of  power,  it  requires  neither  h&  nor  it- 
luftntioQ  to  prefume,  that  retisming  Officers  ezer- 
cifed  a  wild  riot  of  corrupt  difcretion,  according  to 
the  dictates  of  Vice  Regal  influence  or  party  prin- 
ciples.   By  the  preceding  pradices  the  Houfe  of 
Com*noBs  fwarmed  with  hackneyed  coujtiers  or 
hungry  expeSants. 

An  e&teniive  expeded  attainder  afforded  anxious 
fpecuhtioiiy  with  an  ample  premium  for  adrve  fervi- 
lity,  whilft  threatened  religious  perfecution  prefenteda 
further  profpeft  for  growing  difloyalty.  The  nation^ 
however,  felt  a  fecurity  from  the  latter  unchriftian 
fyftem,  by  Jameses  timidity,  which  direft^  him  ra- 
ther to  rely  upon  Elifabeth's  Statutes,  than  difturb 
the  mafs  of  lower  claflfes  by  progreffive  feverity  or 
reflraint.     Scholaftic  vanity  alfo  feconded  this  natu- 
ral difpofition.     That  prefumptuous  pedant  afliimed 
the  novel,  but  difficult  taflc,  of  converting  obftinate 
religionifts,  and  confounding  Papal  fupremacy  by 
literary  efforts.    Bellarmine  or  Suarez  were,  how- 
ever, held  in  no  greater  deteftation  than  Vorftius  or 
Calvin,  and  Popery  was  no  further  abhorred  by 
James,  than  as  it  claimed  fuperiority  over  his  abfo» 
lute  Regal  dominion. 

Fortunately  the  fupreme  Pontiff*  did  not  tempo- 
rife  ;  otherwife  the  true  fpirit  *  of  reformed  religion 
would  be  moulded  by  James's  complaifance  into  a 
dofe  refemblance  with  the  Roman  CathoHc  fyftem. 

Royal 
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Royftl  grants  formed  a  more  interefting  fubjeck 
to  GOtemporaries^  though  the  prefent  age  is  no  fur* 
ther  engaged  in  ibfi  difcu.ffion9  or  the  rights  ojp  ftrug- 
gling  parties,  than  as  the  meafure  tendol  to  meHor 
rate  or  improve  xiationaj  profperity. 

.  Whatever  may  be  the  motives  of  individuals  at  that 
period,  private  wealth,  political  ilrength,  and  perr 
fonal  peace,  fprung  from  that  rich  fource.  A  fpe- 
cies  of  feudal  fyftem,  equally  hoftile  to  national 
dignity  or  liberty,  has  infenfibly  been  mouIde4 
through  Ireland,  into  a  complete  fimilitude  witl^ 
£ngliih  property,  and  muft  progreflively  ;mprove  if 
Law  receives  in  this  country  a  profellipnal  interpre- 
tation, equally  corred,  and  from  other  clafles  of 
people  a  cordial  and  animated  fupport. 

The  refiftance  of  Parliaments  under  the  Stuart^ 
principally  fprung  from  exading  unlimited  obedi« 
ei\ce,  inftead  of  permitting  internal  factions  to 
weaken  each  other  by  rival  attacks,  and  thus  oblige 
them  to  apply  for  occafion^l  fupport  to  the  courtly 
balance,  ^ut  a  ftrid  obfervance  of  legal  forms, 
iand  obedience  thereto,  ihould  be  the  condition  at 
leaft  of  governmental  favouritifnu 

Whereas  the  general  habit  was  to  abfolve  the  mi- 
nions of  a  Viceroy  from  fuch  an  unpleafant  reflraint, 
forgetful,  that  oppofition  became  proportionably 
.violent,  and  feemed  juftifiable  in  its  warmeft  cxcefs, 
whilil  upholding  ciyil  and  religious  freedom  from 

finking 
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finking  beneath  the  preflure  of  corruptiofl  or.  ty« 
ranny.  < 

Under  the  influence  of  fuch  principles  or  prgu« 
dices^  James  found  th^t  in  defpite  of  all  previou$ 
management,  there  was  a  very  clofe  conteft  for  the 
fituarion  of  Speaker. 

Tlie  rival  candidates  muft  appear  equally  remark* 
Bble  to  impartial  pofterity.  Sir  John  Everard  wa$ 
an  Jri/bman  of  ancient  EngUth  defcent,  extenfive 
landed  eftate,  and  vrho  had  held  a  judicial  office 
with  integrity  and  talent.  Sir  John  Davis  was  an 
Engh'fhman,  of  lively  genius  and  univerfal  know- 
lege,  but  unknown  in  this  country  beyond  the  circle 
of  the  Caftle  or  Four  Courts,  and  a  legal  adventurer, 
whofe  property  confifted  of  abbey  grants,  or  a  por- 
tion of  confifcated  lands. 

Thus,  Fellows  of  the  King's  Inns  took  a  lead  in 
parliamentary  movements,  as  did  other  members  of 
the  legal  profeffion  through  all  the  fubfequent  de- 
bates. If  the  Court  determined  to  uphold  their  fa- 
votirite  by  weight  of  prerogative,  or  the  admiffion 
of  improper  votes,  oppofition  feemed  to  forget,  by 
a  premature  aft  of  feceflion,  the  parliamentary  ob- 
jeftion  which  lay  to  the  admiffion  of  an  Attorney  Ge- 
neral, at  that  time,  as  a  private  Member;  for  iii  16149 
it  vr2s  refolved  in  England,  that  the  Attorney  fhall 
in  that  Parliament  remain,  but  no  fuch'  Member  to 
ftrve  as  a  Member  after.  In  Ireland  the  preceding 
indulgent  pradlice  had  never  been  adopted  by  any 

Parliament ; 
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Parliaqitot ;  and  Sir  Lucas  Dillon,  an  In0i  Attor* 
ney  General,  did  not  fit  in  Sydney's  time,  but  at- 
tended as  an  afliftant  to  the  Upper  Houfe,  and  when 
called  upon  as  an  advifer  to  the  Commons. 

'  An  a}^)eal  W2^s  made  to  the  King,  who  precipi- 
tately' and  obftinately  adhered  to  Minifters,  though 
his  affefled  enquiry  favours  of  a  doubt  as  to  th& 
greater  number  of  voters.  His  fecond  reference  is 
chara£teriflJc  of  James.  An  examination  was  to  be 
had,  whether  any,  and  how  many,  of  Everard's 
voters  fpoke  no  Englifh,  or  underftood  the  Bible. 
Had  Neifon  lived  under  fuch  a  Mpnarch,  the  Sound 

« 

or  the  Nile  would  npt  recommend  him  to  employ- 
ment more  certainly,  than  a  mixed  portion  of  courts 
)y  ajxd  fcholaflic  cr^t. 

The  preceding  ftruggle  involved ,  Courts  and  Se- 
nates ;  it  alfo  exhibits  the  firft  authentic  record  of 
King's  Inns  fervility  and  corruption.  A  copy  of 
this  Angular  and  degrading  document  is  therefore 
fubmitted  to  the  reader  with  becoming  accuracy  : 

*^  A  Council  holden  in  the  King's  Innes  the  1 9th 
of  November,  in  the  year  116 14,  in  the  year  of  the 
reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  James,  &c.  concern- 
ing a  Letter  received  from  the  Right  Honourablp 
the  Lord  Deputy,  the  copy  whereof  enfueth : — 

*^  To^y  honourable  fnehds,  the  Lords  Chief 
Juftices  of  the  King's  Bench  and  Common  Pleas, 
tlxe  Lord  Chief  Baron  of  the  Exchequer,  Mafter  of 

the 
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rhe  Rolls,  and  the  reft  of  the  Members  oT  bi^  Ma- 
jefty's  Inne  of  Court, 

**  After  my  verye  heartye  commendation  unto 
your  Lordfhips,  &c.  Whereas  Sir  John  Everard  has 
been  heretofore  required  ioforbeare  the  Commons  and 
Afficiation  of  the  Houfe^  which  from  the  firft  eredion 
thereof  he  has  enjoyed,  untill  it  was  of  late  tyme 
that  he  fell  into  fome  diflike  ivith  his  Majejly  and  this 
State,  and  as  much  as  we  have  again  heard  a  very^ 
good  and  conftant  report  of  his  /ate  demeanour  in  this 
frefent  Parliament,   and  that  toward  his  Majejifs 
Service,  and  fuch  like  obje^s,  he  doth  regaine  unto 
himfeif  an  opinion  of  much  fincerity  and  ablenef^ 
to  ferve.     Thefe  are  therefore  in  confideration  there- 
of,  to  fraie  and  require  you  to  accept  of  him  again 
trdo  Commons  amongft  you^  and  not  only  fo,  but  al- 
fo  when  you  have  fit  occafion  and  means,  iofurnijh 
him  with  a  convenient  lodging  within  the  fame,  accord- 
ing to  his  worth  and  the  good  abeiring  he  hath  given  of 
himfeif  in  every  thing,  faving  his  opinion  in  fome  mat- 
iers  of  Religion.     But  with  this  refcrvation,  that  this 
favour  extended  towards  him  fliafl  be  no  precedent 
for  others  to  expeft  and  labour  for  the  like  without 
the  like  merit  and  approbation.     So  not  doubting  of 
your  kind  refped  in  this,  I  bid  you  heartely  fare- 
well, and  reft  your  Lordihip's,  &c. 

Very  aflured  Friend, 

ARTHUR  CHICHESTER." 


We 
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We  have  thought  fit  upon  confideration  of  this 
Letter,  in  defire  of  obfervance  of  the  fame,  to  r&* 
ceive  the  fame  gentleman  w^hin  written,  with  all 
graces  intended  to  him  by  the  fame  Letter, 

JOHN  DENHAM,  isfc. 

Such  was  the  j^atronage  extended  to  the  legal  pro* 
feflion  by  the,,  fapient  Cabinet  of  Ireland,  and  the 
concealed  objed  of  the  Deputy^s  interference  on  its 
revivaL  Sir  Edward  Coke  frequently  iiluftratea 
Xnglifh  Law^  by  a  commentary  on  ancient,  obfcure, 
and  reprehenfible  records.  The  impartial  or  enlight- 
ened reader  will  excufe  me,  if,  in  humble  imitation  of 
oyr  great  mafter,  I  endeavour  to  give  the  foregoing 
King's  Inns  £xtra£t>  or  State  Paper,  an  explanation 
ox  comment. 

Even  the  Deputy  recognifes  an  equal  and  general 
right  in  all  the  Members, .  the  modern  erection  of 
this  voluntary  Aflbciation,  and  confines  the  extent 
of  its  mean  and  malignant  abufe,  not  to  a  preven* 
tion  from  pradice,  but  to  expulfion  from  Commons, 
and  a  re-entry  upon  chambers  held  by  no  legal  title. 
What  man  of  honefty  or  fpirit  would  not  feel  him- 
felf  honored  by  a  feparation  from  fuch  impotent 
tyrants  and  fubmifiive  flaves  i 

We  cannot  trace  in  what  manner  the  meafure  was 

« 

moved,  or  the  majority  which  carried  it,  nor  enjoy 
the  itill  greater  gratification  of  recording  thofe  illuf- 

trious 
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trious  names,  *wiio  probably  oppded  tbe  original  bafe 

Amid  the  party  zele  of  Engliih  fadions,  no  fimifar 
a£l  has  flained  their  legal  body.  I  therefore  humbly 
recommend,  that  the  Irifh  Sttident  may  form  himfelf 
to  profeffional  habits,  extenfive  learning,  and  con- 
ititutional  integrity,  by  a  fteady  peruial  of  Englift 
diftory.  Records,  and  Law  Bjpoks.  When  forti-* 
fied  by  that  profoimd  refearch  to  a  jaft  abhorrence 
oi  exerding  tyranny,  or  fobmitting  to  ferritude, 
it  will  not  be  time  miftpcnt  to  fcrutiniie  with  eagle 
eye,  the  fanciful  variations  and  prai6tical  corruptions 
of  Ifibemian  growth.  This  happy  -union  may  ena? 
Ue  him  with  energy  and  effefl  to  purify  the  fyftcm 
in  Ins  native  country,  and  thereby  extend  unfhaken 
loyalty  lin^  well  r^ulated^  freedom  through  the 
fealm^ 

The  terrors  of  the  Council  Table  and  Caftle 
Chamber  refcue  Sir  John  Everard  from  imputed 
meannefs  in  accepting  the  proffered  terms  ;  for  as 
human  conduct  mud  be  ever  meafured  by  the  fitu- 
ation  of  fociety,  he  would  not  have  even  the  fupport 
of  pubUc  ofHnion  to  confecrate  perfonal  fufferings. 

But  as  afts  of  tyranny  at  all  times  merit  detefta-  . 
don  in  an  empire  of  freemen,  fo  the  guilty  inftru-^ 
nients  fhould  not  be  protefted  by  the  hypocrify  of  a 
monkifh  aphor^  :  it  is  the  opinion  of  a  great  and 
virtuous  Author, 
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•*  Thit  if  It  were  poflible  to  cat  tyrants  out  of 
all  hiftory,  and  to  extinguifli  their  very  names,  it 
ought  to  be  done ;  but.fmce  they  have  left  wounds 
too  deep  to  be  evef  clofed  without  a  fear,  at  leaft, 
let  us  fet  fuck  a  mark  upon  their  memory,  that  men 
of  the  fame  wicked  inclinations  may  be  no  lefs  af«- 
fiighted  with  lading  ignominy,  than  entijced  by  mo- 
mentary glory." 

In  correfpoiidence  here^th,  !  mean  to  exercife  a 
few  obfervadons :— *Sir  Arthur  Chichefter  pofleffed 
power  fufficient  to  crufh  moft  men  under  legal 
forms.  A  confirmed  inferiority  of  early  ^ucation^ 
prevented  that  ezerdfe  of  the  underftanding,  which 
gives  to  a  ftatefman  the  hiftoric  ftrength  of.  ages,  or 
toperfonal  intercourfe>  poliflied  mildnefs  of  man- 
ners. This  perfefUon  was  wanting  to  hia  military 
charaSer— *in  that  line  he  never  attained,  even  ia 
his  own  age,  the  fame  of  a  confummate  commander. 
However,  Fortune  favoured,  in  a  fmgular  manner, 
his  promotion.  The  progr^ve  fuccefli^  of  heroes 
and  politicians  for  half  a  century,  contributed  to 
give  him  the  Ration  of  Viceroy.  The  period  alfo 
gave  to  his  perfonal  dominion,  impregnable  ftrength, 
and  expofed  his  vanity  to  extravagant  flattery. 

Many  adventurers  owed  an  encreafed  patrimony 
to  this  feduftive  art,  and  gave  it  a  dire^ion  until 
that  time  unknown.  Goffipred  and  Fqfterage  formed 
a  link  of  union  fo  remarkable,  among  the  ancient  in- 
habitants of  Ireland,  as^  to  baffle  the  boafted  faga- 
city  of  hiftorians  :  it  reached  beyond  the  records  of 

literature. 
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litefatiire^  and  msky  be  ranked  amoiig  the  lingular 
caAoms  of  mankimU  Thu8>  that  practice  /an^'« 
ficd  by  our  Britifli  aoceftors^  of  ten^  tnen  and  ten 
ivoraen  feparately  married^  yet  living  together  in 
rival  harmony^  and  rearing  children  in  common^ 
or  that  gtowth  of  artificial  feeling  which  influenced 
Iheir  German  cotemporaries  to  love  nephews  more 
:u'dently  than  children^  might  puzzle  fpeculation^ 
uMd  wanrant  Iccpticifm,  were  not  the  h&s  authen* 
ticatod  byfage  and  uncontradided  HifloriansA 

In  like  manner^  it  xtoas  much  eafier  to  fed,  thd 

mibcial  vice  of  golEpred  and  £o{ter^e,  than  to  at 

oertain  itg  origin  or  caufe.     Such  lingular  attadv 

nacai  cet tainly  merited  iiational  difcountenance^  and 

juftly  attA^led  legiSative  extindioa.     But  a  foftened 

iniiation  o£  the  reprobaited  principle  foon  met  the 

public  eye,  and  is  juftty  referred  to  the  trnie  of  Sii" 

Arthur  Chtcbejier.     Many  perfons  connected  with 

him  fay  frioMUhip,  common  interefl;,    or  domeflid 

fervitudcy  gave  the  whde  of  his  powerful  name  to 

children  at  baptifm,  and  looked  for  protedion,  or 

patronage,  from  thi^  empty  fource.— The  craft  has 

crept  through  modern  times,  and  at  this  moment 

diftingui&es  Ireland   from  the    other    nations   of 

Europe.    A  fucceifion  of  ages  will  thus  afford  2I 

new  ftibjeft  for  heraldic  ffcill,  Hot  in  ascertaining  the  . 

defcem  of  diftingui(hc:d  men,  but  in  feparatir.g  au« 

thentic  lineage  from  impudent  impoilure* 

The  judicial  and  parliamentary  l^'Iiory  of  Ire- 
laiul  fiatms  a  merit  iaterefting  lubjeA  to  natives  or 

I  iforeigners^ 
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foreigners,  yet  neither  has  been  hitfaetto  fufScieritly 
Turveyed  by  legal  and  conftitudfonal  flull,  or  calnCi 
and  dignified  integrity,    whilft^  immoral '  fedarifm 
and  petty  war&re  occupy  fo  large  a  portion  of  out 
degraded  annak.     !  fhall  not  dwefl  on  either  in  a 
more  copious  manner  than  feems  adapted  to  a  pra« 
greflive  flluftration  of  the  King's  Inns  Society,  and 
the  legal  body  at  different  periods:  of  time. »  The 
ftibjefi  is  extremely  feducing,  and  vould  be  hmfe- 
rially  conducive  to  the  permanent  (trength'iand  coi^ 
nexion  of  both  iilands*    The  detail  muft  alfo  exalt 
the  Conftitution  of  out  em^ite,  by  fhe\;nng,  that 
in  a  full  obedience  to  our  legal  code,  like  the  !1^ 
vine  vall,   conlifts  perfect  freedom.      This  feeble 
Iketch  may,  however,  be  the  preturfir  of  ai  more 
perfed'work,  for  though  a  want  of  health,  leifure, 
or  talent8,*deters  me  from  fo  weighty  a  purfuit,  I  an- 
ticipate  the  hope,  that  Providence 

• 

••  To  filch  bright  ta(k  may  an  Irifli  Lawyer  raifcr- 
•«  With  powers  rurpafling  even  a  Livy's  praife, 
*'  Through  that  wide  field  his  fteady  fteps  infpire^ 
**  And  roaice  Truth's  radiknc  lampr  hn  leading  fircr 
**  Guide  tts  keen  eye,  and  comprehenfive  foul, 
"  To  mark  each  meaner  part,  yet  gralp  the  whole ; 
'<  WhHft  freedom's  fignet  ftamps  the*  manly  page»> 
♦«  And  glory  guards  the  Work  from  age  to  age. 
**  Thus,  Iriih  youths  from  that  rich  fource  may  draw 
«^  Senfe  of  their  Rights,  and  Paflion  for  the  Law ; 
•*  Wifdom  that  loves,  and  Virtue  that  aipires 
**  To  reach  that  honor  which  adom'd  their  fires.^ 

Meantime  the  reader  will  permit  me  to  bean  hdm-, 
ble  pioneer  to  Genius,  and  authenticate  ihe  legal 
tiiftory  of  Ireland  by  accurate  quotation* 

One 
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'  One  thltef lal  circutnftance  occtirs  from  a-'com^k 

r 

^arifon  of   the  Journals  of  Parlmment  ^ith  the 
Kind's  Inns  Entries  \ — many  Lawyers,  marked  by' 
official  ftation,  ot  deftitute  of  ir,  teere  either  never 
Felbivs  of  thdt  voltlHtary  Aflbciatiori,    or  entered 
therein  at  different  periods  $  though  they  exercifed 
profeffional,  and  evdh  judicial  ftatioti^  in  the  inter- 
vening titnei     Hi^nty  Gofnoldy  fecond  Juftice  in  the 
Prefidcncy  Court  of  Mutifter,    and  Member  fof 
Cloghbakiltyj    Thomas  Hibbots,    Recotdei-,    aiid 
Member  for  Carrickfergus,  who  was  afterwards  at 
Knight,  and  even  Chancellor  of  the  Iriih  Ex^he^ 
quer^  Andrelv  Barret,  afterwards  created  a  Baro- 
net, a  man  of  .  mbft-  kndent  Englifli  lineage,  tod 
Repre&ntative  for  that  opulent  and  exterifive  dif^ 
trift,  th^  County  of   Cork;    George  Cary,   Re* 
cordcr  of  Derry,   though  his  colleague,   Thomas 
Crewe,  was  entered  in  the  King's  Inns ;  Domyan 
Peck^  Member  for  Tuam,  and  Attorney  General 
for  the  Province   of   Connanghtj    John  Sutton^ 
Meiiibcr  for  the  Coiinty  of  Kildare^  and  colleague 
with  William  Talbot  of  Cartown ;  James  Galway^ 
Member  for  the  City  of  limexick,.  though  a  Mn 
Geoffry  Galway  from  the  fame  place  is  an  original 
voluntary  Member  on  the  revival  in  1 607* 

-  The  preceding  gehtlemea  wdre  nearer  on  the  Rolk 
ot  the  King's  Inns.  The  following  appear  Members 
of  that  Society  years  after  they  fat  in  Farliament^ 
and  were  avowed  as  Barrifters  by  indubitable  evi-» 
dence:  Thomas  Crooke^  Member  for  Baltimore, 
afterwards  a  Baronet^  and  entered  on  the  King's 

1 2  Inns, 
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Iim^^  even  his  fen  became  a  Member  the  fucceed^ 
iog  year  i  William  Crofton,  Member  for  Doi^^gall, 
ai^  othfirs  in  fiihieqiient  Parliaments.^ 

This  Comparilbn  of  the  Journals  vnlli  the  l^acfc 
9ooky  confirms  me  in  an  opinion,  that  at  that  pc^ 
1^4  ^  praAifmg  Barri(ler  or  Attorney,  and  a  Mein* 
ber  of  the  King's  inns,  were  not  fynonymous,  thougk 
i(  is  obvious,  how  eager  perfons  mnft  be  to  affociate 
^itb  theiff  d^^ed  brethren*  Seroral  Attoraie^ 
were  in  the  Parliament  of  1615^  fom«  of  whom 
Were  Membera  of  (he  King's  inas,.  and  odieis  not*. 

:  Anumg  the  former  we  find  a  ISr.  |ofan  Warren,. 
Mentber  fir  Navan^  a  gentleman  of  moft  ancieot 
and  refpe^ble  family,  anceftor  to  onr  gallant 
countrymen.  Sir  Peter  Warren,  and  £r  Wilfiam 
Johnfim,  nephew  to  that  AdmiraL  Were  that  gen- 
lOem^,  or  the  firft  Under  Treafnrer^  yasck  Neu/^ 
f^an^  fo  degraded  in  rank  or  fpirit,  as  to  furrender 
ihor  perfonal  and  profeffional  indq)endence  by.  a 
voluntary  engagement,  dyet  and  lodging  would  not 
be  purchafed  in  that  manner  by  (ihe  baieft  omcaft 
0f  our  legal  tribes 

»  <  .  • 

I  conceive,  however,  that  it  is  wifer  to  confider 
die  above  point  as  fettled,  and  gradually  delcribe 
the  progrefs  of  the  change.  If  h£ts  did  not  thu» 
glaringly  flare  me  in  the  face,  my  feelingi^  are  un-* 
concerned  upon  the  fobjeft,  but  perfonal  chxradsr 
exa£ls  an  adherence  to  truth  and  fincerby  of 
ientimettty  without,  bending  tQjuxj  private  iotereft 

er 
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perfbnal  humour.  It  furprifes  me  not  a  little, 
that  no  Irifh  Civilian,  during  James's  reign,  favc 
Sir  Adam  Loitus,  became  a  Member  of  the  King's 
Inns,  efpedaHy  as  that  learned  body  never  formed 
a  coHegiate  connexion  in  this  kingdom. 

In  modem  times,  moft  irifli  Prafticers  of  Civ3 
Law,  are  aUb  Common  Lawyers,  which  was  not^ 
however,  the  cafe  in  1615,  when  three  or  four  emi- 
nent Civitians  bx  in  Parliament.    TheCe  gentlemen 
had  been  educated  in  Oxford  or  Cambridge;  for 
bat  one  degr^  in  Civil  Law  was  conferred  in  Dub- 
Un  Univerfity,  until  the  year  1614,  to  which  pe^ 
riod  the  total  number  fof  gradua^tes  amounted  hvi, 
to  one  hundred  and  nine. 

I 

Let  the  reader  calmly  -refleft  on  its  fiibfequent 
|>rogTefs,  nor  confine  his  view  thereto,  but  extend 
Che  patriot  vifion  through  every  avenue  of  national 
purfuit.  An  Iri&man,  animated  by  fuch  reflexi 
ions,  will  probably  thank  Heaven  for  bdng  born 
a  fubjeft  of  the  Britiih  Empire^  and  jmder  the  reigxi 
of  George  HL 

This  ParHament  repealed  fome  Statutes,  whicll 
narked  the  barbarifm  of  Government  much  more 
ftron^y  than  the  clans  profcribed  thereby.  Though 
this  wife  cnaftment  was  countenanced  by  the  CrowA^, 
and  fupported  with  all  its  influence^  fuch  was  the 
hereditary  and  ihterefted  prejudice  of  that  day,  that 
three  Irifli  native  Members  oppofed  the  meafure. 
With  what  malignant  plealure  would  fuch  legifla- 

tors 
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tors  enjoy  a  iield  of  civil  war,  aad  anticipate   at| 
*  harveft  of  jconfifcation  ! 

_  • 

As  a  pr^fumed  derangement,  or  improper  expenr 
diture  of  King's  Inns  revenue,  influenced  a  publi« 
cation  of  what  was  originally  compiled  from  motives 
of  private  curiofity,'  I  Oiail.  clofe  the  King's  Ii>n& 
account  of  this  reign,  by  a  concife,  but  correft  ex- 
planation and  comparifqn  of  the  fyfl^m,  as  it  Itood 
immediately  previous  to  James's  demife,  and  on  the 
revived  or  improved  arrangement  in  lyg^j  which 
the  reader  will  probfa)|y  neither  thipk  unjnterefling 
PI*  fuperiiuous. 

*  The  account  of  Micfcaelmais  Term,  1622,  ftandf 
thus :  Received  of  Mr,  Nicholas  Lowther,  Under 
Xreafurer,  for  penfions  due  this  Term,  ^2:0:0, 
;md  arrears  formerly  due,  ^7:i2:o-r  More  re^ 
pfived,  ;f o  :  1 2  :  Q.  5ai4  unto  Hugh  Weft,  due 
unto  him  for  wages  for  hini  and  bis  kitchenners, 
and  for  w^{hing,  and  for  other  n^oneys  laid  out  for 
the  houfe  in  two  years  laft  paft^  more  than  received, 
jf  13  : 4 :  2,  viz.  unto  the  baker,  /.8 :  o:  o,  unto  the 
brewer,  £2  :  10  :  o,  and  unto  himfelf  the.  remain- 
der, being  ^^i ;  14 ;  a.  Paid  to  the  butler  for  his 
yrages,  the  fame  Tearme,  ^0:16:8.  To  the  por* 
ter,  for  his  wages,  j^i:o:o.  For  neccflaries  ii^ 
th^  houfe,  £p:  2:2.      • 

t 

»  

Payment 


1 
1 
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Payment  this  Tearme,       -    ^i 5 : 1 4 1  • 
Receipts,  -         «*  10:    4:0 


» 


3o  r^fts  due  to  the  accountant,  ^5 :  10 :  q 


As.'Our  age  ^oiay  t)e  teripfed  financial,  k  is  the 
more  neceflary  to  aflert  and  encourage  a  flrid;  ob- 
jervaace  of  order^  integrity,  and  cocreipondent 
Geconomy.  Private  Xoeieties  and  coipojate  efta- 
bUihip^ts  repre^t  th/^  nation  on  a  confined  fcale  :, 
a/eoatorial  fpirit  therefore  becomes  every  fubjeft 
of  our  empire,  in  honed  enquiry,  and  (when  pre* 
fumptive  mifmanagemeut  appear?,  by  concealment 
or  fixfpeded  jobs)  cenforial  criticifm.  With  this  fixed 
piindple,  to  compenlate  thanklefs  toil,  and  regu* 
late  £uthful  refearch,  the  reader  fball  be  indulged 
vitli  termly  recd'pty  and  expenditure  for  an  equal 
period  iQ  modern  time,  as  it  is  intended  to  e^hibiyt 
irom  ancient  and  ^ncqnte{ted  auAority. 

In  Michaelmas  Term,  179^9  brought  as  a  ba- 
lance jfrom  the  preceding  Term,  .  ^(^1227 : 4 :  31. 
fines,  Cy^^ ;  17  :  6.  Stamps^  iC45®  '0:0.  Cham- 
bers,  ^i  103 :  7 ;  6.    Library,  jCs  •  ^3  •  9*    Total, 

£3095:  3  :oi* 

The  difburfements  of  the  faid  Term,  Moore^s 
quarter's  penfion,^2 :  10:0.  Sweeping  the  Courts 
one  quarter,  ;^5  :  o :  o.  Alterations,  repairs,  fur- 
Jiiture,  iron  cheft,  bottles,  &c.  jCi^S  -8:1  o.  Ser- 
n^ts  clothes^  gowns,*  printing,  advertifmg,   &c. 

ffio  :  4  :  iti 
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£60:4.^.  I i*  llent  for  Hail,  and  quit  rent, 
jf  5t  :  1 :  4.  Government  Securities  |)tnchafed, 
(viz.  itJ  O^bentures)  ^^1467  112:  4.  Poundage, 
jC9i  -750.  Carried  Forward  to  t^e  credSt  of  the 
fucceeding  Term,  ^^9^9  ^  19:6.  Total  amount^ 
^095  :  3  :  oi.  Such  is  the  fimilitude  of  the  So- 
ciety's funds  In  James's  reign,  and  our  happier  mne* 

If  fuperior  income  aj^jears  proportioned  to  na- 
tional  wealth,  the  comparative  ppfition  of  Ae  Trca- 
lurer  and  Under  Treafurer  mpft  attraft  equal  fur* 
prife. 

In  tjie  former  period,  two  refpeftahte  Members, 
of  the  Society,  a  Chief  Judge,  and  an  Attorney, 
who  y^s  brother  to  ^  Judge  of  the  Common  Pleas, 
l^d  a  Baron  of  the  Exchequer,  fitted  thefe  offices. 
Thi^  diftinguifhed  legal  pair  laboured  for  a  year^ 
and  finally  appes^red  to  be  out  of  pocket,  whilft  the 
modern  Treafurer  received  in  poundage  for   one 
Term,  nearly  one  hundred  pounds,    exclufiye  of 
other  newly  eftablifhed  fees,  making  for  that  time 
jointly,   JC304 :  3^  8.     The  Deputy  alfo,   though 
IbrgOt  in  the  article  of  poundage,  had  fee^  which 
averaged  nearly  three  hundred  pounds  annually.    If 
the  reft  of  the  profeffion  avow  theif  ignorance  of 
the  preceding  circumftances,  as  honeftly  as  I  declare 
mine  at  that  moment,  this  publication  will  at  leaft 
have  novelty  to  recommend  it,  and  as  far  as  the 
profeffion  or  its  .proper  fixttfre  appears  interefting  to 
tbQ  Meml)ers  or  their  cotemporaries,  the  dignity  of 

the 


•I* 


iiuk. 


1 


die  AAijefl  will  >reG:ue  a  defeftKre  ezecutien  (rani 
or  comempt. 


Left  the  reader  may  imagine  that  I  have  felefted 
t  pftrticolar  Term,  in  diSei>em  centuries,  £rom  any 
inproper  iBotiye.  the  iconpioiSMi  Aall  be  coadnued 
for  two  years  at  each  time.  It  will  not,  however, 
be  reqiAUte  to  fpecify  each  item,  fave  when  fingn* 
taxiiy  attrafis  remark^ 

In  HiVary  Term,  ijSsa — 3,  Dilburfements, 
£f€:  II  :  2.  Recdpts  that  Term,  ^^5 :  10:  o.  So 
tcfts  due  to  the  Treafurer,  jf  1 1 :  i ;  t.  . 

!n  Hflary  Term,  i'793,  including  I9091 19 : 6, 
brought  from  the  former  Term  to  credit.  At  receipts 
are  liA-t^. :  12  t  3,  the  fame  ium  expended,  finr« 
the  balance  carried  forward.    The  Treaftirer's  &es, 

HaftciTerm,  1623,  ^15:19:2..  Receipts  for 
the  fame  thnc,  j(^5  :  16 :  8.  Due  to  the  Trcafurcr, 
jf  JO :  2 ;  6.  In  Eafter  Term;  1793,  Including 
£9^9  •  13  •  ^i>  froi^  laift  accounts  credit,  the  receipts 
are  /1465  :  3  :  31-  Expenditure  fame  fum,  fave 
die  fum  of  ;f 665:0:  iif,  carried  to  the  next 
Term's  credit.    Treafurer's  fees,  £6$  :  1 1 : 8. 

Trimty  Term,  1623,  Dilburfements,  ^^15 : 2 : 2. 
Receipts,  £^:iii  1*0.  Due  to  the  Treaforer, 
/ii:io:4.  In  Trinity  Term,  1793,  Receipts, 
ladnding  the  ufual  balance  frohi  the   preceding' 

Term, 
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ycnn,  /^5^8 ;  6 :  4f  •     Expended  laid,  fum,  ex- 
'  ceptjCgS :  2  •  7*j  carried  to  fucceeding  credit.  Tre^ 
furcr's  fees  for  this  Term,  jC'5*  •  »^3  •  ®* 

^^dhaeliuas  Tenn,  162^^  Difburfemieats, 
£iy  :  13  :  8.  Receipts,  i^6 :  15 :  o.  Due  to  the 
Treafurer,  j^ii :  p  ;  8.  .  Micljiaelmas  Term,  1793, 
B^eceipt?,  iacljiding  tjie  ufiial  balajice,  £1779 : 4 :  8*, 
,  ,  Expended  faid  fum,?fave  the  balance  of  £$S :  1 5 :  6# 
carried  forward.  '  Treafurer's  fees,  £2g%  :  16 :  4. 

Hilary  Term,  J613— -4,  the  Difburfemenits, 
/i6:8:8.  Receipts,  ^£8:6:8,  Due  to  tfee 
Treafurer,  £8:2:0.  Hilary  Term,  1794*  Re- 
ceipts, including  the  fum  brought  forward, 
j^{55i  :  f  9 :  5*  Expended  faid  fum,  favc 
^^403  :  16  :  a,  carried  forward.  Trqafurcr's  fees, 
i;?33-3-o. 

Eafter  Term,  1624,  th^  Dij(burfement89 
jf  12  :  14  :  o.  Receipts,  ^^5  :  16  :  8..  Due  to  the 
Trcafi^er,  ^^  :  17  :  4.  Eafter  Term,  1794,  Re- 
ceipts, including  the  fum  of  /403 :  1 6  :  2,  brought 
forward,  ;^4799  :  o  :  3.  Expended  faid  fum,  faye 
the  balance  of  j^3423  :  1 1  :  2,  carried  to  the  credit 
pf    the     fdllowing     Term^      Treasurer's     fees, 

/373.-5-4- 

Trinity  Term,  1 624,  Difburfements,  j^i  o :  1 4 :  o. 
^^ecdpts,  i9?^3?Of    Due  to  the  Treafurer,  if. 

How 
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How  amply  would,  my  feeimgs  be  indulged,  if 

Cliis  duU,  but  faithful  detail,  ihaii  Inmate  fellow 

PraAicers  to  review  paft  miftakes,  for  the  purpofe 

of  wholefome  correction !     Timely  attention  to  that 

importaiut  point  will  enable  them  to  exhibit  King's 

Inns  account  with  the  lafs  only  of  what  muft  be 

fubmitted  to,  an  improvident,  perpetual  bargain,  a 

remote  and  inconvenient  fituation,  an  ill-fuited  fcale 

of  architeftural  expence,  and  an  ufelefs  wafte  of 

paft  expenditure*     Thua,  a  total  neglei^  o£  inter* 

2Ki]  management  may  be  fucceeded  by  order  and  in* 

tegrity ;  the  profeffipn  re-affume  a  ftation  in  fociety 

Correfpondent  to  its  rank,  and  its  eftablifliment  be 

acknowleged  by  Prince,  Parliament,   and  People^ 

Aoc  to  be  more  anciept  than  ufeful. 

Meantime  the  accounts  of  Trinity  Term,  1 794, 

and  its  expenditure,  fhall  (;lofe  the  prefent  c6mpa* 

rifon.     Receipts  of  that  Term,  including  the  above 

balance  of  j(^ 3423  :  1 1 : 2,  amount  60/10483  -.2:4. 

l^ilburfements  during  the  faid  Term,  /i 336 : 7 :  i  li. 

Treafurer's  fees  in  Trinity  Term,  1 794,    amount* 

od     tp     j[^4i:g:.6.      Government      Securities, 

^ii35ft:o  :  o,  with  a  ca(h  balance  in  Treafurer's 

bands  of  ^8646  ;  14  :'44.   ,  An  unufual  expenditure 

appears  in  Eafter  and  Trinity  Terms,  which  merits 

$:(planation,  as  it  was  not  employed  in  the  purphafe 

of  Gqvernment  Securities^  . 


/1695 !  4 : 9?  was  laid  out  on  the  intended  Inns 
of  Court,  without  any  order  or  authority  from  the 
Beni:h,  and,  a^  the  eyent  proved,  in  a  manner  en- 
tirely 
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iirely  irfebft.     Tht8  apparent  imprudence  leceiTed  a 
xiounterpoife  in  the  proud  profit  whkh  iSowed  from.' 

ftamps  in  Eafter  Term,  ^^^^^4  '  '7  *  '>  ^^  '^  '^n^ 
nity  Term,  1794,  the  fum  of  /3619  :  o :  o  is  alio 
acjmowieged  to  hare  been  dien  received  for  the  to*' 
tal  additional  amount  <!)f  ftamps  on  Attomies  for' 
two  years,  ending  the  25th  of  March,  1794. 

Such  are  the  words  of  entry  in  the  printed  ac- 
counts. Tims,  at  an  early  period,  doubt,  inde>*' 
cifion,  and  obfcority,  pervade  a  plain  numerical 
fyftem,  which  required  more  ingenuity  to  puzzle  ot 
darken,  than  to  duddate  and  explain.  For  the  taid 
was  afcertained  by  the  Statute,  without  cavil  or 
complaint,  and  the  number  of  perfons  admitted  into 
the  Society  Rolls  as  Attornies,  became  a  matter  of 
unening  record,  linkfs  King's  Inns  officii  p^ges 
^efemble  perifli^ble  Jlibels  of  fraud  and  malignity* 

Let  an  knmtdiate  and  a^ve  CoQunittee  be  form** 
ed :  I  thus  pledge  mytelf  to  give  them  (if  called 
upon)  unpurcliafcd  aid,  and  with  equal  truth  can 
affirm,  tliat  thiice  months  fhall  conclude  fuch  la« 
bours  without  encroaching  upon  domeftic  arrange* 
inents,  literary  purfuits,  or  profeilional  bufinefr* 
As  well  might  youthful  genius  be  deterred  from  Lit- 
tleton's luminous  page  by  a  black  letter,  or  obfolete 
French.  Let  not  then  indolent  integrity  recede 
from  an  enquiry,  without  which,  Government  nor 
Parliament  will  neuher  be  jullified  nor  inclined  to 
giyie  to  the  legal  body  better  than  /5o>ooq,  due  for 

their 


tbdr  eftate,  now  occupied  by  the  Recqrd  QlEc^Sy 
and  Four  CoOrts. 

One  banefiil  acquiiation)  however,  blackens  the 
£ud  Tcnh. — ^£1774  rx8  : 3,  was^  received  as  a  fine 
firom  their  new  tenant  on  the  Inns-Qujiy,  and  a  per* 
petuity  given.  A  jobbing  paitiian  would  much  eafiey 
conceive  the  moiive  for  this  extraf>rdiBtry  ad,  thaa. 
ah  honed  man  approve  or  defend  it. 

Could  James  t  ftart  from  the  grave,  he  muft  ad^ 
mire  that  naxional.  zele  or  public  %irit  which  admi^ 
niflered  with  fuch  celerity  and  eaie,  taxation  and 
^flefiinent,  fuperior  to  what  Great  Britain  ever  paid 
ior  a  fimilar  purpofe.  Afluming  a  manly  merit  in 
being  die  peaceful  fettler  of  Ireland,  and  thereby  the 
parent  of  her  progref&ve  proiperity,  his  indignation 
muft  affume  correfpondeut  firength  on  findixig  a 
crafty,  but  determined  feverance  of  the  legal,  coa^ 
Besion  between  both  illands. 

Thos,  in  five  years  from  the  revival  in  1789,  in 
ddlpite  of  all  former  plunder,  or  furrounding  mif- 
management,  a  principal  fum  of  twenty  thouland 
pounds  graced  King's  Inns  coffers,  with  a  large  an- 
nual income,  greater  than  what  pofiibly  fiiftains  atiy 
public  legal  body  in  Europe*  Hiftoric  evidence 
however  a&ertains,  that  the  joint  amount  was;fupe-. 
licff  to  that  expenditure  which  enabled  Lewis  XlV* 
to  patroaife  the  general  literature  of  his  time,  and 

thereby  attain  an  univerfal  and  imperifliable  fame, 

which 
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tdilch  was  in  vain  looked  for  by  aipIon\atic  crafty 
or  deftruftive  conquefts. 

»  •      •  ...  ,       , 

s  the  landefd  fettlement  of  treland   required  art . 
enlightened  legal  eftablirfmierit,  the  jadiciat  charac- 
ter through   JimeS^s  reign  correfponded  with  the 
Royal  engagetfient  at  the  connnehcement  of  hi^  Go-* 
irerhmcnt.    The  Judges  w6re,  without  cxcepfion, 
able  men,  and  merited  genef at  refpefk  for  unbiaffed 
integrity.  A  fblemn  conviftion  of  their  diftin|;uitfxcd 
Worth,   induced  mc  to  pr efent  to '  pablic  view   a . 
ihort  fketch  bf  each  perfoft,  undef  the  titte  of  iCing'^/ 
,  Inns  Refnembi-ancei.    That  was  an  ettlatrgement '  of 
I^gdale's  plan,  but  there  appeared  a  ftecelfilly  oft 
convincing  cotemporaries,  how  coriKientiDus  Jaftie^ 
was'  in  appointment  of  Judgeis.  ^ 

The  fcdeiiefl:  ftatelman  may  be  deceived  in  a  man^ij 
integrity  j  however,  learning  is  not  merely  a  prop ' 
to  correft  condudt,  but  a  conftant  check  upon  dif- 
honeft  intentions.-i— That  internal  monitor  can  be 
fddom^  fflenced  of  fmothercd,  trK'ereas,  igncraiicef 
feels  no  furrounding  alarrti,  and  is,  ciohtroullecJ 
merely  by  an  apprehenfion*  of  punilhYnent :  for  to 
fach  perfohs  glarihg  error  h  no  added  difgrace, 
therefore,  the^nobleft  exertion  of  Royal  power,  and 
in  which '  an  human  being  can  rteareft  refemble  his 
Greatof j  is^  by  the  appointment  of  learned  and  hd- 
neft  Lawyers  to  'the  judicial  Bench#  Nor  is  the  be- 
nefit confined  to  their  own  time,  or  to  fuitors  and 
prifonersy  for  that  theatre  becomes  the  bed:  fchool  of 
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ptofeffipnal  talent^  abd  eafureta  fucdbifioii  of  fimn 

Mb  ^ndditi  had  at  that  fW  the  lingul^  benefit 
ef  attaining  elementary  or  juvenile  Inftruftionj  luid^ 
as  able  &ges  as  ever  graced  Weftminfter,  and  were 
abletDuphtJd  and  confirm  the  imptoven^ts  uader 
ealightened  guides  in  tbdr  qative  Gourta.  The 
proTperity  of  the  countiy  kept  ^sk  equal  pace,  and 
much  exceeded  the  comparative  growth  of  EngUfli 
grandeur  during  the  fame  periods 

But  the  habits  of  the  lower  cli^s  recdVed  a  pe« 
cidiar  p6Ii(b  fuited  to  thdr  condition.  •  The  -deluiive 
cquaHty  of  danmlh  defcent  quickly  fudcumbed  van* 
der  die  felfifli  habits  which  prote3ed  and  acquired 
property  encourages  or  juftifies ;  a  lively  inftance  of 
tins  pnndple  occurs  amid  the  unwife  enforcements 
or  eactended  tnifapplications  of  particular  Statutes.r  ^ 

The  Aft  of  Supremacy  only  afield  perfons  ia 
oiEcia(  fladon ;  and  Barrifter^  were  confidered  as 
Minifters  of  the  Law,  othei^vife  they  would  not  be 
fubjeA  to  the  Letter  of  that  important  bulwark  to 
Royal  and  National  independence.  But  pcafants 
or  artifims  feemed,  to  wife  or  impartiaPmen,  uncoft* 
ncfted  wkh  either  its  caures  or  effeAs.  Probably 
the  added  experience  of  two  centuries  proves^ 
thatabftra£t  principles  of  Religion  and  Law  b|sft 
fupport  the  State;  whilfl:  a  decent  veil  covers  them  in 
the  Temple  of  Legiflation  or  Religion. 

However, 
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Hovftftstt  paxLt^  wn  achifisd  to  enfiarce  ^  earth 
of  fupremacy  upon  the  cottagers  or  laboottn  ih  die 
new  plantation8.*-Such  perfons  promptly  replied^ 
that  tbey  htfd  tic;  ob^dtioa^-  parotid^d:  tfaej  got  felfes 
of  their  pettyi  holdings^:  and  that  their  tide^  parfit« 
aiirtaRo](att^roittifd^  wasr^fti«d  pennsmentaad 
focMt.  Tfafe  Ardtimedean  prop  to  GoverattBeot 
ftould  fiever  be  fol{oC^^t  re^re^  fimatkal  or 
ibfaolsftie  art  to  dtfcuft  religioog  tentlis  j  and  flndhnw 
toil,  accnraff^tf  to  underftand  tte  complex  codes 
which  internally  os  extensaikf  regulate  the  BritHh 
Empire.  But  the  bleffings  of  liberty  and  property 
8re  felt  by  all  ntcn^  and  breed  aa  itticbmcot:  to 
thdr  Mftl/protedoi^  This  felf-^iitterefted  mcentiTO 
toi  peaceful,  bflbitt  is  mt  ligfi:ily  fKook^  smd  fddoai 
entiiely  fiibvetted*^ 


James  fioemed  txy  feet  the  fercc  of  this  reafoftiitg^, 
and  <Sd  not  ia  cither  kingdom  exceed  a  fanciful  va^ 
riation  from  the  ancient  legal  eflablifliment.  The 
numbcir  of  Judges  in  each  Irifii  Court  "was  fixed  to 
thre^  asid  in  Ei^land,  occafionaliy  to  five^  dial  an 
uaetcn  vmsber  may  prevent  the  delay  or  i&terru}>* 
don  of  bttiinfi&  The  ialaries  of  biDi  Judgeaf  were^ 
iSidm$^9)Q',  ceo  triflmg^  and  looked  for  occafionad  ia- 
<mafe  to  die  tiouaty  of  the  Eitigs  Yet  emiftenf 
CngtiA  Lawyers  were  induced  to  fiH  fuch  il^tblts ; 
but  landed  grants  from  the  Crown  made  ampfe 
compeniatioii^  When  this  redundancy  was  dialed 
of^  we  find  ia  fubfequent  reigns,  perfons  ient  occa- 
fionally  from  that  country,  of  aa  inferior  caft  and 
chara£len 

James 
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•  James  flands  free  from  fuch  rq)roach,  and  in  truths 
except  in  notions  of  prerogative  or  Regal  powers 
he  felt  fincerely  for  the  comfort  and  happine&  of  all 
his  fubjeftsy  which  fendment  juftly  intitules  him  to 
the  character  of  an  humane  and  honeft  mam.  That 
is  the  boundary  of  his  merit,  i^hich  ends  "where  the 
virtue  of  a  Monarch  Oiould  only  begin.  Dignity  of 
manners,  firmnefs  of  mind,  and  ileadinefe  of  oon- 
du^  were  unknown  to  him,  whereby  the  vices  of 
Minifters  became  confecrated  by  prerogative,  and 
officiai  ddpotifm  was  encouraged  by  their  manage- 
ment of  a  weak  mafter.  Such  a  dii'pofitioa  is  fhewn 
with  mod  effect  in  the  extremities  of  an  empire,  and 
render^ed  the  Royal  demife  a  matter  of  Uttle  con- 
comin  England,  and  much  lefs  in  Ireland,  or  Scoc- 
Jand 

We  are  .now  entering  upon  a  reign  ^  fingular  art 
and  misfortune,  in  which  druggies  for  power  were 
conduded  by  men,  in  different  parties,  memorable 
for  eminent  talents.  However,  a  majority  of  them, 
in  each  iiland^  wer^  .trained  to  legal  purfuits,  or  ac- 
quired no  /mail  profideney  therein :  during  the  pe- 
ricd  which  led  to  this  fanguinary  fcenery,  there  was 
an  adive  prefident  in  the  EnglUh  and  Irifh  Cabinet, 
who  ifivigorated  the  whole,  and  pav^d  the  way  for 
;ui  extenfive  and  inveterate  civil  wan 

.Charles  L  affords  a  melancholy  inftaixce,  in  what 
maaner  a  luft  for  power,  and  imperious  controul 
jover  tkt  civil  and  religious  rights  of  mankind,  ^an 
l^lacken  m  honeft  mind,  and  degrade  a  4igi)ified 
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temper.  This  prince  had  many  quatides  attraAIv^ 
pf  re^iSl  and  zSeS^on ;  byt  cour^g^,  karning,  and 
morality,  formed  in  a  perverted  mind,  *  an  ufeful 
inachinery  to  attain  that  idol  of  his  imagination, 
imperial  de^ouTm.  Praftical  vice  was  courced  tQ 
fuftain  tUs  horrid  attempt,  by  which  he  became  a 
iconfirmed  hypocrite,  and  continued  the  fyftem  to  the 
laft  moment  of  exifience.  The  three  kingdoms  could 
pot  furmib  that  unfortunate  Prince  with  an  apter  in^ 
ftrument  to  fccond  thefe  yaft  <Mignp,  than  the  im- 
perious Strafford.^-£loquent,  refolute,  politic,  and 
perfeveri^g,  he  was  charmed  with  that  authority  of 
iivhich  he  was  to  be  the  delegated  inftrument ;  thus 
patiently  fubmitting  to  a  transient  perfoA^l  fervilityi 
irom  the  gratification  which  a  permanent  indulgence 
pf  fettled  l^gal  tyranny  infpired^ 

m 

As  law  t^as  tp  be  moulded  to  new  purpofcs,  it^ 
profeifors  jind  their  imputed  principle  were  to  Straf- 
ford and  Charles,  obje&s  of  conftant  folicitude  and 
.car^.  An  hereditary  fafnepefs  marked  die  mem- 
bers,  as  well  as  the  legal  fyftem,  in  England — ^Ire- 
land was  habited  in  a  different  manner,  and  its  new 
Viceroy  ii\ceifantly  laboured  to  diftinguiOi  (his  iflan4 
by  tyraniuc  variations  ^ien  to  Englifli  Law,  or 
iTubverfive  of  its  ackno^leged  or  eftabli^ed  princi- 
ples, ^e  found  the  Society  of  King^s  Inns  arrayed 
in  the  following  form  :-^A  voluntary  Aflbdation, 
with  ipp  legal  authority  over  each  other,  but  what 
arofe  from  an  annual  election,  or  the  inalieiiable 
rank  attached  to  perfonal  character  and  official  (la- 
tipPt  viwh  therdbre  needed  no  rdblution  to  eila- 
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t>Ii/Zi9  for  an  -extravagant  and  uiu^lt^ed  adherence^tb 
power^  forms  an  hereditary  ftiti&  in  the  legal  cha- 
ra&er,  and  prepares  the  generality  ,of  its  IVadifeis 
by  jurenSe  and  hd^Uual  fdrviltty,  &r  aged  and  no- 
relenting  tyranny. 

There  were  ^wo  modes  by  which  irifli  Bartiften 
;and  Attomies  may  be  prepared  for  the  preceding  po- 
fiuon ;  abd  eaflaved  themfelves^  make  a  nserk  of 
iextending  the  galling  jchdn  over  ti:an^d  fblloW' 
fubje&M.  A  direfl  ad  of  pew^r  wonid  be  nnprak 
cedenred^  odious,  and  certain  of  not  meedng  tinar 
Dimous  fiihmiflion.  Sucfa  a  fufpicion,  circulated  bv 
men  of  known  influence  and  talent,  myft  <^fttuQt 
or  retail  jthe  concealed  defign. 

There  was  a  plan^  fodal  m  appearancf,  jrfeafing 
in  esiscution,   and  extremely  well  adapted  tb  cfaft 
temper  of  Iri(hmen  i  k  alfo  was  fan^Honed  by  an- 
cient and  uninterrupted  iitfa^  in  the  £ngli(h  Inns  of 
Court.  Reprefentative  and  dJftinUt  feparaiions  of  legal 
Members  took  place  at  certain  periods.     The  body^ 
thus  divided,  exercifed  a  free  and  feparate  judgment 
in  forming  joint  refoives  for  *  t%e  better  order,  and 
iafting  government  of  each  Society^    T^efe  meet- 
ings were  marked  by  fpiended  exhibkions  and  ho£> 
pitable  feftivity ;  they  alfo  bore,  from  a  femblanc^ 
x>f  iituation  or  profeifional  pedantry,  the  popular 
name  of  ParUamientt 

.An  adoption  of  this  kind,  by  die  new  eftaUiihed 
Society  of  Singes  Inns,  (Iruck  the  fagacious  eye  of 

IL  2  Strafford ; 
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Scrafibrd ;  his  favourite  objed  would  be  thereby 
covered  uith  a  Ipeciqus  veil  To  tSeSt  the  imita* 
tion,  even  in  miniature,  there  mull  be  a  diviiion  of 
ranks  :  this  once  reduced  to  pradice,  enfured  a  laft« 
ing  divorce  between  the  original  union,  and  unaf« 
feded  equality  of  the  different  Ifiembers,  as  Fellows 
of  that  Society^  . 

The  pride  and  intereft  of  a  few  individuals,  was 
naturally  direded  to  its  continuance.  Thus,  Go- 
vernment enlifted,  at  no  expence,  and  without  any 
wafte  of  patronage,  a  feled  and  refpedable  body  of 
partilans.  During  the  intervals  of  Parliament,  they 
were  to  the  Society  at  large,  what  the  executive  au- 
thority is  to  the  nation  in  fimilar  periods,  the  known 
oftenfible  manager  of  public  concerns.  Even  if 
*  any  murmurs  arofe  among  the  general  body  of  Prac- 
ticers  with  reipei^  to  any  corruption,  mifmanage* 
naent,  or  abufe  of  fuch  authority,  it  was  an  excufe 
for  the  interierence  of  Government,  which  was  thus 
certain  of  approbation  and  fupport  from  the  party 
in  whofe  favour  it  inclined  the  trembling  balance. 
In  this  manner  an  abfolute  controul  over  the  exifl- 
ing  Members  of  the  King's  Inns  was  fecured  to  the 
Viceroy  and  Council,  whofe  next  dhjed  it  was  to 
make  that*  Society  co-e^tenfive  with  the  profef« 
fion. 

The  reader  has  been,  (I  humbly  prefume,)  already 
convinced  by  authentic  extracts,  undoubted  practice, 
and  Statute  authority,  that  previous  hereto,  an 
Iriih  Purifier  may  haye  been  a  Member  of  the 
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King^8  InhS)  but  that  {nth,  a  connexion  was  not  necef> 
fary.  The  refpeftful  confequence  refulting  there* 
from  is  obvious,  and  mud  ftrike  the  dulleft  capacity 
from  the  eagemefs  with  which  admiifion  into  any 
tiiodern,  well  regulated  law  club  is  canvafled  for, 
and  purfued.  Its  comparative  convenience  has  be/ea 
alfo  concifely  explained.  The  mode  in  which  Bar-i 
rifters  wer^  hitherto  interrupted,  was  by  tendering 
them  the  o^th  of  fupremacy.  This  feverity^  befides 
the  known  unpopularity  of  the  meafure,  was  only 
occafionally  ezercifed  againft  obnoxious  individuals. 

Matty  Spirited  and  enlightened  Prafticers  difap- 
pointed  their  enemies,  and  took  the  oath,  wifely 
difcriminating  between  the  principles  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  religion,  and  the  fuperftrufture  of  Papal 
power  engrafted  thereon.  Ev^en  the  Parliament  of 
1 613,  though  bofiile  to  that  feft,  not  more  ftfongly 
from  fuch  precepts,  than  by  the  prefumed  fecurity 
of  landed  property  which  hung  thereon,  yet  foli- 
cited  the  Lord  Deputy  to  relax  the  prafUcal  rigour 
of  that  Law* 

Th^re  were  m  every  period,  many  Proteftant 
Pra^licers,  fuperior  to  the  influence  of  courtly  arti- 
fice, or  religious  hate.  This  fmall,  but  feled  band, 
with  unceaAng  firmnefs,  refifted  and  refuted  every 
exercife  of  perfecution  as  an  impious  fcan^al  to 
Chriftianity,  and  each  a£t  of  projected  defpotifm  as 
an  undoubted  mif- interpretation  of  Englifli  Law^ 
The  known  loyalty  lof  fuch    men   countenanced 

their 
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dbmr  pnodples,  whicii  integrity  expbiied  t£etn  f<y 
ihc  vwgcance  of  cornet  or  crafty  Governors. 

Strafford  was  extremely  tagef  to  punifli  obftmate 
^tiioti&ii  with  iaflexit>Ie  feverity.  They  were  not 
j^is^tted  at  aa  oa^  of  fupremacy  which,  was  meanly 
tMi^ered  to  Romaft  Catholic  Barrifters  aa  a  retalia« 
lion  for  the  fifm  e:tercife  d  profeffional  talent  or 
i^thfu)  difeharge  pf  fenatorial  duty.  But  the  Kiag'a 
Jlm»  Soeietyy  under  t6e  preceding  alteration,  maty 
be  rendered  s^eiUary  t%>  his  view3 }  at  all  events,  a 
Society,  which  it  was  thus  rendered  neccflary  to  en- 
ter, n^nft  have  i^  vainral  power  of  otpuHion,  which 
s^parentl^  innocent  refolve,  may  reft  for  a  certsdiv 
period  in  the  lachhre  of  defpotifiaa,  and  pofterity  feet 
k  aa  a  precedeitt  equally  ih-ong  to  citker  purpofo. 

The  ezifting  mraibers  who  votfed  the  refelutiioo^ 
esverdfed  a  %iirit  of  excliifive  dottinian,  but  they 
pofltbly  did  not  fbrefee  that  in  obftru^Ung  the  prac^ 
tv:^  of  odiers  they  were  alfo  rendering  their  own  in-^ 
fecure  ;•  likewife,  that  this  courtly  and  ili  confidered 
job  may  be  the  laft  which  a  parliament  of  the  King's 
Inns  would  be  convoked  to  execute.  ^  20th  day  of 
November,  1634 — ^At  a  parUament  of  the  King's  Inns 
it  is  ordered^  That  none  ihall  be  allowed  to  practice 
as  a  Couaielloo  at  Law,  but  foeh  as  ffaail  be  firft 
admi^dof  this  Society,  and  lha(.the.feeo£adQu&' 
fion  ftiall  be  foui^  marks  (terling.  In  was  dien  aU<y 
further  ordered,  Thas  the  Steward. of  this  houfff 
fliall  hence£^r|h  coUe6l  all  the  penfions  doe  unto  diis 
lumb  by  all  the  Members  of  thefaid  houfe^  The  above 
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jeiriove^  all  preceding  doubt  which  cah  be 
tirgedy  or  may  be  imagined,  of  brifli  Barrifters  be- 
€x>miiig  Mcrabefs  of  the  King's  ions  before  they 
^eve  mtitciied  to  pratfBcei 

The  i-efblation  only  imports  ah  arbitrary  ind  ilie« 
gal  pretention  of  foch  eliding  Barrifters  from  pui- 
fuing  their  profeilion,  as  wete  not  Fellows  of  the 
King's  Inns  Soeiety^  and  2bi  enforcement  of  a  fimi- 
lar  rule  to  thdr  IbcceiTors.  It  vaS-mucIi  eatier  and. 
Vifer  to  enter  as  Members,  than  apply  for  a  mandoi^ 
tnas^  which  would  be  legal,  if  the  ftation  of  Barrifter 
eould  be  confidered  an>  Office,  under  which  con« 
ilrudion  alone^  the  aA  of  fuptemacy  at  that  time 
affefted  them;  oi  the  party  may  appeal  to  the 
Judges  of  Englaoid  as  vifitors  of  the  Inns  of  Coart^ 
or  theit  fubordinate  Members^  But  the  reader  iwill 
believe^  that  thte  doAieftic  inquiry  would,  h^wevef 
irell  warranted^  be  overruled,  whilft  corrupt  and 
feleded  miniond  of  power  difgraced  the  Irifli  Bench. 
£.QgU(h  Judges  ntay  poflibly  determine  tbe  matter 
with  their  accuftomed  integrity  and  judgment^  mean<? 
I&tat  efii  betide  that  Irii^man  who  furvived  to  re« 
turn !  Caflle  Chamber  mutilation  or  tortute  would 
await  the  guilty  patriot  j  for  Sjlphere  confcientious  ju- 
rors fuffered  fiich  difcipGne,  Government  may^ 
trith  lefs  noife  or  alarm,  infill  it  upon  a  difobe^ 
dient^  bpt  con^af atively  unprotected  Barrifter* 

If  an  order  be,  however,  binding  to  all  poflibly 
e^esit,  and  on  the  remotcft  pofterity,  our  cotem- 
\m%  no  bounds  to  afliimed  power,  but  per* 
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•  fonal  vvttM  or  public  opinion.  The  latter  has  been 
eirer  hefii  fo  powerful^  that  a  general  Bar  Meeting 
xcan  ^robeany  praftifing.Barrifter ,  an  awful  of" 
iainder !  which  no  brilliancy  of  talent  could  coun- 
terad,  or  perfonat  courage  remedy.  Every  well- 
condufted  man  of  honor  (fuch  only  fh6uld4)e  Bar- 
riflers)  refts  eafy  tmder  this  falutary  cbntrool^  fatis- 
fied  that  guilt  alone  will  attrad:  infamy,  and  that 
the  juft  decifion  cannot  be  overborne  by  govern- 
mental influence  or  the  mod  ihamekfs  perfonal  im- 
pudence. 

• 

An  icidulgence  of  thU  national  opinion  will  ba- 
suih  from  Irifh  Courts  that  fcene  of  lingular^  but 
honorable  irregularity  which  was  exercifed  in  Weft- 
minfter,  where  a  protected  minion  of  the  Co  urt^ 
baving  fuflfered^  by  infamous  fervice  in  that  line,  the 
punifhmentof  pillory,  ftilt  prefumed  to  appear  in  a 
Bar  gown,  which  roufed  the  indignation  of  grave 
^d  honcft  brethren  to  fuch  an  height,  as  to  com- 
mit an  overt  act  of  riot  and  aflault,  by  pulling  that 
robe  over  his  .fhoulders,  and  degrading  him  on  the 
ipot.  It  has  efcaped  my  reading  or  recoUedioa  if 
the  unhappy  man  prefumed  to  vindicate  this  breach 
of  the  peace  by  a  legal  complaint. 

It  is  further  obfervable,  that  the  order  was  not 
extended  to  Attornies,  which  to  me  proves  two  cir- 
cumftances — ^firfl,  that  they  were  equally  freed  from 
an  obligation  of  becoming  JFellows  of  the  King's  Inns 
Society-^^xki,  fecondly,  that  Strafford  thought  him- 
fi^  certain  of  their  fervitude  by  an  abufe  of  judidal . 

authority. 


fabthonty.  The  unfortunate  dafs  of  Irifh  Judges 
'iiad  many  difficulties  to  encounter :  an  hafty  and  in« 
.(itifcrimuiate  compliance  vrith  the  Caftle  laid  them 
^at  its  mercy,  and  prevented  the  well  known  power 
of  dire^ing  an  occafional  connexion  therewith  to 
family  convenience.  Stem  and  unbending  integrity 
enfured  difmiflal,  and  expofed  an  unproteded  indi- 
vidual to  exertions  of  perverted  prerogative,  and  un* 
qualified  tyranny. 

Stretches  fuch  as  thefe  laid  the  legal  profefEon  at 
the  feet  of  this  imperious  Viceroy.  The  Iriih  nation 
can  appreciate  by  the  iremendous  confe^uencesj  how 
nece&ry  an  enlightened,  protected,  and  indepen- 
dent body  of  legal  Pra^cers  is  to  the  common  fup- 
port  of  Prince  J  Parliament j  and  People.  The  landed 
property  of  the  realm  was  ihook  by  a  legal  earth- 
quake-^commercial  induftry  paralyfed  by  miniflerial 
monopoly — perfonal  freedom  fmothered  by  arbitrary 
imprifonment — ^and  martial  law,  with  unbridled  li- 
cence, executed  the  horrid  dHcipline  of  Caftle  Cham« 
ber  mutilation  and  torture,  or  indulged  its  own. 

If  in  the  myfterious  round  of  human  events,  a 
fmular  meafure  was  meted  out  to  thofe  original  op* 
preflbrs  by  upftart  innovators  and  republican  regi- 
cides, were  the  mifchief  thus  confined,  pofterity 
may  ex^ufe  the  deed,  and  juftify  the  fentiment  by  that 
well  known  legal  apophthegm,  nee  Lex  jujli9t  ulla^ 
jmm  necis  artifices  arte  perire  fuL  But  political  evils 
are  of  wider  extent  and  more  lading  duration.  Such 
^0  was  Strafford's  opinion,  whole  vanity  led  him  to 

think, 
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think,  th^t  the  effe6l  of  his  principteS  #OD^d  msiki 
Ireland  to  lafting  ages  a  tonq^iered  kittgdom^  an  in- 
trodu^ory  theatre  fof  fuccefsful  tymimy^  and  a^ 
ftrong  military  poft  to  a^e  and  repr efs  Britifii  free^ 
doin* 

to 

As  an  example  to  men  of  inferior  height  ai^d  tsut 
imt$i  he  commenced  his  career. widi  t^o  judicial 
Members  of  the  King's  Inns,  the  Lord  GhmceUor^ 
and  the  Great  Earl  of  Cork.     By  this  a  double  point 
was  gained;    legal  men  of   honelly  and  courage 
Were  humbledi  and  an  encouragement  held  forth  tof 
profeflional  apoftacy   and  vice»      This  oppreffivtf 
Viceroy  ^tf .  knew  that  Govetament  muft  dividtf 
Oie  fpoii  of  plundered  fubjefts  with  the  criminal  1V& 
Ai^ers^  who  esteemed  thefe  horrid  plans*    If  firny 
or  hon^ft  Judges  met  reprobajtion  and  puniibment/ 
Aie  complaifant  and  tyranm'c  feemed  intituled  to  en^ 
couragemeilt  or  reward.     Four  (hillings  in  the  pound- 
on  a  compofitioa  for  defe£live  titles  was  given  W 
Ihe  Chi^f  Juftice  of  the  Ciommon  Pleas,  aiird  the 
Chief  Baron,  which  Strafford,  a  ikilfal  balancer  of. 
judicial  trade,  declares^  Was  well  laid  out.    Encou- 
raged by  this  fuccefsful  precedent^  the  fame  boumy 
was  held  out  to  the  Court  of  Excheqircr  in  mtende^ 
cscaJMoiis^  upon  recufants* 

Capi  we  be  furprire(l  that  treafon  and  civil  waf  footf 
afflicted  the  reahn,  when  a  Viceroy  thus  fapped  the 
uniading  F*i3«  of  Royal  authority,  bumanityy  and 
jif^^y  and  influenced  legal  priefts  to  (lain  law's  eoa^ 
SrarsMfd  altar  with  the  property  and  Uood  qf  inno«- 

cent 
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^tat  miow-fibjeab.  the  G^  JizftiVe  of  Ad 
Sing's  Bench,  and  twd  other  Judges,  were  proof 
againft  all  bis  afiurits ;  and  though  honored  with 
iieartj  caftle  haired,  the  tyium  was  atraid  to  re^ 
move  them,  s»i  innocent  triamph  which  gladdened 
the  peo{rfe'8  hearts ;  fer  kt  me  aUbre  the  unprofe& 
fional  reader,  that  three  fucb  Maglftrates  can  at  all 
tunes,  if  lufficiently  adive  and  learned,  uphold  the 
^nciple«  of  law  pure  and  unadulterated,  though 
they  may  be  unable  to  proted:  the  fcibjed:  againft 
^articolar  ot  fyftematk  oppreffion«  The  pride  of  pa^^ 
tronage  induced  kirn  to  ivnpott  a  complete  colony  of 
^epend^nt  minion«,  in  the  civil,  ekrical,  legal,  and 
BuStary  Sue^^^fuch  pcrfons  proved  the  fmcerity  of 
Aieir  principles  by  becoming  fbceefeful  adherents  tor 
CMirer  Cromwell.  Thus,  Strafford^s  miftaken,  but 
arbitrary  policy,  contributed  to  lead  Charles  to  the 
Uock5  and  continue  his  children  ki  exile. 

Ko  eircumftantial  account  of  the  preceding  j^ng'tf 
Innft  parliament  has  reached  my  refearch,  nor  iif 
what  particxAar  refpe£ks  it  varied  from,  or  refembled, 
the  Engiiib  model.  This  affords  no  matter  of  fur** 
piiie  to  a  reviewer  of  Irilh  Literature : — many  more 
Important  do<mments  have  perifhed  amid  the  convul-* 
fiona  of  this  haplefs  country,  or  are  lodged  in  the 
vepofitories  of  the  fifter  ifle.  The  reader  can,  howe^ 
ter,  review  the  folemnity,  fplendor,  and  variety  of 
fegal  feftivals  in  Fortefcue,  Coke,  and  Dugdale,^ 
fcr,  however  ill  fiuted  to  modern  ideas,  and  thefe- 
§0K  unfit  for  revival,  they  prove  the  attachment  of 
#ttr  aneefto^  t&  eilabli&ed  uiages  and  ancient  law. 

Such 
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Such  fblemnities  even  originated  in  Noimlin  jnri^ 
prudence^  and  were  upheld  by  equal  zele  in  rival 
^ngdoms9  itiil,  however,  governed  by  a  confider-^ 
able  portion  of  fimilar  cuftoms.  In  France  the  ce- 
remony continued  until  the  late  eventful  Revolu- 
tion, and  is  thus  defcribed  by  an  Author  of  that 
jcountry: 

^^  Cette  jurifdidtion  Bafoche,  compoDtl  de  C\et6c9 
Du  Parliament  inftitu6e  en  130I,  fiit  etablie  pour 
connoitre,  tant  en  Matiere  civile  que  Criminelle  les 
did'drens  qui  naiflbient  entre  les  Clercs  &  contre  les 
Clercs.  Les  Audiences  fe  tenoient,  les  Mercredis 
&  Samedis,  dans  la  Chambre  de  Saint-Louis.  Les 
Arrets  qui  s^y  rendoient  etoient  (kns  aippels;  ils 
commencoient  ainG,  La  Bqfoche '  tegnante  ^  triom" 
phante  &f  titre  (Tbonneur^  SaluL  Ils  fe  terminoient 
par  cette  formule ;  fait  Audit  Reyaume  Le,  &f^  Un 
Arret  Du  Parliament  de  Paris  dil  7  Aout,  1 771,  fit 
exprefles  dcfenfes  de  fe  pourvoir  par  Appel  des  Ar- 
rets de  la  Bafoche.  Thus  was  a  vifitorial  power 
over  its  Members  folemnly  allowed  by  the  Supreme 
National  Tribunal  to  that  fmgular  legal  body,  un- 
der the  eccentric  title  of  Lords  of  Mifrule.  Philippe 
le  Bel  voulut  que  la  <hef  de  la  Bafoche  portat  le 
titre  de  Roi.  Ce.  Roi  de  la  Bafoche,  dans  une  re- 
volte  qu'il  y'cut  in  Guienne,  offrit  a  Henry  IL  le  fe- 
cours  de  fes  fujets,  qui  aoient  au  nombre  de  fix 
mille  Clercs.  L'offre  fut  acceptee :  &  a  leur  retour 
Henry  voulut  les  recompenfer  de  leurs.  bohs  fervi- 
ces ;  ils  remercierent,  en  repondant  qu'ils  etoieat 
toujours  difpof6s  a  fervir  fa  Majefte.    Le  nombre 
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Clercs  de  la  bafoche  alloit  jufqu'a  dix  mille.  Ce 
Roi  de  la  Bafoche  avec  fes  dix  miile  fujets,  6pou- 
vanta  la  dmide  politique  du  Roi  de  France  Henry 
JII 5  il  r£voqua  le  titre  de  RoL 

**  Cette  jurifdiftion  n'eut  plus  de  Roi  a  fa  t^e : 
Le  Chancelier  la  prefida  des  lors.  £lle  6toit  com- 
posce  de  plufieurs  maitres  des  requetes,  d'un  Grand- 
Audiencier,  d*un  teferendaire,  d'un  Procureur  Ge- 
neral &  d'un  Avocat  General,  de  quatre  trefo- 
ricTs^  d'un  greffier,  de  quatre  notaires,  &c.  elle 
portoit  pour  armes  trots  icritoires.  Regions  of  fla- 
yery  bow  to  the  legal  body  like  the  land  of  free- 
dom, but  from  different  motives — ^terror  fyftema- 
tifes  hypocrify  in  the  former,  whilft  felf-interefl  fuf- 
tains  the  zele  of  loyalty  in  the  latter.  **  Les  Ba- 
fochiens  ont  forme  pendant  la  revolution,  un  corps 
de  troupes  fous  un  uniforme  particulier;  habit 
rouge,  epaulette,  &  bouton  en  argent.  lis  ont 
rendu  de  grands  ^fer vices  a  la  cbofe  publique ;  ils 
ont  fuTtout  fignaliS  leur  zele,  en  fe  foumettant,  fans 
aucune  refiftance,  au  dccret  aui  an6antit  leur  cor- 
poration." 

Whatever  pretences  graced  the  outfet  of  Gallic 
innovation,  a  fuppreffion  of  legal  immum'ties  was 
an  ominous  and  natural  prelude  to  the  extinftioQ 
of  the  ancient  code,  and  a  lively  precedent  which 
has  led  to  military  defpotifm  and  the  eftablifbment 
pi  an  iron  Crown. 

Thi* 


144  HISTORY   OF   THE 

in  the  death  of  Strafford,  and  Louis  had  not  a  finr 
gle  courtier,  who,  tempering  military  talents  with 
qvil  (kill,  was  enabled  by  fidelity,  wifdom,  and 
courage  to  prop  a.  tottering  throne,  or  dignify  its 
hlL  .The  death  of  thefe  monarchs  feemed  alfo 
pregnant  with  iimiiar  events  :  the  great  body  of  the 
peoplje  w^  enflaved  by  fuccei&ve  fa^tion^  who 
fcreened  fchemes  of  plunder  under  plaufible  pre** 
tences  of  returning  royalty  or  foreign  attack,  until 
a  military  hypocrite  in  each  country  affumed  fove^ 
reign  power,  and  ezercifed  every  abufe  complained 
of  under  the  exploded  fyftem,  or  introduced  by 
fubfequent  convulfions.  Thus,  as  political  cauies 
produce  unerring  effedts,  the  Britifh  Cabinet  owe 
unceafing  attention  to  the  progrefs,  management, 
and  uniformity  of  the  legal  profeiiion  in  both  iflands, 
and  will  not  therefore  confid^r  its  Situation  in  the 
lefler  kingdom  with  indi^prence  or  negled» 

The  Statute  Book  was  loaded  under  Strafford's 
viceroyalty  with  a  lingular  exhibition  of  legal  fur*- 
plufager— Englifhmen  were  naturalifed  by  Irifh  Afts 
of  Parlian^ent.  There  w^s  in  this  movement  either 
grofs  ignorance,  or  a  deep  and  deflruftive  defign  to 
fap  the  peace,  happinefs,  *  and  property  of  both 
countries.  As  fyftematic  tyranny  was  the  order  of 
the  day,  I  Conceive  the  novelty  to  flow  from  that 
fource,  for  were  the  principle,  thus  confecrated  by 
Parliament,  enforced  by  a  iitnilar  judicial  decifion^ 
landed  property  defcending  upon  fuch  difqualificd 
perfons,  or  inconfiderately  acquired  by  them,  |>e. 
came  inftantly  vefted  in  the  executive  authority. 

Irifh 


Iri/h  abfente^s  transfer  thefe  difabilides  to  chS** 
dren,  and  Englifhmen  intituled  to  Iriib  eftates  were 
fimilarly  circumftanced.  What  a  theatre  for  calitk 
and  extenfive  transfer  of  landed  income  from  the 
SubjeA  to  the  Crown !  Servility  alone  could  diflblvd 
the  Gordian  knot,  under  which  preflure  the  politi- 
cal Conftitution  muft  perifli.  This  profpedive  of 
courtly  power  and  wealth  vaniflied  with  the  removal 
of  Strafford,  and  ami4  more  alarming  conyuIfions« 
This  obfolete  principle  is  not  difcufied  to  illaftratd 
ancient  Law,  but  to  roufe  fellow-iubjef^s  in  both 
UlsLnds  againft  legiflative  innovations,  efpecially  of 
the  declaratory  kind,  for  popular  flappers  are  often 
neceflary  to  lionefl,  fomnolent  reprefentatives.  The 
precedent  extrad  proves  that  Ireland  could  not  be 
ihook  in  property  or  freedom,  without  difpen(ing 
tx>  Great  Britain  Ibmewhat  beyond  the  evil  of  ex« 
ample,  but  under  prefent  circumftances,  general  le- 
gal variations  equally  affed  our  united  Empire. 

r 

Strafford  did  not  difcontinue  his  infpe^ion  or  ma* 
aiagement  of  the  King's  Iniis  amid  the  higher  ton* 
cerns  of  his  ftation ;  we  therefote  find,  that  in  the 
year  1 634,  he  prevsuled  upon  that  obfequious 
Bench  to  releafe  the  tight  of  the  Society  to  boufea 
.enjoyed  by  Mr.  Robert  Meredith  near  the  Inn^. 
The  reader  may  wifh  to  knpw  who  this  gentleman 
vas,  and  what  marked  his  fubfeqaent  career^— ^hc 
was  a  native  of  this  country,  but  ilrengthened  by 
the  patronage  of  that  Viceroy.  Under  fuch  influ« 
ience  he  acquired  confiderable  property,  by  dividing 
the  fpoil  with  litigants  whofe  title  was  doubtful,  by 
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IMRtfg  Coint  prote^on,  and  obta^fig  grants' of 
idGoqudnts^^  dfefb.  Ulius  arrayed  he  entered  the 
Farlknient  of  1639,  vnth  the  modeft  addidoa  of 
Oenthsman^  which  his  a^e  fervility  and*  aitil^tioi^ 
Iboti  eicchanged  for  the  ncnk  of  Knighthood,  and 
Chancellor  of  tbe  Exchequer,  aa  office  at  that  timd 
of  raLviky  and  reafonabfe  emolument,  btit  Dttte  duty, 
ft*om  the  rtianagement  of  the  Irifli  Tteafnry,  by  the 
i^rfonal  authority  of  the  Viceroy,  and  a  tbtar  wane 
df  eqtity  bufinefs  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer- 

Off  *e  fell  of  iSfrttftbrd,  Re  tt^  tod  well  knowit 
fty  the  ruling  powers  to  receive  from  them  diftnifllal 
6t  difgrace.-  "With  an  equal  difpofitioh  to  tyranny 
^d  plunder,  he  paifed  with  aftite  and'  obfequiouft 
ftypocriiy  through  the  political  cHangte  of  his  time. 
Th^  eveniAg  of  tUs  tSe  was  dignified  by  die  confol- 
uig  reflexion,  that  he  had  been  the  a£Uve  tool  of 
Strafford,  and  every  fucceffive  tyrant  whh  whoni 
Ireland  was  cuifed  for  thirty  year^.  In  the  year 
^"^i^y  James  Barry,  fecond  Baron  of  the  Elxchequer, 
was  appointed  Tteafurer ;  with  an  equal  portion 
of  prudence  and  perfonal  virtue  as  Meredith,  he 
baffed  through  a  fimilar  fcenery,  and  on  the  reftora- 
hdn  was  raifed  to  the  peerage,  whilft  fomc  of  his  ju- 
dicial colleagues  were  conveyed  to  Tyburn.  This 
ttiifiion  of  Strafford  was  well  quaBfied  to  be  a 
f^j  upon  the  S?>ciety,  and  execute  the  msmdatcs^ 
*f  his  matter,  or  report  tht  defeult. 

V  That  Viceroy  ihcreafed  tfie  number  of  Serjeants 
jQC  La%  ^hich  tank  m  preceding  mgfu  was  con^ 
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tineci  to  bd^  lawyer,  as  that  ordex"  Wa^  never  com 
ferred.  In  this  country  in  the  ordinary  way,  nor  any 
limitation  to  I^rafticers  of  that  dafs  in  the  Irifh 
CoUrt  of  Common  Pleas«     The  stncibnt  name  of 
King's  Seijeant  was  theh  diftifed,  and  the  Prime  and 
Second  Serjeant  became  the  accu  domed  di(lin£lion 
of  title.    The  precedetice  of  the  former  remained^ 
however,  untouched,  and  he  was  conftantly  confi* 
dered  as  a  Circuit  Judge  y  for  we  find,   that  about 
this  time  Prime  Serjeant  Catlyn  died  on  Circuit  at 
Trim*    Sttafford  immediately  ordered  the  Second 
Serjeant  (then  raifed  to  the  rank  of  Prime)  to  finifll 
in   Cadyn^s  room,   and  this  iti  oppofition  to  the 
Chancellor's  fly  recommendation  bf  another,    tt  is 
true,  he  did  not  flandet  the  Second  Serjeant,  (after- 
wards the  well  known  Sir  Maurice  Euftace)  but 
merely  faid,  that  he  had  not  neceifaries  to  gOy  and 
the  other  gentleman  lived  near  Trim^     Now  EuH 
tacc's  refidence  at  Caftle  Martin  was  hot  30  wllez 
fi-om  that  afBze  townl    To  fuch  awkward   ffiifts 
does  a  luft  of  patronage  and  appetite  for  jobbing  re^ 
duce  even  an  able  man ! 


Strafford  jperfeVercdj  and  upoti  principles  in  which 
1  heartily  agree  with  him,  as  that  fagacious  ftatet  • 
tnan  added,  that  Euftace  was  equipped  with  the  in- 
difpenfable  neceifaries  of  a  Circuit  Judge,  "  learning 
and  integrity^'*    Thus  that  rank  (toad,  and  was  con- 
ftantly filled  by  accompliflied  men.      In  the  year 
1716,  the  new  ofiice  of  Third  Serjeant  yas  added 
in  the  perfon  of  an  able  and  honed  Lawyer — Mr* 
^erwards  Lord  Chancellor  Jocelyn,  a  promotion 
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faid  to  be  effected  by  his  youthful  companion,  the 
well  known  Earl  of  Hardwicke.  That  nobleman 
tefifted,  in  1755,  an  attempt  to  ptit  down^  by  Aft 
of  Parliament,  the  Englifh  order  of  Serjeant,  and 
open  their  Court  to  the  Bar  at  large ;  a  decifive 
proof  what  advice  he  would  give  his  grandfon  on 
the  late  arrangement.  Similar  fentiments  operated 
ori  my  late  dear,  and  ever  honored  friend,  Lord  Vit 
count  Avonmore^  who  often  mentioned  to  me  his 
wifh,  that  fuch  order,  as  at  Common  Law,  (hould 
be  eftablifhed  in  this  kingdom,  and  King's  Ser- 
jeants felefted  from  that  body  as  in  England.  Nor 
had  t  any  reafon  to  differ  from  that  great  man,  but 
a  Gonvidion  that  the  union  of  both  iflands  was  ce* 
mented  by  the  want  of  an  original  Inn  of  Court  in 
Ireland^  His  Solicitor  General  was  an  unprincipled 
native,  who  was  obliged  to  a£t  under  an  Englifiv- 
inan  imported  by  Strafford.  Richard  Oibaldefton 
became  Attorney  General  of  Ireland,  and  died  in 
that  office.  His  fucceffor,  Thomas  Tempeft,  fuc- 
ceedcd  in  1640.  The  fon  -of  the  former,  George 
Wentworth,  a  near  relation  of  Strafford,  and  the 
heir  of  his  favourite  prelate,  Bramhall,  were  called 
to  the  Bar  under  Cromwell's  ufurpation,  cunningly 
concealing  an  hatred  to  the  ruling  powers,  from  at- 
tention to  property,  or  a  profpefl:  pf  perfonal  pro- 
motion. 

A  clear  and  critical  hiftory  of  this  ifland  is  pe- 
culiarly aflapted  to  a  Lawyer's  pen.  In  moft  coun- 
tries revolutions  Sow  from  a  combination  of  caufes, 
and  may  be  accurately  traced  to  difierent  fources. 
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In  this  country  a  denial  or  mifmterpretation  of  Law 
led  to  all  its  con vulfions.-— The  former  vice  marked 
the  reigns  of  the  Tudors  and  Plantagenet3,  and  the 
latter,  weakly  direfted  to  abfolute  power,  difgraced 
and  dethroned  the  Stuarts.  In  eyery  warfare  of 
Iriflinien,  afHvity,  ftrength,  and  courage,  have 
been  eminently  difplayed,  and  thus  f^r  may  animate 
pofterity  to  fimilar  exertions,  but  the  fcenes  have 
been  too  limited  for  military  improvement,  or  ex- 
ertions of  exalted  genius,  even  where  they  fed  to 
molt  iinportant  events. 

Thefe  obfenrations  apply  to  that  period  when  the 
mifgovernment  of  Charles,  and  maladminiftration  of 
StraflFord,  conduced  the  inhabitants  of  Ireland,  of 
every  feft  and  party,  into  the  moft  general,  laft- 
ing,  and  fanguinary  civil  war  recorded  in  domeftic 
annals.  The  King's  Inns  Society  clofed  on  ihe  ap- 
proach  of  thatftruggle. 

The  prefent,  therefore,  •appears  the  proper  peilo4 
to  defcribe  a  legal  cpnteft  which  the  Society  had, 
about  the  grant  of  the  King's  Inn«,  and  to  it  may 
be  principally  imputed  the  decayed  ftate  of  that 
mdnaftery,  and  a  total  want  of  proper  improvement 
correfpondent  to  the  .growth  of  the  jpapital,  ,or  the 
Judgment  and  wealth  of  its  legal  inhabStantsi.  This 
impediment  hung' over  the  inftitution  from  its  re- 
vival until  the  clofe  of  Charles  II/s  reign,  ?ind  was 
occaiionally  broiight  into  public  exhibition  in  pro« 
portion  as  the  claimant  had  pecuniary  refources  or 
fhiniilerial  influence  to  fepopd  the  attack. 

Along 
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A  long  contefl  was  laid  before  Strafford^  and  ftorx\. 
the  fingularity  of  the  parties  concerned,  was  tranf- 
initted  to  England.  The  complainant  Walter  Ufher, 
an  Alderman  of  Dublin,    denve4  under  Thoma^ 
ifarl  of  Ormpnd,  who  obtained  a  grant  from  the 
Cro\vn»    The  mutual  pleadings  recognife  our  pre^ 
ceding  defcription,  and  particularly  ^  grant  to  the 
Chief  Judges,  jtnd  Qther  profejfors  of  the  Law.    Thd 
point  in  dUpute  was  the  validity  of  the  grant  to  the 
Earl,  pn  account  of  deceiving  the  Cro\vn,  ^nd  be- 
ing in  fiireft  oppofition  to  fi  refervatioi>   therein. 
Whilft  VJher  denying  the  preceding  charges,   im- 
puted a  fimilar  ^efe£t  and  decreit  to  tlie  tenure  of  the 
Society,    who  derived  under  Sir   John  Davk,  to 
yirhom  the  Crown  had  conveyed  the  premifes^  and  of 
which  h^  b^d  enfeofied  the  then  Judges,  ^nd  divert 
Qtheriy  profeffbrs  of  the  Lawy  to  the  ufe,  and  upon  pon- 
fidence  that  the  premifes  fhould  iox  eyet  be  a  place 
for  the  **  refidenfe  for  the  Judges  of  his  Iqngdom, 
and  other  profsffors  of  the  Ltnv  near  thp  citye  of 
Dublin*'*    The  anfwer  further  ftates,  "  that  for  that 
the  Judges  and  other  profeffors  of  the  L^w,  were  fwe 
body  corporate^  i^or  capaffle  of  any  don^iim  in  fee  fim* 
pie.*'     It  was  demifed  to  certain  Mem{)ers  of  the 
Society  for  a  term  of  3 1  ycars^  with  an  intent  on 
tjie  part  of  the  Crown  to  renew  the  fame.     The  lat- 
ter fuggeftlon  \yas  warranted  by  fact,  and  in  other 
refpefts  >vould  be  but  a  becoming  compliment  %q 
the  pfefumed  wifdom  of  thp  Crown. 

This  caufe  was  prefented,  and  the  pleadings  ad- 
drefiSed  to  ^e  Pcppty,  not  merply  becaufe  the  Judges 

were 


-were  parties  concerned,  but  as  it  was  the  reci^gmfe^ 
cuftom  of  that  day.  &]x  ftjenry  Sydney  .exprefles  9 
particular  pleafure  on  Ae  appouuoient  of  J)o6lor 
Wefton,  an  eminent  CivUiao^  and  J)ean  of  thci 
Arches,  to  the  ^Gretf  ^al  of  Jbeland-  TbfH  wijb 
and  honeft  Deputy  ^ds,  ^  he  will  be  ther^  ^d 
from  the  nfual  drudgery  of  iiearing  private  xavfe^ 
and  enabled  todireift  iiis  unweacied  attention  ^0  the 
general  conccsrns  of  Ae  kic^doiQ/'  73ie  reader 
muft,  however,  treinble  for  th^  iBtuatioa  of  ikfi 
fubjeA ;  Iriihmen  lay  expo£?d,  not  to  the  imperioug 
mandate  of  a  Viceroy  alone,  they  felt  peiimanent 
eftablifliments  in  the  PrefideBjCy  'Courts  widi  finiilar 
authority,  and  in  which  Jthe  Officers  of  Juftice  bff 
regular  fucceffioB  acquired  gresit  Imded  prop«rty. 

No  final  dectfioa  appears  to  be  traofnttted  iromi 
£ngland.  But  a  .pathetic  appeal  closfoslthe  de£snce» 
which)  iiK>ugh  it  ought  not  to\a¥ail  ;^ainft  the  juft 
jclaim  of  an  individual,  meiics  re(ped  and  i^fpero- 
brance,  as  pregnant  alike  with  wifdom  ajid  pubUp 
ipint.  "  it  recites  the  neceflity  that  proyifion  be 
made  for  a  place,  in  whk^  ali  the  J^ga  imay  re- 
fute together  in  one  Society,  %olL  io  force  ihem  .to 
divide  ^and  difperfe  shemfelvc^  into  fever^  place«^ 
hut  heidn  %o  obfi^ve  the  couries  tafcsn  in  £;ogldn4« 
and  to  conform  thereto  as  near  as  xnay  be.  " 

I  am  fef&ciently  riscon^isfed  for  an  obfeure,  la^ 
i)orious^  and  unprofitable  refearch,  by  the  €oin<i- 
dence  of  iuch  men :  their  opinion  ihall  aUb  aniimt^ 
me  to  fas  the  profeiion  on  a  footing  XorreCpondent 
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jon,  and  confidercd  as  part  of  this  city,  under  iht 
appellations  of  UJhet^ s-I^uayj  and  I/latidy  whilft  the 
lioithern  portion  bears  the  names  of  fuccefsful  foli- 
/citors  or  grantees. 

Lord  Strafford  mi^tA  to  govern  the  Members  by 
^folate  authority,  and  under  fuch  influence  to  di.^ 
re£t  their  learning  in  fupport  of  his  civil  and  r^Ii^^ 
gious  principles:  yet  architedural  improvement^ 
were  meditated  on  a  fcale  adequate  to  his  magnani* 
pious  difpofition, — ^The  Four  Courts  were  to  be 
newly  built  upon  that  fite,  with  a  fuitable  repofitory 
fpx  national  Records,  an  Admiralty,  Star  Cham- 
t)er,  and  Prerogative  Court,  together  with  ^  Par- 
liament Houfe,  and  a  furrounding  Square  to  a& 
commodate  legal  Pradicers  of  every  clafs. 

Tlie  patient  and  enlightened  reviewer  of  his  ad# 
miniftration  muft  frequently  fufpend  a  deteftation  of 
atrocious  and  unrenjitting  tyranny  in  juft  adniira- 
tion  of  the  profound  ^nd  politic  ideas  which  flowed 
from  his  genius  difpenfmg  immediate  benefits  to  the 
nation,  and  ejctending  them  to  reraoteft  pofterity,  if 
monopoly  plundered  the  inhabitants,  or  paralyfed 
competition :  yet  new  fpurces  of  trade  were  opened, 
and  crippled  branches  of  commerce  revived^ 

Strafford  feemed  thoroughly  to  underftand  the 
nature  of  the  Irilh  foil,  and  the  concealed,  as  well 
as  the  oftenfible  materials  for  manuiadure  or  wealth 
which  grace  this  Angular  ifland.  That'  enterprifing 
Deputy  perfoaally  embarked  in  thefe  laudable  pur* 
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Ms,  and  by  (he  blended  weight  of  prenogadre  or 
parchafe,  acquired  an  innnenfe  landed  eftate  in  Ire^ 
land.  In  proportion  as  enlightened  fagacity  induce4 
him  to  thmk  highly  of  the  country,  a  fpirit  of  ty- 
ranny, iecond^d  by  official  pride^  urged  him  to  hate 
or  defpife  the  inhabitants.  Difgufted  with  the 
{awning  fervility  of  courtiers,  or  inflamed  by  the  per«- 
fevermg  fpirit  of  opponents,  his  con4v£t  feemed  to 
wa.Ter  anud  fhp  preceding  extremes,  whereby-  ac** 
knowleged  talents  were  ufelefs  to  hh  Sovereign,  and 
nnnous  to  the  peace  of  both  countries,  in  unceaf- 
iiig  atteroprs  to  controial  politic^  freedom,  he  was 
crael,  capricious,  and  corrupt,  yet  the  volume  of 
internal  legtflation  owes  to  ht^i  a  great  and  Ta|ad 
iiapioyenient,  which  k  well  worthy  the  perulat  and 
attentiYe  obfenration  of  real  patriots. 

It  an  adoption  of  beneficial  Engh'A  Statutes,  tbt 
two  preceding  icigns  rmift  yield  the  palm  to  Strata 
ford's  fmgle  adrnmiftration.  It  is  my  intehtioii 
merely  to  ^courage  enquiry,  s^nd  not  make  a  com« 
nientary,  but  where  fingpUo-jty  qpcurs-^&Hm  notice 
xaierits  ezcufe. 

It  feems  laws,  hoftile  to  ppblk  pe^tce  or  peribna} 
fccttrity,  ftill  difgraced  the  Statute  Book,  though 
Ac  Deputies  of  Elifabeth  or  James  gave  to  the  fub- 
jeft  an  apparently  fmcere,  but  partial  or  tranfient 
review.  One  circumftance  merits  peci|liar  and  per- 
msWenl  attention :  Statutes  are  referred  to  in 
James's  repealing  Aft,  wfcich  are  not  in  print,  yet 
|keai|y  two  centuries  h*ve  el^fed  without  removing 
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the  nadonal  difgrace  by  an  authorifed  and  accurate  . 
inipedion  of  the  Parliament  Rolls. 

Strafford's  legifladon  is  not  without  blemiih,  nor  can . 
itboaftof  profound  or  originalideas;  however,  its  hum- 
ble imitation,  and  ufeful  variety,  merits  confiderable 
approbation.    His  immediate  management  of  the 
people  violated  every  hereditary  or  acquired  habit, 
which  could  rifult  from  £ngli(h  Liberty  or  Law. 
Under  fuch  dominion,  what  reafonable  hope  of  na- 
tional induftry  or  union  ?   To  be  thus  a  patron  of 
commerce  or  learning,  is  a  contradidion  in  terms  i . 
though  his  great  perfonal  boaft  was  to  extend  botb» 
the  real  objeft  inclmed  to  encreafe  taxation,  and 
make  learning  among  Irifhmen  an  inftrument  of  na- 
tional fervitude.    The  ufual  operation  of  each  would 
be  thus  counteracted,  and  fociety  bereaved  of  their 
bed  t&&&p    Without  fatiguing  the  reader  by  a  {xar- 
ticular  or  lengthened  illufhation^  two  alterations  in 
the  Dublin  Univerfity  were  peculiarly  ill  fuited  to 
that  time,  and  have  contributed  to  check  the  pro^ 
greft.  of  general  learning,  and  ^the  Proteftant  reljr 
glon  in  Ireland* 

The  native  language  was  forbidden,  and  its  type$ 
became  a  fubjed  for  feifure,  or  punifliment  of  thofc 
who  concealed  thpm.  Fellowfhips  were  alfo  granted 
for  life,  which  prevepted  a  difperfion  of  clergymen 
remarkably  learned  through  the  nation.— -Such  per- 
fons  ought  alfo  to  receive  the  peculiar  favour  pf  Go- 
vernment. In  our  time  t^  preceding  mealures  tend 
to  no  general  mifchjef,  though  they  exhibit  a  fpirit 
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of  tyranny  counterafting  at  that  period  found  poli- 
tical judgment.  The  King's  Inns  Society  yieWed 
to  the  external  prelTure  of  Vice  Regal  authority  and 
craft,  yet  the  interior  concerns  were  managed  with 
moderation,  integrity,  and  ceconomy.  Ah  authen- 
tic extradl  fliall  be  given  to  juftify  the  preceding  re- 
mark: 

Die  Veneris  tredecimo  die  A prilis,  1638,  compo- 
tus  Mauricii  Euilace  armigeri,  primarii  fervientis 
domini  regis,  ad  legem  infra  regnum  fuum  Hiber* 
else,  ac  tfaefaurarii  hujus  hofpirii  de ,  denariis  per  ip- 
fum  receptis,  virtute  difti  officii  fui  thefaurarii  ad 
ufum  diSd  hofpitii,  tempore  quo  ofHcium  illud  tene- 
bat,  fdlicet  a  vicefimo  fecundo  die  Novembris,  anno 
regni  di£li  domini  regis  duodecimo,  ufque  ad,  deci- 
mum  tertium  diem  Aprilis,  anno  quatuor  decimo 
regni  ejufdem  domini  Regis. 

i 

Idem  Mauritius  fefe  oneravit  cum  viginti  duobus 
Vibris  undecim  folidis  et  fek  denariis  fterlingis,  per 
ipfum  receptis,  a  Jacobo  Barry  aritiigero,  fecundo 
barone  iaccharii  domini  Regis  Hibernise,  nuper 
Thefaurarii  hofpitii  predicli,  vicefimo  fecundo  die 
Novembris,  anno  1636,  pro  denariis  in  manibus 
fms  exifteptibus  de  remanehtia  compotus  fui 
22I.  IIS.  6d.— Et  fubter  oneravit  fecum  feparalibus 
denariorum  fummis  fubfcriptis,  quibus  in  terminis 
fubfequentibus,  recepit  pro  admiffione  perfonarum 
fubnominatarum  &  fuper  rotulum  penfionum, 
viz.  In  termino  St.  Michaeli^  1636,  curia  de  bancfo, 
De  Richardo  Denny  generofo,    los. — ^De    Jacobo 
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t)arcyi  AWnig«ro,  il.  i  js*  4d^--fuper  rotulum  peri- 
fionum  termino  predi£lo  &I.  i6s.  4d.*'^In  termino 
Hilani,  1636^7^  De  Thomas  Proftor,  Afmigero^- 
a.  13s.  4d^ — De  Roberto  Ardagh^  Generofoi 
*ios.«— De  Thoma  Mara,  Arm^ero,  aX.  138.  4d*-^— 
De  Geraldo  Fkz-Gerald,  Generofo^  «os.--^8  Jan* 
De  Richardo  Talbot,  Ai^migero,  ah'  13s.  4d.-— 36r^ 
Jan.  De  Johanne  Kelly,  Gcnefofo,  ios.-*-De  Chrif- 
tophoro  Turner^  Generofo^  los. — De  Richarda 
(Kbaldifton,  Afmigero,  Attumato,  (Domini  £Le-* 
gisy  Generali)  2I.  i^s.  4^.-31  Jan.  De  Jacobo 
Walle^  Armigero^  2I.  13s.  4d.— i  Feb^  De  Philip- 
|K>  Perciyalf  Milifie^  2L  1 3g^  4d. — 3  Feb.  t)e  Patrn 
cio  Cfaamberiki^  Armigero,  2!.  136.  4d.-^  Feb^ 
De  WiUielmo  Ryves,  Armigero,  2L  13s.  4d.— «j 
Mar.  De  WiUielit^  Flunket,  Armigero,  2h  1 384  4d. 
— De  Jacobo  Cuiack^  Armigero,  ll.  13s.  4d.-^ 
Super  rotulum  jpenfionum  iftitis  termiav  6L  lys. 

la  termino  Pafchae,  163/,  28  Apr.  De  RaduU 
pho  Lebeotrop,  Armigero,  2I.  13s.  4d.-^6  May/  . 
De  Johstnne  Daly,  Armigero,  2I.  13s.  4d.**— 27 
May,  De  WiUiehno  Sambach,  Armigero,  fecnndo 
Serviente  Domini  Regis  ad  legem  pro  admiifione 
iui  ad  menfam  jit(|:iciariorum  iL  6s.  8d. — Super 
Rotulum  Penfioncto  ift.  ter.  61*  5$.^^In  termino^ 
Trkntatis,  ^637,  idemque  con^utans  oner^vit  fe 
cum  qain({Uaginca  libris  fterlingis  per  ipfum  receptii 
de  Randall  Beckett,  Geaerbfo,  qaos  predi&us  Ran^ 
dall  fotvit  ad  ufimt  hujus  ];iofpitii,  pro  fine  pro  ter« 
mino  annomm  fibi  hSky  in  reddittione  de  gardina 
ct  domo  in  4u»  modo  uteibitat,  5ol.~Super  Ro« 

tulum 
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U&ttok  ffenfiotaHttl  iftiod  tennint^  &L — In  to^mmo  St^ 
Mchaelis^  '^379  ^^  Patricio  Kirwao^  Armi^ 
geroy  q\.  1 3s.  4dd-*-De  Galfrido  Brown^  Armigero^ 
iL  1 38.  4dtf  De  HogoBe  Dudley^  Generoib,  i  os«-*— 
De  llMmia  Lovelock,  Gcnerofo^  iM.-^De  Ter^ 
niao  Hilara,  1657-^8,  De  Philippo  Fernfley,  Ar^- 
tnigero^  iL  138. 4d. — ^De  E^gemo  Dun^  Geaerolb^ 
ioi4*^-Dc  Stfxiudi  MuUyiietix,  GeaerofO|  io8««-> 
Sumnia  totalis  reeqpdoniHn  di^«  comp*  148IV 
§9$.  iod» 

Ex  quitnis  denariorum  >  fammis^  idem  Mauritius 

|rctk  >  ^odlitioReai  feparalium  funuaarum  fubfcrip* 

ttruny  qiias  ptr  mandatum  jafticiariorum  pf edic^ 

torum  fohrit  perfoms  fubnominatis  modo  &  formi 

feqiieotS^    iriz^  SoTutam  pcf  ipfum   computanteia 

Randatt  Beckett   15''  Disccmbris,    i^3;^9    5L   od* 

^i'^hitum  iKdk>  R«  Beckett,  li''  die  MaJi,  1637, 

3ol.-^Solutii{ii  per  ipfum  compotantem  4.  die  Juliii 

16375  Albone  Leverott,  pro  novo  'fibro  admiilio-< 

Run^  tol.-^oliuum  per  ipfum  prefatmn  compu^ 

tantem  Raadalt  Beckett  quinto  deckno  die  Julii^ 

¥637,*  ibkitum  per  ipfum  computantem  Martina 

Bhiden  timgn^boj  pro  bbro  akl'mtifionum  predi^,  4k 

firiatum   pier    ipfum   Computantem    prefato   Raiv 

Ml  Beckett,  feptimo  die  Novembris,  ^6379*  Sola^ 

ton  pteiatD  R.  Beckett,  lo.  die  Novembris,  1637,^ 

Sotutom  difto  R.  Beckett,   7.  die  Feb;  1637,*-^- 

1311.  178.   fumina  totalis  ad  fohitimi^n  di£ti  cooi^ 

pucanfis  ik  remanet  in  manibus  di£ti  eomputantis, 

171.  M.  lod.'^^Et  remanet  in  manibus  di£ti  Rao* 

4aU  Beckett  ad  itfum  hujus  hofpitii  ultra  ordinaria 

demanda 
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d'emanda  fua,  allocatur,  per.  Geo*  Shirley^  Ru  BoU 
ton,  Sa.  Mayart  Wm.  Ry veS* 

Memorandum  quod  apud  confilitim  tentum  apud 
le  Kinge  Inns  De  Courte  juxta  Dublin,  tredecimo 
die  Aprilis^  Anno  regni  Domini  Regis*  nunc  Caroli 
decimo  quarto,  Willielmus  Ryves  miles  unus  jufti^ 
ciariorum  capitalis  placiafe  ejofdem  Domini  Regis^ 
regni  fui  Hibernias,  nominatus  &  eleftus  fuit^  nt 
Thefaurarius  Hujus  hofpitii  pro  uno  anno  integro 
fequenti. 


Die  veneris  feptemdedmo  die  Mail,  i6^^ 
potus  Willielmi  Ryyes  militis,  unius  jufticiariorum 
curise  capitalis  placias,  domini  R^is,  regni  fui  lii« 
bemise  ArmigefOi  Thefaurarii  hujus  hof]Htii,  de  dena- 
tiis  per  ipfltm  receptis^  rirtute  officii  fui  predidi  ad 
ilfum  didi  hofpitii,  tempore  quo  officium  illud  exe- 
quebatur,  fdlicet  a  tredecimo  die  Apriiis  anno  Re- 
gis, Caroli  nunc  Angiiae,  8cotiae,  Frandae,  &  Hi- 
bernise  quatuordedmo,  ufque.  -ad  feptem  decimum 
diem  Maii  anno  regni  di^li  Domini  Regis^  nunc 
dedmo  quinto.  Idem  Willielmus  fefe  oneravtt  in 
feptemdecim,  libris,  duobus  folidis,  et  decern 
denariis,  per  ipfum  receptis,  a  Mauritio  EuftacC) 
Armigero,  nuper  Thefaurario  hujus  hofpitii,  trede* 
cimo  die  Apriiis,  pro  denariis  in  manibus  fuis  exif* 
tentibus  de  remanentia  compotus  fui^  17L  2s.  lod. 
— Et  (imiliter  oneravit  fe  cum  feparalibus  denario- 
rum  fummis  fubfcriptis,  quibus  in  terminis  fubfe- 
quentibus,  recepit  fuper  Rottula  penfionum  et  pro 
admiiSone  perfonarum  fubnominatarum. 

Termino 
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•  tetthmo  Pifchs^,  1638,  De  Johanne  Taylor; 
Armigero,  2l.  13s.  4d« — Super  Rottulum  penfio- 
hum  ejufdem  termini,  6 1.  78.  4d. — ^Termino  Trini- 
iatii;  1638,  De  ftobertb  Fradfbfd,  Gen^rofo,  los. 
*-De  Georgio  Turnor^  Generofo,  i6s.-*-De  Ca- 
tolo  Smith;  C»enef6fo,  tos.— De  Thoma  Richard- 
Ion,  G^hefofo^  iSs.-^dpef  Rbttulum  f)enfionuni 
ejufdem  termini,  7!,  isi  8d.^— Tenriind  Michaelis, 
1638,  De  Wlllielmo  Hore,  Arrrtigero,  ^L  138.  4d. 
— De  Bartholomaeo  Fitz-Gerald,  Arm^  2I.  1 3s.  4d,; 
-^De  Rogefo  JBrereton,  Armigeroj  il.  13s.  4d. — 
De  Olivero  Jones,  Arinigefo,  iU  2 js.  4d. — De 
Thoma  Bennet  pro  redditu  cervifiarii  debito  termind 
prediAo,  iI.  6s.  8d.— Super  Rottulum  Penfiotiuni 
cJuTdttn  termini^  gl. — ^Terfiiinp  tiaarii,  1*638—9^ 
De  Gulielmo  Brent,  Artiiigero,  St.'  2I.  138.  4d. — ^^ 
De  Fhilippd  Yorke,  Afmigero,  St.  2I.  13s.  4d. — 
De  Thomi  B^nndft,  Generbfo^  pro'  redditii  dervifi.* 
ariorum  debito  termitfo  pr^diftb',  il.  6s.  8d. — Siiper 
Rottulum  penfionum  ej\ifdeni  termini,  61.  3s.  4d.— 
Receptum  a  Randall  Beckett  pro  denariis  ^r  ipfiim' 
ieceptis  iid  tifum  hofpitii  a  Abrahamo  Moyes, 
81.  J  2S. — Suihma  totalis  receptionum  difti  compu- 
tan'tis,  76I.  13s.  I  od; 

Ex  qiiibus  vero  denatiis  idem  Thefauranus  petit 
^.llocationem  feparalium  denaribrum  fummis  fub-' 
fcriptis  quas  pet  mandatdm  jufticiariorum'  folvebat 
pcrfonis  fubilominatls  modo  &'  forma  fequtnti,  viz. 
Sblutnm  per  ipfum  comptitantem  Raiidall  primb  die 
Februarii,  1639,  aol. — Solutum  per  ipfum  comjpu- 
toitemdifto  Randall  Beckett,  i6.'dieMaii,  1639, 

M  36I. 
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361.4s.  4d. — Sic  Remanet  in  manibus  di&i  ecHnpn* 
tantjs,  3oI.  gs.  6d. 

Memoiandtnn  qood  apod  confiCum'  tentum  apod 
k  King's  Inns  de  Courte,  jiucta  Dublin^  fcptemde-' 
cimodie  Mali,  1639^  anno  Regni  Domini  R.egi» 
Buoc  Caroliy  Scotise,  Fr^idae,  €t  Hibernis  quia-' 
decimo,  Jacobus  Donellan,  Armigtri  unus  jufti-* 
dariorum  comtnunis  banci  ejofdeHi  Domini'  Regi^^ 
risgni  fui  HSberniae  {^aedifte  nomtnatiiu  &  €le£h» 
fuit^  nt  Thefaurarias  hujus  hofpitii  pro  uno  anno 
integTO  fequeate-^e  veneris  Yicefimc  Junii^    anna 

Compofos  Jacobi  DoneDan,  Armigerit  un«s  jut 
dciariorum  Domini  Regis  Curise  fua;  de  Banco  z6 
Thelaorarii  hnjus  hofpitii  de  denariis  per  4>fum  re^^ 
ceptk  virtute  didi  officii  ad  nfum  predi^  lio^iui 
tempore  quo  officium  iHud  exequebatui',  fcilicet  2 
feptemdecimo  die  Maii,  anno  Regis  Carbli  nunc 
15^.  nfque  ad  vicefimum  diem  Junu  anno  regni  di£li 
domini  Regis^  nunc  fexdecimo*  Idem  Jacobns  iefe 
oneravit  cum  viginti  libris  novem  folidis  fesc  denarii» 
per  ipfum  receptis,  a  WHIielmo  Ryves  milite  noper 
Thefaurario  hofpitii  predi£tiy  feptemdecimo  die 
Maii»  1639^  P^^  denariis  in  exiftentibvs  de  rema^ 
nentia  compotus  fui,  20K  95.  6d.— ^£t  fctiicee  one* 
ravit  fe  cum  feparalibus  denariorum  fummis  fub^ 
fcriptis  ad  ufum  di^  hofpitii,  viz.  Pro  admiffion^ 
Termini  Pafchse,  1 639,  De  Thoma  3rowne,  Gene«' 
rofO|  ios»-^De  ThomaBennet,  pro  redditu  eoddii 
terminoy  iL  6s.  8d. — ^De  Gofny  MoUoy,  los.— Su« 

per 
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per  ftottulum  {^enfioaum  termmo  pred.  6).— -Ter« 
mkio  Trinitatk)  i^39^  ^  Thoma  Bennet  pro  red« 
ditu  cervifiaril  eodem  termino,  il.  6s.  8d.*— De 
Georgio  Carlton,  Armigero,  2I.  i^s.  4d. — Sap^ 
kotrulum  penlionum  eodem  teriniiio,  5].  i6s. — > 
Tertnino  St.  Michaelisi  165$,  De  Thoma  Spring* 
ham,  Generofoy  les* — De  Patricio  Boyton,  Ar* 
migeroi  ah  i^s.  4di — De  •  Johanne  Baker,  Cene^ 
rofo,  io8.»^De  Johanne  Hely,  Armigero,  ah  15s.  4di 
«*— Super  Rottuliim  penfionum  termino  pred.  61. 

Tertnino  St.  Hilarii,  i639«--4o,  De  llioma  Ben- 
net  pro  prima  folutione  per  ipfum  datd.  pro  cervi&< 
uio  et  fuper  rotul.  penfionum  tertmno  predi&o, 
1516s. — Termmo  Pafchas,  1640,  De  Thoma  Ben- 
MpfD  fecUnda  &  plena  fdlutione  confideraf.  per 
ipfum  datum  pro  cervifiario  predido,  rol.-— Si:q)et 
Rottolum  peicfionum  termino  predifto^  4!.  iis.*-^ 
Teraiino  Trinitatls,  1640,  De  Johanne  Forfter. 
Geno'ofe,  ibs. — ^De  Rkhardo  Shee,  Arnugero^ 
ftl.  1 38k  4d.-^nper  Rottnlum  penfionum  termino 
predido^  5l.  5s. — Sunima  totalis  receptionum  di^ 
cofflputantis,  89!.  4s.  2d» 

Ex  quibus  idem  computans  fblvcbat  iepardet 
ftitnmas  fequentes  per  mandaitum  juftidariorum  hu^ 
JQ»hofpttii.  Sobtum  per  ipfiim  R.  Beckett,  12% 
JaUi,  1639,  iol«  7s.  iod« — Solo  turn  per  ipfum  pre* 
fiito  R.  Beckett,  1.  Dec«  1 639,  lol.—'-Solutuni  per 
ipfum  prelato  R*  Beckett,  11.  Feb.  i639-r-4a,  loK 
Solutum  per  ipfum  prefato  R.  Beckett,  i  o.  die  Junii^ 
1640,  3ol«  5s.  4d. — Summa  totalis  folutionum  didi 

M  a  computantis. 
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computarids,  70L  13s*  4d.^'^ic  fettaallet  iti  iii2Cni<^ 
bus  di^  computantis,  i$I.  to&.  iod. — ^Poftea  re^ 
cepit  fuper  rottuk  pens.  Term.  Trid.  ^640^  $h 

Die  veneris  vicefiiho  die  Juni?^  1646,  xfl^moran-^ 
dum,  quod  apud  confifiutti  tentom  apud  le  Kings 
Inhes  De  Gourte  juxta  Dublin  vieefimo  die  Junif 
anno  regni  dbmini  regis  nunc  Caroli,-  Angliae,  Sco-^ 
dse,  Francis^  et  Kberniae,  prediAO)  Willielmu^ 
Hiltdn,  Armiger,  unns  baronum  lacciharii  di&i 
domini  Regis,  Regni  fui  Hibemiae  praedidlae  nomi- 
natus  &  eledus  fuit,  ut  Theiaurarius  hujus  hofpltir 
pro  uno  anno  integro  fequendt- 

* 

Nono  die  Novembris,  1 646,  Memorandum  quod 
Thomas  Tempeft,   Armiger,   Attumatus    dominr 
Regis  nunc  Generalis  eodem  die^  admiflcts^fl:  ia  fo- 
cietatem  hujus  hofpidi,  &  folvit  pro  admiffione  fiia; 
fumma,  2I.  13s.  4d.>^Memorandttm,  quod  MichaeT 
Jones,  Armigery  hodie  aflmiflus  eft  ki  focietatent 
hujurhofpidi,  et  folvit  pro  admif&one  fiia,  fumma) 
ah  13s.  4d;<i— Memorandum,  quod  Johannes  .Bry« 
ver,  Armiger,  eodem  die  admiflus  eft  in  foe  hujua 
hofp.  et  folvit  pro  admiflione  fua,  2L  13s.  4d.— Solu* 
turn  Tho.  Bringhurft,^  per  mandatutn  9.  Novembfis, 
T640,  fL-— Solutum  fibi,  m.  Novemb.   r64o,   Sh 
-^olutum  fibi^  17.  die  Decembris,  1640,  5I.  6s.  8d.        I 
•^ii^Memor^dum  qudd  Georgius  Baraewall,  Armi- 
ger* eodem  die  admiflus  eft  in  fodetatem  hujus  ho& 
pid,  et  folvit  pro  admiffione  full,  fumma,  2I.  1 3s.  4d.- 
-^Memorandum  qudd  Thomas  Dongan,  Armiger,< 

eodem' 
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jeodem dieadmifTus eft  ^i  fodetatem hujus *ho4»tii^  jk 
folvit  pro  &dmiflio;Qe  ^^  2L  13$.  4d* 

The  entries  from  the  reyiv^^  m  1607  (iave  on$) 
are  in  Latin^  and  unite  a  mafs  of  moft  diftinguiihed 
national  remembrances,  to  eluddatp  whicb^  in  the 
anceftry  pr  d^efcendants  of  ^he  JlJing's  ^Inns  Fellows, 
wo^ld  form  f  long,  bi)t  interefting  work.     Irifh. 
Hiftory  could  not  receive  a  jnore  correft  commen- 
tary, nor  our  legal  fyftem  9  more  extenfiy^  or  ac- 
curate illuitration.   -Let  us  try  [om^  of  the  peripns 
admitted  from  (.636  to  1640,  and  mentioned  in  th? 
prece4ing  extract :  their  fituations  and  families  will 
fupport,  in  foijie  degree,  my  pofition.    Firft,  as  to 
fme  ff  the  Barrijiers — ^Jame;^  D^rcy  was  nephew  to 
Patrick  Parcy,  an4  engage^  with  hin^  jn  the  mijjk 
tary  and  political  ^Id  pf  Ifi^i  diftraftioiji.     Richard 
Talbot,  uncle  to  the  £uno^s  Duke  of  TyrconneL 
Sir  Philip  Perdval,  anceftor  to  the  houje  of  EgmoAt^ 
WilU^m  Sambach,  Second  Serjeant,  an  a£tiye  ^4 
bufy  a£tor  jn  fubfequent  fcenes  againft  the  unfor- 
tunate CharIe;S;    Geoffry  Browne,  faid  to  be  exe- 
cuted at  l^imerick  by  Ireton,  pi4t  which  is  a  profs  mifr 
take.    William  Hore    of  Pungaryw. .    Bartholo- 
mew Ktz-Gerald,  anceftor  Jo  Pyime  Serjeant  Ro- 
^xt  Fitz-Gerald.     Q}iver  Jones,  afterwards  Second 
Juftice  of  Connaught,  ^d  a  Judge  of  the  Commo^ 
Pleas.    George  Carlton,  Clerk  of  th.e  Crown  and 

Hanaper,  anceftor  to  our  gall^qt  cp^ntrym^n,  Sjr 

'  "■  ^^      ♦ 

Guy^  Lord  Baron  Dorche/ier.  ^Patrick  Boyton, 
Member  fof  jCaftiell  in  1639.  John  Hely,  feith?r; 
\p  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Hely.     Richard  Shee,  grand- 

fon 
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Ibn  to  Sir  Richard,  the  Kilkenny  benefaftor  In 
1605.  Thomas  Tempeft,  an  Englifliman,  thenap^ 
pointed  Attorney  General  in  the  room  of  Sir  Ri- 
chard Oibaldefton,  deceafed.   • 

Let  tis  now  review  fome  of  the  Atiornles  before* 
'mentioned,  by  a  fimilar  fcale.  Robert  Ardagh,  an 
evidence  produced  on  the  trial  of  Lord  Str offer Jn 
Chriftopher  Turner,  father  to  Judge  Turner,  Sa- 
muel Molyneux,  fa(iiisr  to  the  great  Molyneux.  John 
Forfter,  grandfather  to  Chief  Jujlice  ForJIer^  and 
Gofnj  Molloy^  father  to  the  refpeftable  Author  of 
the  treatife  Dejure  Maritimo  £sf  Navali.  Even  WiU 
likm  Bladen,  the  printer  of  the  book  of  admiffion^, 
was  Strafford's  and  Cromwell*s  ftate  printer,  and 
Fo  continued  by  Charles  11.  He  filled  the  office  of 
Lord  Mayor  in  Dublin,  and  was  the  anc^ftor  of  9 
diftinguiflied  Irifhman,  Colonel  Martin  Pladen, 
the  Tranflator  of  Cafar^s  Commentaries^  and  his  gal- 
lant nephew.  Lord  Hawke,  There  is  no  period 
from  the  year  1607  fo  barren  of  lingular  charafters 
on  the  King's  Inns  Roll,  21$  from  1636  to  1640,  as 
if  the  Society  was  preparing  for  its  temporary  fup- 
preffipn  amid  the  fucceeding  troubles.  Leverott  the 
flerald  at  Arms  has.  efcaped  my  fefearch,  and  the 
reader  will  think  he  defer ves  it,  for  filling  a  ftation 
'  uuder  Government,  and  leaving  no  memorial  of 
official  induftry  to  pei^tuate  his  own  name,  or  il- 
luftrate  the  exiftence  of  others.  The  King's  Inns 
Society  does  not,  however,  appear  more  obfcure  in 
its  ancient  hiftory,  than  in  the  cloudy  trania£tions 

of 
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iof  the  laft  &v«iteen  j^ears,  which  fiiaH  be  faithfully 
laid  before  the  public  in  the  third  part  of  this  Work. 

• 

Baron  Hilton  does  not  appear  to  have  accounted^ 
•and  is  perhaps  the  only  Treasurer  who  has  a  fuffi* 
dent  excufe  in  the  prefTure  of  national  misfortune. 
A  few  more  admjiEons  clofe  the  legal  lift,  juntii  the 
year  1654.    The  new  Attorney  General  applied,  on 
the  fifth  day  of  Dbcember,  for  a  paflage  through 
his  garden  into  that  of  the  Inns,  on  his  Majefty^a 
bufinefs,  which,  however,  this  petty  official  ftatef- 
man  foon  deferted,  and  fled  from  Ireland  under  the 
alarm  occafioned  by  th/e  death  of  Wandesford,  and 
the  awful  attainder  of  Strafford. — ^The  mimbns  of 
ifaat  nnfortunate  Viceroy  were  determined  to  perfe- 
?ere  in  ielfifli  purfuits  and  tyrannie  defigns.     Kir^  or 
Cmarj  funk  under  this  b^eful  afcendancy;  there* 
fore  the  Republic  and  Cromwell  met  in  them  pre- 
pared inftruments  for  mifgovemment  or  ufurpation 
tH  every  lund» 

Let  us,  howerer,  turn  from  ofScial  dme-fervers 
and  impudent  traitors,  to  men  fertile  in  great  and 
honeft  qualifications.  The  reader  has  marked  ia 
the  preceding  extrad,  the  admiffion  of  Patrick  Kir- 
wan  to  the  rank  of  Barriller.  Whilft  the  misfortunes 
of  Ireland  encouraged  and  increafed  the  vices  of 
other  perlons,  Kirwan's  charaffaer  has  received  an 
immortal  and'  unfading  memorial  firom  that  black 
|)eriod.  Suich  was  hi)  active,  inceflanf,  and  un- 
common humanity,  that  upon  the  final  fettlement  of 
the  kingdom  izti653,ttbe  ancie;if  eilate  was  not 

only 
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only  prc&rved  Jnviplatp,  Jjut  diftindipns  oi  perfonal 
fafety  and  public  refpedl  fuperadded*  W^  thu^ 
clearly  fee,  that  Chriftians  of  every  feft  properly 
appreciate  human  virtue,  when  a  luft  for  powei", 
wealth,  or  profelytifin,  does  npt  foother  fuch  gen^ 
rous  in(tin£t,  or  induce  deluded  fanatics  'f  to  kill 
for  the  truth,  and  murdpr  for  God's  fak^.'*  Croai*^ 
well's  fanguinary  government  pot  only  releafed  Mr. 
Kirwan  from  religious  djfability,  bii^  con^m^d  every 
ufual  or  preceding  immunity  attached  to  his  ftatioil 
as  a  magiftrate  or  a  man.  The  fcripture  blefling 
feems  alfo  to  crown  his  pame  i{i  the.  luftre  of  a  dc- 
fcendant. 

Richard  Kirwan  is  that  gentleman?s  heir  at  law, 
fuid  alfo  a  Fellow,  or  Member  of  the  King's  Iims^ 
I'he  throne  of  philofophy  fhali  not  feparate  fuch  a 
man  from  our  Society,  ^ny  more  Aan  exile  could 
in  the'opinipn  of  Lewis  Xiy.  expatriate  the  enlight- 
ened Bayle.  The  law  has  lent  Kir^v^an  to  irradiate 
other  fpheres,  to  attemper  climates,  purify  air,  and 
^xtend  Go4's  cprnforts'  by  a  manurage  of  earth ; 
but  fociety  feels  its  laft  and  greateft  blefling  in  a  mild 
yfA\  nianaged  Government,  of  which  the  Englifh 
code  is  the  firmeft  and  moft  permanent  prop.  Then 
let  me  add,  without  a  fear  of  contradiftion  or  ira- 
puted  falfhood,  th^t  my  revered  and  amiable 
,  Iriend  exceeds  in  extepfive  legal  reading,  and  thofc 
patriotic  ieelipgs  y hich  Should  accompany  fuch  per- 
feftion,  almoft  all  his  cptempo'raries.  Correfted  fronji 
the  fter^nefs  or  avarice  of  praftice,  that  fcience  is 
pellowed  in  ^wan's  m|nd,  and  ejthibits  alternately 

j'efined 
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refined  traits  of  morality  and  public  ffMrit.  I  (hall 
folidt  no  excufe  from  Iriflimen  or  Britons  for  thus 
miiting,  by  a  refemblance  of  equal  but  uncomnioa 
virtue,  two  remarkable^  Men:d>er$  pf  the  Society. 
The  preceding  quotations  alfo  prove  that  regular 
King's  Inns  Remembrances  (if  at  all  worthy  of  pub- 
lic attention)  (hould  hot  be  confined  to  official  of 
judicial  cbaradeps,  for  the  body  at  I^rge  refers  to 
jhe  moft  di(tinguiflied  individuals  and  families  who. 
|iave  adorned  Irifh  annals,  or  been  traniplanted  by 
exerdpn$  of  heroifm  and  wifdom  to  that  fertile 
foiL. 

The  preceding  King^s  Inns  account  clofes  at  th^ 
dawn  of  a  civil  war,  and  has,  independent  of  every 
other  fingularity,  the  grace  of  a  clailic  languagd'to 
tecpmmend  a  perufal — that  circumftance  induced 
me  to  incorporate  it  with  this  pompilatioh ;  another 
novelty  (hall  alfo  accompany  the  original  extra^^ 
and  the  reader  be  prefented  with  a  (latement  of  the 
•Society's  receipt  and  expenditure  for  an  equal  pe* 
nod  within  the  la(^  ten  years,  ^4  until  the  fin^l 
tranfportation  or  transfer  of    the  Irifti  legiflaturc 
from  the  feat  of  its  duty.    Nor  can  the  Union  be 
deemed  9t  ^1  iioprpper,  though  extremely  differ^t 
in  point  of  time,  each  fyflem  of  affeffmentlor  expen- 
diture feems  to  the  leggl  body  of  Ireland,  but  mofl: 
Wtaijily  to  Irjihm^ii  however  dilperfed,  equally  ui^* 
known :  befides,  lettered  curiofity  can  only  refult 
from  the  former,  whilft  prdfeffional  correftnefs,  and 
the  permanent  inter^Q;  of  pgfterity  may  flow  from 
Jhe  latter. 

Balance 
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Balance  immediately  previous    to    Michadmas 
Term,  1 796,  in  the  Treafarer's  hands,  1008I.  4s.  6d. 
—Receipts  in  that  Term,    3566!.  i6s.  old.— Dif- 
burfements,  3348L  i7s.f-*-At  the  lame  time^tlxete 
were  in  the  Treafurer^s  hands,  one  hundred  and  (itc 
debentures  at  ,3il.  per  cent)*— One  hundred    and 
twenty  eight  debentures  at  5U  per  cent,  and  twenty- 
four  treafury  bills  at  5I.  per  cent,  annual  intereft, 
of  which  large  property  the  Society  had  no  poiTer- 
(ion,  nor  could,  without  the  Tre^furer's  good  will, 
afcertain  the  identity  or  amount,   for  no  printed 
ftatement  of  accounts  then  exifted,  nor  was   any 
knowlege  of  the  Society's  pecuniary  concerns  com- 
pletely kndwn  to  any  man  in  the  profeiSon  uncon* 
nefted  with  the  King's  Inns  cabinet. 

Receipts  of  Hilary  Term,  1 797,  with  the  pre- 
ceding  balance,  573  2I.  98.  5d.-«-£xpenditure, 
38691.  9$.  loid. 

Receipts  and  balance,  for  Ei^fter  Term,  .  i797> 
?553l.  1 2s.6td.— Expenditure,  688L  158.  iid. 

Receipts  and  balance  for  Trinity  Term,  1797, 
2589I.  6s»  7id.-^£xpenditure,  1120I.  los.  6d. 

Receipts  and  balance  for  Michaelmas  Term, 
1797,  265(51.  8s.  5^.— Expenditure,  632I.  is.  id. 

Hilary  Term,  1798,  receipts  and  balance,  41991. 
1 6s.  4jd*— Expenditure,. 3191!.  9^.  7d. 

Eaftcr 
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Eafter  Term,  '79^9  receipts  and  balance,  2680L 
15s.  Hid. — ^Expenditure,  766L  iis.  4d» 

Trinity   Term,     1798,    receipts    and    bataUfce^ 
^272!.  1 8s.  6^i. — ^Expenditure^  191 81.  19s.  6d^ 

Michaelmas  Term,  1798,  receipts  and  bal^c^ 
1483L  128*  9^4.— -Expenditure,  S^^U  12s.  5d» 

HilarjT  Term,  1799,  receipts  and  balance,  35I0L 
18s.  loid. — ^Expenditure,  830I.  ^s.  pd* 

_  _  * 

Eafter  Term,  1799,  receipts  and  balance,  2844t 
133.  8|d. — ^Expenditure,  836I.  os.  lod. 

Trinity    Term,    1799,    receipts    and   balance 
3906I.  5s.  7jd. — ^Expenditure,  1459I.  los.  4d* 

Michaelmas  Term,  1799,  receipts  tod  balance^ 
35061.  IS.  oid. — ^Expenditure,  a549l-  i^s.  8d. 

Hilary  Term,  1800,  receipts  and  balance,  186 5U 
108.  3jd. — Expenditure,  1485!.  7s.  3d. 

Eafter  Term,  1800,  receipts  and  balance,  3845K 
17s.  Sid. — ^Expenditure,  1032I.  i6s.  7d. 

ff 

Trinity  Term,  1800,  receipts  and  balance,  34*5 lU 
lis.  ofd. — ^Expenditure,  3404I.  9s.  3d. 

The  piercing  eye  of  Wentworth  would  be  ftart- 
Icd  at  the  above  comparifon,  which  exceeds  the 

relative 
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relative  amount  p{  national,  revemue  at  thde  differ* 
fsnt  periods  of  time.  Moderns  are  better  ^p.i/e4 
with  financial  precedents  than  that  great  ftatefman, 
^nd  a^  phyficians  often  aygjur  .difeafe  from  extreme 
goqd  health,  fo  bimkruptcy  fometimej  treads  pp.  t}ifi 
heels  of  mod:  extended  revenue. 

No  Account  .or  entry  appears  of  Straflford's  admif^ 
fion  into  the  Societ)',  nor  even  of^ecretary  Wan- 
desford,.  who  was  Rafter  of  the  Rolls  ^   but  his 
friend  Sir  George  Radcl^ffe  poffeQed  chambers,  and 
that  prime  favourite,    Bifhop    Bramhall    became 
King'i  Inns  chaplain  or  preacher.     Thefe  circum- 
ftances  induqe  me  tp  tlfinl^j  that  many,  and  the  niofl 
valuable  documents,  have  been  deftroyed,  either  by 
negligence  or  d/efign.     The  latter  principle  moft 
certainly  contributed  to  complete  fuch  fcene.    How 
many  corrupt  and  jobbing  members  felt  an  intereft 
i^  fupprefling  a  cotemporary  evidence  of  guilt,  or 
what  muQ:  £^rm  a  pofthumous  proof  to  thpir  difhor 
nor— ^an  expeniive  volume  of  admiifions  decorated 
bj  armorial  bearings,   marks  the  px^ceding  Latin 
extract,  of  which  curious  and  original  wori^  not  a 
trace  remains* 

I  jilfo  fi;*mly  Relieve,  that  the  fyftematic  plaii  of 
modem  innovation  has  equalled  in  concealed,  but 
efeftual  craft,  rebellious  conv^IfiQns  or  the  lapfe  of 
time.  The  prececjing  prpoft  flow  from  an  obfcure^ 
irregular,  and  almoft  illegible  book,  which  feemed 
Cijually  calculated  to  baffle  lettijred  fagacity  pr  labo- 
Tjous  refearch.    Th^t  appearance,  like  the  ))Iindnef$ 

■"   "  of 
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6f  a  Piffiatt  priflce,  p6ffibly  pfeferved  it  m  exift- 
ence  amid  a  general  deftruftion;  fuch  as  it  is,  it 
Audi  b^  preferved  in  the  King's  Inns  Library  for  pilb- 
lic  curiofity  and  profeffional  in^eftion. 

But  I  am  leadilig  the  read^  reludantly  ta  the 
precipice  of  a.  civil  war,  in  which  religious  pre- 
tences feemed  to  fan£tify  uncommon  crimes,-  and  a 
zele  for  freedom,  unreftndned  by  iiitegrity  or  order,' 
buried  in  one  common  ruin  ancient  law,  eftabliihed 
governmenr,  and  focial  happinefe;  Td  fuppofe  the' 
King's  Inns  Society  exifting  or  profperous  amid  fiich 
a  feene^  would  be  a  grofs  and  unfounded  libel  upon: 
a  body  6f  men  who  h^ve  in  the  moft  trying  fealbns 
fopported  the  birth^right  of  their  fellow-fubjeds,' 
and  m  every  great  eriiis  of  the  Conftatution  Apod 
forth  the  uiidamited  affertors  of  limited  mdnarchyf 
faithfully  direding  their  influence  and  Ilsarning  inr 
fupport  of  Religion,  Liberty,  and  Law.  Even  Crom- 
well adniitted^  that  in  all  confultations  for  new  mo- 
deUinj;  the  Gorefnment,  Lawyers  wefre  for  fupport^ 
ing  the  miied  form^  a  few  corrupt  or  crafty  indivi*' 
duals  verging  to  defpotic  monarchy,  or  republican 
extremes',  uphold  a  collateral  exception,  which  ra^ 

ther  tends  to  confirm,  than  weaken,  the  general  ac« 

knowleged  rule.    " 

As  hiftoric  eveiits  inftrufl  pofterity  with  unerring- 
'tffeft  and  inoffenfive  impartiality,  a  few  obfcrva- 
Hons  on  the  ftate  of  both  iflands  at  that  period  me- 
rit exoufe.  In  each  kingdom  contending  parties 
profefled  an  attachment  to  the  aodient  Gonftitution,- 

-   but 
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but  prdGag  principles  to  eztretneB,  tfaey  fubterted 
tfa^t  yenerable  £aibrick.  Providence  pertoitted  an 
obfqire  hSdon  of  felfifli  hypocrite^  and  unptinci^ 
pled  fanatics,  to  fcourge  an  humbled  community^ 
and  render  fervitude  itfelf  more  galling'  by  the  mean 
iaitruments  employed  ia  its  fupport. 


When^  Great  Britain  groaned  under  this  difgrace* 
fid  yoke^  Irehnd,  weakened  by  fafkions  ittore  nu^^ 
mcrou^  and  inveterate,  continued  the  ftruggle  for  a 
feager  period^  but  could  n6t  weather  the  furrouiid<> 
ing  Aotmy  during  which  the  Society  of  King's  Inns 
poured  forth  ent^rprifing  Membets  into  niflitary 
tanks.  Cromweil,  Faii&z,  Ireton,  and  Ludlow, 
had  been  either  called  to  the  Bur,  or  iflued  from 
bns  of  Cooit  to  fuftain  military  banners.  Ireland 
alfo  produced  many  legal  profeilbrs  or  ftudents  who 
aflumed  a  iunitaa'  garb* 

The  firm,  courageous,  and  difinterefted  Paitidi 
Danyy  who  derived  his  defcent  from  the  nobleft 
blood  in  Mormandy,  Britain,  or  Ireland,  and  df* 
pedsd  hb  learning  or  principles  to  the  inceCEuit  ei- 
erdfe  of  evety  generous  virtue  which  can  digniiy 
human  charad^er }  Geofity  Brown,  a  man  of  equal 
integrity  and  bravery,  but  of  inferior  literary  ta- 
lents }  the  corrupt  and  cruel  Sir  Phelim  O'Ncil ;  the 
fiOiffnt  and  feffevermg  Sir  Nicholas  Piunket ;  the 
/Mm  and  famaiiedl  Hugh  Roohford ;  the  otdeM 
and  rtmumiic  Sir  Audley  Mervin ;  the  miU  and  kene* 
mdm  Sir  Richard  Bealing,  became  adive  foMieia 
and  piadik»I  ftatefinen« 

At 


] 


king's  .IFN8«  I7J^ 

Ai  this  melancholy  period^  ReHgion  and  LaW| 
the  hiling  links  of  fociety,  were  wrefted  from  theif 
ordinary  pofition.  Thus,  public  peaoe  was  ful> 
Tcrted  by  its  ufual  fupportcrs,  which  enlifted  under 
fucb  leducing  banners,  every  Felldw  of  the  King^s 
Inns,  who.  could  trail  a  pike^  or  pen  a  pamphlet. 

Even  on  the  loth  of  November,  1640,  in  Eng« 

liihman  was  admitted  as  Attorney  General,  and  tho 

well  known  Michael  Jones  called  to  the  Irifli  Bar« 

Little  did  the  imperious  Strafford,  or  courageous 

Ormond  forefee,  that  whilft  the  public  profecutor 

was  in  exile  or  prifon,  a  junibr  Fellow  of  the  King's 

Inns  would  crufh  the  arms  of  a  Viceroy,  and  fuc« 

cef^RiIiy  fuftain  a  republican  fls^  in  the  Irifli  Metro* 

fciis^    The  youthful,  learned,  and  fpirited  Members 

were  thns  employed  in  difierent  pofitions,  whilft  the 

aged,  %norant,  and  feeble,   had  leifure  to  refled 

on  public  misfortunes  refulting  frbm  ^  an  union  of 

caufes  beyond  their  influence  to  refifl  c»*  delay*    la 

the  end,  a  group  of  republican  regicides  ufurped 

the  Gotemment,  who  preferred  the  indulgence  of 

free  qmrtersj  with  the  aid  of  torture  and  martial  au« 

thority^  to  an  exercife  of  common  law,  or  its  whole* 

fome  difcipline. 

Nor  did  Ireland  feel  an  appearance  of  the  latter 
blefling  until  Cromwell  ilrangled' that  political  mon« 
fler.  The  ufurper's  criminal  code  was  as  little  caU 
culatcd  to  difpenfe  juftice  with  mercy,  as  his  adopt- 
ed civil  fyflem  to  unite  protection  with  liberty.     In 

trials  of  either  kind,  that  iirft  and  eternal,  rule  c^ 

juftice. 
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juftice,'  which .  preHimes  innocence,  y^2B&  exploded; 
auid  perfons  whofe  lives  or  properties  were  attacked; 
ftood  prefumptiveiy  guilty  froin  religion,  refidence,* 
Or  connexions*  The  common  law,  however,  me- 
rits this  memtorable  applaufe :  no  court  could  be! 
coniUtuted  under  its  foritis,  fufficient  to  enable  the 
moil  abandoned  Judges  fully  to  execute  the  preced- 
ing fchemea«  Commifiioniers  were  thei^efoTe  ap- 
pointed in  a  civil  and  military  line,*  with'  indefinite 
powers  to  exercife  criminal  equity,  under  Whfeh  plau- 
fible,  but  deceitful  term,  life  was  fuccefsFully  at- 
tadkedy  and  property  rendered  completely  infecure. 

We  find  the  cfiminat  advifer^  of  Stfafbrd  b  the 
foremoll  rank ;  wretches,  whofe  crimes  provoked 
impeachment  in  1640,.  were  fo  fuccefsfiil  in  apoila- 
^  zAi  tfeafofij  as  to  hold  fimllar  or  higher  officesr 
under  th^  rep^lican^  gorei'nmeht,^  2fid  the  lifurpa- 
tion  of  CrotnWell^  Such^  y^zs  the  condud  of  felf- 
i(h  and  ilippery  flatterers^  whilft  Ffydej  Palni^y  and 
Vau^an^  in  the  beginning  of  the  l&ng  Parliament,' 
fefifted*  the  meafures  of  arbitratry  Minifters,  and 
wiA  cqakl  integrity  rififued  life  and  property  iif 
eountetsidibg  th^  encroacbnients  of  a  lerdKng  ban- 
ditti ;  an  unerring  proof  of  the  ftrength  and  fteadh 
nefs  which  ufually  animates  a  friend  to  limited  monar- 
diy  aitd  l^al  freedom/  Thus;  fovereigns  may  Be 
equally  certain,  th&t  the  tfaitor  to  hi^  country  sM 
be  aUb  tiithlefs  to  his  {irince. 

If  fuccefsful  rebellion  renders  refiftance  hopekfs,* 
fitbjeft^  fiiouid  not  at  leaft  court  a  guilty  connexion 

therewith  / 
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therewith*  Society  is  even  interefled  in  a  deteflioil 
of  fuch  coadud,  and  marking  it  ^mth .  proper  dif- 
grace.  No  remarkable  circpmftanoe  diftinguifhes 
the  revival  of  the  King's  Inns  under  Cromwell,  ex- 
cept that  his  adminidration  Was  more  liberal  than 
that  of  the  Stuarts.  One  hundred  pounds  a  year 
was  ordered  from  the  treafury  to  difcharge  the  ex- 
pence  of  neteflary  repairs^  and  a  grofs  fum  granted 
m  addition  thereto  for  immediate  expenditure;. 

That  venal  body  of  apoftate  Judges  and  crimi*^ 
hal  Courtiers,  joined  to  their  general  duty  a  parti- 
cular attention  td  the  State  ufurper.  Cromwell's 
family  arms  were  elevated  in  the  dining-hall  with 
public  pdnip,  and  at  a  cpnfiderable  expence,  whilft 
thofe  of  the  new  republic  flood  in  the  back  ground^ 
and  on  a  more  oeconomical  fcale^  As  Law  thus  cor- 
ruptly  practiced  anticipates  the  wifhes  of  Govern- 
ment with  forward  and  obfequious  zele,  whilft 
martial  law  prevailed^  dr  military  commiflioners 
tried  civil  caufes,  wei  find  fome  of  the  Members  ad- 
mitted  into  the  Society  of  lying's  Inns,  and  even 
Chambers  a/Qgded  to  an  Adjutant  Generah 

"  26th  Jiily^  1654,  William  Allen^  Efq.  Adjutani 
General^  &cc.  is  admitted  into  the  Society  of  the  Inns 
of  Court j  Dublin^  without  fine/V  The  reafon  of 
this  application  and  admillion  is  declared  to  be  on 
accojint  of  his  neceffary  attendance  on  the  Court  of 
Claims,  which  (hews  that  he  was  a  commiflioner  or 
profecutor  of  forfeited  eftates.  He  had  alfo  an  houfe 
licar  the  Inns,  built  upon  the  eflate  of  the  Society, 
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and  rented  from  that  crafty  time-fcrrcr  Sir  Robert 
Meredith,  to  which  groand  the  Members  releafed, 
by  the  mandate  of  Strafford,  their  confidential 
right. 

Our  legal  body  had  few  Fellows  of  their  houfe 
who  more  juftly  merited  an  exemption  from  ordinary 
obBvion,  or  to  have  his  name  revived  for  the  faiu^ 
tary  parpofe  of  pubKc  infamy  and  example.  Allen 
fprung  from  the  dregs  of  the  people,  and  had  early 
fignalifed  himfelf  by  brutal  intrepidity  amid  the 
commotions  of  London.  This  condufit  attracted 
the  patronage  of  leadmg  men,  whereby  he  was  en- 
abled to  attain  the  rank  of  Major  at  the  time  of 
Charleses  murder.  His  known  principles  made 
Cromwell  eager  to  engage  him  as  a  confidential  fcp 
vant.  Under  fuch  guidance  he  came  with  a  power* 
ful  patron  into  Ireland,  and  even  ferved  in  the  war 
againft  Scotland.  An  intimate  connexion  and  long 
fervice  under  that  profound  ftatefman  completed  liif 
perfonal  manners  and  pixKtkal  education. 

This  afflided  coimtry  alio  furnifhed  a  theatre  for 
the  a£tive  and  continued  exercife  of  all  his  vice.  Nor 
was  Cromwell  ihdifpofed  to  acquiefce  in  Allen^s  de- 
fire  to  fettle  in  Ireland.— -An  ufeftxl  fatellite  was 
thereby  provided  for,  and  an  intelligent  fpy  fixed  in 
a  proper  and  neceffary  fituation.  His  cruelties  did 
not  difable  him  from  tliat  fervice,  as  his  bufmefs  lay 
not  with  the  natives,  but  the  republican  Comimf- 
fioners  and  Generals  ;  crimes  at  which  the  furious 
temper  of  Ireton,  and  humane  zele  of  Ludlow,  re- 
volted, 


Volteci,  vfdre  tendered  familiar  to  the  public  eye  by 
this  prote&ed  ruffian^ 

The  haplefs  Papifb  were  hunted  like  wild  beafts^ 
taor  was  the  confcientious  loyal  Proteftaut  treated 
with  leis  feverity.  Free  quarters  did  not  give  to  tb9 
foldiery  food  or  raiment,  (the  attainment  of  which 
in  that  manner  will  be  ever  abhorred  by  humane  and 
gallant  men)  but  accumulated  propert}-  to  the  com- 
mander by  the  Yerrors  of  its  infliftiou.  Alleil  ib 
hr  refemblcd  itirk  or  y^<sryes  as  to  make  the  indut 
gence  of  cruelty  an  inftrument  of  wealth.  His 
Views  oi  property  are  thus  fairhfuUy  defcribed  by  a 
private  letter  : 

"  We  have  here  a  great  Oeiieral  KlSoundl  to  la- 
^fy  the  arrears  of  our  army.  Pray  for  us,  that 
sow  we  come  to  poilefs  houfes  we  have  not  built^ 
<md  vineyards  we  have  not  planted,  we  may  not  for<^ 
get  the  Lord  and  his  goodnefs  to  us  in  the  day  of 
our  diftrefs."  The  reader  can  determine  upon  Ai- 
len^s  official  integrity  as  a  Comniiflioner  of  forfeited 
eftates,  by  the  tranfporc  which  accompanies  fuch  en<» 
joyment,  and  the  religious  hypocrify  inrerfperfed 
therewith* 

His  fellow  ibldiets,  according  to  their  tefpe^ve 
difpofitions,  eyed  him  With  envy,  jealoufy,  or  at>- 
honence«  By  this  means  individuals  were  en* 
couraged  to  complain,  and  on  undoubted  and  mul* 
tiplied  evidence  he  was  cajbiered*  This  fentence  in- 
volved in  its  caule  and  confequences  too  many  per- 
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foils  to  rcnd«r  the  fabjeft  fit  for  farthef  difcuf- 
fion« 

Cromwell  therefore,  with  his  ufual  art,  yielded  a 
favourite  to  State  neceffity,  and  confoled  the  party 
by  a  cJvii  office  in  England.  A  fufficient  compli- 
inerit  was  paid  to  jtidgment  md  ctitintng  in  the  def- 
tined  employment.-^The  depattment  of  fpies  was 
entrufted  to  hirii^  which  revived  and  extended  the 
terror  of  his  name  through  Grelt  Britain. 

'This  circumftance  gsive  rife  to  as  powerful  anJ 
fuGcefsful  a  device  ^  ever  diftingtiilhed  a  pamphlet. 
When  Titus  |)ubliftied  Killing  no  Murder^  that  inge- 
nious and  public  fpirited  Author  gave  it  to  the  world 
imder  the  hame  of  William  Allen.  This  enfared  im- 
fnediate  and  extenfive  circulatiotr,  and  fharpened 
with  a  keener  edge  the  dagger  which  it  prefented  to 
the  imperious  iifurper.  The  firft  interview  after  its 
perufal  between  Cromwell  and  Allen  muft  occafion 
a  lingular  embarraffment^  even  among  prafliced  hy- 
pocrites. 

•  It  is,  hoWeVef,  an  ackhowledged  ttuth,  that  Crom- 
well from  that  time  alTumed  a  gloom  which  baffled 
all  difguife,  and  became  the  timid  expectant  of  that 
ftroke  which  he  fo  often  braved  in  the  field  of  battle. 
'i  his  precious  and  claffictraft  has  emerged  from  unme- 
rited obfcurity,  and  is  at  this  moment  Well  underflood 
and  commented  upon  in  countries  where  aiTaflina- 
tion  has  for  centuries  formed  a  leading  feature  in 
Stat6  poKcy.     On  the  fucceeding  day  the  King's 
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inns  Roll  received  another  Member  fjimojis  for 
great  acquifitions,  but  who  is  intituled  to  perpetual 
remembrance  for  the  depth  ^nd  energy  of  literary 
exertion,  and  ftilj  more  for  ynabating  patriotifm.. 
Calm,  enlightened,  and  philofpphic  Sir  William 
Petty  felt  the  public  pulfe  with,  profeflionaj  ikill  ;-r 
in  each  .exerpife  he  wifely  took  the  nature  of  nian  as 
his  guide,  and  thereby  infpfed  th?  true  fpirit  of  phyft. 
cal  refearch  into  political  efC^ys^  Thefe  fplendid 
produftions  did  not  auraft  popular  o;-  party  notice, 
for  they  were  unpolluted  with  fyfteqiatic  crafjt,  ^n^ 
dire<aed  folely  to  thp  national  jgoocL 

Montefquieu  appreciateid  their  worth  by  quotation^ 
and  thus  proved  them  woi;ks  fit  for.  the  perulal  pf 
patriots,  philofophers,  and  ftatefmen,  Petty's  dif- 
tuiguifli^  merit  is  locally  an4  permanently  fixed  by 
an  original  aft  to  the  Irifh  foil.  The  Down  furvey 
is  the  only  monument  of  that  criminal  ppriod,  the 
mutilation  of  lyhich  is  a  fubjeft  of  juft  and  general 
legret,  Modenj  fubftitydoQ  has  hitherto  proved  as 
unfuccefsful  as  the  laboured  compofitbn  of  Frien- 
fbemius,  or  the  claflip  ftrength  of  Broder,  to  fupply 
thechiifmsin  Li vy' sand  T^citijs's  immortal  works* 

r  "*  •  ■        '  ^«  ■  .      , 

r 

Having  faithfully  laid  before  the  reader  tlje  two 
honorary  Members  appointed  under  the  Proteftor, 
it  is  my  duty  to  xeinftate  the  regular  legal  Socimj  in, 
its  ordinary  habitual  pofitioii :  "  Ordered,  Thai^  Sir 
John  Temple,  Mafter  of  the  Rolls,  fliairbe  the 
Treafurer  for  one  year,  next  enfuing." 

^'  That 


;       t 
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**  That  the  Trcafurer  for  the  time  being  fhal!  ac- 
quaint  the  Bench  with  the  nstmes  of  all  fuch  per« 
fens  as  defire  to  be  admitted  into  the  Society,  and  have 
ibeir  eonfefit  before  the  admiflion  be  entered-  That 
every  admiflion  entered  |n  the  book  be  fublbribed 
by  the  Treafurer.  That  the  entry  of  every  admit 
(ion  into  the  book  be  made  in  ^nglifli.  That  all 
Officers  belonging  to  the  Four  Courts,  all  that  plead 
at  the  fiar,  and  all  Attornies  that  prance,  (haJl  be 
adpiittedt  Memorandum  ':  It  is  ordered.  That  Sir 
John  Temple  doe  confider  of  the  feveral  chambers 
)n  the  Inns,  and  preient  unto  the  Bench  fuch  as  bQ 
convenient  to  be  fett  out,  for  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
the  Lord  Chief  Juftice  of  the  Upper  Bench,  an4 
the  Lord  Chief  B?u"oiv," 

It  is  obfervable/that  the  fame  liberal  fpirit  and  g^ 
neral  privilege  marked  the  preceding  rules  as  diftin-* 
guiflied  the  revival  in  1 607,  except  as  far  as  party 
venom  or  repubOcan  prefumption  varied  the  rule. 
Prafticers  were  not  obliged  to  become  Members  or 
Fellows  of  the  Eng^s  Inns.  But  the  dignified  privi- 
lege hung  on  the  will  of  Courtiers,  to  whom  the 
ancient  fite  feems  reftored,  and  for  whofe  particular 
benefit  the,  bounty  of  GovemmeTit  w?is  certjunly  dii 
re^ed*, 


I       *!   . 
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.  If  cprrupt  or  mifguided  men  felt  an  appetite  for 
dominion,  or  a  difpoiition  to  abufe  authority,  tX 
could  not  be  exercifed  within  the  body  with  confift- 
ency  and  effeft,  though  the  chief  judicial  offices 
were  filled  by  the  guilty  minions  of  Strafford,  now 
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metamorphofed  into  crafty  Miniften  of  a  CromweU 
lian  Court, 

•. 
At  a  fecond  Council,  application  is  ordered  to  be 
made  to  Government  for  one  hundred  pounds  for 
the  ufe  of  the  houfe,  to  be  p^cularly  beflowed  in 
making  upth/e  lodgings  ordered  for  the  Lord-Chan- 
cellpr  and  the  Lord  Chief  Juftice.  At  a  third 
Council,  Commons  were  fettled- 

**  Ordered^  That  the  Bench  table  do  pay  fifteen 
Odllings  each^  by  the  week,  for  themfelves  and  their 
men,  Mr.  Wootton's  Commons  being  caft  in«'' 

"  That  the  Bar  table  doe  pay  feven  Ihillings  each 
by  the  weel^  ^nd  that  the  Saboath  day  be  included." 

*'  That  the  place  lately  ufed  for  the  Court  of 
Claims,  and  the  chambers  within  the  fame,  be 
made  ready  (or  lodgings  for  the  Lord  Chancellor/' 

"21ft  April,  1657,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wootton 
may  be  defined  to  attend  here  to  give  thanks  during 
the  Term  iime^  when  the  Judges  meet  in  Com- 
mons." 

A  leafe  of  the .  Hanaper  Office  is '  confirmed  to 
Mr.  Carlton,  the  Clerk  thereof,  for  fixty-one  years. 
**  9th  November,  |[6^7,  Sir  James  Barry,  Kiic. 
and  John  Byife,  £fq.  do  take  the  account  of  Sir 
John  Temple,  as  Treafurer  of  this  houfe^'*  "  13th 
November,  1657,  Ordered,  That  fix  of  the  oldeft 
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Barrifters  Clerks  be  admitted  to  fit  in  Commons  at 
the  fame  table  with  the  Judges  Clerks.''*  On  the 
29th  January,  1657 — 8,  "  Ordered,  That  George 
Carr,  and  John  Sanchy,  Efqrs.  be  admitted  to  fit  at 
the  Bench  table  in  Commons,  as  aflbciates  unto 
the  Judges."  The  preceding  connexion  had  been 
in  ufe  immediately  after  the  revival  in  1607,  and 
continued  during  the  reigns  of  James  and 'Charles. 
Thus,  a  plofe  imitation  of  the  Englifli  Inns  of  Court 
was  adopted  fit  cjiffer^nt  periods  by  the  Irifti  Society, 
and  what  muft  flrike  the  readerwith  equal  aftoniftment 
and  indignation,  an  entire  variance  or  independence 
fropi  thofe  venerable  eftablilhments  has  been  created 
and  cherilhq^  by  modern  hopeful  innovations.  Mr. 
Carr  was  Clerk  of  the  Crown  during  the  ufOTpation, 
in  the  Prefidehcy  of  Munfter,  and  Sanchy  confbled, 
for  an  ynfuccefsful  fqlicitation  of  the  Solicitor  Gene. 

ta?s  place,  by  being  appointed  a  puifne  Baron  of 

•      ^^  •  «  " 

the  Exchequer.  On  the  reftoration  he  was  removed 
from  the  Bench,  but  left  in  the  undifturbed  poffef- 
fion  of  ample  landed  acquifitions^  which  became  the 
principal  eftafe  of  his  defcendant,  through  a  female 
beir,  the  late  Lord  .^nnaly.  **  Ihc  Judges  taking 
iiotice  that  feveral  of  the  judges  doe  abfent  them- 
felves  from  Commons,  whereby  they  cannot  enjoy 
their  fociety  as  jhey  defire,  they  do  therefore  thinl; 
lit  to  order  that  each  Judge  fliall,  for  time  to  come, 
J)ay  ten  fliillings  each  Term  for  his  caft  Commons 
unto  the  Steward  of  this  houfe.'*  % 

The  reader  will  pleafe  to  notice,  that  this  grave 
juid  frugal  Society  commenced  Ute  young  houfc- 

keepers, 


keepers,  with  a  greater  number  6f  attendants  than 
eacperience  finds,  neceffary :  A  T  reafiirer.  Under 
TreaTurer,  and  Penfioner,  marked  their  outfet— *For 
inanjr  years  the  two  latter  offices  were  difcont^nued 
as  ufelefs — ^The  humbler  fituation.  of  Steward  fup* 
piled  their  place.  Had  the  doctrine  of:  taxation 
been  as  well  underftood  as  in  our  time,  fucH  fervants 
might  be  deemed  fully  and  properly  employed  jn  the 
colleffion  of  newfangled  impofls  and  their  fubfe- 
quent  mifapplication.  ^^  Miles  Corbet,  Chi^f  Bs^* 
ron^  Treafurer,  2.7th  November,  i657t'' 

V  Thomas  Wale  petitions  to  be  appomted  butler 
with  a  falary  of  ten  pounds  a  year.  There  appear 
no  other  appointments  in  the  Society  during  th^ 
ufurpation,  either  by  deaths  or  removals,  fave  a  re* 
introdudion  of  Randall  Beckett.  That  forafmuch  a$ 
his  Highnefs  hath  c^ufed  conveniencies  to  be  mad^. 
at .  the  Four  Courts,  for  remanding  the  Records  of 
the  Upper  Bench,  Common  Pleas,  and  the  £xche<r 
quer,  (now  in  the  Inns,)  unto  the  faid  Four  Courts,, 
it  is  thought  fit,  and  ordered  by  the  Bench,  that  tb^ 
Chief  Officer  in  each  I'Ourt,  or  fome  other  trufted. 
Officer  appointed  by  him,  be  preffcnt,  to  fee  then) 
carefully  fecured.** 

On  the  lame  day  two  r^arkable  applications  were 
made  for  leave  to  pradice  as  Barrifters.  Thomas 
Robinfpn  flates  his  ferving  many  yearjj  in  the  Pro- 
thonotary's  Office  of  the  Englifh  Court  of  Com« 
mon  Pleas,  being  admitted  of  Clement^s  Inn,  &c. 
John  Brampton  to  the  fame  eSe£t ;   That  he  ha4 

beei^ 
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hMti  a  Student  and  Pra6ticer  of  the  Liw  of  Eng^ 
hnd»  (he  muft  tnean  in  an  Inn  of  Chaiicery)  for  a 
production  of  a  certificate  from  one  of  the  Four 
Inns  of  Court  would  entitle  him  ta^admiifion.  -  Each 
gMtleman  ftates  the  dvii  war^  as  ail  ezcufe  for  defe^ 
of  ftrift  regularity,  and  appeals  to  the  want  of 
Sarriftei-s  through  the  kingdom. 

In  whatever  contempt  or  deteftation  the  reader 
may  be  inclined  to  view  the  af^ors  in  fuch  guilty 
fcenesy  certain  refolves  fhew  how  difficult  it  is  to 
eradicate  from  the  human  breaft  a  reverence  for  vir^ 
tttie,  and  an  attachment  to  exifUng  Law,  ^'  Mr. 
Juftice  Dongan  furvived  hU  brethrea  oa  the  Irifh 
^ng*s  Bench  in  1 648.'' 

•  When  the  republican  flag  was  bol4l7  unfurled, 
and  the  proibription  of  one  king  followed  the  mur* 
der  of  another,  this  man  refigned  his  ftation,  though 
the  Chief  Jufticelhip  was  •  ofered  to  him,  (for  hift 
talents  and  integrity  were  univerfally  acknowledged,) 
and  the  new  Government  wi/hed  to  avoid  the  flur 
which  the  retreat  of  an  undoubted  Patriot  -  and  un«r 
tiunted  Judge  mud  occafion.  Wealth  and  power 
were  balanced  againft  poverty  and  its  attendant  train* 
— ^The  former  loft  their  ufual  attradions  when  in- 
compatible with  perfonaV  honor.  But  Dongan  was 
doomed,  by  fines  for  political  delinquency,  to  feel 
the  pr^flure  of  want» 

Thus  circumftanced,   on  the  7th  of  February, 
1658,    a-  republican  s  Bench    refolved,      *«  That 

taking 
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takixig  into  eonfideration  the  povertye  of  Mr.  Ju& 

tice  Dongan,  the  Bench  are  pkgfed  to  let  him  coiw 

tinue  his  chambers  in  the  Inns^  and  to  excufe  him 

from  paying  his  penfions  and  caft  Commons/'   The 

youthful  reader,   whofe  generous  mind  is  uncon^ 

trouled  by  habitual  hypocrify,  unfeduced  bypolidU 

cal  craft,  may  wifli  to  know  Charles's  treatment  to 

fhis  man  on  the  reftoration. — Whilft  Cfomweliiaii 

apoftates  trere  continued  or  promoted,  Dongan  was^' 

^fter  a  year's  delay,  made  a  pui/ne  Baron  ^  the  £^« 

chequer^  without  one  acre  of  land  tp  reward  his  fteni 

unbending  virtue ;  yet  as 

*^  ViT^l  to  Cato  paid  one  honeft  l!ne» 

<>  D!  ifc  poor  Donpn's  name  illuoiine  jnine** 

The  preoeding  indulgence  feemed  to  revive  a  refpe^ 
fer  intei^ty  and  lai^,  for  the  decifion  of  the  Bencli 
cm  the  preceding  memorials  was  dignified,  uniform^ 
and  correct,  ^  they  find  that  by  th$  Statute  of  Ire* 
land,  that  they  may  not  admit  them  to  prance  as 
CounfeUors  at  Law  in  the  Four  Courts,  Dublin,  but 
they  judge  fit,  that  they  fhall  hatre  liberty  to  practice 
in  the  feveral  other  Courts  of  this  nation." 

This  difpofition  correfponded  whh  the  legal  fyC* 
tern,  and  (hewed  ths^t  they  merely  transferred  alle» 
giauce  from  a  Stuart  to  a  Cromwell.  There  are 
fome  regulations  relative  to  Commons  in  the  ufuai 
ordinary  method,  but  accompanied  with  what  ought 
to  mark  legal  Ptadicers  in  this  country ;  tjierefore, 

the 
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the  extract  wHl  have  more  weight  with  the  reader- 
Ihan  any  feeble  reafoning  of  min^ 

The  Beaqh  wifely  add,  ^*  To  t^e  end  iJlfe  cujlom 
and  d^ervatipns  here  ffiay  be  reduced  to  thofe  of  the  Inns 
(f  Court  in  {ifi^land"  A  clofe*  attention  to;  that  im- 
portant principle  i^  its  full  extent  will  difpenfe  per-p 
fciEt  freedom  to  Irilhrnen^  and  elevate  ttus  long  de% 
prefied  country  to  it$  proper  ranl^  in  fcience,  arts^ 
and  arms*  . 
* 

We  mud  naturally  fuppofe  that  an  year  and  an 
^alf  was  occupied  in  repairing  the  ruined  chambers 
of  the  Judges ;  the  Chaplain  was  not  therefore  ac* 
commodated  until  the  20th  of  June,  1658,  wheii 
it  was  Ordered,  **  That  Mr.  Henry  Wootton  be  fup- 
|died  with  a  Chamber  in  the  buildings  of  Mr«  George 
Garlton,  and  that  the  laid  Mr.  Carlton  be  allowed 
fourteen  pounds  per  annum,  to  be  paid  him  by  th^ 
Treafurer  of  thisSocietyforthefaid Chambers,  during 
fuch  time  as  the  faid  Mr.  Wootton  holdeth  the  fame*'* 
As  we  find  the  Deputy,  Henry  Cromwell,  entered 
a  Member  of  the  Inns,  his  office  naturally  entitles 
bin^  to  precedence.  Ten  .pounds  is  allowed  Chief 
Baron  Corbet t  to  buy  plate  for  the  houfe,  a  further 
incentive  to  future  embez7rleiiieiit  qt  plunder, 

William  Bafil  was  Attorney  General  previous  to 
Cromwell's  ufurpation,  continued  during  the  Pro- 
tedorate,  and  fucceeded  Pepys  as  Chief  Juftice. 
His  entry  pn  the  King's  Inns  Roll  is  Attorney  G?f 
fxeral  to  the  State.    It  ^^n  fcarce  be  called  a  blemiih 

to 
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fo  transfer  allegiatice  from  fuch  i  governrlient  to? 
Oliver  Cromwell.     Hi§  fervices  and  fittr^fon  ena^ 
bled  hlrti  to  acquire  large  property,  a  coftfiderablcf 
part  of  which  was  reclaimed  by  the  legal  ownei-s  at 
the  reftoration.     Thus,  the  village  of  Donnycafney 
reverted  to  the  Corpoi^tion  of  Dublin,  and  whichf 
Bafil  obtamed  as  a  bribe,  on  the  fettlement  in  1653, 
He  even  refided  on  that  part  of  the  ground  fmce 
tendered  dear  and  interefting  to  Iriflimen,  as  the 
rural  retreat  of  the  immortal  Charlemont^  "  That  mtirt 
to  whom  the  appellation  of  patriot  may  be  more 
properly  applied  than  any  perfon  whom  this  country 
ever  produced/'  Steele  was  Lord  Chancellor  of  Ire- 
land;— he  had  been  Recorder  of  London,  Chief 
Baron  in  England,  and  was  appointed  Counfel  at 
the  trial  of  the  unfortunate  Charles.     Some  of  his 
fpeeches  prove  him  a  Lawyer  of  competent  ability j 
Irhilft  his  perfonal  charafter  was  that  of  a  proud, 
crafty,  infincere  man.     He  was  raifed  by  Cromwell 
(\f  it  be  not  a  coniradiclion  in  terms)  to  the  rank  of 
a  republican  Lord.      The  confifcated  eftates  had 
been  completely  difpofed  of  before  this  man  came 
to  Ireland,  and  Chancery  had  fcarce  any  bufineft 
but  what  flows  from  the  Common  Law  fide,  fo  that 
Steele  could  not  enrich  himfelf  even  by  the  property 
of  fuitors   through  the  medium  of  futrouftding  fa- 
tellitcs ;    his  ambition  and  avarice  were  therefore 
bounded  by  State  confidence  and  falary.-^This  gave 
him  a  timely  view  of  the  reftoration,  and  hefecurcd 
his  perfonal  fafety  by  betraying  the  fecrets  of  Henry 
Cromwell  to  Clarendon  and  Ormond.     Pepys  was 
Chief  Juftice  of  the  Upper  Bench,  to  which  fitua- 

tion 


v^ 


100  ttlSJOlLY   OF  tut 

tion  he  had  been  remoyed  from  the  ftation  o(  puifnd 
Judge  in  England.  Obfcurity  is  merit  in  a  period 
teeming  with  every  vice  which  can  flow  from  irre* 
ligion  or  hypocrify.  We  do  not  heat  of  Pepys  as  a 
judicial  blood-hound*  foliciting  the  properties  of 
convided  criminals ;  let  us  therefore  prefume  him 
teafonaUy  innocent,  and  transfer  forae  refpcft  to 
the  father  of  Pepys,  Secreury  to  the  Admiralty. — ' 
Sir  Gerard  Lowther,  Chief  Juftice  of  the  Common 
pleas,  died  in  April,  1660  j  he  acquired  a  large 
landed  property  by  fteering  with  unprincipled  craft 
through  the  boifterous  ocean  of  cotemporary  trou- 
bles, and  dying  without  iffue,  left  it  to  relstfions  or 
friends.— A  portion  of  the  King's  Inns  was  added 
to  the  plunder.  He  was  fucceeded  by  Cooke,  the 
Solicitor  for  the  Commons  on  the  trial  of  Charles* 
Cooke's  firfl:  Irifh  deftination  was  that  of  a  Provin- 
cial Juftice,  then  puifne  Judge,  from  which  office^ 
he  was  raifed  to  the  rank  of  a  Chief  Juiticci  on  the 
eve.  of  the  reftoration. 

Chancellor  Steele  made  his  peace  with  the  ne\^ 
Government  by  betraying  his  wretched  colleague, 
who  had  offended  beyond  the  poflibility  of  forgive- 
nefs  by  the  ftrength  and  fmcerity  of  his  zele  againft 
the  Royal  caufe }  he  was  therefore  feleded  as  an  ob«> 
jcd  meriting  capital  punilhment.  The  theatre  of  his 
early  treiifons  was  reviewed  by  him  for  this  melan-* 
choly  purpofej:  accident  alfo  gave  a  companion  at 
trial  and  execution  fit  to  fecond  his  enthufiafm— 
fuch  perfon  was  the  famous  Hugh  Peters,  whoca 
Cooke  thus  difmtereftedly  defcribes  in  a  pamphlet 

publiihed 


king's   IKNS,  \^i 

{ttibEihed  about  the  year  1646 :  <*  A  ixian  of  pure 
evangelical  fpirit,  Vfho  goeth  about  doing  good,  and 
may  be  deemed  a  looking  glafs  for  others*"'  ^gi  op^ 
titae  meritm  ^  d$  regno.  I  hefe  £$llow-fufferer3  did  iK)t 
forget  the  good  things  of  this  life  in  purfuit  of  reli^ 
^os  or  political  vifions.    So  early  as  the  aoth  of 
November)  1646,  a  confiderable  eftate  in  the  parifii 
of  Church  Honnyburn^  and  County  of  Worceft^rf 
ms  granted  by  ocdinance  of  ParliatOent  to  Hugh 
PeUTS,  Misifter  of  God's  Word,   aod  his  heirs* 
Cooke  vas  probably  animated  by  the  fuccefs  of  Pe^ 
ters  to  iiniiiar  pra&ices.     It  remained^  however*  for 
this  djftrafted  country  to  a£ford  him  a  landed  fet-* 
tlement ;    hither  he  came,  under  the  patronage  of 
IretoD)  and  as  that  flaunch  republican  condefcended 
to  become  Lord  Preiident   of   MunfteTy    Cooke 
deigned  to  be  a  Provincial  Juftice  in  that  Court* 
Though  confifcated  lands  were  to  be  fold  for  public 
debts,  or  given  to  debenturers,  and  the  faith  of  Par* 
liament  pledged  thereto,  regicidal  merit  fuperfeded 
the  rules  of  public  law,  and  private,  honeily.     An 
houfe  in  Watetford^  and  two  plowlands  and  an  half 
within  the  liberties  of  that  city,  formed  part  of  hit 
reward ;  nor  did  he  limit  .his  ambition  to  the  hanks 
of  the  Suir,   the  harbour  of  Cork  feemed  better 
fuitedto  his  expanded  genius ;  I  therefore  find,  that 
the  three  plowlands  cf  Barnehely  (the  beautiful  re^ 
treat  of  my .  friend  and  cotemporary,    Counfellor 
Thomas  Warren)  were  added  to  the  traitor's  {poiU 
It  will  be  in  my  power  on  a  vifit,  to  unite  focial  plea- 
fure  with  reflexion  on  the  miferable  ftate  of  fociety, 
when  a  fei\iele&  rabble  enabled  jcrafty  afibciates  to 
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tfariipfe  upon  Religion  and  Laiw,  sold  abufe  the  hime 
of.  God  to  fuch  deftni£tive  putpofes;  As  the  ffnrit 
of  Chriftianity  combines  \i^ith  the  genius  of  Free- 
dom in  reprobating  any  meafure  but  mild  and  un- 
forgiving juftice  againft  the  greateft  criminal,  I 
mud  eondenm  in  unqualified  terms  the  taunts  and 
Ikrcafnts  which  Cooke's  Judges  practiced  againft 
dieir  former  colleague  and  alFociate«'  Such  an  e:jd- 
hibition  may  fuit^  and  yet  difgrace  the  executioners 
Even  the  latter  has  been  branded  for  that  bafene& 
by  a  learnt  Law  Lord  in  our  day ;  I  am  therefore 
Warranted  to  mark  with  animadveriion,  a  condu£b 
ufelefs  to  exifting  Government,  and  highly  difgrace^ 
fill  to  judicial  chara&er^ 

The  reader  will  hot  conceive  it'  improper  to'  re^ 
view  this  traitorous  Judge  as  an  author.  During  the 
preceding  troubles  ancient  Law  and  eftabliihed 
Refigion  gave  great  difguft  to  arrogant  innovators.-^ 
It  required  fome  delay  and  difficulty  to  attain  a  per-^ 
fcOt  knowledge  of  either,  though  little  learning,  and 
left  judgment,  was  fufficient  to  exaggerate  the  promi- 
nent abufes  or  prefumed  imperfections  of  thefe  fo» 
cial  iyftems^  A  fliallow  and  vulgar  appeal  of  this 
fort  was  publilbed  againft  the  practice  and  profeffioa 
of  the  Law*  Cooke  anfwered  the  virulent  libel  in 
a  tra£t,  which  for  legal  depth,  claffic  tafte,  and 
extenfive  learning,  would  not  di(grace  Selden,  So^ 
atoers,  or  Hale. 

Authors,  however,  refenxble  other  men  in  affum* 
ing  the  tinge  of  cotemporary  manners,  and  adopt 
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\hc  folly  with  that  fervour  tvhich  genius  infpireS* 

Such  was  the  cafe  of  this  unhappy  man ;   religious 

enthufiafm  tarniflies  every  page,  and  finally  led  hiih 

into  coiirfes  of  difloyalty  and  treafon* 

The  Chief  Baron  laft  altra£is  mt  attention  ;— 
^wretch  memorable  for  corrupdon  ind  tyranny, 
without  any  perfonil  gdod  quality  or  literkry  talbnt 
to  balance  fuch  <=Aorihous  trimas:  This  obfcure  and 
infamous  man  was  regularly  bred  to  the  legal  pro- 
feOion^  but  long  difcontinued  its  praflice.  His 
broken  fortune  required  a  (ituation,  and  the  party 
gratified  that  ncceffity  y  he  therefore  moved  eatly  in 
a  fubordinate  military  line,  and  rofe  therein  with  a 
tolerable  character  for  courage  and  fkill.  Groni* 
Well's  piercing  eye  obferved  by  his  coridiift,  fitua- 
lion,  and  talents,  that  he  would  becbme  a  proper 
affociate  to  thofe  outcafts  of  eVdry  party^  with  whofd 
aid  and  eiertion  he  hoped  to  ftrfengthen  his  polition 
in  a  fecondary  line,  or  even  attain  the  full  meafurtf 
of  a  boundleb  and  criminal  ambition; 

Ireland  feemed  the  hereditary  feat  of  courtiy  ad- 
venturers, and  lay  expofed  at  this  period  to  the  re- 
publitan  band.  Miles  Corbet  .was  therefore  per- 
mitt'^d  tb  repofe  from  military  toils  ill  the  imJ5ortant 
ftation  of  Commiffionet  for  civil  affairs.  The  king- 
dom and  its  inhabitants  having  been  tried,  flirveyed, 
and  reviewed  through  every  clafs,  and  in  its  re- 
nroteft  di(lri£ls^  the  office  was  abolifhed,  and  a  fet- 
tled peace  as  t6  pafl  crimes  or  confifcated  property 
proclaimed  by  authority  of  Government.      Com- 
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peniatioh  had  not  then  been  fanfUoned  by  the  Legif- 
laturc,  or  reduced  on  common  occaiions  to  fyAe* 
made  practice,     Corbet's  keen  judgment  fupplied 
that  defed,  and  blends  in  one  luminous  a£t  the  craft, 
corruption,  and  unexampled  prefumption  of  thofe 
upftart  and  innovating  ufurpers  ;*  he  therefore  mo- 
deftly  folicifed  and  obtained  the  ftation  of  Chief  Ba^ 
r<Hi,  even  in  oppofition  to  the  Iri&  £ord  Deputy — 
for  in  1655;  when  the  Four  Courts  were  to  be  re* 
eftabliihed,  t)eputy  Fleetwood  fagacioufiy  remaiks, 
that,   in  his  opinion,  two  courts  of  joftice,   the 
Chancery,  and  Upper  Beikh,  woutd  be  fufficient, 
and  canfes  formerly  cognizable  iti  the  Common 
Pleas,  be  tried  in  the  latter.    The  legal  teader  muit 
jupprefs  his  indignation  in  the  furprife  which  this 
extravagant  propofal  ^ay  fuggeft.    He  adds>  with 
fuitable  official  modefty  and  luft  for  patronage,  that 
he  could  offer  fi^,  or  more,  fit  Judges  ibr  the  courts' 
of  juftice.  *  The  Common  Pleas  and  Exchequer 
were  to  be  buried  by  the  fiat  of  this  arbitrary  ehthu- 
fiafttf    The  lock  of  the  Common  Law,  and  the 
cftabUfhtid  key  of    the  Treafury,   (to  borrow  the 
phrafe  of  Lord  Coke)  muft  mek  beneath  the  pref- 
furie  of  a  republican  talifman,  nor  lea^e  a  trace  be- 
hind.   The  Deputy  fhewed  himfelf  a  weak  ftatef- 
man,  and  his  employers  treated  the  advice  with  fuit* 
able  contempt*    Corbet  became  Chief  Baron,  T>ea« 
furer,  and  plunderer  of  the  King's  Inns.     He  in* 
dulged  the  cuftomary  appetite  for   the  Society's 
groimd,  and  was  exercifing  fuch  fchemes  until  the 
ti[iomeatof  his  neceffary  retreat. - 
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The  laft  legal  tfibrt  of  tbis  extraordinary  man 
^as  to  puzzle  the  Judges  about  tbe  dofttine  of  pe* 
remplory  chaUenges,  and  the  regularity  of  the  form 
by  which  the  attainder  was  |>rought  into  the  Court 
of  King's  Bench^    He  was  Jed  to  the  one  {)oint  by 
the  authority,  of  foQie  ancient  aiid  iU-confidered 
cafes,  and  on  the  other  it  may  be  doubtful  whether 
the  Law^  as  it<  then  f!ood,  Idij^  not  with  him.     An. 
intelligent  people  were^  however,  fully  fiitisfied  of 
two  thing&*-*that  he  was  the  perfon  iiamed  in  the 
attainder,  and  that  his  crimes  merited  death ;  which, 
adds  an  eye  withefs,  who  reported  his  cafe,  thepri- 
foner  met  with  as  little  con6eni  a^  he  (hewed  in  the 
Court,  or  at  the  perpetration  of  £he  tfealbnable 
deeds.    The  fviccefsful  acqulfiticfis  of  Corbet  ex- 
ceeded Gonfiderably  iHc  grants  awsCrded  to  Cook. 
The  fonrier  had  be^n  a  regicide  judge,  whilH:  the 
iatter  was  a  privsCte  Pfadifer  in  that  fingular  Court. 
The  rewards  feetned  alfo  fuited  to  their  (everat 
ranks.    The  modern  tpwn  of  Ki/worth^  and  the  ad- 
jacent dl(lri£t  of  the  Condones  was  divided  between 
Lord  Dieputy  Fleetwood  and   this    Chief    Baron. 
Thefe  poh'ticaJ  rivals  had  .even  a  difpute  about  the 
change  of  its  Irifli  appellation,  Cloghteigh.     Finally^' 
the  Lord  Deputy  triumphed,  and  the  feat  of  his  na- 
tivity prevailed.     Thus,  a  Leicefterihire  plafn  feem^ 
transferred  to  an  Irifli  mountain,'  and  thfe  crimes  of 
two  traitors  exhibit  a  permanent  recoM  to  the  wea- 
ried traveller  and  wandering  highwayman.      The 
other  Judges  were  either  continued  and  promoted 
by  Charles,  or  permitted  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  trea- 
son in  private  life.     Cromwell's  adminiftration  fup- 
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preffcd  the  Vank  of  Serjeant  ia  Ireland.     King's  Seu 
jeant  bore  too  emphailcal  a  reference  to  ah  abdicated 
title,  for  innovators  or  regicides  to  uphold  it  as  a  part 
of  the  legal  fyftem ;  no  fuch  OfEcer  appears  daring 
the  ufurpation,  thbugh  engrafted  on  the  Irifti  Confti- 
tution  from  our  earlieft  records.     Surely  modern 
Lawyers  and  an  enlightened  nation  can  fee  no  rea- 
fon  why  that  fupreme  rai^  in  the  Comtoon  Law 
collegiate  degrees,  ftiould  be  funk  or  fullied  in  this 
kingdom^     It  may  correfpond'  with  the  blackened 
.  adminifttation  of  a  regicide,  but  not  with  the  gc 
vernment  of  a  patriot  king,  whofe  pride  and  prac- 
tice it  has  been  to  preferve,  extend,  and  improve 
the  full  fimilitude  of  Englifh  Law  in  his  ancient  aird 
loyal  kingdom  of  Ireland.     The  Attorney  General- 
ship was  vacant,  and  an  unjnefty  granted  to  Shep- 
cott  the  Solicitor  General.     Having  thus  difpofed  o{ 
the  principal  figures  in  Cromwell's  legal  drama,  1 
may  be  allowed  to  difmifs  the  leflef  fatelUtes  under 
the  elafs  of  mutes  or  meflengers^ 

« 

As  mankind  afe  familiarifed  to  ati  a&ra  of  ufiifpa- 
tion  by  the  tranfaftions  of  a  neighbouring  kingdom, 
and  the  continental  convulfions  of  Europe,  it  can 
never  be  ilUtimed,  and  feldom  unufeful^  to  re- 
view  the  druggies  which  fucceeded  the  murder  of  an 
Englifli  King ;  the  reader  muft  therefore  indulge 
me  with  a  few  profeffion^  remarks  upon  the  inno- 
vations which  fubverted  Englifh  Law  in  both  iffand«. 
Whilft  general  hiftorians  exercife  eloquence  or  art 
in  explaining  the  principles  of  Government,  and 
party  writers  indulgq  perfonal  enthufiafm  in  afcrilH 

ing 


^ 


king's  ikns. 


197 


ipg  anarchy  or  derpotifm,  as  bed  fuit.  intereRed 
views,  or  temporary  popularity,  be  it  the  fairer  duty 
cf  a  legal  compiler  to  limit  argument  by  fad:,  and 
prefume  the  happinefs  of  mankind  to  flow  from  a 
9iild  fpirit  of  legiflation.  The  horrors  of  civil  v^ar 
will  thus  bear  an  afpe£^  of  double  mifchief,  dealing 
put  mifery  of  every  kind  in  the  immediate  niove^ 
ment,  and  difperfing,  with  unerring  certainty,  fet- 
tled tyranny  to  the  rifing  generation, 

« 
Without  wafting  time  about  the  comparative  mer 

rits  of  parties,  let  us  mark  the  refult :   Two  branches 

of  the  Conftitution  were  completely  cut  oflF ;   the 

one  exifting  in  an  impoverifhed  exile,  the  other  ftill 

more  degraded  by  an  enflaved  refidence  within  its 

Dative  land.     Did  this  depreflion  of  fuperior  claiTes 

elevate  the  people  to  a  fcale  of  fettled  and  w;ell-ba<- 

lanced  freedom  ?  Nothing  lefs ;  human  events  conw 

bined  with  the  will  of  Providence  to  bereave  them 

of  their  ancient  legal  privileges,  without  any  power,* 

to  fubftitijte  a  new  arrangement  ii)  tbejr  place. 

The  triennial  law  was  .confidered  as  a  dead  letter, 

for  no  neweleftion  prefented  itfelf,  either  upon  the 

old  fyftem,  or  according  to  any  theory  (however  de- 

lufive)  of  reprefencative  reform.     Jn  thi^  manner 

vas  the  Legiflature  upheld  in  defpite  of  a  new  made 

remedial  law,  whilft  a  foreign  war,  aided  by  ge^^al 

domeftic  difcontent,  furniflied  a  pl^ufible  pretext  for 

the  coiuiQuance  of  a  powerful  army,  whofe  members 

confidered  themfelves  the  real  Spartans  of  an  helo- 

tic  government.    Were  the  ancient  laws  permitte4 

to 
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to  ibed  tbeir  falutary  mflaeiice  over  a  people  thus 
deprived  of  political  freedom  ?  Where  the  fenced 
of  criminal  law  are  brokea  down,  property  lofes 
half  its  v^uey  apd  the  heartftrings  of  induftry  are 
rent  afunder.  In  former  periods,  whefi  fuccefsful 
ttfurpation  difgraced  the  monarchy,  or  peerage^  the 
fword  of 'war  became  quickly  a  peaceful  inftrument, 
and  Commoa  Law  trials  fuperfeded'  the  martial 
lyltem. 

The  peculiar  aggravation  of  repuhlicaia  power 
confifted  in  an  abrogation  of  Trial  by  Jury,  by  which 
the  national  integrity  was  calumniated,  aiid  an  hap^ 
tefs.  Briton  07  biihman  immediately  and  entirely  con- 
figiied  to  tools  or  minions  of  executiye  magiftracy 
£or  exile,  torture*  or  death.  As  life  was  thus  r^- 
dered  infecure,  pecuniary  puniihments  ftarce  deferve 
coniideratioii ;  yet  how  entirely  did  they  vary  from 
the  well-tempfered  Englifli  code !  Cripiin^l  Courts 
pf  Equity  wete  created  and  eftabliih^  in  di6Ferent 
diftrifts,  without  any  reference  to  exifting  or  ancient 
law:  the  prefiding  Cpmmiffioners  exercifed  a  civil 
inquifitioiK,  and  by  fecret  or  unfworn  evidence,  fa- 
tisfied  their  confciences  in  awarding  fines  for  aftiv6 
political  delinquency^  or  a  negleft  of  proper  party 
Ssele.  Under  fiich  a  fentence  the  entire  property  was 
fc^ueftered,  and  fubjeft.  to  added  expence  of  nov^ 
and  extraordinary  legal  cofts. 

Did  the  impoveriflied  proprietor  feel. any  rcKcf 
from  the  exercife  of  Ghriftjanity  ?  That  confoling 
refuge  became  an  ^ditional  malady,  and  if,  as  an 
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ancient  £ither  coiiceived,  malady  be  die  true  ftate 
of  a  Chrillian,  government  confiraied  this  ortho- 
doxy by  figgravated  oppreffion.  The  eftablifted 
Church  was  profcnbed,  and  its  !i:otaries  or  priefts 
felt  perfecution,  whilft  felfiflmefs  or  vanity  enabled 
republican  enthufiafts  to  mould  fcripture  to  tjie  moft 
lingular  purpofes,  and  join  to  the  ftrengdi  of  hu- 
man authority,  the  vifionary  influence  of  evangelic 
iofpiration.  Such  v^s  the  (late  of  England  in  ref- 
peft  19  Religion  and  Law;  the  reader  wiH  probs^ 
bly  bejieye  morality  not  exalted  by  the  dq)reffion  of 
legal  freedom,  but  that  the  genuine  fpirit  of  both 
j^vaporated  under  felfifb  innovadoa. 

Scotland  and  Ir^and  may  well  eaccufe  a  partici^ 
jation  in  the  preceding  pofition,  and  feel  no  hurni* 
Hadon  from  ng^  jcnning  ,the  republican  band.  Btf 
they  had  crimes  of  a  deep  dye'  to  atone  for — adhe^- 
Fence  to  their  Sang,  and  aft^  his  murder,  to  the 
heir  of  monarchy,  diflinguiihed  a  moQ;  refpe£lable 
poTtioi^  of  each*  That  loyal  body  underwent  the 
horror3  and  confequences  of  unfuccefsfui  war.  The 
triumph  of  envenomed  foe$  was  embittered  by  a  re- 
flexion that  internal  treachery  completed  that  fad 
difafter.  An  extenfive  attainder  and  military  di£* 
cretioa  ruined,  or  afflifted  Scots  Prelby terians,  whgf 
felt  that  political  zele,  and  not  religious  enthufiafm, 
extended  to  a  neighbouring  kingdom  ^heir  famous 
ipoyenant. 

yAmid  this  melancholy  gloom  I  fee  no  refcmblance- 
of  general  or  pardcul^r  franchifes,  lave  in  the  eman- 
cipation 
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cipation  of  dependant  clans  from  the  power  of  then 
chief.  But  if  motives  difpenfe  the  true  merit  of 
z&B^  Utile  applaufe  can  refult  thereA'om.  It  was  a 
fignal  for  military  and  family  difunio.n,  and  not  a 
regular  qall  to  equal  laws^  or  general  freedom.  In 
that  refpefi:,  and  under  fuch  a  government,  Scotland 
yrzs  a  blank  among  furrounding  nations. 

The  full  meafnreof  human  calamity  was  meted  to 
Iriflimen,  and  extended,  though  in  a  different  de- 
gree,  to  all  claffes.  A  complete  exemption  could  only 
^rife  from  treafon  to  regular  eftablifhed  Law,  and  by  a 
violation  of  every  engagement  which  bound  patriots' 
to  their  King  or  Country.  As  if  the^urrounding 
fcenery  was  not  fufficientiy  afflictive  to  humane  and 
confcientious  Proteftants,  fu^h  chara^r  not  otAy 
(Tovered  men  with  temporaiy  difgrace,  but  became  a 
fettled  fource  of  diflrefs  and  poverty.  No  zmnc&y 
was  promifed  or  publifhed  to  pradiifed  loyalty  or 
aftive  courage,  but  upon  payment  of  two  years  in- 
come,  and  a  third  part  of  the  entire  peribnal  pro- 
perty. Let  us  look  into  the  annak  of  arbitrary 
taxatioti  or  Turkifli  tyranny,  and  the  preceding  le- 
giflative  aft  is  without  a  parallel.  Ill  a  country 
breathing  from  the  fcourge  of  eleven  years  invete- 
rate war,  and  utterly  dfeftitute  of  any  fpecies  of 
Y^ealth,  fave  the  produce  of  the  foil,  the  haplefs 
proprietor  was  to  feel  his  income  meafured,  not  by 
the>2xifting  value,  but  what  it' might  produce  pre- 
vious to  the  year  1 640,  a  period  of  internal  peace 
and  national  profperity.  With  equal  jufticCiUfe 
South  Sea  Stockholder,  in  1720,  could  be  called 
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upon  to  pay  in  proportion  to  its  marketable  cur? 
rency  previous  to  the  well  known  fall.  Such  an  init- 
pofition  rendered  impoveriihed  landholders  dependant 
flaves  to  Government,  or  en&rced  an  i^miediate  lale 
of  eflates. 

I  do  not  dwell  on  the  meafure  dealt  out  to  Papifts* 
for  imputed  crimes,  or  religious  principles.  The 
leader  can,  without  legal  refearch,  make  a  compav 
Tfitive  eftimate  by  the  zele  with  which  bad  men  fyfte? 
matifeperfecution,  when  it  is  produftiveof  property  or 
plunder ;  befides,  my  objcft  is  to  illuftrate  the  pro- 
tedion  which  a.  ^natical  crew  gave  to  honeft  and 
honorable  followers  of  the  reformed  religion.  As 
republican  ideas  firfl  flowed  from  the  Proteftant 
quarter,  the  difcdflion  may  lead  to  a  lading  caution 
againil  fimilar  innovation.  If  fo  fanguinary  and 
cprrupt  a  government  became  fettled  or  permanent, 
a  patriot  would  be  almofl  excufed  for  thinking  with 
the  Stoic,  thai  human  mifery  admitted  of  no  ;*eme« 
4y  but  poifon,  no  relief  but  death.  The  political 
monfter,  however,  fudflenly  funk  under  the  coura4 
geous  afpendaiicy  of  a  pra€tifed  pupil,  the  beft  and 
bravefl  aftipn  of  whof^  life  was  that  manly  e^er^ 
tion. 

It  exceeded  even  the  impudence  of  OromwelP; 
craft,  to  r^fufe  a  new  legiflative  Affembly.  Let  us 
review  the  principles  upon  which  it  was  eftabliihed ; 
The  right  of  franchifi?  was  wrefted  from  legal  pro- 
p^tors^  ai)d  gonfined  tQ  political- zealots  or  merce- 
n^  partifans.     Military  interference  became  an  elec- 
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tianeeyiiig  ofier  of  the  day ;  and  we  %ave  evidence^ 
that  wbers  i:orrupi9on  cooM  not  mfiuence,  terror 
vas  dbe£ted^  o^"  dtre£l  force  eicadfecL  Under  fuch 
pvaffticea  ele£bioii5  were  hdd;  the  returns  appear 
fubjed  to  a  cohtroul,  equally  novel  and  illegal*— a 
Commiffion  authorifed  the  executive  power  to  en- 
ffoatt  into  the  peribnad  ({usdifications  prevbus  to  ad- 
mffion.  By  this  ordeal^  the  temple  of  le^fiatioii 
could  not  be  approached  under  the  mofl:  vtnaniiaous. 
eiqpreffioii  of  popular  wiUL 

.  The  in^pendenpe  of  nrionaf^y  was  aflaiied  by 
unwife  or  diihonefl:  innovators  in  the  long  Parlia- 
ment \  but  rq)refentative  freedom  was  thus  render- 
ed fiibfervient  to  executive  authority*      The  out- 
works of  tyranny  were  alfo  ftrengthened  by  anotbor 
uforpation^  vaiaaiit  from  ancient  eftabliihed  law^  and 
utterly  fiifayerfive  of  democratic  rights*    fleAors 
became  fubjed  for  abufe  or  improper  claim  of  fuch 
right  to  a  fpecific  penalty-— recoverable,  by  whom**- 
the  Gcvammmt  itfelf.    If  an  informer  appeared^  half 
the  fum  rewarded  his  patriot  zele,  however  a  mi- 
nton  of  power  may  attend  at  the  poll,  and  by  well- 
timed  poUuiion  faa£tify  improper  votes  j  for  F!ariia* 
ment  had  no  internal  authority  to  correct  the  mis- 
chief, or  to  vacate  the  entire  eleftion.     Where  fuch 
undifguifed  fraud  was  fuccefs^ly  pnftifed  in  Eng- 
land—^cotiarid  and  Ireland  were  allowed  no  exen- 
tion  which  did  not  contribute  to  the  mantle  (A  gene- 
ral flavery*;  the  latter  Kingdom:  did  not  eveu  enjoy 
^'femfolance  of  reprcfentaiion  adequate  to  ita  zSkSr 

ments. 


ptents.  To  cfovm  the  fyftem  with  ftiperadded  ridK- 
cule,  uniformity  was  not  even  iqpheld  during  the  fliort 
period  of  the  Proteftorate — Parliaments  were  elefted 
under  contradidory  conftitutions., 

• 

Meantime  that  Executive  was  completely  abfo- 

hite,  and  in  its  public  meafures  equally  abfolved 

from  ancient  law,  or  modern  improvements — if  ^ 

crime  was  imputed  to  the  fubjeft,  law  books  were 

confulted  to  afcertain  his  guilt ;  but  that  venerable 

depofitary  became  infufficient  to  proteft  innocence. 

Property  alfo  feemed  deftihite  of  its  ufual  aid — ho 

hereditary  judiciary  body  blendpd  jts  own  fecurity  with 

fcllow-fijbjefts  on  an  uniform  permanent  plan.  Thus, 

whilil  judges  faded  or  bloomed  under  the  breath  of 

an  ufurper,  a  (ingle  corrupt  or  inaidequate  court  may 

commit  an  injury  of  the  moil  alarming  or  extenfive 

nature,  without  the  poffibility  of  review  or  reverfal. 

This  drfeft  became  fo  glaring  as  to  meet  univerfal 

reprobation.     Patient  flaves  united,  with  furious  fii^ 

nadcs,  in  a  claim  for  r^drefs — the  relief  was  per- 

fe&y  inadequate,  but  gaye  added  ftrength  to  ufur* 

padon. 

A  fpecies  of  mongrel  peerage  was  created,  defti* 
fute  of  its  noblell  charafleriftic — hereditary  fecurity. 
By  this  means  each  member  became  bound  to  conti- 
nue the  vaflTal  of  Adminiftration,  from  a  wifli  of 
continuing  the  fucceffion  in  his  family— ;-a  more. in- 
cumbent fear  alfo  oppreflTed  him :  he  was  not  releaf- 
ed  from  the  double  terror  of  a  trial  by  commoners, 

fmd  under  a  new-fangled  Court  of  Jullice.    In  this 

mannef* 
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manner  the  people,  equally  by  their  ferviiity  or  di& 
content,  were  paving  the  way  to  a  limited  mo- 
i^archy. 

Cromwell'  differed,  by  a  double  fingularity,  fronf 
tjie  Sovereigns  of  his  time— his  affumed  power  wa$ 
not  only  bottomed  upon.ufurpation,  but  progrefSve 
oppreflion  rather  led  to  an  hereditary  fettlement, 
than  to  his  detjironemept  or  dejithl  I  will  not  infult 
the  reader's  judgjnent  by  aflung,  could  legal  liberty 
flow  from  liich  a  fyftpm;  nor  folicit  excufe  for 
affirming,  that  if  national  manners,  or  Chriftiaa 
principles,  had  not  formed  a  ftrong  counterpoife  to 
its  complete  operation,  a  Turkifli  government 
would  gradually,  but  inevitably,  emerge  Jfrom  that 
r^  foil. 

Even  during  Cromwell-s  ufurpattop,  every  veftige 
of  Englifh  liberty  feemed  removed.  The  Habeas 
Corpus  melted  under  arbitrary  imprifonment — 
Judges  were  releafed  from  the  drudgery  of  delay  or 
deceit,  by  a  refufal,  on  the  part  of  executive  magif-  ^ 
trates,  to  obey  the  writ.  The  nation  was  cantoned 
into  military  diftricts,  and  civil  authority  rendered 
fubordinate ;  f  rin^fes  were  not  merely  punilhed,  but 
fufpicion  warranted  enquiry,  and  court  hs^tred  in- 
fured  conviftion.  The  Government  did  not  fupport 
Ufelf  by  open  vigilance,  or  concealed  information, 
but  recruited  exhaufled  finance  by  partial  plunder, 
and  difpenfed,  by  this  melancholy  example,  ^  fimi* 
tar  appetite  through  ^U  its  partifans.  ^ 
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tf*  an  added  gloom  could  pervade  fociety,  or  di- 
tide  the  members  by  encreafed  and  inveterate  hatred, 
religion  prefented,   in  monftrou?  and  rnipaflioned 
abufes,  ample  ingredients — the  reprobated  vices  of  ex- 
ploded fyftems  were  rigoroufly  adhered  to ;  and,  as 
preceding  perfecutions  flowed  from  felf-intereft,  va- 
nity was  now  fuperadded.  Each  enthufiaft  united  tlit 
privilege  of  explaining  Scripture  with  an  avdour  t6 
circulate  and  enforce  the  favourite  novelty.  Govern- 
ment profited  by  the  epidemic  madnefs,  and  exef- 
tions  which  could  not  be  warranted  by  human  ao- 
thority,  were  confecrated  as  fpringing  from  divine 
infpiration. 

£ven  the  law  mud  recede  from  old  foundations^ 
and  its  principles  be  new  moulded  to  fuftain  felfi(h 
innovators,  or  humour  a  brainlefs  populace.  How- 
ever, that  fyftem  was  inft^parably  interwoven  with 
ancient  limited  monarchy,  independent  hereditary 
nobility,  and  welf  balanced  national  freedom ;  each 
crude  attempt  was  therefore  rebutted  by  its  majeftic 
principles,-  whilft  cruel  and  unrelenting  tyranny 
proclaimed  laws  lading  triumph — in  the  awful  exhi* 
bition,  that  property,  liberty  and  life,  are  only  fecure 
and  valuable,  as  the  legal  Conftitution  is  underftood, 
attended  to,  and  revered. 

Such  criminal  and  convulsive  events  afford  inftruc- 
tion,  equally  ilriking  to  the  loyal  and  difaffe£ted.* 

The 

*  Immediately  after  the  Thomas-ftreet  irifurreCtibn^  in  1803, 
tnknown  to  Government^  and  uninfluenced  by  its  patronage,  I 
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The  preceding  fiatement  fiiMy  proves  that  Monarchy 
is  not  more  congenial  with  our  law,  dun  with  the 
eftabliihed  habits  of  the  people.    Influenced  and: 
emboldened  by  this  fentfanent)  Cromwell  revived  its 
dboliflied  authority ;  but  that  fbund  ftatefman  was 
j^ventedy  by  the  vices  neceflary  to  fupport  ufurped 
fowetj  from  completely  refenibling  an  Englilh  King  ^ 
which  embarraffinent  equally  operated  againft  the 
free  etercife  of  his  wifdom,  and  the  natural  induU 
gence   of  family    feelings,    or  perfonal  amtAtion* 
That  fingular  fituation  gAve  a  liew  edge  to  KUling  nd 
Murder ;  it  ftrengthened  fiifpicion,  and  encouraged 
cruelty.     Such  feelings  confounded "  bravery,   and 
clotided  with  difcotitent  his  private  life.     Thus  the 
alternate  feeblenels  and  tyranny  of  Cromweirs  go- 
temment  led,  with  an  equally  unerring  efied,  to 
Okc  reftoration  of  Charles.     It  is  not  mjr  intendoit' 
fo  brand  that  monarch  with  unbecoming  feverity,  or 
6zak  him  with  a  partial  and  devoted  ttXt. 

Yet  the  Government  of  this  country  endtles  him 
to  coaiiderable  appllufe.  The  precedi)ig  century; 
sUmoft  without  intermiiiion,   esthibifed  friflimen  of 

1  tvery 

^drefled  (under  tlie  fignatiire  of  M^lyneux)  fonr  Letters  to  ihcf 
people  of  Ireland .  The  laft  was  a  critici  fin  on  the  Republican  Mani^ 
feftoy  and  putjifhed  in  the  Dublin  Journal  on  the  1  Zth  ofSeptembcr.' 
I  only  mention  this  circumtlance,  to  prevent  any  (imilitvde  to  that 
Letter  from  being  confidered  «i  Plaginrifm.'^  promtfed  one  on 
the  Legal  Conftitiition  of  Ireland— iit  is  unpubliflied,   though' 

foifhed ;  and  may  probably/  with  others,  fee  the  light  oh  mf 

death. 
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hterj  detceni  tad  religion  in  a  ftate  of  civil  war. 
^agan  periecation  did  not  engender  more  cruelty 
than  Cfariftian  fe^lafifts,  and  kindred  or  cotmtry. 
men  pradifed  againft  each  other^  whiift  tht  landed 
property  was  ikook  in  every  quarter.  Charles  feld 
for  fudi  calamities^  and  as  the  naitives  of  this  king- 
dom did  not  wound  his  feelings  by  a  difplay  of  rights' 
or  grievances^  hi;  became  affectionate  to  them.  His 
publiihed  correfpondence  and  comihiinication  \vith 
Minifters,  does  equal  honor  to  his  head  an^  heart. 
it  bst$9  I  confefs,  foftened  my  diflike  of  his  coaced- 
td  hoftility  to  our  civil  and  religious  creed. 

UnaffeCEed  s^btiity  of  manners  gave  this  Monarch 
a  powerful  afcendancy  over  the  higher,  and  a  fettled 
popularity  with*  the  lower' claffes  of  his  fubjeds.  Hii 
opinion  of  the  purity,  perfection,  and  permanence 
of  Law,  widely  differed  from  his  prejudices  on  the 
fuSjeCi  (of  politick  freedom.  His  judgment  on  the 
former  was  juft,  fofid  and  profound ;  on  the  latter, 
narrow,  fuperficial  and  felfilh.  Our  prefelit  review 
is,  however,  confined  to  the  legal  management  of 
ireland.'  « 

When  the  preceding  victims  were  felefted,  policy 
combined  with  humanity  in  leaving  matters  nearly 
on  the  old  footing.  Charles  knew  by  experience,' 
how  arduous  a  talk  it  is  to  overturn  an  eftabliflied 
Covernment,  and  with  what  eafe  legal  pradicers 
conform  to  a  fyfteih  fanSified  by  time  and  precedent, 
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in  preference  to  plaufible  innovation,  or  tfiar  crucie 
fuggeAions  of  interefted  ufurpers;  Mountrath,  Of- 
rery,  and  Sir  Maurice  Euftace,  were  at  the  outfet 
Lords  JufticeSy  and  Ormond  finally  appointed  Lord 
Lieutenant.  Difcordant  parties  at  that  time  difap- 
proved  of  an  Adminiftration^  bottomed  on  the  baiis 
of  a  general  union;  Time  confecrates  its  wifdom,  as 
bed  calculated  to  heal  preceding  divifions,  or  to  caH 
for  the  undivided  energies  of  a  free  people; 

l)be  perfonal  teinper  of  Charles  confirmed  th& 
adopted  fyftem ;  he  is  not  to  be  ranked  among  thofe* 
^  weak  princes,  who  furrender  their  perfons  and  power 
to  fecond  the  views,  and  fupport  the  felfiflmef^  of 
Minifter^*  His  private  regards  feldom  interfered  in 
the  choice  of  fervants — the  name  of  a  faivouritej 
does  not,  therefore,  difgrace  his  reign*^  The  legal 
fervants  of  the  Crown  in  England  did  honor  to  his 
difcemment,  and  refleft  lafting  credit  on  the  griat 
Earl  df  Clarendon.  Bridgmarij  Hale^  Palmer^  and 
Finchy  were  men  calculated  to  difpenfe  EngUfli  bw 
tjrith  untainted  integrity  and  enlightened  flail ;  iior 
was  the  intereft  of  Ireland  unattended  to  in  a  fimilar 
arrangements 

Sir  Maurice  Euftace,  a  man  of  refpfe^able  family,- 
unblemiftied  reputation,  and  extenfive  connexions, 
was  appointed  Chancellor.  Sir  James  Barry,  'a  Ba- 
ron  of  the  Exchequer,  an  experienced  Judge  and 
able  ftatefman,  was  appointed.  Chief  Juflice  of  the 
king's  Bench,  and  created  a  Peer  by  the  title  of 
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hakd  iSaSjtrf.    $ur  Jojho  Tempk  the  OpmwelUap^ 
Mafter  of  itfabe  RoHs>  9^a8  contiifiued  ip  faid  office. 
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ITotwkihftandmg 
clafHcjiodiccomi^yiflied  Sir  Witlistm  T^ei^ple,  Imuft 
i>raBd  this  man  mtii  ^Sim  mi  feJAfb  ({ifioyalty :  hi^ 
coBaeacJon  whh.Dr.  Hammonc}  g^ve  himaii  e^fy  ao 
cds  te  <Ihaiiles  •!.  who  ixHKired  him  with  coafide^ 
lial  intta-courfe.     The  batcjie  of  N^by  cured  Sj^ 
Joim  <if  ail  ofafequious  t>ut  intcireft^d  attachment  ^ 
and  veboQ  tke  Gitbinet  (^  th^  finbappy  Pricice  was 
pubii/hed  with  malignatit  copf^me^ts    in  the  fame 
year,  and  with  a  purpofc  equally  cruel  and  deftruc- 
.tivc.  Temple's  Kiftoiy  of,  th^,  Irifli  Rebellion  reach- 
ed dbe  Eght.    "Shis  con[>pl^t*ed  i;he  ruin  of  the  SLoyal 
Alairt^,  ,Md  enabled  a  ^repablic^n  pabiiy  to  avow  its' 
exifteoce  a$  ibeceflary  for  ^ti6i\«il  yie^geance  an4 
£'eedorn.     wbece.a  jntia^  forgets  his  boundea  allegi- 
ance, jfulKH-dinate  ppiitical  ai^mbers  maft  prepare  foi^ 
treachery  it  'the  call  of  .private  Intereft  or  Jafety,    -I 
thejrefpre  :5vttUngly  belieye  that  Temple  rendered  ef- 
fential  aid  to  the  Reiloratio^^  a^d  ttierited  amnefty^' 
.but  ffiQt  confidence; 

/  •  .      -I 

Charles  feemed  to  be  of  my  opinion,  as  to  the 

objfid  and  effect  of  the  preceding  book ;  for  hear* 
ing  that  a  new  addition  was  to  Corric  out  in  h|S  reign; 
he  5idibed  to  prevent  it,  by  letter  to  the  Viceroy, 
£rQm  a  fuU  xonvidion  that  A  xevival  ,of  the  qalum- 
ni^  direfled  .againft  his  unfortunate  fa^er  muft  cre- 
ate a  :&nilar  fufpicion  againil  himfelf.    King's  Inns 
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property  feeihcd  always  a  feur  profcfliottal  purfiu^ 
Sir  John,  and  his  fon  the  SoKcitor  Genferd;  for 
two  generations  enjoyed  the  fuccefsful  traffic.  Juf- 
tice  Donnellan  was  created  Chief  Juftice  of  the 
Common  Pleas.  Byffe,  Recorder  of  Dublin,  ap* 
pointed  Chief  Baron— a  man  ufeftil  to  every  party 
which  cihproyed  him,  and  by  no  means  fcrupulous 
m  the  ei^rtionr  He  obtained  in  the  late  troubles  a 
part  of  PreJion*r  Ihn^  rieai^  Cork-HUl^  whereon  he 
built  a  refidence,  known  by  the  name  of  the  Chief 
Baron's  Houfe\  until  fubfequent  city  improvements 
cHufed  its  demolition.^ 

\        »  •    •  •  ■ 

The  law  lervarits  of  the  Ctown  ^efe  al!  Iriflimeir, 

'  as  were  a  majority  of  the  preceding  judicial  charac* 
fers.  Engliflktiied  of  the  flrft  clafs  did  not  look  for 
fuch  fituationi,  and  Minlflbrs  adhered  too  ftrongiy 
to  the  interefl  of  their  ma^  To' comply  with  the  fc$* 
licitations  of  inferior  penons.  An  early  and  ap- 
plauded  aft  of  the  new  GoVernnicm'  Was  t6  reftort 
the  Firft  and  Second  Serjeant  to  jjieir  accuftcmed 
rank.  The  ancient  fymmetry  of  the  IHfli  Confti- 
tution  required  this  correftion  of  republican  innd* 
vation,  and  the  name  of  Prime,  or  King's  Serjeant, 
was  endeared  to  royalid^  by  its  appearing  infepara* 
bly  interwoven  with  the  exiftencc  of  Monarchy. 
/Sir  Audley  Mervirtj'  the  new  Speaker^  was  appointed 
to  that  ftation :  his  tried  talents  in  a  civil  and  mili- 
tary line  entituled  him*  to  fuch  a  place,  an  office  al- 
ready filled  by  three  Speakers,  and  which  had  been 
held  (until  the  ufurpation)  by  Sir  Maurice  Euftace 
the  new  Lord  Chancellor.'    Since  that  period,  if  a 

few 
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fcV  weak  or  worthlefs  men  have  been  Prime  Ser- 
jeants, Be  it  reftiembered,  tbat  the  legal  talents  of 
a  Bernard,  ajid  Singleton;  the  eloqyerit  powers  of 
an  Hutchinfon,;  and  z  Burgh,  <?^e  difplayed  in  that 
ofEcial  fituation,  and  the  full  union  of  both  perfec- 
tions in  thy  pfetfon,  O  all  acqompliihed  Malone  i 
A  man  who  Would  b^  entituled  to  a  complete  com- 
petitioii  with  Cicero^-  if  he  united  philofopbic  re/earch^ 
of  Uttered  amipofitiort,  tp  prafefflorifll  exertions  and  fe-, 
ttatoriai  talents.    The  Second  Serjeant's  falary  was  at 
this  time  alfo-encreafed'  and  permanently  fixed  upon 
the  eftabli/hment.    A  peaceful  union  did  not  long 
mark  the  King's  Inns,  which  arofe  from  a  trifling; 
iaddent,  bat  was  attended  with  firigular  events. 

Among  the  Judge«  were  Sir  'Jerome  Alexander:, 
Second  Juftiee  of  the  Common  Pleas,  and  Sir  Wil- 
liam Aftoti;  Secoftd,  Jufticc  of  the  King's  Bench ; 
the  ftruggle  \i)as  about  precedence.       the  King's 
fetter   for  tlie   latter  bears   a^   earlier  date    than 
that  f&r  Sir  Je^Oftid.     Patents  pafs  on  the  fame  day, 
4nd  both  are  fworn  together.     Sir  Jerome  Alexan- 
dtr  was  ancient  in  the  Engli'fli  Inns  of  Court,  and 
pubfilhed  the  caf^  in  a  guarded,  polite,  ani  learned 
manner,  with  his  ninie  annexed  thereto.     To  this 
an  aaonymous  and  acrimonious  atifwer  was  given. 
It  was  imputed  to  Sir  William,  as  his  fide  of  the 
qoeftion  was  not  only  vindicated,  |)ut  fome  piefunicd 
converfation  between  thefe  legal  knights  intrqiiucecl 
and  animadverted  upon.     The  well  known  Patriclc 
Darcy  was  fent  to  demand  an  explanation,  and  a 
"^'pkr  challenge  fucceeded^  on  Sir  William's  refafal  to 
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niake  the  ffighteft  conceffioA,  or  tttn  to  explain  die 
h&i  Hiough  Afton  figured  as  a  Colcnel  during  the 
hte  ufurpationj  he  declined  the  combat,  aiid  even  ap- 
plied for  an  information  agaiaft  Barcy. 

Hiis  applicadoii  was  refufed  hj  his  brethren,  as 
Sir  William  did  not  deny  in  hte  afgdant,  that  he 
^rote  the  libel,  or  was  privy  to  the  publication. 
iTius,  the  breach  was  drawn  \wder,  and  thifc  inft- 
mous  Judge  brought  Barcy  upon  hfe  fliouiden. 
Official  robes'  operated  Kke  a  confecratcd  cover  to 
ftield  the  wretch  from  an  horfewhip,  but  he  was 
flifabled  from  vifiting  his  native  conntry  tantil  Dar- 
cy's  Heath,  hf  the  teitor  of  fuch  infli^Kon.    Thb 
Angular  evient  operated  like  a   patent   of  indem- 
tnty  for  duels,-  and  covered  attfempts  i^  punifh  fuch 
provocations    m    yoiingci'  perfons   iWth  ridicule, 
tlharles,  notwitHflandin^his  eonteiript  for  tiie  cow- 
ardly libeller,  refohred  to  remove  them  both^  and 
was  with  difficuHy  prevailed  upon  fo  withhold  fuch 
juft  refentmenti"   With  refpeft  ifo  ^  ciharafter  of 
thefe  remarkable  ti^^n,  ^fton  will  appear  in  this  HiA 
tory  a  profligate  rogue,  and  deceitful  Treafurcr ; 
and  Alexander  was  undoubtedly  a  man  of  ftrong 
paffion,  but  great  ihtegrity,  and  known  public  fpi- 
rit.     He  even  left  his  library,  among  other  boun- 
ties, to  Trinity  College,  being  probably  too  wife  to 
trufl:  fuch  a  beqtiefl  to  King?s  Inns  aifodates,  or  ju- 
dicial brethren* 

The  foregoing  trial  by  battle,  the  reader  may 
imagine,  fettfed  the  \z^  and  pra&ice  of  precedence 

among 


i 


among  Judges  for  fuqceeding  generadon&i  when  lo  I 
an  equally  fingul^  .^^PPte  arofe  in  James's  reign 
between  two  fimilar  p^gns,  in  which  the  claimant 
neitl)fir  (hewed  pcfrton^  -Ipkit,  nor  legai  judgment. 
He  was  appointed  a  Judge  of  <the  King's  Bench  in 
the  room  of  its  fenior  puifne^  imd  demanded  preceii^ 
dence  .as  fuch,  ^without  allowing  ihe  e;;2u(ling  Judge 
to  advance  thereto.    Had  the  wretch  not  l)een  as 
deficient  in  pjofeffionai  learning,  as  in  geatiesp^ly 
manner^,  the  point  was  explained  in  Law  Report- 
ers, and  muft  he  obvious  to  every  man  of  common, 
fenfe.    The  conteft  was  managed  with  correfpon^- 
dent  deoQTum — they  tore  each   other's  robes   in 
mounting  the  Bench,  and  feconded  the  aflault  with 
language  as  brifk,  adds  my  Author^  as  could  hap- 
pen among  women* 

A  P^liam^t  was  (ymmoned,  ^nd  having  conti* 
nued  £br  fome  few  years,  fuch  an  aiTembly  wsts  no( 
convened  during  the  remainder  of  his  reign :  it  trai- 
toTouily  fet^liBii  hereditary  revenues  Mpon  the  Crown^ 
and  thereby  fealed  its  own  extin^Ejtion ;  even  in  an 
aft  of  revenue,  which  the  Crown  had  a  juft  riglu 
to  exped  in  perpetuity,  it  being  a  compenfation  for 
the  hereditary  feudalifni  of  wards  and  liveries  \  ^ 
grois  fraud  was  jcommitted  againft  the  peafantry  of 
the  land. — ^To  them  no  privilege  was  granted  j  no  re- 
demption of  income  conceded  \  ellated  men  alone 
felt  the  benefit,  whilft  thfs  burthen  was  laid  on  the 
nadon  at  large,  and  the  labourer  obliged  to  work 
pght  days  for  the  privilege  of  an  hearth,  with  ano* 
ther  week  exhaulled  in  ft^tute  o^^road    labour. 

Thus, 
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Thus,  a  review  of  ancient  Law  exhibits  the  fupcf  ior 
comfort  and  juftice  enjoyed  by  the  cottager  or  arti- 
fan  of  our  time.  Thefe  refptftable  and  hoiieft  claf- 
fes  of  fociety  are  releafed  frorti  the  latter  grievance, 
and  the  former  modified  in  fuch  manner  as  nearly  to 
do  away  the  original  wrong.  The  nation  encre^fed 
in  population  and  comm<;rce,  fo  as  to  repair  in 
twenty  yeirs  the  mifchiefs  of  a  preceding  century. 
The  King's  Inn$  Society  moved  on  in  noifelefs  lan- 
guor, merely  reviving  the  preceding  orders  and  pe- 
rialt3t?s  about  Commons,  'for  it  was  not  thought  de- 
cent to  adhere  to  any  regulation  under  Cromwell, 
though  fome  certaii^ly  nieritcd  imitation  or  cqntinu* 


ance. 


In  September,   1662,    the  following  ordef  wa§ 

ipade :  "  That  the  fooms,  late  the  Records  of  the 

Court  of  Exchequer,  be  left  unto  Sir  George  Lane, 

Knt.  for  the  ufe  of  the  Cajile  Chamber^  at  fuch  rent 

as  the  Steward  of  this  houfe  and  he  ftiaU  agree  up* 

on.'*     It  may  ftartle  fuch  readers  as  prefer  the  fettled 

fecurity  of  eftahliflied  Law  to  thel^enevolent  prpo- 

litic  difpofition  of  tranfitory  adminiftfatipns,  when 

I  aflure  them,  without  the  fear  of  rehitatlon  '  that 
•  ■ '    *  *     »     «    ■•  ■0    '  '^^  _j 

the  Court  Starchamber  (or,  as  it  was  called,  CaJtU 

Chamber  in  Ireland)  both  by  Common  Law  and  un- 
repealed Statute  authority,  ftill  exifts  in  this  ifland. 
I  am  not  fearful*  of  its  praftical  revival,  but  legal 
fafety  Ihould  not  hahg  on  the  frail  virtue  or  fleedng 
pciftence  of  any  man.  Iriftimeii  will  not  bear  to 
hold  their  franchifes  by  a'  bafe  tenure,  not  even  at 

the  will  of  Mifefty.    '  •  " 

•   ■    ^  Our 
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Oar  union  enforces  an  aiEmiladcm  of  Irifh  wicJt^ 
flngliih  Law  in  all  pojpri\)le  points.   Meaning  to  lay  a 
full  comparifon  before  ^t^e  public  in  a  fhoit  time : 
the  reader  fliould  not  ^be  thus  troubled  by  the  reci- 
tal, but  the  meafure  fell  in  my  way,  audit,  would  be 
impiety  to  oyerloojt  it.     The  rejul^  will  even  find, 
that  in'  1 669,  Charles  U.  with  a  proper  fetnily  fpirit, 
inftru^led  a  new  Iri(h  Viceroy  to  extend  and  jjipprove 
the  practice  of  this  Court  in  the  following  maiy^er  : 
We  are  informed,  that  fmall  profit  hath  heretofore 
Qome  t9  our  Exchequer  by  Caftle  Chamber  finfes, 
though   mifdefniefhors   proper  for  punifliment  ia 
that  Court  are  many«     It  was  therefore  earneftly  re- 
commended to  refettle  ajid  uphold  the  honor  and  ju- 
rifdiaion  of  that  Court  for  the  reprefling  exorbitant 
offences,  \ii4ierein  the  learned  Council  were  to  do 
their  duty  faithfully*     Thus,  Charles  upholds  my 
(pinion,  that  it  wa^s  not  legally  diflblved.    Even  in 
i592,  heads  of  a  bill  were  introduced  to  abrogate  ii]i 
Ireland  the  Caftle,  or  Starchamber,   whereby  the 
reader  can  perceive  that  9  Chief   Qovernor  who 
would  introduce  .its  praftice^  could  not  be  conyifted 
of  doing  zn  illegal  a(3:,  though  proper  principle^  of 
policy  or  humanity  may  revolt  at  jthje  revival.     On 
fuch  foundation  a  King's  Bench  Judge  probably 
Jx>ttqmed  h»«  opinion,    when  he  faid,  that  Caftle 
Chamber  authoiity  ^n.d  difcipline  merged  in  the 
King's  3ench. 

Novenrf>er  28th,  1663,  the  following  order  is 
^ade :  "  That  all  Benchers,  Counfellors,  Officers, 
Attomies,  and  other  Members  of  this  Society,  fliall 

pay 
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pay  thdt  C2tft  Commons  and  ^enfiom  acccrfding  tq 
ihe  former  order,  upon  the  penalties  therein  ex- 
prefled.*  The  above  equal  and  juft  refolation  de- 
ferved  enforcement  by  expiilfion  from  the  Sopiety, 
which  would  be  ^n  iraple  and  adequate  puniffiment. 
An  attempt  to  fupport  fuch  ml?  by  a  pretention 
from  prj^ftice.  Were  it  evet  fo  legal,  defeated  the  ob- 
jeft  by  the  extravagance  of  tjie  pieafure,  ind  was 
therefore  never  afled  upon. 

In  the  year  1 6(54,  a  petition  was  ptefented  to  th€ 
t)uke  of  Oxmond  by  the  Ste^yard  of  the  Society, 
that  foldiers  Were  quarterfed  in  the  King's  Inns,  ana 
he  affeffed  on  account  of  refidencd  there,  ft  was 
referred  to  the  Lord  l^ayor  and  Sheriffs,  whd  de* 
hied  that  they  gaee  any  fucb  orders.  However,  td 
remove  all  doubts  updn  the  fubjef^,  povemment 
made  an  order,  That  the  fite  of  the  King's  Inns, 
or  in  the  poffeffion  of  the  Judges,  or  Any  other  of 
the  Society,  Ihould  be  privileged  ftom  fuch  itnpofi- 
tion.  I  record  the  preceding  circumflancc  from  a 
conviftion,  that  whenever  tHe  intended  chj^itibers  ar6 
fihifhed,  the  Irifh  Viceroy  tyrill  i^eyiveand  faiiftify  xht 
ancient  exemption. 

The  reader  muft  at  laft  be  relieved  ft'om  the  lan^ 
guid  dullnefs  of  King's  Inns  extracts,  and  the  cbi- 
fervaiions  which  accompany  them,  by  an  ifluftra^ 
tion  of  a  matter  which  afcertains  the  birth  of  as 
great  a  genius,  and  as  unbending  a  patriot,  as  ever 
graced  this  country.  It  alfo  recoghifes  the  account 
given  \>y  that  eminent  man  of  his  family  and  pa* 

rentage, 


r^nnge,  fqppojn^d  by  m  tn^dotiAited  ddcfimeac  of 
hh  fattier.  In  1665,  y<^^km  Swift  tuemorlats  the 
Bench  fof  the  office  ^f  Steward,  or  Under  Treafb- 
rcr,  modeftly  ftating,  that  he  was  qualified  for  the 
empjioymertt  by  being  an  affiftant  to  Mr.  Wak,  who 
htcly  filled  that  fituation.  He  further  let  forth, 
that  his  father  and  whole  family  were  loyal^  and 
faithfully  ferved  his  Majefty^  $s  well  ^8  Cbartesi,  . 
by  which  they  werq  great  fufiFerers.  That  gentle- ' 
man  was  admitted  an  Attorney  ^d  Memb^  of  th;^ 
ffing^s  Inns,  Hilary  Term,  i66^^  in  the  following 
terms :  ^  Jonathan  ^wift,  Gent,  was  admitted  into 
the  Society  of  this  houfe,  and  hath  paid  for  his  ad- 
miffion  (the  ufual  fee)  13s.  4d.  on  the  twenty-fixth 
of  jancary,  1664 — 5/*  On  the  25th  of  Janoary, 
t66^-H^,  he*  was  appointed  Steward^  or  Under 
Treafurer,  and  afterwards  authorifed  to  receive  from 
the  Members  the  Penfions  and  caft  Cotillons  for 
the  bendit  of  Mrs.  Wale,  widow  to  the  preceding 
Stewardt 

On  the  25th  of  April,  |66;,  Mr»  Swift*s  niw 
0mety  death  caufed  a  fimilar  application  from  hi^ 
afflicted  widow  \o  the  Bench,  that  they  may  autho<r 
rife  her  brother-in-law^  Mr»  William  Swift,  to  coU 
led  the  arrear  due  to  her  hulband :  her  requeft 
was  acceded  to  with  becoming  promptitude.  Such 
order  had  a  proper  effeft;  ho^vever  12I.  and  up- 
wards remained  upon  fettlement  due  ffom  her  huf- 
baiKl  to  the  Society,  and  lool.  from  the  Members 
of  that  Society  to  Mr.  Swift,  of  which  76I.  and  up* 
irirdS)  was  due  by  the  perfons  who  dined  at  tbe 

Bench 
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Beach  taUe.  .  Tbe  legal  reader  will  blufli  to 
^he  rule  of  that  grave,  learned,  and  religious  bod^ 
r— it  was  not  to  advance  the  lool.  to  this  unfortu- 
mte  wom^,  xigr  manfully  to  difcharge  the  acknowr 
ledged  d^bt  of  tjheir  own  defaulters,  but  to  choof(( 
put  of  the  arrears  dujb  from  the  Bench  table  a  funi 
to  balance  her  account  of.  i  aU  and  to  recpnimend  ^ 
further  payment  from  the  body  ^t  large. 

The  birth  of  our  great  countryman  fii^U  be  no^ 
^certained  beyond  cavil  or  doubt.  He  was  born  oi^ 
the  thirtieth  of  November,  1667,  and  in  the  fol- 
lowing month  of  January  his  mother  renews  a  con* 
pUijit  of  ^agrr.ears  to  the  ^ench,  with  a  pathetic  re- 
|)re&ntation  of  }ier  neceffary  diftrefe.  How  maay 
)contradidipp$  were  heretofore  reconciled  to  mal^j^ 
<iiini  {f  native  ef.  Lm^Jier  I  H^s  viother  muft  be  pre* 
fum^  to  travel  poA,  apd  at  /^afe,  for  t^e  purpoie  of 
appearing  at  the  King's  Inns  in  five  weekslk'om  her 
lying-in.  All  this  is  to  be  believed  in  preference  to 
\i\%  own  account,  or  the  atteflation  of  a  refpeftable 
imxA.  However,  iancy  or  falflxood  muft,  \  be-^ 
lieve,  yield  to  recorded  truth,  which  would  be  fet- 
tled beyond  contradidion,  if  abftrafts  of  King'$ 
][ims  acpounp*  had  I}e^  printed  during  the  Dean's 

'  .  '    life, 

* 

P  On  the  \^h  of  March ^  1797,  an  order jpf as  modi  io  prin^ 
ihe  Account t*  Had  not  this  been  the  cafe,  I  would  not  be  able 
ro  prefent  the  reader  with  any  ftatemeiil  of  fuch,  nor  to  have 
them  completely  fettled,  as  they  are,  in  my  poifeflion.  My  rea- 
(jan  for  not  publiihipg  the  whole  at  this  moment,  or  wiA  the 
ihird  par)  of  the  NVof k  next  Winterj  aiifes  from  delicacy,  as  I 

^     underftand 
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Mfcj  which  laudable  cuftom.  has  been  only  adopted 
from  the  year  1797.  Let  an  integrity  fimilar  to 
Swift's  mark  future  anecdotet,  and  the  preceding 
circumftances  afcertaln  his  birch,  the  profeflion  of 
his  father,  and  honeft,  but  ja^merited  adverfity  of 
the  furviving  parent*  It  was  her.  aggr^ated  misr 
fortune  to  folicit  an  unfeeling  groupe,  whofe  fable 
records  atted  a  more  prompt  difpQn.tioii  to  fppport 
fraud,  and  encourage  tyranny,  than  to  render  ju£* 
tice,  or  to  relieve  with  fenfibilily  the  orphan  ^nd  wi- 
dow's fcrloxn  figh.  ' 

Meantime  perfonal  diftrefles  multiplied,  and  dcv 
prived  her  illuftrious  offspring  of  maternal  care ;  for 
^e  are  told^  in  the  Life  of  Swift,  that  he  was  uurfed 

by 

pnderftand  that  a  iuit  has  been  ordered,  and  is  inftantlj  to  be 
inilttuted  againtl  the  Reprefenratives  of  the  !^te  Treafurer.  Let 
yue  afiure  the  reader,  that  many  nice  and  itnportant  points  wil) 
aLfife  in  that  invei^igation,  which  vf'iW  make  a  report  of  it  per* 
fedlly  original  and  unprecedentec*.  {/"  f  lifue^  I  pledge  myfelf 
to  ^\3  it  to  the  Public  with  an  appropriate  commentafy^  and  an* 
nex  thereto  i*it  entire  Accounts  from  1789.  Meantime  lei  me 
obferve,  that  from  Trinity  Term.  1S03,  there  has  beeo  no 
tcrmly  ttatemwit  of  King's  Inns  accounts  printed  for  t)ie  ufe  an4 
information  of  the  Repcbers,  or  ^society  at  large,  a  meafure  ra- 
ther more  neccflary ;  for  fince  1803,  the  office  of  TVeafurer  has 
been  annual  and  the  buflncfs  not  perfonally  managed  by  that 
DflGcer,  as  n  the  time  of  Mr.  CaldhecL  I  pref^me  //;<  order 
forgot ^  4ind  therefore  thus  apprife  the  Society  and  all  parties, 
of  i(x  exiftencej  for  (o  Juppofjett  e^vadcd^'  would  be  reviving, 
amid  a  pretended  reform,  and(  without  any  proper  authority,  ^ 
more  inveterate  abufe  than  afFe^ed  the  Society  in  any  preccdinj 
period. 


bf  i  Whiteharen  imman,  "vlio  waii  not  paid  hj  ^' 
HnpoveriAed  parent,  but  feeling  the  accuftomed  af* 
ftOiim  attached  to  her  fituation,  carried  the  infant 
with  her  to  Englaxid*  This  authoitic  memorial  may 
fa^kfy  the  doubts,  or  remove  the  fcepticifin  fo  art* 
fttlly  raifed^  and  mduftrioufly  circulated,  about  the 
time  and  place  of  his  birth,  or  the  fituatipn  of  thg 
Ibmilyk  Ireland  is  fatiated  with  the  brave,  honeft 
|uid  enlighlsned  natives  who  haye  undoubtedly 
adorned  her  calendar.  Swift  h?d  neither  vanity  not 
meannefs  fufficient  to  deny  his  country  ;  his  daflic 
and  accompliflied  friend,  Dr.  Sheridan,  has  confirm- 
ed this  fia^~-an  authority  fuijicient  to  outweigh,  by 
jcharaAer  and  fituation^  an  hoft  of  venal  or  interefte^ 
|»ograp^ers« 

Wheii  jpi  Iriihman  commences  his  career,  it  may 
p€  ufeful  to  afliime  the  pretended  accident  of  EngUf^ 
^h.  This  circumftance  will  contribtite  to  the  me* 
rited  popularity  of  young  Rofcius,  and  correft  th« 
probable  inconvejoience  of  a  Milefiaft  fumame ;  but 
when  age  Or  accident  hay.e  fixed  irrevopably  the  rank 
of  an  individual,  the  continuance  of  fuch  an  artifice 
§8  an  added  di%raee  to  the  party,  ^nd  a  premeditated 
Infult  to  the  community.  Congreye  praftifed  the 
preceding  fraud  to  the  cjofe  of  fife— neither  ifland 
iball  ftruggle  for  his  birth,  nor  fhield  an  old  bache* 
|or'a  vanity  from  the  fatyric  pen  of  Voltaire. 

I  find  alio  that  the  King's  Inns  rec6rd  fanfidfies 
^e  account  given  by  our  ingenious  countryman.  Sir 
Itichard  Steele,  of  his  fatl^en    For  on  the  nth  of 

June, 


ixati  i6$7^  '' Richar4  Steele,  Efquirei  wasadsak* 
ted  of  the  Society,  and  paid  aa  adnuffion  lee  of 
aL  f  3^  4d/'^-HUi  ttodottbted  proof  of  bis  ftatkMi  a$* 
a  Barrifien  The  reader  vrtfl  ezcofe  me  Sar  addfaigf 
tiut  die  toil  of  refeardi  lias  been  ligfatenedy  and  ren« 
dered  agreeaisle,  by  a  refiexton  that  this  Hiftory  or 
Account,  e^^bdned  a  conceaied  fyftem,  m  vAddt 
the  daifcnefs  of  crime,  or  ruggednefs  of  vioe,  nay 
occafionally  interrupt  perieV:er&ig  progfeis;  biU 
through  the  gt6om  villas  opened,  difplaying  views  of 
AuTOunding  genius ^  kiiegrity^  MdimiragCy  fttcb  as  en* 
iitiiie  Jbrelabd  to  an  b^gb  tioA  ammg  furrmmdmg  na^ 
ikns^  aad  pfeeuliarl]^  adapt  her  to  an  eqwA^  kgcJ^  and 
legifiative  Jiatim  ttutb  Great  Brkam. 


The  lietuiktH  began  to  exercife  a  beconuDg  can^" 
Aon  as  to  the  tict^  and  property  of  the  Houfe,  by 
ttdering  Lord  Sant^f  io  bring  thf  Patent^  and  the 
Ci^ef  Baron  to  bring  with  him  the  filver  JBo^u;t^  and 
i£6^  P&ii(^  appertaining  to  the  Hooftk  6nthelame 
day,  being  the;  a^A  of  Jailnary,  1665,'  MichadL 
AichUihop  of  DoUin,  and  Ohancellor  of  Irdandt' 
6eft<mod  a  piece  of  plate  on  th^  Society^  which  was 
delivered  to  Sir  ff^illiam  AJhm^  ih  Tre^wrir.  Th« 
fufpedl'ed  diihonefty  of  privileged  perfons  produced 
an  Older  to  ibe  following  efibd;,  on  the  7th  of  May, 
1666: 

**  It  &  Ordered,  That  the  Treafoiser  for  the  time 
being,  doe caltnpon the  former  Treafurers^  and  fupb 
aiher  perfons  2^*  have  tiie  Letters  Patent  Df  this 
Houfe,  or  any  other  writings,  evidences,  plate  .-or 
t^4  goods 


goods  belonging  to  this  Sbci^^  and  dtoiaftd  iitia 
iec^ye  the  fame  into  hfs  cuftody,  and  give  an  account* 
diereof  before  the  end  of  CommoiiDB."  i6th  No-' 
irember,  1666.  The  preceding  orde^  was  repeated/ 
and  the  Treafurer  examined  as  to  hfs  compliance: 
therewith—That  officer  declared,'  .that  he  waited 
vponr  Lord  Santfy  for  the  Letters  Patent,  and  t&i 
filate  and  other  goods  of  the  Sodety-^o  ^hich  his" 
Lordihip  return^  an  evqfive  an/wer: 

Oil  the  a5th  of  April,  1667—"  Ordered,  Tha^ 
BirWilfiam  Afton,  Treafurer,  do  apply  to  Lord* 
(Bantry,  and,  in  the  name  of  this  Society,  demand 
of  hi$  Lordfliip  the  Letters  Patent  and  other  writi 
ings,  mneyy  flate  or  other  goods^  yet  in  his  Lordfhip's 
hands  belonging  td  this  SiDdety^  dnd  that  fhe  Trea« 
fiircr  receive  and  keep  the  fami.^*   .  The  Treafurer  waor 
ordered  to  repo4  the  eStd  of  his  Addrefs,  which 
Sir  William  did  in  the  fajlowing  terms:    ^  Th^ 
Chief  Jufticte  fiq^ s  Be  will  himfiif  give  anfttxr  to  the 
Bench  herein.*^    The  Bench  then  re({uefted  that  hid 
Lordihip  would  girejlhem  a  meeting  upon  Wednef^ 
day  next,  which  mefl^  the  Ti'eaforer  deltreredH^ 
but  bis  Lwd/bif  csme  mt** 

« 

On  June  i6v  i«69,  the  feid  Sir  William  Altorf 
delivered  a  note  of  what  pewter^  brafsy  linen  and 
dber  goods  belonged  to  this  honorable  Society— not 
a  word  of  the  Plate  which  had  bedn  delivereci  fo'this 
iNrorthy  Judge.  The  Society  alfo  preferved  a  neceiSi 
hrf  fitence,  fbr  the  preceding  deUnquents  died  fobn 
rfteft 

The 
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The  frffe  o(  tKe  Kihg^s  Inns  feerils  to  engraft  a  fin- 
gular  and  oppofite  difpofitioh  upon  its  inhabitants. 
^hc  friars  ihcdTantly  deceived  nlankind  to  eh/ichf 
the  Society  Their  legal  fucceffors  conftaintly  .plun- 
dered thi  hotffe  of  its'  eftate  or  goods  to  aggrandize 
gracelefs  defcendants.  Santry*s  tbwn*houfd  wa^ 
where  Mr.  Finlay's  Bank  has  been  lately  held,  and 
trhich  then  belmiged  to  the  Society.— This  accoonts 

for  a  detemion  of  the  Letters  Patent.- 

•  •    • 

If  thefe foul  deeds  were  recordedby  Sir  Edward 

^oke,   his   zele  for  the  honor  of  our  profefHon 

ttrould  prophefy  vengeance  6n  thfeir  race,  as  he  pr<55. 

nounces  thisTmgtdar  bleffing  upon  hofieft  Bafrifterd; 

-—that  (bey  feldom  die  int^ftate,  or  without  iflueV 

What  t^ouid  be  counted  in  that  great  nian  zele  oi 

£igacity,'  ihiift  Ire  deemed  in  me  an  impudent  or 

tniane  effarioft^     ?ef  a^  fingular  fate  attended  th^it 

refpeftive^  heirs-^^-each  becfme  <ionvi£ldH  of  High 

Trcafon  j — the  fon  of  Sir  WitlisCm  in  tbte  year  1686, 

and  tlie  defendant  of  Santry  in*  the  year  1739.     A 

fymptdmcf  Providence,  however,  may  be  admitted 

in  the  accident  which  led  to  this  review,  and  enablefs 

me  to  give  the  detail  with  an  accuracy  equal  to  JEgyp. 

nan  annals  \ — ^wherethe  afts  of  Monarchs  were  drf- 

pofited  in  their  ffrave,  and  only  opened  for  intped* 

tton  after  the  lapfe  of  a  century.     For  co-teifnporary 

Singes  Inns  deeds,  and  the  motives  of  mdiviclua!^, 

when' the  afting  parties  and  their  Hiftorian  are  laid  \h 

daft,  patriotifm-  extorts  a  wi(h,  that  firmnefs  and  iii- 

tffgrity  may  mark  the  diicu/Iion.' 
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0»  the  15A  of  ^nc,  i6^7i  •*'  ^4ei^>  'Hia< 
Jbba  WilfoD^  Etx^c^  ^arrift^  alt  Law,  b^  a^4  i« 
ydnjtted  of  tfab  Sockty,  he  firft  4;aiuxig  th6  c^tl^  of 
^ujiFenacy  ia  Cfa  joiCery,  and  afterw^inls  ^afiering  iiua 
CoRHnoasy  a^d  ^xi^oani^  to  ihe  XiAs$  and  ^4eis 
^  the  Sooiet^*'' 

The  piwrdiii^  /Pi4e  ieA<Jedi  to|iroMft«n^ifiethe  So-" 
ciety^  but  ftill  fli^^^  iha^^K^effioiud  poiiUQH  ^ 
liot  hang  on  being  a  Member  of  the  King's  Inns,  t 
Ifec^ore  ^dln  il^f^  Mr.  Ca^Qgan,  &ther  itoiour 
gtUMt  couoirymah^  <be  £drl  Cadogao,  a  ^c- 
66Bg  ItafriftoFo  md  Ato^nher  of  P«r|i2M«ot,  but  ne- 
ier  fCfiteFed  c»fi  fi^  Kjdils  of  this  So^ty.  ia  1692, 
AoddfyiNB^uwt'V^^  thiefoUowi^lisrriftmanear 
«is  Meoiheiiit  €^  l^jtrUanxent,  jaw}  PJedidacs  ;befoff^  the 
J^oufefof  I4^rd4  on  ^ri^:(f  Krrcifr^nli  Afp^s^  but 
i;race  xipc^  j^ing'«|ms.Edli :  Robert QtJt0y^  y^n 
fiiamerAaffit^  y^f^Ccghiaui  M^^  JLangford^  even 
JMh:  TSmcu^  ^{d^&m^sriB)  yujiice  Ca$te^  Axeas  Sang^s 
CounoiU  aftd  Aiacoidef  <^f  JDf8>lin)  bm:nQladnihtfid 
KB  the  SLic^$  inxu  jamU  his  «levatkm  ito  the  Bench. 
Jifiis  f\&cce0br  m  the  city  pr(Hnotio«i,  Mr.WUlum,  <af- 
.terwgi;d6;)  SirWiUiim  Mandcod^  wits  jXfiever  of  it.  To 
iiKeU  the  catatogue  upon  Xo  cletc  a  pomt^  would  jas- 
jfiHxtbJe  ^ringUlg  imy  collateral  aruiionty,  %£cfor  C4^ 
J^Hktm^  to  pro»re  an  ddeft  fon  ^mr  ^daw  io  Us  fa- 
ther. Indeed  fubfeqttent  fbttutes  estforced  certain 
fiidoA^  an  obierxance  of  which  Ju4ges  i/tat  bound 
.tip  attend  to,  and-Barnfliers,  .previous  ^to  pia£t|ce,  4»b- 
figed  to  conform  with.  This  alteradoa  prcrbablyied 
to  the  miflake  a$  to  any  neceflkry  unioh  of  both 

fituation&' 
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iituations.  Thua  the  interior  authority  of  the  So^ 
ciety  hs^  the  iktne  bottbm  with  nvany  legal .  reports, 
m  which  the  decifion  is  right,  though  Judges  may 
tni/lake  the  true  principle,  or  deviate  /rom  it  ia 
Iprbnouncing  their  unbiafTed  opinions; 

As  duty  impels  me  to  explore  the  ancient  property 

of  our  Society,  and  aicertain  its  exifting  amount^ 

an  Qrd^  of  the  2d  of  June,  1676,  requires,  "  That 

the  key^  of  the  feats  in  the  Church  of  St.  Michan, 

heretofore  ufed  by  this  Society  and  the  fervants^ 

be  delivered  to  the  cuftody  of  the  porter  of  this 

houfe,  who  was  to  attend  every  Sunday  and  open 

the  iame.^'     Length  of  time  operates  in  this  inftance 

as  a  bar ;  for  I  preiume,  that  continual  claim  ha$ 

ndt  been  kept  up  by  an  annual  entry  upon  the  pre^ 

mifes,  nor  even  proof  of  an  approach  as  far  as  tef> 

tor  w(ndd  admit.     Benefit  may,  however,  arife  from 

the  retital  by  imitation.     ThoUgh  the  new  Situation 

lies  within  the  fame  parifli,  we  need  not  diflurb  our 

neighbours,  but  contribute  to  their  convenience,  and 

pa/  that  refped  to  the  eftablifhed  religion,  which 

next  to  its  immediate  Minifters^  members  of  the  le« 

gal  body^  ought  sllways  practice  and  profefs.    I^ray* 

ers  may  be  immediately  had  in  the  Library  or  Din* 

mg-hall — I  can  provide  a  fpnd  for  the  new  chajdaiui 

and  the  read^  muft  agree  with  me,  that  His  Grace 

of  Dublin  tvill  fecond  the  good  defign  with  a  zele 

becoming  a  confcientipus  diocefan,  and  zealous  pa* 

iron  of  the  Iri(h  Church. 
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iJo  pardcul^s  appear  on  th^  1&ng^8  fnns  Record? 
during  the  fublequent  part  of  this  reign,  whieh  canr 
iiluftrate  the  fitoation  of  the  legal  body,  or  the  gene- 
ral hiflory  of  irehnd/ 

It  appears  by  totries,  pardcularly  in  i  ^74,  that 
Barrifteis  were  not  called  on  one  day  m  Term,  nor 
by  a  previous  meetmg  of  the  Judg^y  hut  on  any  day 
agreeable  to  the  individual.  The  r%ht  to  admiffios 
jfowed  from  die  Englifli  certificate,  agreeable  to 
Statute  Law.  Subfequent  conftexion  fprung  from 
taking  the  eftabliflied  oaths,  and  fupporting  the  cba- 
Ta&er  fmted  to  an  honorable  profeffion**— an  obliga- 
tion which  fiK)iild  be  always  equally  binding  upoir 
diembers  of  every  age  or  rank^  This  fymmctry  up- 
held tKe  dignity  of  the  Society,  and  enabled  legal 
pradiTers  to  diffufe  juftice,  peace  and  loyadty  through 
the  kingdom. 

Thus,  whilft  6reat  Britain  was  convuffed  by  rival 
tactions,  whom  Government  with  difficulty  prevent- 
ed from  riiing  in  arms  againft  each  other,  Ireland 
enjoyed  unexampled  repofe.  Hot  that  it  was  defti* 
tute  of  parties,  or  of  dvil  indreligious'  principles  to 
roufe  and  animate  their  zele ;'  but  <CharIes  wifely 
kept  this  difpofitbn  in  check,  by  profeffing  the  efta* 
blifhed  religion,  and  appearing  to  p^atronife  its  cIcn 
gy ;  Proteftants  were  fatisfied^  whiUl  Roman  Catho- 
lics had  a  full  cimfidence  in  his  partiality  for  tbeff 
politics  and  creeds 


The 
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Tbe  isSfet  of  Europe  and  of  mankmd  tuned  trath 

tfemulou9  aaidetyto  the  accefiidh  of  James  IL    Ati 

unexampled  phenomenon  was  to  appear  on  a  .throne 

— a  Monarch  differing  in  religion  irom  tbe  eilablifli- 

ed  Church)  and  who  countenanced  fuch  principled 

wiih  the  fiit7  pf  a  bigot  and  apojflate.    Hereditary 

and  eledlive  Sovereigns,  as  in  J^rance  and  Poland, 

were  obliged  to  become  confbrmifts.     Even  Ruflia 

ihewed  .inote  political  wifdom,  in  tbk  inftance,  than 

Gre^t  Britain  was  bleflfed  with — ihe  obliged  Princef- 

fes,  oh  marriage,  to  profefs  the  Greek  faith;  whereas 

an  o|^f}te  practice  completed  thoie  evils  to  which 

an  appetiie  fof  arbitrary  power  lod  the  Houfe  of 

Stewart. 

.   ■  ■  •     i    »     .  '  .   '  .    •   ,  .  '■  *■ 

The  dlofe  of  Charles's  reign .  prefects  an  ufefiil 

commenfaf y  in  fv^ppoh  of  law,  and  an  awful  leiTott 

to  a  Bririfh  Monarch..   That  Prince's  natural  good, 

fenfe  was  nearly  equal  to  his  acknowledged  convivial 

t^nta}  yet,  a  concealed  apoftacy  from  the  eftar 

blilhed  religion,  and  a  Continued  hatred  to  the  free 

principjes  of  Englifii  law,  Ted  him  into  courfes  finally 

fubverfive  of  perfonal  honor,  or  private  happinefs. . 

The  flaye  of  hypocrify  became  its  merited  viftim— • 

univerfal  diftriift  accompanied  public  engagements  j 

Jthus  Irilhmen  and  Britons  were  reviewed  with  fufpici- 

on  or  diftruft,  and  affcdlion  or  loyalty  only  looked  fot 

by  the  rul^s  of  felF-intereft*     Mutual  and  repeated 

plots  flcvired  from  and  accompanied  the  ehecquered 

fcene,  in  mod  of  which  Charles  figured  as  a  fan-^ 

piinary  perfccutor^  or  perjured  partifan.     At  too  late 

a  period,   and  when  his  charafter  ,was  ruined  at 

(y^  2  home^* 
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hoAiej  and  upon  the  Condnait^  h6  felt  and  ackiibv- 
ledged  that  {>otent  fpell  of  EnglUh  defpotifm — to  hb 
the  King  of  his  People.  Under  a  ftiU  conviftion  fhaf 
he  forfeited  that  noble  clahn,  the  rude  aflault  of 
open  or  concealed  trcafon  was  metely  forgot,  by  thfe 
firm  convidion  of  a  ftronger  national  diflike  againft 
his  degraded  fuccefibr^ 

Jaines  ti^as  charmed  ^ith  public  ap^taiicefi  ofi 
his  acceffion — all  parties  feemed  to  receive  him  with 
enthufiafm  and  confidence.  It  required,  hpwevef, 
a  fteadier  and  fincef er  temper  to  confirto  and  eitend 
fuch  difpofirion  than  thi^  Prince  was  blefled  tdtb. 
Ireland  was  the  preparatory  theatre  for  Britifli  fubjec- 
tion — mifgovemment  in  that  quarter  ought  imme- 
diately to  diffufe  an  alarm  through  the  neighbouring 
kAigdbm,  as  Britons  maft  be  fenfible  that  the  flavery 
of  this  country  will  infure'to  them  a  fimilar  doom. 
This  fentiment  is  felt  at  the  prpfent  moment,  but 
like  many  political  truifms  at  that  period,  was  nei- 
ther acceded  to,  nor  underftood. 

» 
The  legal  fyfteni  his  been  ever  too  ftrong  nof 
to  form  a  principal  link  in  the  Government,  which, 
feparated  from  its  praftice',  muft  alfo  have  great  in- 
ftuence  over  the  community.  Its  profeiTors  afford, 
in  every  age,  perfons  competent  to  difpenfe  Law 
with  mildnefs,  judgment,  and  integrity,  or  toper- 
vert  its  principles  with  craft,  cruelty,  and  impu- 
dence. Whatever  reliance  James  may  have  in  the 
verfatile  principles  of  Judges  appointed  by  his  bro- 
fher,  his  feelings  fuggefted  the  great  reluctance  with 

which 


^hich.men  exercife  Politics  or  Law  to  fubvert  their 
religion*      Tt)e.  Bench  muft  therefore  undergo  a 
change  nearly  aa  e^tenfive  as  what  wa&  deemed  ne^ 
ceiTary  at  the  reftonition..     The  Chancellor  was  a 
Pmteftant  Prelate — ^fuch  fen'ice  could  not  therefore 
be  e3cpe£ted  from  him ;  his  mild  manners  and  acknow- 
ledged integrity^  f^  from  fecuring  him  in  office, 
rendered  a  remoyal  the  inore  necelTary.  The  feledion 
of  a  fucc^or  was  not  from  the  ^eminent  meii  of 
dtber  kingdom.— ^The  lining  appointed  a  loyal  gen- 
tleman of  agreeable  and  fdcial  manners,  but  equally 
deftitute  of  legal  talents  or  private  fortune.     The 
former  defedt,  it  was  thought,  muft  render  him  fub- 
je£l:  to  the  management  of  PopiA>  Jndgee,  and  the 
latter  neceflity  enfi^re  an  acquiefcence  to  the  mode 
airainai  meafure^.    His  integrity,  however,  proved 
fuperior  to  pa'fonal  diftrefs,  and  once  more  made 
him  a  poor  and  private  man^ . 

The  fucceflfor  was  a  Roman  Catholic,  and  ^  reli- 
ance was  had  thereon^  coupled  with  a  knowledge  of 
bis  perfonal  cbarafter.  A  majority  of  the  Popifh 
Judges,  t^en,  ^ppojnted^  wer^  e«ninent  for  le^al 
knowledge,  aiid  irreproachable  in  private  chara&er. 
Had  their  duties  been  pontine^  tg  th^  proper  ftation, 
it  may  be  confidered  ^  proyd  asra  in  Irifh  jurifprur 
dence,  but  their  Sovereign  exaded  diflPerent  fer- 
vices,  whereby  lie  t^rniihed  their  cha^a^^ers  and 
Turned  his  o\mr 

Ifis  firft  attempt  was  to  initiate  them  in  Cabinet 
pyfteri^  at  home^  and  then  degrade  his  poliby  by 

fending 
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fending  £>r  them  as  i^mbaiTadors  upon  State  affairs  ."^ 
Even  the  EngUfli  populace  (hewed,  amid  the  irre- 
gularity of  riot,  the  feelings  and  difcerninem  of  z 
P'ee  and  enlightened  people  :  they  purfued  -the  trai- 
torous  miifionaries,  and  raftening  potatoes  upon 
poles,  exclaimed,  wfth  merited  deriiion,  ^^Make 
^ay  for  the  potatoe  ambafladors  !'*  This  lively  ridi- 
cule eiicrealed  in  tbeir  progrefe  from  the  Tower  to 
Whitehallfo  the  mofl:  fettled  abhorrence,  fo  that  it 
was  with  the  utmoft  difficulty  civil  and  military  au- 
thority  could  prote^  them  from  national  fury  and 
hatred. 

Siich  M^as  tiieir  fuccefs  v\^  merited  popularity  in 
the  After  iile ;  in  their  own  country  (as  ftatefmen)  ' 
they  a6led  with  unceafmg  vigour  t6  ihake  the  pro^ 
perty,  undermine  the  legal  freedbm,  and  fubyert  the 

religion  of  Proteftanrs^        ' 

In  their  judicial  dccifions  no  authinticated  ad  of 
cruelty  or  corruption  remains  upon  record.  If  ad- 
ditional evidence  were  neceffary,  the  three  princi- 
pal  Judges,  for  fank  or  takntis,  River/hwth 
RicCj'  an4  DaJy^  remained  within  'the  kingdom 
in  pofleffion  of  large  properties^  and  armed  in 
confcious  innocence,  fet  their  perfonal  or  political 
enemies  at  defiance.  Two  of  the  Judges  were 
Ptoteftantsi  who  furvived  the  revolution  j  even 
one  of  them  was  continued  in  office  by  King  Wf- 
Kam ;  another  an  Englifli  Papift,  removed,  previous 
to  Jameses  abdication,  to  W^ftminftcr,  only  memo- 
rable for  being  an  tncumbranc^  to  this  country^  and 
a  diiJKrace  to  his  own*     There  were  indeed  two 

Iriihmen 
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i^ri Amen  among  the  groupe,  not,  Indjipofed  to  cra- 
/elty  in  cria^nal  tpaX^^  or  corruption  in  civil  fuits. 
^oiRever,  that  bafe  and  fox vard  dilpofition  funk  un- 
der the  jTupcirior  aib^dancy  of  honeft  ^d  enb'ghf- 
cned  brethren. 

But  the  great  ornament  of  our  Irifii  Bench  during 
jtwo  reigns,  inimical  to  Engliih  Law,  both  in  their 
turbulence  or  cakoa^  vas  John  Kmtmge^  Chief  Juf- 
ticevf  the  Cmnm  Pleas;  a  great  Magiftr^te^  who^ 
in  a  llippery  or  ftotmy  period,  esercifed  official  Na- 
tion with  mild  manners,  and  untainted  integrity. 
This  Irifliman  was  calm,  patient,  and  humane,  in 
the  trial  of  ptii^ncn ;  cle^f)  iaboricM^,  ^nd  confif- 
lent,  in  the  difbuffion  of  civil  fuits  j  faithful  to  His 
King  and  .Country  in  the  indulgence  of  politic|l 
ptindpks^  md .  attached  to  Go4  in  the  ejM[erdfe  of 
Chriitianity^  Tb^s^  perfecijiting  Proteftaiftts  changed 
him  with  being  a  CQUceaJied  Papii):,  whilft  furioi^s 
Rofldan  Catholics  ^ere  confounded  9t  bis  £|rm  ^ 
fachment  to  the  eftabliihed  religion.  Conne^ed 
with  no  pirty,  ^nd  dignifying  ftation  by  defpifing  i^ 
tenure,  he  equally  reAfted  the  interefted  ykiys  of 
Clarendon  or  Tyropnnel.  ^ut  the  concluding  a^ 
of  an  illuftrious  life  muit  endear  bis  nan>e  to  civlr 
lifed  ibciety  in  every  age  or  clime. 

.  T9hen  Jatnes,  cloyed  ^^th  the  advice  of  zplicmt 
Chancellory  and  perjured  Chief  'Jufiice^  confuited 
Keatinge,  (though  that  great  man  well  knew  what 
would  be  palatable  to  a  deluded  prince)  be  adminif- 
t^ed  bpneft  and  (i|lutary  advice*    James  had  even 
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fjufficient  good  fenfe  to  feel  and  reaped  it;  but  that 
King  was,  from  fituatioh,  neceflfitated  to  repeal  the 
Aft  of  Settlement.  Whilft  Keatinge^s  firm  and  un- 
bending  integrity^  entitles  him  to  an  high  rank  in 
the  temple  pf  Irifh  worthies,  a  place  to  which,  t 
truft^  eviery  legal  Student  will  direft  hiq  ileady  fteps, 
and  finally  attain  a  merited  ftation  therein, —      ^ 

i*  Hie  Matiii$»  ob  patrum  pqgvsmdo  ▼ulneia  pafli« 

f<  Quique  facerdotcs  ca(li»  dum  vita  manebat, 
*<  Quique  pii  vates,  &  Pboebo  digna  locutu 
**  Inventas  aut  qui  vitam  cxcoluerc  per  artesg 
-  ,  **  Quique  fui  mcmorci  alios  fccerc  merendo.**  % 

Iriflimen  muft,  however,  prepare  for  die  foleroi^ 
dteration  of  religion ;  the  King's  Inns  was  there? 
fore  decreisd  to  change  its  proprietors;  and  r^ive 
the  memory  pf  monafteries  by  affixing  a  Popifh 
chaplain  i^  the  new  eftabliihmtot:  On  the  7th  of 
June,  1 685,  Sir  Charles  «Porter,  Lord  Chancellor^ 
was  admitted  to  his  lodgings,  lafely  occupied  by  his 
predecefTor,  Michael  Archbifhop  of  Dublin.  The 
apartments  were  not  very  extenfive.or  cob^modious, 
for  I  remember  it  afcert&ined  in  a  brief  of  mine, 
that  Lord  Chancellor  Porter  lived  in  the  remoteft 
houfe  of  Abbey-ftreet,  with  a  field  adjacent  thereto, 
and  as  the  Archbifhop  had,  for  the  twenty  preced- 
ing years,  enjoyed  the  palace  in  Kevin-flreet,  we 
may  imagine  the  flate  in  which  Sir  Charles  found 
them. 

On  the  20th  of  April,  1687,  *«  ^^^  chambers 
foere,  by  the  Uke  rule,  transferred  to  Sir  Alexander 

Fittoo^ 
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^tton,  Knt.  the  fucceffor  of  Sir  Charies;     On  tha 
fanje  day,  and  on  the  i^th  of  November j  1687,  W^ 
Popifh  colleagues  were  admitted  into  the  fame  con« 
venticle,  and  a  chaplain  of  ancient  family  and  un- 
exceptionable peribnal  charader  elected  by  the  ruir 
ing  party  ;  he  was  alfo  a  learned  divine,  and  diftin- 
guiihed  dodor  of  both  laws.     The  Government 
and  Country  (hewed  an  equal  difcernraent  by  fuita- 
We  promotions — -A   Majierjhip  of  Chancery,    the 
Deanrj  of  Chrijl  Church,  and  a  feat  in  Parliament^ 
were  his  rewards.  On  the  gth  of  February,  1687 — 8, 
*^  Dodor  Stafford  was  invited  to  the  Bench  tablei 
^d  that  chambers  fhould  be  provided  for  bim.'^ 

Thefe  are  the  regulations  or  changes  which  ap« 
pear  upon  the  remaining  King-s  Inns  Records  during 
the  (hort,  but  eventful  reign  of  this  unfortunate 
prince.  Bigotry  had  fo  narrowed  a  proper  fenfe  of 
perfonal  engagement,  that  in  Ireland  the  malk  was 
entirely  withdrawn,  which  hypocrify  kept  up  in 
England.  James  not  only  departed  from  the  ufual 
wifdom  of  Engliih  Councils,  but  adopted  the  vicious 
practice  of  an  Irilh  Cabinet  j  Judges. were  felefted 
as  'ftateimen,  and  priefts  became  fecret  advifers  of 
the  Crown.  Chriftianity  and  Law  were  thus  per» 
verted  from  ufefpl  purpofes  to  pernicious  defigns. 

Roman  Catholic  Lawyers,  however,  fhewed  that 
deluded  tyrant  the  hopeleis  purfuit  of  entirely  fub« 
verting  eftabliflied  Law,  or  reducing  liberty  and  pro- 
perty to  arbitrary  will  and  pleafure.  Peribnal  inte- 
reft'  and  profeifional  prejudice  combined  to  pphold* 

civil 
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{juf&dent  good  fenfe  to  fed  and  r  ^  _^ 

King  was,  from  fituatioh,  necc^^     ^  j 

Aft  of  Settlement. '  Whilft>^^  #^  \ 

bending  integrity  entitles  '|,/4  ^ 

the  temple  pf  Irifli  worti^  I'  t  ^    '         /i 

truft,  every  legal  Studri  1^.  ^^  i   "^ 

and  finally  attain  a  mf  |>^ ^^  ^  -^,* 

**  Hie  Maiw  I  ^  i  ^^  ^ 
«  Inven;  |^^ 

ln(hrrh%f  y 

dterar:        "  •        .ed  to  the  impr-^ 

fore;  ^  ^  <iy**  "8^^  ^^  ^ 

the  I  yA>/wr  in/urgents  at  ^wi^mx:^ 

c^%-  ^-^cy  from  their  fe^th.    T4^^ 

7^  cooli:  the  principles  of  region,  ^^ 

''  ^  .caX  freedom— he  ponceived  th;^t  a  d«^ 

A  afcendant  fe£l  would  adopt  llpnlar  (en^ 

^  "  The  hiftory  of  mankind  might,  however, 

ce  hin^  that  toleration  or  perfecution^  fervi^ 

ywd  independence,  hax)g  on  r^tive  fituation. 

/  Janaes  had,  from  itiotivesof  political  necelEty,  af&m- 
''^bled  aparliament  m  Scotland  and  England,  and  metia 
them  unexpei^ed  unanimity  and  fiipport.  That  ule* 
^  turn  obtained  in  the  true  fpirit  of  his  anceftors,! 
l)e  deiermi^d  to  guide  his  future  government  with* 
Q^t  fuch  aid  or  interference.  The  reader  will  natii* 
i«Uy  be  ;ai]dofs  to  hear  his  management  of  this 

country. 
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fyrapathy  of  fentnnent 
z  duty  with  a  double  tie 
lament  wa$,   however, 
in  favour  of  the 
IS  opinion,    to 
m.    Misfot- 
blic  prin- 
-^n  aggrava- 
tes exercifed  fu- 
juft  prerogative,  or 
and  privileges  of  Brt- 


^%  not .  trod  by  James  until  Wit 

^d  upon  the  throne  of  Britain)    then 

^Si  country  was  curfed  with  his  prefence; 

A^  extravagant  loyalty  abufed  to  reftore  an  ab- 

^^cated  tyranny  in  England  and  Scotland,  or  to  con* 

(inn  it  here.     Such  were  James's  views  in  calling 

^  ParKament,  to  arm  or  tax  fubjefts,  and  employ 

that  Union  at  his  will  and  pleafure,  forms  his  only 

title  to  Iriih  gratitude  smd  affedion. 


Thete,  however,  Irofe  one  nan  in  thai  (^emhlj^ 
who  had  a  perfeft  knowledge  of,  and  an  ardent  at* 
tachment  to,  the  legal  Conftitution  of  his  country, 
the  Great  Charter,  Pbtition  of  Right,  or  Bill  oi 
Rights^  would  have  met  in  him  an  able  framer,  and 
intrepid  defender.  Blefled  as  IrlfHnen  are  in  their 
legal  and  acknowledged  enjoyment  of  the  EngUfh 
Conftitution,  praife,  extorted  by  manly  talents,  or 
thdr  honeft  exertion,  tends  to  fupport  Government 

by 


fj^  HISTORY   OF   THB 

^jvil  freedom  uadcr  m  intended  changje  of  religtoi^^ 
A  Proteftant  univerfi^  was  quickly  converted  inttf 
a  barrack,  but  no  fuch  in?aAon  wa3  exercifed  on. 
the  reftdepce  of  Popifli  Lawyers;  their  coun^cily 
irere  held,  ^nd  meetiiigs  continued^  without  iono- 
yation  or  controul.  T^e  banner  of  pontifical  power 
yrsiS^  indeed,  difplayed  by  the  fuj^efnacy  of  hi< 
religion  within  theSpcijBty.  However,  th^  n^^on^ 
Independenpe  was  not  abrogated  even  by  that  Par^- 
liaoient,  whofe  general  proceedings  have  been  fwep^ 
Irom  our  Statutes  and  Journals  by  gn  undiftingiufli* 
^ng  attainder ;  ^  tranfient  review  may  therefore  af« 
ford  fome  biftoric  ufe  ^d  enteminmeat* 

.  James  had  fuch  an  hearty  hatred  to  the  improve- 
ment ^nd  prpte&ion  of  the  civil  rights  of  his  fub^ 
je£t$,  that  the  R^mn  Catholic  infurgmU  at  fiunnym^ 
^ould  enforce  an  apoftacy  from  their  £i^th.  Tha( 
^mhappy  man  miilook  the  principles  of  religion^  a^ 
inu(;h  as  pqlitical  freedom — he  conceived  th;|t  a  de* 
pendant  and  afcendant  fe&  would  adopt  iipular  fen* 
iiments.  The  bjftory  of  mankind  might,  however, 
convince  him,  that  toleration  or  perfecution^  fervid 
^  and  independence,  bai)g  on  relative  iltuatioiu 

James  had,  frqm  motiv^of  political  necefllty,  aflfenv 
bled  a  parliament  in  Scotland  and  England,  and  met  in 
them  unexpei^ed  unanimity  and  fupport.  That  u£e« 
i^  turn  obtained  in  the  true  fpirit  of  his  anceftors, 
he  deiermiped  to  guide  his  future  government  with- 
QUt  fuch  aid  or  interference.  The  reader  will  nafu* 
mlly  be  foudoTU  to  hear  his  management  of  this 

country. 
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pbuntry,  where  a  religious  fyrapathy  of  (enttment 
ought  to  cement  his  public  duty  with  a  double  tie 
of  royal  regard.  No^  Parliament  wa$,  however, 
held,  nor  any  intention  exprefled  in  favour  of  the 
inhabitants.  Catholics  were,  in  his  opinion,  to 
ci?;change  their  civil  for  religious  freedom.  Misfor- 
tunes alone  led  to  any  appearance  of  public  prin- 
ciple in  the  houfe  of  Stuart  j  it  is  alfo  4n  aggrava- 
tion of  their  guilt,  that  no  Sovereigns  exercifed  fu- 
perior  talents  in  a  defence  of  jqft  prerogative,  or 
better  underftbod  the  rights  and  privileges  of  Brf- 
p&  fubjcfts. 

« 

*  ♦ 

The  Irifh  foil  was  not » trod  by  James  until  "Wlfc 
Uam  was  feated  upon  the  throne  of  Britain)  then 
indeed  this  country  was  curfed  with  his  prefence; 
tod  its  extravagant  loyalty  abqfed  to  reftore  an  ab- 
dicated tjTanny  in  England  and  Scotland,  or  to  con* 
firm  it  here.  Such  were  James's  views  in  calling 
^  'ParKanient,  to  arm  or  tax  fubjefts,  and  employ 
that  iinion  at  his  will  and  pleafure,  forms  his  only 
title  to  Irifh  gratitude  and  affedion. 

r 

Thete,  however,  arofe  one  man  in  thai'  qffimBfy^ 
who  had  a  perfeft  knowledge  of,  and  an  ardent  at- 
tachment to,  the  legal  Conftitution  of  his  country. 
iThe  Great  Charter,  Petition  of  Right,  or  Bill  ojf 
Rights^  would  have  met  in  him  an  able  framer,  and 
intrepid  defender.  Bleflfed  as  IrifHnen  are  in  their 
legal  and  acknowledged  enjoyment  of  the  Engtifh 
Conftitution,  praife,  extorted  by  manly  talents,  or 
Ihdr  honeft  exertion,  tend$  to  fupport  Government 

by 
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by^  animating  cotemporaries^  and  the  rifing  gracfUT 
lion  tp  fimjlar  conduft.  James's  Attorney  General^ 
Sir  Richard  IJagle,  dignified  that  fituatbn  by  exr 
changing  it$  ufual  cbarader  for  that  of  a  ftern^  inflexr 
ibie  patriot.  He  carried  meafures  fimilar  to  thofe 
of  17B2,  and  thus  p^d  homage  to  the  excellence  of 
.£ngli(h  Law  by  transferring  its  full  an4  complete 
jsnjoyment  to  Ifis  countrymen. 

Two  dreadful  Statutes  blacken  the  catalogue, 
^hich  h^ye  been  artfully  fde£led  to  give  a  comr 
plezion  to  the  whole.  Let  me  aflure  the  reader, 
that  the  Statute  repealing  the  Aft  of  Settlement 
yf?L%  p^rfued  with  ^rdent  rapidity.  I  have  feen  a 
bill  fof  relief  under  it,  which  was  filed  in  the  month 
of  May,  1689,  a  few  days  after  its  enadment^ 
Thus,  had  not  the  ^rms  of  King  William  fupprefled 
the  principle,  a  mifchief  equal  to  confilcation  woul4 
in  one  ye^r  affeftthe  ifland,  4nd  the  greated  partx>f 
landed  property  be  immerfe4  in  an  ocean  of  equity. 
The  ^ttaip^der  of  abf^nt  or  innocent  perfons  was  not 
unknown  in  Ireland,  but  improved  civilifatioii  £el( 
an  horror  at  the  meafure,  which  nothing  but  James's 
tnaligplty  pouljd  co)mtei)ange  or  adopt.  Perfonally 
to^  lilrn  this  horrid  meafure  is  to  be  impute^  \  be  had 
practiced  in  England  legal  and  legiflative  vices,  fue> 
perior  to  whajt  ftained  ihe  Irifli  foil.— Even  the  un- 
happy  Monmouth  was  irregularly  executed,   and  a 

fimilar  ineafure  )vou)d  be  meted  put  to  proicrib^d 
irifhpicn. 


The 


The  prrfctipfivfe  rights  and  humane  pfinrc?ples  of 

£nglifh  Law  were  equally  violated- by  thefe  afts, 

^fiich  fentiment  was  not  unknown  to  the  Irifh  Pari 

iiament;  but  the  Ticious  habits  of  party,  felt  and 

fupported,  as  a  meafortf  of  felf»defence,  what  plun^ 

dered  op^nents  df  property,  6r  rendered  their  ex^ 

iftence  infecure.    This  princif)Ie  was  unhefitatingly 

admitted,  which  fhews  that  both  Statutes  originated 

in  a  fcheme  of  fepararion,  under  a  ptofpedt  of  eivil 

^ar.   The  precedent  merits  perpetual  remembrance^ 

by  prefenting,  upon  a  fmall  fcale,   the  envenomed 

cruelty  and  extenfive  conBfeatioa  vrhkh  muft  refuU 

from  either^ 

In  eVety  movement  of*  this  coiintry,  King's  Inns 
Members  form  a  leading  and  .interefHng  part.  A 
faithful  account  of  that  inflitution  is  therefore  infe-^ 
parably  interwoven  with  the  general  hiftory  of  Ire-^ 
land.  Jam^  was  ^foon  roufed  from  prieftly  traft 
and  political  hypocrify  by  the  warlike  banner  of  his 
illuftrious  rival,  frifliftien  had  then  a  fecure  privi- 
lege of  adhering  to  either  Prince,  as  moft  fuited 
.  their  civil  wifdom,  or  religious  creed.  NecefTity  at 
choice  armed  every  rank  and  profeffion ;— on  both 
fides  the  natives  alfumed  fupcrior  aftivity  to  their 
brethren  in  arms ;  they  pofleffed  an  equal  courage; 
which  the  keertnefs  of  civil  war  nerved  with  redou-^ 
bled  ftrength^ 

Happy  at  the  fuccefs  of  thcf  defenders  of  Derry^ 

.  hiftory  Binds  a  Limerick  man  by  impartial  juftice  to 

tecord  thd^  difmterefted  heroifm  of  his  immediate 

fellow 
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fellow  citizens.    The  natives  of  thait  aodent  towA^ 
tandu&ed  themfelves  with  a  bravery  which  muit 
&tDBe  for  political  prejudices,  were  thef  even  of  a 
^getous  or  deftrudtive  nature }  biit  toleratibn  oa 
r/eiigiotts  points,  and  liberty  in  civil  makers.  Was 
their  profefkd  objefl.     Leland  fays,  ^'  At  the  fiege 
the  Irifii  d^ended  it  with  a  raige  pf  valour;   even 
their  women  mingled  with  the  men,  encouraged 
them,  advanced  before  them,  defied  .the  befiegerst 
and  aflailed  them."    The  applauded  patriotirm  .of 
,  Roman  matrons  or  Spartan  dames  fupports  a  fee- 
,  ^le  comparifcm  with  this  authenticated  fpecimen  of 
Iriih  female  exertion  aiid  cotirage.     A  fonmdablc 
foreign  force,  aided  by  the  untamed  bravery  of  iSm- 
five  Proteftants,  ^^as  unable  to  fubdue  or  feduce* 
^em,  without  the  plighted  £uth  of  royalty  t(^  pre* 
ferve  the  civil  and  religious  rights  of  Iri(hmen.    .No 
Aarrow  fyftem,  no  partial  views,  impeded  that  great 
defign :  they  rejeded  a  treaty  in  which  the  protect 
fion  of  thd^  countrymen'  ^t  large  was  not  included. 
Thus,  Derry  and  Limeritk  iliine  rival  companions 
in  hiltory,  unfading  monuments  of  Irilb  integrity, 
generofity,  and  courage. 

Even  the  gallant  Walker  meets,  m  a  king's  Inns 
preacher,  a  clerical  rival,  who  bravely  fell  in  the 
bppofite  ranks.  Dr.  Stafford  merits  that  high  (ta* 
don  by  difmterefted  zele  and  perfbnaf  heroifm,  no 
matter  how  mifguided,  difplayed  in  defence  of  civiF 
and  religious  p«irti^an8.  Having  feconded,  during 
the  war,  every  effort  to  fupport  James's  declining 
in'tereft,  be  became^  from  fuch  motive,  chaplain  to 

Tfic 


'the  Roya!  Reglaimt  6f  Foot,  a«d  fbUowed  its  for- 
tunes through  2  fevere  and  doubtful  campaign,  to 
the  fatal  plains  of  Aghritn.    There  the  genius  of 
his  country  triumphed  over  profeffional  habits;  H 
peaceful  preaichdr  beicsane  a  tvarBke  chief ;  the  aiiv- 
fbl  ceremonies  of  religicm  were  diTpenfed  to  a'  fub-' 
nUffive  ftock^  and  their  courage  ftrengthened  by  anf 
Animating  harangue    Then,   ^ith  the  cmcifb:  in' 
his  hand,  Stafford  paffed  thtough  the  Kn«  of  battle; 
and  preffed  into  its  foremofl  ranks;  loudly  calling 
on  his  fblloW  foldiers  to  fecure  the  bleffings  of  r^' 
gion  and  property,  by  fteadinefs  ^d  attention  to' 
difcipfine  on  tbtt  critical  day.     Soccefs  crowned 
thefe  manly  efforts,  Antil  death  interrupted  his  gto- 
fious  career  f  then,  indeed,  the  infantry  was  panic 
ftruck;     Superftition  fan6tified  fear  t  vulgar  minds 
conceived  that  heaveft  frowned  on  the  caufe  by  this 
awfiif  event.    The  fource  of  enthuiiafm  became  a' 
meafure  of  defpondence  when  the  champion  ^ho^ 
^gaive  it  vigour  and  exiftence  was  Udd  in  the  duft« 

This  movement^  added  to  the  preflure  of  a  gat- 
£mt  enemy,  occsffioned  confiderable  diibrder,  which 
St,  Ruth,  by  a  change  erf  ftationj  wifhed  to  remove; 
but  perifiiing  in  the  great  attempt,  thereby  occafioa- 
ed  a  general  defeat.  Thus,  the  fete  of  a  King's' 
bus  Qiaplam  fealed  the  revolution,  and  left  an  ani- 
mating example  wfth  v^at  zele  and  fincerity  fuc- 
teeding  members  ought  to  uphold  a  frame  of  Go- 
vernment moi^e  pfbteftire  of  focial  happinefs,  and 
a  fyftem  of  refigion  better  ftiited  to  the  mental  dig- 
nity of  mankind* 

No 
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No  greater  alteration  occurred  in  the  legat  etts> 
bliibment ; ,  for  though .  an  eagemefs  was  manifefted 
to  eredl  afeparate  and, independent  Inn  of  Court 
within  this  kingdom,  whereby  an  undoubted  feve-' 
ranee  beti;^e6n  both  iflands  would  be  finally  effeSed^ 
yet  James  firmly  withftood  the  infidious  attempt, 
and  U  thus  far  entituled  to  the  thanks  of  pbfterity/ 
But  amid  all  the  forced  or  fanciful  changes  hazarded 
by  hofUle  parties  during  that  century^  no  innovat- 
ing effort  was  eatercifed  to  make  the  King's  Inns 
an  introdudory  theatre  for  legal  ftudy,  much  left 
to  controul  Attomies  from  taking  apprentices,  but 
at  the  will  of  Judges  and  practicing  Barrifters.  A 
firigtil^ty  which  not  only  varies  from'  ancient  legal 
ufage  in  both  kingdoms,  and  the  fubfifting  cuftoiii 
of  England,  but  from  the  Civil,  Canon,  and  Scot's 
codes,,  or  any  fyftem  recognifed  in  Europe. 

m  ft 

It  may  feetn  ill  fulted  to  moderation  or  humam'tf 
to  ftigmatife  an  unhappy  man,  who  atoned  to  fgdety 
for  the  indulgence  of  religious  phrenfy,  or  poUdcal 
vice,  by  a  forfeiture  of  empire.  Therefore^  •  my 
criticifm  fhall  flow  from  fa£t,-  and  be  bounded 
by  legal  propriety.  On  his  retreat  from  Ireland 
James  looked  for  refuge  to  religion,  and  became  en^ 
amoUred  of  the  caufe  for  which  he  fuffered.  Liberty 
of  confcience,  and  the  rights  of  property,  he  affefted 
to  hold  facred*-  The  former  was,  however,  to  hang 
on  the  good  will  of  Jefuits,  and  a  repeal  of  the  Aft 
of  Settlement  gave  a  lively  fpecimen  of  national 
diftraftion  in  a  fcramble  for  the  latter ;  befides,  aa 
horror  at  Parliaments  enfured  to  his  fubjeds  the  no- 
vel 
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Vei  pojidoh  of  being  taxed  without  popuUr  repte« 
fentadon. 

Superftition,  however^  frequently  f^Ied  to  iliU 
the  alarms  of  confciemre,  nor  could  the  foul  deeds 
of  this  life  be  buried  in  dreams  of  another.     Thu(j 

**  Guilt's  black  forms  did  his  private  walks  invade, 
"  And  RuJfeWt  mttr^er  haunts  him  in  the  (hade  I"* 

Jameses  activity  in  that  black  tranfaftioii  preffed  it- 
felf  upon  memory,  and  Rujfdl  was  the  only  martyr 
to  Liberty  and  Law^  whole  virtues  this  obftinatd 
Prince  unhefitatingly  admitted ;  he  alfo  well  knew 
that  Charles  would  have  yielded  to  policy  or  juf^ 
tice,  and  remit  an  illegal  fentence  but  for  his  inter- 
ference* By  the  fame  filggeftion  ^  venal  ^nd  elo* 
quent  prelate  was  employed  to  realife  a  doubtful 
plot,  to  implicate  kuifell  therein,  and  (lain  pofthu- 

R  mpus 

*  Ihavcfceh  llennoirs  (in  manufcript]  of  King  James,  pc- 
Vifed  by  hirofclf»  and  compiled  by  his  Irifh  Chancellor  Reilfy* 
A  great  regret  is  therein  exj^reflcd  for  the  death  of  RaiTeU,  and 
a  reliaoce  on  what  fcrvioes  he  would  be  able  to  render  at  the  re- 
volution. Therefore  Ruitcll  fpokc  with  a  prophetic  fpirit,  ia 
fayiogj  thdt  his  death  would  ferire  England  more,  than  living 
to  the  mod  protraded  old  9ge.  Wflling  to  unite  impartiality 
with  ftnd  truth,  let  me  inform  the  reader,  that  he  will  fihd 
an  aA  of  juftice  iniii£ied  by  James  on  a  delinquent  Barrifter, 
(io  the  third  volume  of  Modern  Reports,  page  68,)  and  which 
tefleds  great  honor  upon  that  Plince.  In  the  above  curious  Work 
Mary's  death,  «nd  Anne*s  childledB  fituation  is  imputed  to  thei^ 
dlfobedience  or  oppofition,  A  vein  of  malignant  piety  (if  I 
tnay  nfe  the  expreflion)  pervades  the  above  Memoirs,  which,  la 
other  refpedsi  contain  much  interefting  information^ 
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itf ous  falhe  hf  impudng  as  motives  to  populat  exeri 
tion,  a  guilty  appetite  for  property,  and  not  a  pure^ 
attachment  to  the  Laws  and  Religion  of  England. 
l*ime.  combined  with  nlisfortune  to  foften  James's 
tempei^,  and  convince  him  that  RufleH  was  a  proper 
objea  foV  foyatl  mercy.  But  vrhilft  guilty  fchemes' 
or  ianguinftry  counfels  moved  in  triumphant  pro- 
grefs,  tlie  hardened  Ipirit  of  a  fiiperftitious  tyrant 
could  not  adopt  fo  manly  a  fentiment,  nor  receive 
fuch  an  impreflion  of  tendemefe  and  found  fenfe.    , 

• 
Enough  has  probably  i)een  already  explained  ot 
the  ads,  motives,  and  intentions,  which  actuated 
James  It  to  jiiftify  our  ProteftaCnt  and  Whig  jtncef- 
tors  in  renouncing  him  as  the  l)efender  of  their 
Faith,  or  conftitutiona!  guardian  of  national  privi- 
leges^ Part  of  his  conduct  remains  ftiil  unfolded, 
a  meafure  hot  to  be  palliated  by  State  rieceflity,  and 
too  authentic  for  party  prejudice  to  deny.  Charlesr 
and  James  may  be  excufed  for  yielding  to  political 
expedients  in  contintiing,  whh  apparent  good  will, 
the  landed  acquiiitions,  even  of  r^nblicaih  advoi-' 
turers.  But  Unappropriated  or  cbnfifcated  lands  fliould 
naturally  be  given  to  faithful  adhefdrits  or  fuffering 
friends*  In  this  mftance  the  condufli:  of  both  was 
as  deftitute  6f  perfonal  honefty^  as  their  general  ad- 
miniftration  of  patriotifm  ot  public  fpiriL  James 
meanly  folicited  this  plundef,  to  which,  with  un- 
feeling bafeftefs,  Charles  confented.  The  reader 
Ih^l  have  that  account  in  the  unadulterated  language 
cf  an  expatriated  Irilh  Papifl. 

"  MHes 
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•  •*  MHes  Corb€t^  et  quelques  autres  regicides  ay- 
ant  paff6  en  iflande^  obtlnrent  de  Cromwell  des 
vaftes  tenres ;  leur  in6rite  6toit  d^aVoit  ai!ift£  (romme 
CommifTaires  ou  Juges  i  la  condamnadon  de 
Oiiarles  L  &  d^aroir  prpnonci  la  fentence  ejtecrable 
de  mort  contre  ce  malheureux  Prince ;  ils  furent 
pendus  anflitot  la  reftauration  de  Charles  IL  oil 
donna  au  Due  d*  York  les  terres  confifqu6e$  des  ces 
infameS)  pouvoit  on  transferer  a  ce  Prince  un  droit 
que  ces  ufurpateurs  n'avoyent  pas?  its  avoierit  pofled6 
ces  terres  en  virtu  de  la  donation  que  Cromwell  leur 
en  avoit  £dte^  pour  recompenfe  de  leur  parricide^ 
Ce  tyran  en  avoit  depoiiilli  quelques  feigneurs 
Irlandois  pour  la  raUbn  oppofee,  leur  droit  etoit  par 
confident  injufte.  Ne  femble-t-il  pas  que  ces  ter- 
res devroient  plut6t  £tre  reftitu6es  aux  anciens 
proprietaires,  que  de  fervir  d'  appanage  au  frere 
du  Roi  V' 

A 

Conscientious  and  liberal  Roman  Catholics  will 
agree  in  thinking  that  man  merited  the  lofs  of  a 
kingdom,  part  of  which  ilras  acquired  in  filch  a  dif-- 
boneft  and  exceptionable  manner;  But  as  the  blef- 
fmgs  of  civil  freedom  are  more  valuable  than  an 
Indulgence  of  prieftly  pride  oi:  religious  afcendancy, 
their  wifdoni  is  called  upon  to  recoiled  that  a  tern- 
porary  depreflion  of  the  latter  Ivas  from  the  charac- 
ter of  that  King,  and  the  fituation  of  this  country 
ancillary  to  the  quiet  and  permanent  enjoyment  of 
the  former.  It  is  manifeft  that  the  arms  of  King 
William  were  neceffary  to  enforce  fiich  fettlement, 
t^'hereby  the  King's  Inns  only  received  new  inhabi-* 
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tants,  wh6  prafticed  the  aticicnt  legal  fyftem,  and 
were  equally  difpofed  to  give  it  perpetiuty  and  ef- 
fcft- 

'    There  was  one  mcafure  of  the  late  reign  which 
required  inftant  and  effeftual  imitation,   and  that 
confided  in  an  immediate  removal  of  prefumed  trai- 
tors from  the  Bench.     Such  Judges  as  had  been  dif- 
carded  by  James,  and  furvived  the  abdication,  were 
cntituled  to  mftjint  re-appointment ;  the  Chancellor 
alfo  deferved  to  be  remftated,    William's  firft  aft, 
after  the  fubmiffion  of  Ireknd,  was  direfted  to  this 
objeift.    The  mifcondu£l  or  ignorance  of  the  Judges 
in  an  important  branch  of  Law  excites  fnrprife,  and 
would  exceed  belief^  were  not  the  abnfe  authenti- 
cated on  the  Records  of  Parliament.    Civil  bills  ori- 
ginated in  the  Provincial  Prefidency  Courts,  and 
were  upheld  merely  by  prerogative,  in  violation  of 
Common  Law,  and  without  Statute  authority.   The 
praftice  was  cheap  and  expeditious,   and,  though 
hatched  in  the  chamber  of  defpotifm,  has  been  wifely 
upheld  and  confirmed  in  times  marked  by  a  proper 
refpeft  for  freedom.    But  what  had  Judges  to  da 
with  State  policy^  or  arbitrary  improvements  ?  Befidies, 
the  motive  becomes  doubly  fufpicious,  when  large 
fees  to  themfelves,  and  their  Clerks,    accrue  from 
malpraftice.     Poffibly  fome  of  thefe  grave  Ms^gif- 
trates  may  conceive,  that  the  ufurpations  of  illegal 
or  abolijhed  jurifdiclions  revert  to  the  Four  Courts 
.  as  a  lapfed  inheritance^  and  thus  give  a  fcreen  to  ju- 
dicial perjury,  by  crafty  or  ignorant  prefumption. 
Such  was  the  profligate  afTertion  of  the  late  Judge 

Robinfon 


•  king's  ink$^  $45 

Robmfon  in  the  memorable  Attachment  Cq/e  of  Ste€^ 
vens  Reilly. 

However,  an  Irifh  Parliament  thought  differently^ 
and  voted,  in  1692,  ^^  That  the  trials  and  proceed- 
ings by  Civil  Bills,  as  of  late,  and  now  pradiced  in 
this  kingdom,  are  arbitrary^  ilUgalj  and  a  burthen  to 
the  futjeSlM**    They  were  more  fecure  from  detecr 
tion,  when  that  corrupt  and  profligate  Chief  Gover- 
nor, \jord  Sydney,   confulted  them  on  the  proper 
conftrudion  of  Poynin^s  Law.     An  opinion  was  given 
correfpondent  to  State  policy ;  but  here  an  error  in 
judgment  may  be  plesaded,  unfettered  by  precedent 
and  not  in  appofition  to  eftabliihed  Law.    The  fuc« 
ceeding  faft  afFeds  (thank  Heaven!)  only  fome 
Jodges^  and  uot  the  whole  body ;  but  the  miiinter- 
preution  is  peculiarly  awful,  as  it  arofe  from  an  ai>- 
petite  for  bumaa  blood.     Benefit  of  clergy  was  inter- 
cepted by  handing  the  book  of  a  language  not  ao- 
thorifed  by  Law,  and  when  that  device  failed  of 
fuccefs,  they  fined  the  Ordinary,  if  that  Officer 
made  a  return  according  to  the  truth  and  reaUty  of 
the  hSt^  and  not  according  to  their  pleafute  and  di^ 
re^iion.     Habitual  perjury  and  murder  fo  overlha- 
dow  King^s  Inns  jobbing  or  corruption,  that  I  fsds 
the  leader  will  be  drawn  too  far  from  that  fubjed 
by  the  commentary  which  has  been  deemed  requifit^e 
to  illttflrate  and  ftrengtben  an  account  of  its  interior 
mans^ement*    The  ufual  admiilion  to  chambers  for 
the  new  Judges  marked  the  King^s  Inns  Records, 
lor  the  reader  will  perceive  that  no  additional  houfes 
vere  buUt  to  be  laid  out  in  a  collegiate  form, 

and 
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ai^d  the  Judges  became  the  exdufive  and  hereditarjf 
inhabitants  of  the  old  apartments  from  that  period 
in  James  Fs  reign,  when,  under  a  plaufible  pre- 
tence, inch  monopoly  was  obtained.  The  late 
Judges  even  (looped  fo  low  as  to  difplace  the  Stew^ 
ard  of  their  houfe,  and  on  the  5th  of  February, 
1687 — 8,  eleSed  ^d  appointed  Peter  Rdlly  to 
that  ofice.  It  was  therefore  a  natural  ad  of  retaJii 
ation  in  the  triumphant  party  to  turn  him  out,  and 
replace  ^  adherent, 

A  petition  of  Mr.  Juftice  Lyndon  illuftrates  th^ 

Ireedom  of  belonging  to,  or  retiring  from  the  houfe 

as  a  voluntary  aifociation.     He  flates  his  chambers 

to  be  ruinous,  the  great  expepce  of  repairing  them, 

and  folicits  a  leafe  for  his  own  life,  and  that  of  his 

fon  Edward,  who,  he  adds,  is  a  Member  -of  the 

Inns  of   Cgurt,  and  he  hopes  will  be,  and  con* 

tinue  a  Member  of  this  honorable  Society.    At  this 

time  alfo  the  cuftom  revived  of  appointing  the  Gor 

vemprs  of  the  Iphgdom,  and  other  eminent  men, 

Members  of  the  King^s  Inns.     It  is  alfo  remarkable 

that  fuch  perfqns  attended  councils,  and  fubfcribed 

(heir  names  thereto.    Nor  was  it  until  Queen  Anne's 

reign  that  any  man  was  admitted  a  Bencfjer  by  that 

pame.     The  whole  Society  enjoyed  the  undoubted 

right,  but  non-attendance  feemed  to  operate  as  the 

bye-law  of  a  Corporation,  and  aftually,  though  ifi- 

lently,  fuperfeded  for  a  pentury  that  original  right* 

Even  within  thefe  fifteen  years,  when  a  full  Trea- 
fury  flowed  upon  tho.  Kipg's  Inns,  a  ripiilar  prad?c^ 
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fi2Sj  to  my  pcrfon^  ^owledge^  continued.  Inth^ 
]a(t  Term,  on  the  appointed  day  of  admiffion  for 
Students,  and  appi;entices  of  AttoraieS)  a  neceflj^y 
number  of  Benchers  did  not.at^nd.  To  prevent 
the  lois  of  a  Term^  two  of  the  body  a^te^  upon  the 
<Kc^ion^  and  nece^ty  juftified  thup  violation  of  eftar 
bliflied  cuftom ;  nor  have  four  reafonably  full  meetr 
ings  occurred  fince  the  revival  in  1789,  This  dere- 
UiSion  (tictated  a  pl^  ^to  a  very  inconfiderable  num- 
ber of  guiding  King's  Inns  biifinefs,  (notwitbft^ndr 
jng  the  refpeftability  of  their  brethren  and  the  bor 
dy  at  large)  as  if  it  were  a  venal  and  corrupt  cor^ 
poradoji. 

On  the  29th  of  Januuy,  1^949  an  order,  defcrip^ 
dve  of  the  ruinous  ftate  of  the  King's  Inns  Cham;« 
bers,  was  entered  into ;  and  to  encourage^  as  wel) 
as  indemiufy  nefideAts  In  neceflary  repairs,  it  was 
wifely  refolved,  ^f  That  t^o  thirds  of  fuj:h  ^fcertaine4 
expenditure  fiiould  be  paid  by  the  fuccefTor  to  the 
executors,  adminifir^ors,  or  affigQS  of  the  preced- 
ing occupier,  and  %  leiTer  propprtiqn^  (x^m  pn  every 
transfer ;  the&  improvements  tp  ha  dedgned  and 
^proved  by  threjS  qf  the  body,  fJi^  the  expence 
correftly  eftimated."  Some  readers  may  imagine 
that  the  mode  of  building  gleb^  and  fee  houfes,  and 
rdmburfipg  the  builder,  w^s  borrowed  from  th^ 
preceding  plan.  The  rules  of  common  fenfe  and 
juftic^di^te,  without  dbmmunication,  iinjiilar  prac- 
tices to  m.en  of  clear .  uqi^^rilanding*  A  fmguiar 
condufion  marks  the  order,  which  makes  me  think 
^r&  highly  of  th^  fharpnefs,  than  honefty,  of  thq 
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parties  concerned.  The  roof  of  thofe  buildings  was 
to  be  kept  in  continual  repadr  at  the  coft  of  the  Soci* 
^ty.  This  accounts  for  the  reluftance  ind  tardinefs 
with  which  penfions  zfld  caft  Commons  were  paid  by 
the  body  at  large.  Mifapplication  roufed  difcont^nt, 
and  by  that  juft  fentiment  the  inftitution  was  finally 
finothered. 

In  the  prefpnt  and  preceding  reigns,  repeated  or* 
ders  are  made  to  enforce  regular  attehdance  for  a 
•proper  time  at  the  Engliih  Inns  of  Court,  This  wa$ 
warranted  by  ancient  precedent,  and  would  be  felt 
by  real  Irifh  patriots  as  a  proper  decifion ;  it  even 
reflefts  honor  on  fuch  Sovereigns  or  Viceroys  as 
deigned  to  recommend  the  praftice.  One  glaring 
negle£t  accompanies  all  fuch  rules — ^no  indulgence 
was  given  to  a  Dublin  degree — ^an  overfight  in  wife  or 
public  fpirited  men,  even  where  no  impure  motive 
eaA  be  prefumed  to  influence  their  conduft, 

A  legiflativc  provifion  was  never  neceffary  to  efta* 
blifli  that  important  privilege ;  but  where  fuch  enaft* 
ment  took  place,  the  repeal  could  only  flow  from 
the  blended  influence  of  prefumptuous  ignorance, 
and  profpeftive  corruption^  The  claflTic  compliment 
can  be  therefore  extended  by  an  internal  tule  of  th^ 
King's  Inns,  jmd  the  graduates  of  our  Univerfity 
elevated  to  an  equal  rank  with  their  brethren  of  Ox- 
fprd  or  Cambridge  in  Engliffi  Inns  of  Court*  Should 
this  humble  page  lead  to  that  important  end,  my 
feelings  muft*  be  amply  gratified  by  fixing  a  clofer 
tmion  between  the  King^s  Inns  and  that  learned  fe« 
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rafnary — ^the  meafure  will  alfo  materially  encourage 
literaturet  confirm  loyalty,  and  exalt  the  national 
charaQer. 

» 
Dublin  Univerfity  was  founded  ihortly  anterior  to 

the  revival  of  the  King's  Inns,  and  from  the  vicious 

domeftic  abufes  in  policy  or  religion,  was  never  co« 

ezteniive  with  the  Irifh  nation.     Its  provifion  has  alfo 

been  confined,  and  no  addition  made  thereto  as  pro«' 

pofed  under  the  Stuarts,  or  as  might  be  hoped  for, 

amid  esitenfive  forfeitures,    from  the  great  King 

William^     However,  let  the  literary  efforts  of  its 

members  be  meafured  from  UJher  to  ^aun^ — its  ex* 

terns  will  not  be  difgraced ;  nor  need  the  nine  hun« 

dred  Fellows  fuftained  by  Oxford  or  Cambridge,  diA 

dain  a  coalition  with  twenty-three  Iriih  t»^hren* 

The  prefg  does  not  frequently  teem  with  their  h* 

bburs,  becaufe  exteniive  learning  indifpofes  men  to 

publication,  except  where  ufe  or  importance  marks  * 

an  ufefiil  defign.    Such  is  the  juft  charafter  of  its 

fenior  train,  but  undergraduates  are  endeared  to 

their  country,  even  by  its  misfortunes^ 

When  rebellion  reared  its  horrid  ftandard,  and  in- 
vafion  (impotent  without  internal  aid)  threatened 
ruin  to  the  realm,  that  gallant  body  was  permitted 
to  aflume  a  military  array.  To  the  untamed  fire  of 
youth  Was  added  the  energy  of  manhood,  and  the 
coolnefs  of  ^ge-r-zele,  correfted  by  good  fenfe— cou- 
rage, tempered  with  humanity ;  and  fteady  difcipline 
directed  by  public  principle,  has  uniformly  diftin- 
guiihed  the  College  corps.    The  metropolis  witnefiC 

ed. 
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^d,  with  fuitable  pride  and  enthufiafm,  fuch  digni? 
fied  behaviour*     1  hough  melancholy  neceffity  re-» 
laxed  Univerfit^  difcipline^  perfonal  honor  rendered 
It  more  firm — ^literary  improvement  was  upheld  by 
regularity  and  the  exertions  of  aftivc  exercife.     Did 
not  the  principle  fupport  itfelf  by  Engliih  precedent 
and  intrinfic  propriety,  it  ought  to  be  conceded  to 
youthful  merit  at  this  aufpicioiis  moment.    Let  two 
years  attendance  be  conceded  to  a  Dublin  degree.^^^ 
Wife  and  honeft  men  will  readily  feel  that  a  colle- 
giate courfeof  education  forms  the  mod  corral  pre* 
paration  for  legal  knowledge.     The  repeal  of  Stamps 
lately  enafted^  or  the  more  affefting  defalcation  of 
office  fees,  is  not  expected,  nor  demanded  to  effedu^ 
ate  this  ufeful  intent.     The  graduated  collegian  wiU 
be  fatisfied  to  pay  foch,  and  therefouc  juftly  claims, 
that  an  attendance,  as  heretofore,  for  two  years  at 
an  Englifh  Inn  of  Court,  may  qualify  him  for  a  call 
tothelrifh  Bar, 

* 

The  fpirit  which  afluated  the  Dublin  refidents^ 
appear^  in  the  following  extract :  "  Attomies  who 
live  in  the  country,  and  at  the  aflifes,  generally  de« 
Drive  thofe  who  conftantly  attend  in  Dublin  of  their 
pradtice.*'  The  declared  defign  of  tliefe  partial  or 
exclufive  orders,  is  to  counteract  that  efleft.  An 
£ngli(hman  will  eafily  believe  how  difficult  it  would 
be  for  the  officers  of  the  Inns  of  Court  to  enforce 
payment  of  a  Termly  Tax  from  their  fcattered  rural 
brethren ;  and  how  the  Herculean  talk  would  be  in* 
creaied,  if  a  legion  of  Englifh  Attornies  ftrengthened 
^he  le^al  brigade.  In  this,  as  in  mqil  other  inflancesj 

affefUng 
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refiftance  will  be  found  in  the  folly,  qorruption  and 

^anny  of  men  in  power,  when  fuch  perfons  over-^ 

look  or  counterad  the  inter^ft  of  tbofeivhom  th.ey  go? 
yern. 

In  1 698,  we  meet  a  fingular  legal  anecdote :— A 
difpute  arofe  relative  to  county  taxes  and  affeflments^ 
between  the  town  of  Youghal  and  the  county  of 
Cork.  Jhjs  was  left  to  the  ({^termination  of  the 
Judges,  as  the  order  tells  us,  in  tbeir  fri*uate  cafaciiy^ 
and  fuch  deciiion  was,  by  confent  of  parties,  to  be 
concluiive.  This  proceeding  mud  be  confidered  ^ 
pregnant  propf  of  Iri/h  politenefs,  as,  I  firmly  be- 
lieve, it  would  be  impoflible  tp  o)>tain  a  iimilar  meet- 
ing at  Serjeant's  Inn,  or  to  peirfuade  that  grave  body 
to  aft  in  a  double  capacity.  In  the  niext  pagp  the  well 
known  name  of  Sir  John  Temple  is  prefented  to  our 
view.  1?tis  man  was  fon  to  the  iamous  Author  of 
the  Irifh  rebellion,  and  had  been  Solicitor-Gef 
neral  under  Charles  II.  Qrants  from  the  Crown  did 
not  fariate  his  avariqe — the  ling's  Iixns  was  f{:iU  de- 
voted ground  j  for  fifty  preceding  years  a  confidera- 
blepart  of  it  had  b^en  encroached  upon  by  this -fa? 
mily,  and  even  a  long  outftanding  term  in  pxillenc^ 
agauift  the  Society. 

An  application  was,  however,  made  for  a  nineiyy 
nine  yearns  leafe  from  the  Match  preceding.  The 
reader  need  not  doubt  that  a  prompt  coiiqpliance  waf 
made  ^ith  this  fingular  propofition.  .  Thus,  th(- 
high  green  walk  of  the  Imjls  farder^  afjd  ttie  fdjaceni 
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wa/ie  gnundj  was  finally  difpofed  of ;  for  I  have  not 
heard  whether  this  valuable  and  exteniive  lot  of 
ground,  and  v^hich  was  to  be  out  of  leafe  in  17989 
has  been  re^let  by  the  Society. 

In  the  fuccee^ng  term,  Dorothy  Winftanly,  to- 
dow,  applied  for  a  renewal  of  a  fmali  tenement^ 
thirtyfcur  feet  by  twelve.  She  ftates,  "  That  her  huA 
band  had,  to  the  time  of  his  death,  been  a  fervant 
to  leading  members  of  the  houfe  for  many  years-— 
that  ihe  had  three  heiplefs  children,  s^nd  folicited  fuch 
renewal  for  any  term,  and  at  whatever  rent  their  huma«- 
mty  and  juftice  (hould  pleafc  to  dired.**  She  did  not, 
like  the  preceding  hardy  knight,  diftate  terms — her 
modefty  met  a  fate  not  uncommon  before  a  legal  tribu- 
nal ;  for  the  Bench,  with  Roman  firmnefs  and  Stoi- 
cal apathy,  refdfed  the  prayer  of  her  petition.  The 
fucceeding  page  contains  a  requeft  fiom  Colonel  Boifr 
rond,  ibr  permiflion  to  open  twt)  windows  on  the 
Inn's  garden  from  his  houfe  in  KU-lane*  On  the 
fame  day  an  adn:uffion  is  entered  in  a  Istnguage  pro- 
fcribed  from  the  time  of  Cromwell ; 

Memorandum  ^quotl  Henricus  Shere— miles  ad» 
miffus  fiiit  hujus  hofpitii  fociusi  dfe  Veneris  deci- 
mo  quinto  die  Novembris,  Anno  Donuni,  1700. 
Sir  Henry  was  not  a  Barrifter,  but  an  Englifli  Baro- 
net, who  held  an  high  and  lucrative  fituation  in 
Ireland  )  however,  the  entry  favours  ftrongly  of  an 
attention  to  precedent  on  the  books  of  the  Society, 
and  in  that  refpeft  marks  the  profeflion  of  the  writer. 
Borne  other  entries  are  alfo  in  L^tin,  particularly 
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Chief  Governots  atid  Lords  Juftices  during  this  and 
the  fucceeding  reign.  Modern  Latinity  may  difgaft 
a  tnere  collegiate  fcholar ;  let  me,  however,  defend 
the  legal  body — when  its  members  apply  and  eictend 
a  dead  language  to  living  purpofes,  and  the  varied 
ufes  of  mankind-^s  not  this  the  boafted  perfediotti 
of  the  EngMfli  tongue,  and  ^  decifke  proof  of  the 
wifdom  which  charaderifes  the  inhabitaaits  of  that 
kmgdom  ? 

Even  Ireland  may  contain  feme  Barrifter  wiio  doea 
not  know,  that  old  Lptteton  has  been  widiia  thefe 
fifty  years  tranflated  (if  I  ipay  ufe  the  expreffion) 
into  modern  French— (o  great  has  been  the  change  of 
Gallic  dialeA  from  a  century  pofteiior  to  Cammes^ 
and  on  a  fubjed  fo  fettered  by  precedent  or  techni* 
cal  terms  as  municipal  law.  Let  old  Irifl^  be  compar« 
ed  by  a  finiilar  ft todard  under  this  unerring  teft^ 
perfons  who  affed  to  ridicule  it  to  excels,  will  incur 
the  rifque  of  having  fuch  opinions  bottomed  upon 
prejudice  and  ignorance ;  but  the  ftrength  and  anti'- 
quity  of  Ireland  merits  a  kinder  •critidfm  on  its  lan- 
guage and  inhabitants.  The  hardy  legions  of  Rome 
felt  their  moft  ufeful  recruits  from  the  Danube  or  the 
Rhine,  and  a  great  empire  was  fuil;ained  by  thefe 
rude  bat  warlike  clans.  In  like  manner  the  Irifli 
dialeft  did  not  difqualify  Milefian  foldiers  from  fuc- 
cdsfuUy  defending  Cremona ;  and  will  even,  I  truft, 
animate  Irifliraen,  at  the  prefent  moment,  td 
prefierve  Sicily  from  conqueft. 
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l^t  Iriiboiefi  or  Briton$  enjoy  modern  bleffiirg^  in 
bw^  learniag^  or  language;  and  reverence,  witb 
filial  piety,    the  fqurce  ajid  humble  origin  from 
lirhence  the    Britifli  empire  emerged-^ftiH   hold- 
ing,   in   faithful   remembrance,  -  the   tremendous 
prophtey  of  Montefquieu— that  if   ever  enllaved^ 
^^  they  will    be  the  moft  miferable  nation  upon 
e^rth^    and    bfe^    in    my   opinion,    as    by   an 
earthquake,  every  remnant  of  their  ancient  gran«f 
deur.'*    The  preceding  en^ry  clofes  all  records  of, 
or  concerning  the  ground  for  the  feventeenth  cen- 
tury, and  with  it  the  reign  of  the  great  and  good 
King  William* 

Thd  reader  will  naturally  expeft,  in  conformity  to 
preceding  praftice,  fotoe  allufions  fo  the  eflPeds 
of  his  governnient  in  this  ifland.— Let  me  then  af* 
firm,  that  where  his  illuftrious  name  was  abufed  to 
its  injury,  the  favourite  of  Ireland  can  be  defended 
with  integrity  and  truth.  A  fpirit  of  unfeeling  mo« 
nopoly  had  fb  blinded  the  Englifh  Parliament,  ais  ta 
treat  Scotland  like  an  hoftile  country,  and  Ireland  as 
if  it  were  conquered.  It  was  therefore,  impolfible 
for  the  wifdom  or  benevolence  of  the  King  to  coun* 
terzGt  this  fordid  and  impolitic  principle,  without  en- 
dangering  his  fceptre,  and  probably  plunging,  the 
ihree  kingdoms  into  all  the  horrors  of  a  civil  war.^-r 
Envenomed  fadions  furrounded  his  throne,  wbo^* 
itamdeon-like,  would  aflUme  every  fhape,  and  ar^ 
'dently  violate  morality  or  patriotifm  to  difturb  or 
fubvert  ki 
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Ireland^  however,  dweS  to  him  the  legiflative 
image,  no  matter  how  imperfedlj  difpenfed,  of  the 
EngUlh  Conftitutioh  i  his  adminiftration  alfo  (lands 
unftained  with  the  fufpicion  of  fabricated  plots,  the 
infufion  of  religious  difcord,  or  an  abufe  of  acknow- 
ledged prerogative.  *  For  the  prejudices  of .  Parlia« 
ment|  or  miftaken  feelings  of  his  fubjefls,  that  ac« 
<:ompli(hed  prince  is  not  juftly  refponfible ;  thefe  erw 
rors  were  not  removed,  even  in  a  partial  manner^ 
for  near  a  century*  The  Irifh  Senate,  in  particular^ 
varied  to  a  iatal  extent  (by  the  number  of  its  rotten 
boroughsj  from  the  conftituted  freedom  of  an  Eng- 
liih  Parliament — ^parti^l  remedies,  therefore,  failed 
of  the  ,^xpt6ted  effe^.  She  laboured  under  a 
political  atrophy — the  legal  nutriment  of  our  State 
^ds  converted,  by  this  vicious  habit,  into  a  caufe  of 
diflbltttion. 

« 

William's  hefitatlon,  on  taking  the  Scot's  Corona* 
tion  Oath,  left  he  fhould  be  thereby  pledged  to  per^ 
fecute  any,  clais  of  his  fubjeds,  refiefts  unfading  luA 
tre  on  his  memory;  Minift^rs  cannot  divide  this 
glory,  mth  their  Ejng^t  was  the  artlefs  e£fufion  of 
an  honeft  mind^  and  will  receive  the  undivided  ap 
plaufe  of  mankind^  as  long  as  pure  Chriftianity,  po- 
litical  freedom j  or  perfonal  veracity  exift  among 
them.  His  charafter,  in  every  point  of  private  or 
domeftic  life^  has  rifen  fuperior  to  venal  or  inte^ 
retted  calumny,  and  forms  a  correft  counter* 
patt  to  the  wifdom  and  patriotiim  of  his  public 
eondufti 
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The  irrefiftible  ftrength  of  botti  Irats  extorted  from 
the  apolog]  ft  of  the  Stuarts,  the  following  juft  and  com* 
prehenfive  eulogium :  *^  The  Prince  of  Orange  was 
peculiarly  happy  in  the  fituations  in  which  he  wag 
placed-'^e  faved  his  own  country  from  tuin-^iie  r&i 
ftored  the  liberties  of  thefe  kingtidms — he  fupported 
the  genend  independency  of  Europe^  and  thus  it 
mil  be  difficult  to  review  any  perfon,  whom  we  meet 
with  in  hiftory,  whofe  actions  and  condufl  have  con^ 
tnbuted  more  eminently  to  the  general  interefts  of 
fodety,  and  the  permanent  happineis  of  mankind." 
The  fpirit  of  this  great  Monarch  did  not  perifii 
with  him«— the  genius  of  the .  next  reign  was  tinged 
thetewidi^  and  owes  to  that  infufion  its  dvil  and  mi*' 
litary  glory. 

Anne  was  too  kind  a  wife  and  mother  to  ekef  cife 
thofe  mafculine  qualities,  which  at  the  fame  time 
ibengthen  a  dm)ne,  and  diigrace  a  female  charac-> 
ter.  Tories  forgbt  for  a  moment  in  their  pleaftire  at 
the  death  of  William,  the  interrupticm  of  hereditary 
right,  or  affeded  to  believe  that  James  had  no  fur*' 
Tiving  male  iflue.  Such  fentiments  fuited  the  inte'^ 
reft  and  prejudices  of  the  new  Sovereign.  A$ 
moft  material  changes  were  to  be  wrought  in  Irdand^ 
Ormond  was  appointed  Lord  Lieutenant ;  his  per- 
Ibnal  acquaintance,  extenfive  property,  and  heredu 
tary  luftre  of  name^  feemed  neceflafy  to  effeduate 
that  important  purpofe.  The  legal  body  required 
peculiar  management  in  that  political  movement ; 
the  Viceroy,  therefore,  quickly  became  a  Fellow  of 
the  King's  Inns  Society,   and  added  that  bumble 
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name  to  the  number  of  high  appointments  which 
diftinguilhed  him.     The  entry  will  give  a  copious 
fpecimen  of  legal  Latinifm,  and  be  at  lead  forgiven 
by  the  Itifh  reader:     "  Memorand,  quod  decimo 
oftavo  die  Novembris  Anno  Dominae  noftras,  Anna; 
Dei  gratia  Anglise,    Scotiae,    Franciae  &  Hyberniae 
Reginae  fecundo^   Praenobilis  Jacobus.  Dux,    Mar- 
chic,  &  Comes  de  Ormondia,  Comes  de  OlToria  & 
Brechinio,  Vice  Comes  de  Thurlcs  &  Dingle,  Baro 
de  Arklow  ct  Louthenia,  Archi  Priverna  Hyberniae, 
Dominus  regalitatum  &  iibertatum,  Comitatus  Typ- 
peraryenfis.  Dux  exercitus  Regiae  Majeftatis  in  An- 
glia  fummus,  Canj:ellarius  Academiarum  Oxonii  & 
Dublinii,  Dominus  fummus  Senefchjillus  Weftmonaf- 
terienfis,   Dominus  Locum  tenens — Regni  Hybef- 
niae,  Comitatus  Somerfetienfis,  Civitatis  &  Comita- 
tus Briftohi,  Civitatum  Batliohii  &  Wells,  fummus 
Senefchallus  civitatii>  Exonias,  Procurator  &  Guber- 
nator  Mon^fterii  Londinienfis  Carthufianorum.  E  fe- 
cretioribus  confiliis  Rogina^  in  Angliae  &  Hyberniae 
nee  non  illuftriflimi  of dinis  perifcelidis  eques,  ad  hu- 
millimam  petitionem  totius  hujus  Societatis,  fe  inter 
focios  hujus  hofpitii  dignatur  connumerari.'*     Such 
was  the  folemnity  of  admifiion  into  a  country  where- 
in he  was  afterwards  profcribcd,  and  in  which  aftive 
purfuit  King's  Inns  afl'ociates  took  a  lively  and  pow- 
erful lead.     Accident,  however,  contributed  to  pre- 
ferve  the  ancient  earldom  to  collateral  heirs :  that  at- 
tainder was  eflfeftuated  by  an  Aft  of  the  Englifli 
Parliament,  and  heads  of  an  Irifli  Bill  to  the  fame 
intent,  therefore  fuppreffed  in  England.     Fortunate- 
ly the  claim  v/as  heard  during  the  crazy  period  of 
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otir  independence^— the  fupprefled  Bill  was  an  incon^f 
clufive  bar,  and  the  Englifli  Statute  a  perfect  nullity^<« 
Thus,  the  revered  title  of  Ormohd  preferves  its 
Plantagenet  rank. 

Anne's  mild  manners  claim  refpeft,  though  her 
political  principles  merit  execration ;  they  gave  to  a 
Jacobite  faction,  and  high-charch  party,  an  afcen-* 
dancy  which  nothing  but  perfonal  favouritirm  could 
torred  or  cure.  In  forward  flattery  or  real  igxio 
ranee,  the  Legal  Society  exceeded  their  predeceflbrs 
m  the  days  of  Cromwell,  and  equalled  the  corrupt 
or  fervile  proftitution  of  our  time.  The  ancient 
fcite  received  a  new  and  courtly  appellation  of 
Queens  Inns,  as  if  there  had  been  any  analogy  be- 
tween its  inftitution  or  objed,  and  that  of  the  Court 
of  King's  Bench, 

In  May,  1704,  it  was  Ordered,  **  That  boc  per- 
fan  be  admitted  to  the  Barr,  and  praftice  as  Barrif- 
ter,  until  he  fliall  produce  an  authentick  certificate  of 
his  receiving  the  Sacrament,  according  to  the  ufage 
of  the  Church  of  Ireland,  as  by  law  eftablifhed,  be- 
fore his  faid  admittance  purfuant  to  the  late  A£t.'' 
Though  the  profcffed  objeft  of  that  law  was  to  affix 
an  infurmountable  barrier  to  Roman  Catholics,  the 
reader  fees,  that  by  the  extent  of  the  preceding  rule, 
many  claffes  of  diffenters  were  thereby  excluded  ex- 
cept they  difgraced  themfelVcs  by  occafional  confor- 
mity— a  praftice  to  which,  if  Roman  Catholics  fub- 
mitted,  the  boafted  bulwark  would  be  ufelefs.  This 
rule  has  never  been  diredly  repealed,  but  merely  re- 
laxed. 
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«      • 

.ints  are  generally  admitfed  with* 
jn  of  a  Sacramental  Certificate. 

.owever,  hidve  frdm  the  gloom  of  reli-i 
Jfm,  or  difquallfying  ftatutes,  to  a  reflex- 
a  courtly  feafts  and  viftorious  joy:    I  find, 
at  that  period,  the  Viceroy,  and  bh  his  depart 
re,  the  Lords  Juftices,  uiually  got  a  (late  dinner 
from  the  Society.      Marlborough's  conquefts  alfd 
made  thefe  grave  Veterans  forget  the  law  itfelfj  but 
from  a  laudable  motive.     Money  is  chatged  in  the 
accounts  for  fupplying  bonfires  and  bfeer  to  the  po- 
pulace.   Certainly  that  ^as  the  only  table  to  which 
they  could  invite  fuch  guefts ;  yet j  the  entertaintiient 
favoured  of  An  o*vert  aft  of  Hot ;  and  the  legal  reader 
will  findj  under  the  authority  of  a  well-confidered 
cafe  in  Blackftone's  Reports,  that  a  party  injured 
amid  the  tumult,  by  fqiiibbs  or  crackers j  could  le- 
gally fupport  an  Adion  againft  the  fapient  providers 
of  fuch  hurtful  materials* 

Ormond  had  a  wdrthy  atfociate  in  Sir  kichard 
Cox,  who  became  an  interefted  apoftate  from  Irifh 
\Vhiggifm,  and  exerted  official  influence  to  circulate 
the  courtly  fyftem  of  that  day.     The  corrupt  fpirit 
of  domeftic  faftion  feconded  and  extended  Engliih 
Toryifm*     To  effedkuate  this  important  pilrpbfe^  the 
new  i  ihancellor  claimed  the  exclufive  patronage  of 
^eerii  Inns.     Cox's  feelings  fuggefted,  that  the  ge- 
nius of  felf-intereft  governs  mankind,  whereby  ho* 
nor  and  virtue  become  victims  to  that  grim  idol — ha 
conceived  that  the  legal  body  would,  therefore,  anxi 
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iottfly  follow,  and  fteadily  fupport  the  diftributor  of 
profefEooal  fame,  fortune,  and  honor.  As  no  pit- 
fumption  exceeded  his  arrogance,  neither  was  inn(v 
cence  or  infignificance  beneath  the  preiTure  of  bh 
malignity.  Unlike  the  mild  and  accompliflied  £ng- 
lifhmah  who  fucceeded  him,  he  meddled  with  every 
matter  within  the  Society,  or  through  all  the 
Courts. 


The  Steward  of  the  Queen^s  Inns  was  difplace J, 
and  a  mimon  of  the  Chancellor's  fixed  in  his  room. 
To  render  that  place  profitable,  orders  were  iifued 
and  repeated  to  enforce  arrears  of  every  kind.    Cafe 
Commons  formed  an  extenfive  fund,  and  were  to  be 
traced  as  far  back  as  the  year  1 690.     One  pound  a 
year  thus  attached  upon  each  Member.  The  demand 
extended  ^o  every  rufticated  pradifer,  and  operated 
with  an  electric  touch  like  civil  free  quarters  upon 
the  legal  community.     What  prudent  man  would 
not  prefer  the  payment  of  ten  or  twelve  pounds,  ra- 
ther than  encounter  the  licenfed  flander  of  a  pro- 
tected dependent,  or  the  relentlefs  fury  of  a  ruffian 
armed  with  minifterial  power,  and  by  no  means 
fcrupulous  in  the  exercife  of  it  I     Cox's  vifion  of 
abfolute  and  lengthened  dominion  vaniihed  as  foon 
as  the  councils  of  Churchill,    Godolphin,  and  So- 
mers,   gained  their  due  afcendancy  in  the  Engliih 
Cabinet.     The  kingdom  was  refcued  from  the  fangs 
of  this  apoftate,  and  a  man,  who  needs  no  higher 
charader  than  that  he  was  the  bofom  friend  of  ^o- 
mers,  was  raifed  firom  the  ftation  of  Chief  Baron, 
and  became  Chancellor  of  Ireland. 

«*  A  Com- 
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*^  A  Committee  was  then  appointed  to  take  the 
Steward's  accounts  from  his  acceflion  to  the  fayd  of- 
fice to  the  prefent  Term,  and  to  report  to  this  Society 
how  they  find  the  fame  at  their  meetings  in  the  next 
Term.  Dated  January,  1707 — ^8.*'  The  book 
furniflies  no  report  on  that  fubjeft,  nor  whether 
any,  or  what  default  appeared.  But  his  continu- 
ance for  nearly  five  years  without  any  demand  of 
accompt,  fumifhes  proof  next  to  holy  writ,  how 
that  matter  ftood^  and  what  was  the  motive  of  his 
appointment 

If  there  he  degrees  in  official  infamy  or  guilt,  a 
greater  attaches  to  the  opulent  patron,  than  the  ne- 
ceffitous  or  interefted  OflliceF.  Is  not  the  exercife  of 
friendfhip  fufficient  without  an  indulgence  of  plun- 
der?  Affe^led  ignorance,  upon  fuch  occafions^ 
forms  a  feeble  ficreen ;  were  it  even  the  commence- 
ment of  a  bad  chara£i:er,  it  muft  fix  an  indelible 
flain,  which  renders  a  man  in  judicial  ftation  a  fcan- 
dal  to  Govjemment,  and  a  curfe  to  the  country. 
Under  foch  circumflances '  the  reader  may  almoft 
imagine  an  independent  tenure  of  judictal  office 
hurtful  or  ill  advifed ;  but  as  poUiical  pofitions  fel- 
dom  admit  of  perfeft  good,  the  evil  on  one  fide  can 
be  ,but  cafual  or  tranfitory,  but  on  the  other,  fixed 
and  immoveable. 

m 

On  the  15th  of  June,  17 10,  acorrefl:  and  feiifi- 

He  alteration  was  made  by  the  following  rule: 

"  That  every  Barrifter,  Six  Clerk,   or  Attorney, 

admitted  te  praftice,  be  obHged  previoufly  to  give 

bonds 
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bonds  in  twenty  pounds,  with  fuiicient  futetles,  to 
the  Treafurer  for  the  tin\e  being,  to  perform  an4 
obferve  the  rules,  orders,  and  direftions  of  the  So- 
ciety/' If  the  indulgence  of  tyranny  had  not  al- 
ways been  congenial  with  tlie  legal  pradtice  of  Ire- 
land, the  doubtful,  abfurd,  and  cruel  attempt  to 
deprive  geqtlemen  of  practice  for  the  default  of  felf- 
created  and .  arbitrary  dues,  would  not  (tain  the 
Kiiig^s  Inns  Records.  Englifh  focieties  prefeute4 
the  above  regular,  mild,  and  conftitudonal  mode, 
fuited  to  the  genius  of  their  Law,  and  .the  humane 
honeily  of  that  country.  It  required  a  century  to 
convince  arrogant  and  unprincipled  Iri(h  {Jacemen 
of  its  aptitude  and  propriety,  and  even  then  it 
needed  fupreme  legal  ilation  in  the  friend  of  Somers 
to  propofe  it  with  a  fuccefsful  efFed,  This  difinter- 
eded  and  dignified  a6(  clofed  that  Lord  Chancellor's 
connexion  with  the  King^s  Inns  Society,  and  Irifli 
Government,  Freeman  refembled  his  great  friend, 
by  fpftening  the  afperity  of  Law  in  Court,  and  me- 
liorating its  ftatutable  fpirit  for  future  ages.  Nor 
can  the  reader  be  difpleafed  on  finding,  that  under 
the  fame  honeit  Adminiftration,  Mr.  Addifon  was 
enrolled  a  Member  of  the  Ring's  Inns,  and  became 
an  Iriih  placeman. 

The  Steward  ^as  reftored  by  the  Tory  Adminif- 
tration,  together  with  his  honeft  friend.  However, 
the  fubordinate  plunderer,  and  that  abandoned  afib- 
ciate,  graced  the  acceffion  of  George  L  by  a  fecoad 
and  final  difmilfal.  In  17 lo,  the  Great  Seal  had 
been  given  to  Sir  Coullantine  Phipps,  and  Cox  con* 

defcended 
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'defcended  to  become  Chief  Juftice*  The  entry  of 
that  Chancellor  on  the  King's  Inns  Roll  took  place 
"whilft  he  was  one  of  the  Lords  Juftices,  and  in  the 
following  terms,  it  is  alio  thte  laft  which  appears  in 
the  Ladn  tongue : 

"  Termino  Hilarii,  17 10,  Memorandum  quod.Ex« 
cellentiifimus,  Conftantinus  Phipps,  miles  unus 
DominoTum  Jufticiarionim  hujus  regni  Hibernise,  et 
Dominus  Cancellarius  ejufdem  regni,  ad  humilem 
petidonem  jufticiarionim  et  aliorum  jurifperitorum 
hujus  focietatis,  dignatur  fe  inter  focios  hujus  hof* 
pitii  connumerari^''  The  precedent  appears  a  tran^ 
fcript  of  Chichefter's  in  1 607,  fo  attentive  are  legal 
E^fHfers  to  flatter  pride  and  official  rank.  We  find^ 
however,  that  even  high  judicial  ftation  might  be  un- 
conne£led  with  the  Society,  and  required  a  folicita* 
lion  or  eledion  to  entitule  the  party  to  fuch  place, 
though  the  oppoiite  do£trine  has  been  craftily  io^ 
fifted  upon,  and  enforced  in  our  day. 

How  humbled  this  Engliifaman  mud  feel,  when 
the  Great  Seal  was  wrefted  from  his  hand,  and  the 
imperious  prefumption  of  an  Irifli  ftatefman  dwin- 
dled into  a  Chancery  Clerk.  They  were  too  wife 
at  that  period  to  give  a  difcarded  Chancellor  (who 
had  been  fcarce  four  years  in  office)  an  ample  pen- 
fion  for  life,  and  enable  him,  in  a  comparative  de*- 
greo  of  independence,  to  harrafs  Government  by 
mean  complaints,  or  an  unprincipled  oppofition. 

As  Phipps  was  not  raifed  to  the  peerage,  he  re- 
fumed  his  ftation  at  the  Engliih  Bar,  and  became  a 

prime 
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prime  favourite  with  Jacobites  and  Tories.     Under 
fuch  influence,  refpedablq  legal  talents  enabted  him 
to  attain  general  bufmefs,  and  encreafed,  if  pofTble, 
his  political  petulance.     The  habitual  indulgence  of 
this  vice  led  him  into  a  difgraceful  miftake.     Phipps 
feetned  to  confider  official  Aatron  as  itill  encircling 
him,  and  violated  profeflional  decorum  at  the  Bar 
of  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  for  which  that  auguft  af- 
fembly  moft  juftly  gave  the  oflFender  a  public  repri- 
mand.    Thus  difficult  is  it  for  an  obfcurc  Englifli- 
man,  difplaced  from  viTions  of  legal  or  political  def* 
potifm  in  Ireland,  to  refume  the  dignified  corrcd^ 
nefs  of  public  character,  or  the  calm  quiet  of  pri- 
vate gentlemanly  manners. 

The  Tory  party  had,  however,  the  mortification 
to  fee  the  difcarded  Chief  of  the  King's  Bench  eleft- 
ed  Speaker  of  the  Irifh  Parliament,  not  meaning  to 
retire  even  with  that  high  rank,  he  returned  to  prac- 
tice  as  a  Barrifter, 


In  England,  and  before  the  modem  ftation  of 
King's  Counfel  exifted,  precedence  in  the  Courts 
was  attached  to  the  office  of  Speaker.  That  right 
might  be  unknown  in  this  country,  at  lead  no  no- 
tice is  taken  of  it  in  a  printed  colle^on  of  Irilh 
Cuftodiam  Cafes,  where  the  Speaker's  name  occurs. 
Blackftone  does  not  mention  the  Speaker  in  his  clafs 
of  precedence.  It  is  not  neceilary  to  defend  my 
pofition  by  quotation ;  I  will  rather  account  for  the 
omiffion  of  that  profound  and  accurate  writer— no 
Speaker  had  praftifed  for  near  a  century  before  bo 

wrote, 
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•   •  •  • 

wrote,  nor  was  the  cafe  likely  to  happen  in  future 
time. 

Little  further  matter  occurs  in  the  internal  con* 
cerns  of  the  Society.  It  is^  however,  obfervable, 
that  in  Anne^s  reign  for  the  firft  time,  the  word 
Bencher  appears.  Even  under  this  inftitution  a  cen- 
tury had  elapfed  without  its  exiftence.  Were  it  not 
rather  matter  of  pleafantry  than  Law,  I  may  add, 
that  Sir  Edward  Coke  would  not  defire  a  ftronger 
authority  againft  the  claim ;  if  non  ufer  is  to  have 
weight  againft  the  body  at  large,  how  many  indivi- 
duals mud  yield  to  its  force  ?  It  is  to  a  general  non- 
attendance  that  a  few  mifguided  or  defigning  per- 
fons  owe  the  power  of  fanciful  innovation  and  irre- 
gular authority. 

The  Society,  however,  poured  from  its  bofom 
firm  fupporters  to  the  Hanover  fucceffion  at  ths^t  try- 
ing and  eventful  period,  for  no  perfon  can,  in  my 
humble  opinion,  doubt  the  intention  of  Anne  and 
her  Tory  Minifters  to  fet  on  the  Britifli  throne  an 
attainted  Pretender.  The  childlefs  Queen  did  not 
enter  into  the  motives  which  adluate  politicians ;  flie 
felt  as  a'  Stuart  and  a  woman.  Superflition  even 
rendered  her  the  more  zealous :  The  death  of  all 
her  children  was  attributed  to  the  vengeance  of  Hea- 
ven for  difobedience  to  her  father.  An  important 
reparation,  adequate  to  the  fuppofed  o£fence,  flowed 
from  fecret  and  fuccefsful  exertions  in  favour  of  an 
unfortunate  brother.  It  was  eafy  for  an  artful  and 
ambitious  prelate  or  ftatefman  to  confirm  this  natu- 
ral 
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ral  prejudice,  by  which  their  rank,  wealth,  and 
power,  would  receive  boundUfs  (Irength.  Hale  and 
Monk  were  at  lead  as  fincere  Chriftians  as  Atter- 
bury  or  Bolingbroke,  yet  neither  felt  any  qualm  at 
a  violation  of  their  feparate  fworn  engagements  to 
the  Engliih  Republic  and  Oliver  Cromwell. 

Though  the  ftatefman  and  prelate  are  fcarce  reC' 
cued  by  moft  eminent  talenti  from  national  detefta* 
don,  Anne's  fiunily  fefUngs  claim  apology,  and  her 
fuperftitious  prejudice  merits  excufe.  Did  not  fuch  a 
convulfed  pofition  diftrafl  her  reign,  excellence  of 
perfonal  chara£ter  would  compenfate  for  a  defed  of 
political  talents,  and  the  dignity  of  royal  ftadon  be 
fufficiently  upheld  to  arreft  the  refpeft  of  pofterity. 
This  amiable  Queen,  and  the  Stuart  linej  feem  to 
merit  the  compliment  paid  by  Pope  to  her  tuftwra^ 
f;elation,  the laADuke of  Buckingham,— - 

**  In  whom  a  race  for  coar^ge  fam^df  or  art, 
**  Ends  in  the  milder  merits  of  the  heart ; 
*'  And  chiefs  or  fages  long  to  Britain  giveOp 
«*  Paj  the  laft  tribute  of  a  faint  to  Heaven." 

The  preceding  obfervations  ^e  merely  introduced 
to  juftify  the  wifdom  and  integrity  of  George  I.  in 
9  reliance  upon,  and  employment  of  the  Whig  in- 
tereft  through  his  empire.  That  principle  kept  Ir^- 
^d  quiet  during  the  rebellions  which  agitated  Great 
Britain,  and  encreafed  her  progreflive  profperity  in 
defpite  of  commercial  reltridions  or  coDilitudonal 
diefe£t8.    The  King's  lnn$  Society  felt  the  ufual  pur* 

gadon 
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gation  in  its  leading  Members.  The  judicial  Benches 
were  cleared  fron^  prefumed  traitors  and  pr2^dice4 
politicianst 

Judicial  guilt,  at  the  clofe  of  Anne's-  rdgn,  was 
not  merely  uncommon,  but  general.    Such  as  were 
of  the  Privy  Council  figi^ed  a  report  contrary  to  evi* 
dence,  which  was  laid  before  them  at  that  boards 
The  puifne  Judges  concurred  in  this  fedfity  without 
the  warrant  of  any  docui;nent*     One  of  that  body 
foHcited  the  qaufe  in  Engird,    and  exhibited  to 
ftatefmen  a  proof,  that  though  Irifh  commerce  was 
reflri£led,  its  Judges  made  a  lucrative  traffic  lo  the 
Crown^  and,  by  parity  of  reafon,  to  private  parties^ 
of  the  property,   liberty,   and  lives  of   fellow-fub- 
jeffcs.     Nor  had  thefe  hardened  criminals,  or  their 
partifans,  any  excufe  to  offer,  but  merely  pleaded 
great  zele  againft  the  Pope  and  Pretender,  though 
nothing  was  more  likely  to  introduce  thefe  foreign- 
ers,   than  the    cruelty  or  corruption    of  Protejiani 
yudges.    However,  the  whole  groupe  would  be  re- 
moved on  the  accefHon  of  George  L  had  not  one 
man  among  them,  made  ufeful  difcoveries,  and  to 
the  original  crime  of  judicial  corruption,  fuperad-* 
ded  the  bafeneis  of  an  informer* 

I  will  not  exercife  the  feelings  of  a  Proteflant  or 
Whig  in  fo  partial  a  maimer  as  to  give  an  exclufive 
pierlt  to  all  the  new  Judges.  Similar  vices  ftained 
many  of  them  with  thofe  of  their  degraded  and 
timeferying  predeceiTors :  in  particular,  an  equal  dif- 
pofition  to  haunt  the  Caftle,  and  receive  its  oracular 

ailiftance 
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afliftance  in  popular  or  criminal  trials.  Thefe  fuC> 
picions  have  been  confirmed  (were  proof  neceffary) 
by  the  confidential  correfpondence  of  Primate 
Bouher. 

As  this  compilation  is  principally  direfted  to  the 
kgal  Students,  who  are  the  growing  hope  of  our 
country,  I  fhall  feel  ample  recompenfe  if  they  are 
thereby  animated  to  the  perufal  of  the  legal  and  ge*. 
neral  hiftory  of  our  Empire  through  all  its  variety* 
In  this  clafs  Ireland  claims  peculiar  and  difUnguifhed 
precedence — almofl:  every  acre  of  it  has  been  mark- 
ed by  confifcation,  and  the  diflFerent  principles  of  its 
acknowledged  law  tamiihed  by  mifinterpretation  or 
tyranny. 

The  profound  Montefquieu  affirms,  that  Hiftory  and 
Law  illuftrate  each  other — ^with  a  fpirit  equal  to  his 
wifdom  he  inculcates  the  precept,  and  exhibits  the 
example.  Let  my  young  countrymen  alfo  imitate 
his  literary  perfeverance,  and  "  though  wrapt  in 
admiradon  at  the  works  of  others,  yet  neither  fink 
into  hebetude  or  floth.''— Courage  will  not  then  be 
the  leading  feature  of  Irifhmen — they  mud  take  a 
pofition  equally  advanced  and  dignified  in  the  phiio- 
fophy  of  Hiftory,  Science  and  Law.  The  firft  Prince 
of  the.  Erunfwick  line  met  in  Irifh  loyalty  a  return 
f  uited  to  the  honefty  of  his  intention  and  perfanal 
charafter— fuch  an  hiftory  may  be  comprifed  in  a 
concife  political  aphorifm,  thai  the  Prince  was  pleafedy 
and  his  People  happy. 


Two 
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Two  memorable  circumftances,  however,  occury 
red  in  his  reign  relative  to  Ireland ;  they  do  not 
weaken  the  virtue  of  that  Monarch,  tliough  each 
powerfully  marks  the  fmguiar  misfortune  of  a  Sove- 
reign's living  in  a  country,  whofe  Senate  claima  an 
exclufive  and  paramount  judicial  or  legiflative  autho- 
rity over  the  neighbouring  State.  Time  has  coiife- 
crated,  with  juft  oblivion,  thefe  corroding  queftions. 
A  legal  critic  may  amufe  himfelf  in  the  clofet  with 
fuch  review,  as  accompanying  reflexions  upon  ob- 
folete  branches  of  our  law,  fuch  as  attaint,  appeal, 
or  wager  of  battel ;  but  patriotifm  and  policy  alike 
forbid  the  ufelefs  difcuffion  of  fubjeAs,  which  at  any 
time  engendered  heat  between  kingdoms,  whofe  in« 
habitants  are  equally  bound  by  public  principle  and 
perfonal  intereft  to  fupport,  according  to  the  motto 
of  old  Lyttleton,  one  Lawj  one  Gody  and  ^one 
King  ! 

In  1 72 1,  the  Steward  appointed  in  17 14  was  re- 
moved. The  order  appointing  his  fucceflbr,  and  the 
memorial  of  that  perfon,  ihew  that  complaints  bad 
been  made,  and  defaults  proved  againft  him-^— this  af- 
fords an  added  inftance  of  the  abufe  of  patronage  in 
this  country,  and  that  pride  encourages  fuch  guilt. 
The  fecondary  knave  hangs  upon  his  principal,  and 
roufes  perfonal  pride  to  intereft  itfclf  in  the  protec- 
tion of  official  wrong.  Private  friendfhip  and  public 
principle  require  neither  art  nor  hypocrify  to  dif- 
charge  thefe  facred  duties,  or  uphold  their  honeft 
claim.  The  patron  need  not  blufli  when  he  fupports 
a  proper  individual  againft  competitors,   however 

meritorious; 
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inentorious;  and  the  dependent  orfcajBtdtdate  who 
expedb  more)  gives  a  lively  fy  mptom  of  intended 
diibonefty,  ^hich -ought  to  make  his'partifins  fliriixk 
from  the  contagious  contaft  of  approaching  di£* 
honor. 

The  Black  Book  concludes  ^rith  an  otdor  of  the 
6th  of  January,    172 1,    to  the  folk>wing  effe&z 
^  That  the  iirft  Monday  in  the  Term  be  the  day  ap- 
pointed for  Commons — the  Steward  engages  to  ac** 
cept  of  four  ihillings  and  fix-pence  for  each  Term 
from  eajzh  praSlitioner  for  Cq/i  Comtnons^  inftead  of  five 
fliillings  formerly  paid.^'    The  Order  was  made  to~ 
that  eSeft,  and  that  he  demand  no  more.    Two 
days  previous  to  the  day  of  providing  Commons, 
gentlemen  intending  to  be  ib  Commons  are  to  give 
Notice  thereof  to  the  Steward;  and  to  enforce  the 
above  rule,  all  Barriilers  and  Attotnies  who  have 
tot  already  entered  into  Bonds^    are  defired  {o 
to  do. 

An  audacio<2S  and  fingukt  forgery  concludes  th6 
above  order,  and  is  fymptomatic  of  the  fraud  and 
tyranny  conftantly  fchemed,  and  occafionally  exer- 
cifed  agalinft  the  gre^t  body  of  the  profe&on  by  pro* 
fiigate  Miniflers,  or  perjured  Judges  and  their  d&' 
pendent  tools.  I  have  delivered  the  fubftance  of  the 
order,  but,  reader,  mark^  learn^  4md  inwardly  digefi 
il:>€  fequel:  In  a  different  hand  and  ink  from  the  pre- 
ceding part,  or  the  correfponding  pages,  the.  follow- 
ing lively  addition  is  made :  *•  and  alfo  Ordered^ 
That  all  perfons  in  arrear  for  commtnu  aitd  pen/ions^ 

forthwith 
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forthtrith  pay  the  fame,  or  they  fliall  liot  be  admit- 
ted to  pra£tice<'^ 

In  ancient  times  Statutes  were  left  at  the  end  of 
the  Sei&on  for  the  Judges  to  reduce  into  form ;  and 
they  have  been  charged  by  grave  and  fapient  writers 
with  haying  foifted  in  new  matter.  Eighty  yeard 
have  elapfed  (ince  the  preceding  entry-^the  foul 
charge  cannot,  therefore,  be  brought  home  to  any 
individual  or  party  in  the  Society ;  but  when  this  is 
compared  with  the  guilty  interefl:  of  Tome,  the  readef 
will  readily  believe  that  many  documents  have  been 
wilfully  deflroyed,  and  that  this  mutilated  book  has 
efcaped  that  wreck,  merely  bepaufe  its  appearance^ 
texture  and  irregularity,  would,  it  was  hoped,  detef 
even  patient  dullnefs  from  a  clofe  and  critical 
perufaL 

How  long  are  the  lights  of  the  nation  to  be  thus 
abufed  ? — ^Are  novelties  not  merely  to  be  tolerated  y 
but  the  induftry  of  monks  revived  in  gracing  the  inr 
vendon  with  ancient  and  correfponding.  impofture? 
were  fuch  pra£tices  fuccefsful,  profeflbrs  of  Irifli  law 
could  essptSt  no  fecurtty  but  in  a  (Iavi(h  fubmiilion 
— triumphant  tyranny  would  cover  with  its  broad 
mantle  prefumptuous  ignorance,  and  malignant  hy- 
pocrify.  Such  fchcmers  feem  to  treat,  by  artful  con- 
cealment, the  youthful  or  inexperienced  part  of  their 
brethren-^as  Herodotus  records  the  Scythians,  who 
put  out  the  eyes  of  flaves — left  attention  may  be 
diverted  by  that  faculty,  whilft  churning  milk  for 
theiir  inhuman  oppreflbrs. 

I  find 
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I  find  the  name  of  Chief  Baron  Gilbert  figned  to 
that  order.     To  whatever  length  his  zeal  for  the 
fubveriion  of  Iri(h  independence  might  lead  him,  my 
mind  is  firmly  convinced,  that  (iich  abfurd  and  ille- 
gal tyranny  would  be  oppofed  by  that  learned  and 
accomplifhed  Judge,   as  variant  from  Englifh  ufage, 
and  for  a  default  which  the  Society  had  correflcd  by 
an  adequate  and  correfpondent  remedy.     The  opi- 
nion of  Gilbert  as  to  the  benefit  refulting  from  an 
appeal  to  the  Englifh  Hoiife  cf  Peers,  muft  alfo  be 
confirmed  by  his  perfonal  knowledge  of  the  igno- 
ranee,  corruption  or  party-prejudices  of  his  judicial 
brethren  ;  for  the  roar  of  an  interefled  cabal  in  this 
country  has  been  generally  miftaken  as  the  found  of 
fenfe,  and  in  almoft  every  change  the  judicial  fhtion 
was  confidered  a  party  premium,  and  not  a  jud  of- 
fering to  general  learning,  legal  refearch,  and  unble- 
mifhed  integrity.     There  were  few  other  places  in 
this  kingdom  to  fatisfy  a  Miniflerial  movement — the 
vices  of  the  country  have  thus  flown  from  the  faults 
of  Government,  and  will  totally  difappear  when  the 
juflice  and  purity  of  the  Englifh  fyftem  has  become 
habitual  at  the  Caflle. 

The  Great  Seal  was  taken  from  Lord  Midleton 
in  1723.  This  event  flowed  from  an  attack  in  Par- 
liament on  account  of  an  abfence  in  England,  though 
with  leave  from  the  Crown.  This  laft  and  iongcft  vi- 
fit  was  for  fixteen  months,  and  had  been  foUcit- 
ed  on  the  fcore  of  ill  health.  If  example  could 
fanftify  an  evil  precedent,  the  Chancellor  had  many 
to  produce,  in  the  perfons  of  two  Engliflimen,  Porter 

and 


kiwg's  inns.  273 

and  Methuen  ;  however,  fome  refoludons  vrere 
voted,  reflefting  on  his  Lordihip  fof  hot  ftating 
to  his  Sovereign  the  injury  which  the  abfence 
of  fuch  an  officer  mud  occadon,  both  in  the  Courts 
of  Chancery  and  ExcTiequer  Chamber.  The  plea 
of  known  ill  health,  or  being  an  £ngli(h  Commoner^ . 
did  not  avail  as  a  defence ;  which  circumflance  feem^' 
ed  a  fignal  for  his  Lordfhip  to  retire,  as  he  could 
not  (moft  probably)  remove  the  former  afiliftion, 
and  the  fliield  of  fenatori^I  fituation  was  wrefted 
from  himi  .   ■ 

t  will  not  guefs  Into  the  motives  of  individuals, 
Nvhether  they  originated  in  zele  for  the  public  good, 
or  in  a  concealed  movement  of  Miniflerial  n)a- 
chinery;  though  it  is.  but  judice  to  add,  that  his 
Lordihip's  official  integrity  and  gentlemanly  beha-* 
viour  feem  confirmed  by  this,  parliamentary  ordeal; 
for  fuch  grounds,  .properly  fupported,  would  fatiate 
perfonal  mah'gnity,  and  fix  upon  the  culprit  indelible 
difgrace*  Broderick^s  family  feemed  to  overtop  the 
houfe  of  Boyle  in  ihe  county  of  Cork;  and  his  . 
Lordfhip  oufted  the  Duke  of  Newcajile  in  a  Suffer 
borough — offences  no£  to  be  palliated  by  official  cor* 
reSnefsj  nor  overlooked  from  co.mpaffion  to  corporal 
infirmity.  His  Lordfhip  retired  with  fuUen  dignity, 
but  untainted  charader^ — he  even  gave  a  pattern  to 
Englifli  Chancellors  of  fuperior  independence,  with 
tefpeft  to  place  or  penfion ;  for  in  that  country  fuch 
an  officer  was  in  1725  convidted  of  corruption  and  . 
ijranny-y  yet,  every  part  of  the  fentence, yiv^  the 
iptominy^  operated  as  a  dead  letter-r-the  delinquent 
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was  condoued  a  penfion,  and  his  fon  enjoyed  a  mod 
lucratiye  finecure.  Sir  Richard  Cox  in  retirement 
became  confoled  by  this  depreifion  of  his  country  mao 
and  rir^,  whilft  another  imp  of  Irifli  party  became 
deeply  mortified* 

Chief  Juftice  Whitfted  conceived  that  the  Great 
Seal  of  Ireland  was  his  defcendible  right.    Exclufive 
xf  parliamentary  fervices  in  early  life,  he  had  merit 
of  a  later  date,  and  in^  a  different  Kne,  to  fecond 
foch  claim — perjured  zele,  and  prefumptuous  tyran- 
nical practice  in  criminal  trials.     The  Irifli  Cabinet 
expreffed  a  regret  at  not  being  able  thus  to  fanftify 
qualities  congenial  with  their  own.    This  memorable 
man  might  efcape  pofthumoiis  remembrance,  and 
direft  craft  or  corruption  to  temporary  conYenience, 
and  peribnal  malignity,  if  his  judicial  profligacy  did 
not  juftly  provoke  the  fatyric  pen  of  Swift.    Whea 
that  great  man  moll  loyally  attempted  to  roufe  torpid 
Iriflimen  to  a  prefervation  of  property  againft  fraud 
and  indireft  robbery— or  to  fuftain  their  private  for- 
tunes and  ilarving  artifans  by  an  ufe  of  domeftic  ma^ 
nufadture,  honeft  and  nervous  publications  were  con- 
fidered  libellous.    * 


The  Attorney-General,  however,  dared  not  fylc 
an  Infonnaiiony  and  look  for  conviction. — Indidmenis 
were  therefore  reforted  to,  in  which  entire  bufuicfs 
Whitflied  became  an  intere/ied  and  envenomed  fartifan. 
Each  recorded  tranfcript  of  Englifh  mal-pra£Hce  was 
cxerdfed,  whilft  the  plain  principles  dS  that  code 
were  exploded  or  demed.    If  judicial  purity  ihould 

refemble 
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tefemble  female  honor^  ^e  need  not  doubt^  that 

Whitfhed  became  ibon  callous  to  the  call  ofcmfctence^ 

and  exercifedj   without  fcruple  or  even  pecuniary 

bribesy  patty  hatred  s^nd  perfonal  malevolence  in 

many  private  caufesi,    His  acquaintance  was  extenfivei 

and  included  a  circle  of  iimilar  charaAerSi^-— Their 

cowardice  or  crimes  often  provoked  animadverfion, 

which  evil  paffions  requh-ed  indulgence,  and  /ome<^ 

times  a  /creem    The  pliant  Chief  jfu/iice  was  ever  at 

hand,  foHcited  or  encouraged  parties,  and  courted  this 

infamy  with  fuch  a  forward  approach,  that  his  aflb- 

ciates,  or  dependent  minions,  did  not  tremble  or  bltffb 

tvhen  they  avowed  Whitlhed's  previous  knowledge  of 

criminal  bufmefs^  and  a  pre-concerted  judicial  deters 

mination.     Such  mal-pra£lice  mud  often  fail  of  fuc- 

cefs,  if  the  Chief  Juftice  had  not  a  fuitable  ajfociate 

ami   humble  friend  in  Brother  Boate.     Thus,  fe^ 

cure  of  a  majority,  the  virtuous  Caulfield  was  dlfabled 

from  ededuating  any  thing,  ex(jept  a  difplay  of  un* 

doubt^  integrity^  and  found  legal  kn^ledge.     Even 

Swift  has  not  been  fufEcieoitly  juft  in  this  inftance-— 

for  the  approbation  of  honeft  Judges  is  full  as  nfeful 

in  a  public  point  of  view,  as  the  ke6ne|l  cenfure  of 

fuch  as  are  impudent  or  corrupt. 

Since  the  praftical  abolition  of  the  Caftle  or  Star* 
chamber  in  this  kingdom,  the  Court  of  King^s  Bench 
is  of  moft  material  importance,  and  its  deciHons  me- 
rit  a  xpnftant  review  as  offering  li/cj  or  rendering 
txijience  miferable  by  arbitrary  and  fever e  pumflsments» 
Without  fuch  firmnefs  and  precaution  novelty  may 
creep  in^  and  at  a  proper  diltance  of  time  aifume  the 
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appearance  of  legal  precedent    Thus,  in  our  time,  a 
capital  convid  failed  in  arred  of  Judgment  upon 
points,    which  it  was  admitted  would  fuccefsfully 
avail  him  at  Weftmkifter,  fo  powerful  was  Jrljh  inm* 
vation  againft  Englijh  jujlia.     The  well-known  cafes 
of  Steevens  Reillyy  and  Magee^  further  illuftrate  the 
preceding  attempt,  though  defuetude  juftly  marks  the 
reprobated  extravagance  of  the  former,  and  the  Le- 
giflatufemildly  aboUflied  the  malignity  of  the  latter; 
but  tbeyudges  met  no  apprtipriate  cenfurefor  ehberabufe. 
Fiats  and  Attachments  being  thci&  allayed,  the  doc- 
trine of  Information^  alone  remains  to  ered  party  va* 
riations  or  per/onal  malignity  upon-^— a  fx^bjed  too  clear 
for  the  duUeft  legal  blockhead  to  miflake,  and  too 
material  for  Parliament  to  overlook.     Whitflxed  finifii- 
ed  his  career  by  an  imfdied  avowal  of  guilt — ^he  foU- 
cited  the  Great  Seal,   and  on  difappointment  de- 
termined to  fever  himfelf  from  further  proftitution, 
by  becoming  Chief  Jujlice  of  the  Commmi  Pleas.  The 
fiat  of  an  £ngli(h  Minifter  did  not  feel  for  the  mu- 
tual regrets  of  a  qorrupt  Judge  and  obfcure  Statef- 
man ;  the  Great  Seal  was  therefore  given  to  a  pam- 
phleteering partifan,  who  died  in  fo  (hort  a  time  after 
arrival,  that  bis  fervices  would  be  totally  forgot  in 
this  country,  but  for  the  penfion  fo  long  paid  tp  his 
family — he  was,  however,  a  man  of  confiderable  le- 
gal talent,  and  unexceptionable  perfonal  cbarader— 
whofe  name  has  been  rendered  (Ull  more  refpeftable 
by  the  claffic  genius  of  one  relation,  and  the  naval 
merit  of  another. 


Chief 


Chief  JufHce  Windham  was  raifed  from  the  Com- 
mon Pleas  to  the  Chaocery  Bench.;  a  perfoa  whofe 
condufty  as  Chief  Judge  of  an  Iri{h  Court,  gave  a 
good  eamefl:  to  the  kingdom  of  the  propriety  of  (uch 
promotion.  Unlike  mod  of  his  predeceflbrs,  or  fome 
of  his  fucceflbr^  he  tempered  a  naturaldSpofition  to 
juftice  with  a  cortedt  knowledge  of  generjil  equity^ 
as  excrcifcd  through  Europe,  or  ingrafted  on  the 
fyftem  of  £ngli(h  Law;  his  Court  therefore  became 
an  enlightened  fchool,  4n  which  a  ipild  ,and  benevo- 
lent Magiftrate,  by  pradice  and  example,  animatied 
the  3^  to  legal  ikill.;  he  further  fati&fied  the  natioa 
by  a  marked  diicountenance  of  party  views,  or  the 
perfonal  interference  of  oiEcial  attendants  in  any 
inatter  fubmitted  to  his  decilioiu 

The  minifterial  fituation  of  this  coimtry  enabled 
him  to  exercife  another  quality  equally  correfpon- 
dent  to  the  purity  and  nipderation  qf  his  temper. 
A  leading  coun(moner  miinaged  the  lower  lioufe,  and 
upheld  .admimilration  with  vigour  and  integrity, 
whiifl  the  Ipik  ^f  official  connexion  with  the  Eng- 
lifli  Cabinet  was  jipheld  by  a  prelate  highly  cptituled 
to  notice  in  an  hiftorical  review  of  the  legal  pro* 
feffioB.  He  too  was  a  M^^b^r  of  the  Kin^i  InttSf 
and  grafped  in  the  vortex  of  his  ambition,  the  nia^ 
mgement  of  clergy  a^dJaity.  My  opinion  of  the  Pri- 
mate's private  virtues  and  public  talents  is  guided  by 
ftria  impartiality.  The  vices  of  a  ftatefman  be- 
comc'the  more  d<uig«rous  when  clothed  with  e^cterior 
decorum,  and  an  exercife  of  perfonal  benevolence* 
Thus,  feudal  ruffians  confecrated  crimes  by  donar 
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tions  to  the  Church,  and  clerical  timerervers  or  ty.' 
rants,  a  Waolfey^  an  XJminesj  a  RUMieu^  and  a  Bmd* 
ter,  ^ffefbed  to  atone  for '  injunes  in  each  country, 
which  they  managed,  by  an  encouragement  of  par* 
ticular  charities  or  pofthumpus  foiindations.     The 
reader  Ihall  be  gratified  by  the  Primate*s  pen*  with 
authentic  proofs  of  his  perfonal  and  minifterial  in- 
tegrity. — ^A  few  quotations-  from  that  unexceptiona- 
ble authority  will  jliftly  fuperfede  the  fallible  afler- 
tion  of  any  man.    P.  3,  I'he*  independency  of  thi$ 
kingdom,  is  a  very  popular  notion,    ib.  The  Par- 
Kament  may  fear  the  inadnefs  of  the  people.    P.  1 1. 
Whenever  the  Archbiftiop  dies,  it  is  neceflary  that 
an  Eoglifliman  fhould  fill  it.    P.  12.^  As  many  Eng- 
lifhmen  to  be  fent,  as  may  be  with  decency.     P.  17. 
The  Englifli  interefl  to  be  thoroughly  fupported. 
Us  from  England y  whofe  hearts  arejiill  with  cur  coun'> 
try.     The  only  way  of  keeping  things  quiet  is  to 
fill  the  great  places  from  England.    P.  19.  No  one 
for  the  future  but  Englifhmen  to  be  in  great  places. 
The  Chief  Baron  to  be  an  Englifhman.    P.  49.  I 
muft  ou'ti  we  deferve  no  favour  here.     P.  64.  Irifli 
Lawyers  inferior  in  Ikill  and  experience  to  the  Eng- 
Hfh.     However,  the  patriot  prelate  deigns  to  con- 
fult,  on  a  law  point,  the  Archbifliop  of  Canterbury* 
P.  90.  The  two  Chief  Juftices  to  be  Englishmen. 
P^  ^^.  If  an  Englifh  Bilhop  be  fent,  let  it  not  be  for 
bdng  good  for  nothing  there. 

\i  fo  good  a  man  could  forget  his  duty  as  a  pr^ 
late  and  minifter  to  the  people  with  whom  he  refi- 
ded,  what  CQnfi3ence  ought  Irilhmcn  have  in  in* 
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ferior  charaders  ?  Similar  {endmeoits  operated  upon 
the  general  clafs  of  imported  placemen,  who,  by 
mifinterpretation,   fraud,   and  fdf-interefl:,   upheld 
the  barbariim  and  hoftility  of  both  countries  in  their 
mutual  adminifiration.    To  fuch  a  man  Lord  Chan- 
cellor Windham  cheerfully  reiigned  the  corrupt  pa* 
tronage  and  fyftematic  fupport  of  ah  Iriih  Cabinet* 
In  this  manner  the  nation  and  its  legal  body  was 
governed  during  the  reign  of  George  I.  upon  whofe 
demiie  the  fceptre  fell  to  his  fon  without  any  judicial 
or  minifterial  movement  in  either  kingdo^i.    In  par- 
ticular, Ireland  ^It  the  natural  refult  of  peace — an 
CQcreafe  of  materials  for  food  or  manufadure  cor- 
refpondenc  to  the  fertility  of  her  foil,  and  fuch  ad- 
dition to  population  as  may  be  expelled  from  the 
temperate  habits  of  an  healthful  and  vigorous  pea- 
iantry.     But  this  honed  Prince  feems  unfairly  dealt 
with  by  domeftic  parties.— Whigs  enjoy  a  favourite 
political  pofition  without  an  acknowledgment  fuiE- 
ciently  (Iroilg  in  favour  of  the  Monarch.     Minifters 
and  Xelf-interefted  followers  are  eager  to  transfer 
the  luftre  of  political  meafures  from  the  r^iyal  brow 
to  their  own,  whilil  the  great  body  of  the  nation 
feldom  enquire  into  remote  caufes,  provided  they 
are  blefled  with  beneficial  effeds.     But  the  dircer.n- 
ment  of  George  I.  in  achoice  of  Aiiniflers,  and  his 
undifguifed  adoption  of  that  party  whp  unequivo- 
cally acknowledged  and  adhered  to  the  principles 
which  feated  William  on  the  Britiih  throne,  equally 
prove  hk  (kill  in  ttie  fcience,  and  integrity  in  the 
management  of  Government.     If  he  was  ignorant 
«if  Engliih  Law,  his  good  fenfe  at  leail  led  him  to 
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revere  it    Though  an  ungrateful  Courtier  (from 
motives  of  apparent  ridicule)  likens  his  qualities  to 
thofe  of  a  plain  German  country  gentleman^   let  me 
add,  that  no  charader  was  more  likely  to  make  a 
good  Britifli  King.     The  events  of  his  reign  cor- 
refponded  with  this  prefumption,  which  were  in  ge- 
neral peaceful  and  profperous,  whilfl:  the  Royal  cha- 
ra6ter  for  bravery,  candor,  and  humanity,  flood  un<> 
impeached.      But  Ireland  owes  him  peculiar  regard, 
as  her  people  were  wifely  encouraged  to  induftry,  by 
withdrawing  from  praftice,  the  progreffive  feverity 
of  penal  flatutes.    Thus,  George  L  feems  liiUy  en- 
tituled  to  be  the  parent  of  an  illuftrious  dynafty  of 
Kings,  and  may  merit,  from  grateful  pofterity,  the 
Romanes  application  to  a  living  Prince,*  •*  That  in- 
bravery,    honejiy^   and  humanity,    he  may  refemble* 
George  L  and  govern  an  empire  with  equal  proiperity 
and  fucceft.'- 

King's  Inns  corruption  or  tyranny  no  longer 
wound  the  reader's  integrity  or  public  fpirit,  ^  No 
benefit  ^\ras  likely  to  refult  from  attempts  at  the  lat- 
ter, and  there  was  no  ground  left  to  exercife  the 
former  vice  upon.  Even  the  chambers  df  the 
Judges  became  too  ruinous  for  refidence  or  occa* 
fional  vifits ;  nor  were  thefe  grave  charafters  dif- 
pleafed  thereat ;  it  furniflied  them  with  a  plaufible 
excufe  of  declining  evening  attendances  on  judicial 
bufinefs.  The  indulgence  of  hofpirable  habits  in 
private  houfes  was  more  congeiial  with  the  national 
charafter;  this  variation  was  therefore  not  oViVf 
overlooked,  but  popular. 

The 


king's  inks. 
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The  northern  fide  of  Dublin  had  been  increafing 
in  fize  from  the  reign  of  James  I.  a  long  and  regular 
quayage  marked  that  fide  of  the  LiflFey.  Mer- 
chants moved  from  the  confinement  of  a  walled 
town  to  this  convenient  fituatiqn,  and  refidents  o{ 
rank  preferred  new  and  airy  ftreets  to  the  fixed  and 
confined  avenues  of  the  ancient  city.  This  infiux  of 
inhabitants  added  to  the  number  of  parifhes, .  and 
neceffarily  made  the  fite  of  houfes  more  valuable. 
Members  of  the  legal  body  were  therefore  eager  to 
convert  temporary  chambers  into  %  fixed  inheritance, 
or  obtain  a  vacant  fpot  for  the  ^re£Uon  of  fuitable 
tow|i  houfes.  By  this  purfuit  the  poifeflion  of  a 
confiderable  portion  of  the  old.  Monarchy  was 
wrefted  from  (he  profeifion;  feveral  families  have 
therefore  no. better  evidence  that  t]ieir,  anceftors 
were  Members  of  the  King's  Iqns^  than  t^  ^njoy-» 
ment  pf  fuch  property. 


Nor  was  the  coUufive  jobbing  confined  to  outlying 
portions  of  the  royal  grant;  its  peiliicious  fpirit 
entered  the  precin^,  and  houfes  have  been  built 
where  the  walks  and  gardens  of  the  Society  were 
formerly  laid  out.  Whatever  portion  efcaped  this 
profeffional  plunder  has  been  filently  encroached 
upon  by  the  neighbouring  inhabitants,  or  forms  the 
fite  of  the  Four  Courts,  and  public  offices,  with  a 
few  adjacent  houfes.  However,  the  rifing  profpe- 
rity  of  the  nation  did  not  contribute  to  ilrengthen 
cr  beautify  the  I^ng^s  Inns.  The  profeifion  attained 
^n  adequate  advance  in  perfonal  refpe£l  apd  national 
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importance,  whilfl:  the  xnanfions  of  its  early  fettle** 
meat  were  finkinlg  ioto  infigoificance  and  ruin. 

An  akeration  had  not  only  taken  place  in  public 
manners,  but  in  the  conveniencies  of  private  life.— 

m 

A  biennial  Seflion  of  Parliament  gave  to  Dublin  tbe 
leading  ezpendit-ure  of  the  nation,  which  city  wzs 
changed  from  a  conventicle  of  monks,  or  garrifon 
of  military  adventurers,  into  a  populous,  poweriuli 
and  poliifaed  metropolis.  The  rifing  hope  of  the 
country  was  there  fixed  for  univerfity  accompUfli* 
ment,  and  enabled  to  feed  dawning  gemns^  not 
merely  with  ancient  learning,  but  an  immediate  re- 
view of  whatever  was  diftinguiflied  at  the  Bar,  or 
etninent  in  the  Senate.  Many  perfons,  for  the  fur- 
therance of  family  education,  took  fettled  reii« 
dences  in  Dublin,  which  cuftom  became  peculiarly 
prevalent  in  the  legal  line.  Where  that  was  not  the 
cafe,  accommodations  for  diet  and  refidence  had  fo 
encreafed  as  to  render  collegiate  habits  not  only  un- 
neceiTary,  but  inconvenient^  Above  all,  the  Judges 
lived  m  different  parts  of  the  town,  and  did  not,  even 
in  Term  time,  attend. King's  Inns  Chambers,  as  their 
^nglijfh  brethren  do  at  Serjeant's  Inn* 

The  preceding  circumftances  fully  account  for  the 
gradual  decay  of  the  buildings,  and  why  no  applfc*' 
tion  was  made  to  Parliament  for  aid  to  repsur  or  beau- 
tify them.  The  only  remaining  mark  of  fuch  a  fitoa* 
tion  confifts  in  the  ufual  clamor  about  cad  Com* 
mons  and  Penlions,  a  confiderable  portion  of  which, 
^  different  periods,  funk  into  tbe  pocket  of  the 
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Steward,  or  Under  Treafarer,  who  was  generally 
the  proteded  minion  of  fome  leading  member.  Such 
officers  as  efcaped  the  official  contagion  are  there- 
fore  entituled  to  double  credit.  For  the  Steward's 
benefit  and  roofing  this  judicial  conclave,  the  con* 
nexion  feems  to  be  continued* 

We  find,  however,  in  1732,  that  Doftor  Caleb 
Cartwright,  a  junior  Fellow  of  Trinity  College,  wa$ 
appointed  Chaplain  to  the  Sodety  in  the  room  of 
Mr.  Gibbons ;  yet  fuch  is  the  carelefs  or  mutilated 
flate  of  the  latter  exifting  documents,  that  no  entry 
of  Mr.  Gibbons's  appointment  appears  therein,  nor 
whether  the  fituatipn  became  vacant  by  that  gentle- 
man's promotion,  removal,  or  death.  This  year 
was  alio  memorable  for  an  attempted  abufe  of  au* 
thority,  as  flagrant,  ks  unjnftifiable,  and  as  infamous 
as  what  affedted  the  Society  in  the  preceding  cen- 
tury, with  refpefl:  to  Sir  John  Everard. 

*Mr.  John  Fitzgibbon  applied  for  a  call  to  the 
Bar,  with  a  moral  and  literary  character  not  onlf 
fufficient  for  the  purpofe,  but  a  fcrutiny  into  which 
mult  attrad  attentic»i  and  refpe£t  Though  de- 
fcended  from  Popifh  parents,  he  underfjood  the 
Law  too  well  to  apply  without  removing  the  effed 
of  fuch  impediment.  For  this  alfo  a  recent  prece* 
dent  occurred  in  the  ^  cafe  of  a  Mr*  Jam^s  Roche, 
who  was  admitted  a  fiarrifter  in  1729.  His  educa* 
tion  in  a  French  univerfity  could  not  be  a  matter  of 
regular  enquiry,  as  a  college  degree  was  neither 
refpeded  nor  recjijired,     * 

With 
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Wttfa  the  preceding  protections  and  qualification^ 
the  reader  may  feel  impatient  to  know  what  ground 
of  rejedion  could  be  fairly  adduced  againft  him ;— * 
it  feems,  ambition  or  lucre  urged  him  to  take  and 
publilh  notes  of  cafes  determined  in  Weftminfter 
during  a  five  years  refidence  in  England  ;  they  bear 
ftrong  teftimony  to  his  induftry  and  diligence,  and 
are  worthy  the  imitation  of  Students.     The  wai^  of 
a  judicial  fiat  was  confidered  indecorous,  and  even 
induced  Lord  Hardwicke  to  confider  them  as  no 
authority,  though,  with  the  candor  infepatable  fi-ooi 
great  ability,  and  the  knowledge  of  a  cotemporary, 
l^e  admits  their  accuracy.    The  preceding  aflertioa 
of  that  great  man  proves  the  propriety  of  caudon 
Vi  judicial  diihimsp 

The  Chancellor  did  not  forefee  that  his  intiniate 
friend.  Sir  Michael  Fofler,  would  avow  an  indiffef> 
rence  for  fuch  certificate,  and  that  an  Officer  of  the 
King's  Bench,  not  deigning  to  publilh  his  Lordfhip's 
decifions,  exercifed  a  fimilar  privil^e,  not  only 
with  impunity,  but  applaufe. 

An  Iri^,  and  even  a  Munfter  faftion,  circulated 
with  adlive  malignity  the  propriety  of  marking  a 
man  by  reje^on,  who  had  thus,  in  their  opinion, 
committed  a  direft  contempt  againil  the  Judges  of 
England,  and  which  merited  the  vengeance  of 
their  fubordinate  and  fubfervient  brethren  in  thU 
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This  concealed  and  fudden  attack  was  eveh  car- 
ried,  and  the  Chancellor  left  in  a  minoxhy.  ,  Had 
that  great  officer  been  a  petulant,  unprincipled,  un- 
feeling party-man,  or  an  arrogant  upllart,  of  vain 
and  innovating  manners,  he  would  gratify  fuch  a 
difpofition  by  a  cruel  and  incondderate  afTent  to  this 
horrid  meafure.  What  would  avail  the  complaint 
of  a  young  man,  no  matter  how  meritorious,  rather 
obnoxious  to  Government  and  Parliament  from  li- 
neage and  mode  of  education,  alfo  equally  defti- 
tute  of  connexion  or  public  charafler  to  vindicate 
the  wroDg. 

In  this  entire  tranfadion  Lord  Windham  had  the 
cordial  fupport  of  Chief  Juftice  Reynolds.  They 
refifted,  from  motives  of  JuQice,  the  attempt,  and 
agreed  in  thinking,  that  a  perfon  performing  the 
legal  requifltes  enforced  by  modern  Statute  Law, 
and  the  ordinances  enjoined  by  prefcriptive  autho- 
rity of  the  Englifh  Inns,  had  a  right  to  be  called  to 
the  Iri(h  Bar ;  that  the  Statute  of  Henry  was  a  Di- 
rectory Statute,  ancillary  to  the  preceding  forms, 
and  which  made  the  Chancellor  an  inftrument  of  its 
obfervance,  without  giving  a  difcreti(^  to  a  felf- 
created  Irifli  Society  completely  modern,  of  oblig- 
ing the  keeper  of  his  Majefty's  confcience  to  obey, 
or  refill  the  call. 

At  firft  the  party  ftrove  to  affeft  popularity,  by 
proclaiming  the  propriety  of  confidering  the  King's 
Inns  as  equal  to  the  Englifh  Inns  of  Court  without 
paying  any  attention  to  the  difference  of  its  rife, 

progrefs. 


2^6  MISTOltY   OF  THE 

progrefs,  and  matfagement,  or  refle^ng  tipoil  the 
Inalienable  privilege  of  triihmen  to  enjoy  the  full 
benefit  of  the  Engliih  Common  Law,  unlefs  v^here 
contronled  by  Statute  authority;  but  they  finally 
and  filently  yielded  to  the  Chancellor  and  Chief  Juf- 
tice.  When  the  reader  refleds  on  the  excellence  of 
Mr.  Iltzgibbon's  perfonal,  political,  and  legal  cha- 
rader,  it  muft  infpire  hhn  through  life  with  an  ad- 
ded abhorrence  of  concealed,  unfwom,  and  tjran^ 
nic  difcretion^ 

In  this  inftance  the  voters  have  not  been  afcer- 
tained.  ^The  junior  Serjeants  were,  however,  the 
avowed,  but  fubordinate'  leaders ;  men,  whom  the 
reader  will  find  damned  to  merited  infamy  upon 
legal  and  hiftoric  record  by  the  bafenefs  of  their  own 
afls— one  as  a  vindi£live  afl^m,  and  the  other  as  a 
Popifh  difcoveren 

m 

No  regular  trace  of  the  above  abortive  inDOva-' 
lion  difgraces  the  King's  Inns  books,  nor  was  it  their 
mode  when  a  Student  was  poftponed.  This  aUenh 
tion  was  referved  for  the  verfatile  craft  and  maUgnant 
effrontery  of  our  time.  J  am  entituled  to  credit  for 
the  preceding  account,  as  delivered  to  me  by  a 
gentleman  well  known,  and  juftly  refpe3:ed  in  his  day 
as  an  able  Barrffter,  and  perfon  of  untainted  honefty, 
t^hich  information  arofe  in  the  following  manner : 

Iq  my  juvenile  days  I  was  weak  enough  to  ima* 
gine^  that  legal  induftry  and  general  learning  form- 
ed a  ftranger's  undoubted  recommendation  to  judi* 

cial 
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cial  coont^aace  and  favour.  Such  attributes  I 
thought  attached  to  Mr.  Fitzgibbon  from  his  reports 
and  collegiate  chara^er.  Mr.  Dwyer  Lyfter^  to 
whom  I  mentioned  that  circumftance  as  one  caufe  of 
his  rapid  rife  in  profeifioD,  removed  the  illufion  by 
the  foregoing  detaiL 

If  I  have  not  parali&d  the  reader's  purfuit  after 
literary  fame,  he  will  be  curious  to  know  whether 
Iriih  legal  writers,  or  their  works,  underwent  a  fi- 
milar  ordeal,  or  by  what  concurrence  of  accident 
they  avoided  the  trying  fcene ;  the  anfwer  will  be 
concife  and  fatisfaftorf.    No  private  Iriih  lawyer 
ever  incurred  the  penalty  by  publiihing  a  legal  re- 
port.    Sir  John  Davis,  and  Chief  Baron  Gilbert, 
deciphered  with  fmgular  ability,  and  by  a  copious 
commentary,  the  leading  dedfions  of  their  day. 
The  cafe  of  tenures  was  alfo  compiled  by  Baron 
Barryl     The  two  former  were  Engliflimen,   who 
cither  hstd  the  countenance  of  Government,  or  the 
pToteftion  of  rank  and  charader,  to  circulate  their 
works,  and  the  laft  was  a  ftate  compilation.     I  am 
faix  from  thinking  a  multiplication  of  cafes  ufefiil^ 
but  when  circumftances  occur  of  intricacy  or  no* 
velty,  and  the  determination  has  been  had  after  fo- 
lemn  and  elaborate  argument  by  a  learned  Judge  or 
Court,  fuch  a  report  becomfs  highly  valuable;  it 
does  not  form  the  lumber  of  a  Law  library,  but  elu- 
cidates and  confirms  a  doubtful  point,  or  eradicates 
eftabliihed  error,  and  fandtilies  the  change. 

Even 
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Even  EngliA  Courts  will  always  relpeft  fuch 
^cM-wdghed  Irifli  decifibns^   and  fupi^ort,    undef 
proper  limits^  our  conftru£don  or  interpretation  of 
received  maxims  and  acknowledged  Law.     There 
bave  been,  however^  cafes  which  in  no  poffible  pofi- 
tion  could  be  referred  to  Englifli  jurifdiftion  ;  fuch 
have  always  been  the  trials  of  Peers.     Irifb  nobles 
have  not  been  exempt  from  humai^  frailty  or  armies 
— *four  have  therefore  within  the  two  lad  centuries 
been  tried  for  murder.     In  each,  new,  fingular,  and 
original  legal  points,  may  be  prefumed  to  come  un« 
der  debate.    The  firft  cafe  was  before  the  Rcvolu* 
tion,  in  the  perfon  of  Lord  Dunboyne.    The  law  of 
peerage  was  then  the  fame  in  both  countries.     Lord 
Netterville  was  tried  during  the  fitting  of  Parlia- 
ment, in  the  reign  of  George  11.    Lord  Santry's 
convifUon  alfo  occurred  a  fhort  time  after,  but  dur- 
ing a  prorogation  of  Parliament.    No  regular  ac- 
count has  been  publiihed  of  the  preceding  impor- 
tant matters. 

Another  nobleman  was  tried  for  murder  in  1798, 
a  memorable  year  in  Iriih  annals,  when  the  triumph 
of  legal  authority  over  the  higher  ranks,  ought  to 
be  fully  and  faithfully  difplayed  to  the  lower  clafles< 
This  bufinefs  was,  however,  fmothered  for  want  of 
an  authenticated  pul^pcatioD*  The  reader  muft  aU 
low  me  to  ftate  foxne  points  which  appear  on  the 
Journals  :*-There  was  no  profecution; — a  notice 
figned  by  the  noble  Earl  was  fwom  to  be  ferved  on 
the  widow  of  the  deceafed,  and  alfo  on  his  fon  and 
daughter.     T/jey  reftded  in  London.    The  notice  did 

not 
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hot  ftate  that  the  party  was  in  cuftody,  but  that  he 
would,  forthwith.  ,No  evidence  was  given  to  af« 
certain  whether  the  fon  or  daughter  were  children, 
or  grown  up.  The  parties  were,  however,  to  take 
the  word  of  an  indided  felon^  and  crofs  the  fea,  or 
£ul  in  the  profecudon. 

Another  curious  circumftance  occurs,  which  iU 
luftrates  our  ftate  of  juftice — ^A  nodce  was  ferved 
upon  the  Attorney  General :    What !  had  he  no- 
thing to  do  with  the  imputed  (;rime ;  or  did  that  cri« 
tical  year  fo  overwhelm  him  with  Caftle  intrigues, 
or  the  puniihment  of  Commoners,  as  to  fuperfede 
an  official  review  of  the  peerage  ?  This  trial,  thus 
negle£ted  by  the  law  fervants  of  the  Crown,  might, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  noble  triers,  be  a  cafe  fit  to  be 
put  off  until  the  Crown  was  able  to  arrange  the  pro- 
iecution,  and  due  vigilance  exercifed  to  bring  for** 
ward  that  evidence.     After  the  noble  prifoner  plead* 
ed  not  guilty^    how  great  the  embarraffment !    By 
what  principle  or  precedent  could  the  trial  be  then 
delayed  for  the  purpofes  of    fubft^ntial   juftice? 
Haftings's  cafe  would  not  apply  either  in  the  effeft 
of  the  profecution,  or  its  management.     I  merely 
fubmit  the  preceding  pofidons  to  the  reader's  re- 
flexion ;  if  they  appear  new  or  extraordinary,  the 
trial  ihould  be   publiftied    according   to   modem 
ufage. 

The  Union  A61  has,  in  this  point  of  view,  fixed 
a  double  character  on  the  Irifh  Peerage-— whilft 
Members  of  the  lower  Houfe  of  Parliament,  they 
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iure  fiibjeA  to  the  ordins^  trial  of  a  Coimnoaer.  Let 
119  enquire  whether  there  foe  any^  cafou  omjffi  in  the 
doable  viewed  provifions  -of  that  celebrated  Statute. 
If  an  IrHh  Peer  ftood  in  the  ihoes  of  Sb  Francis 
Butdett,  and  pending  the  Biennial  Petition  for  Mid- 
dlefex,  was  charged  with  felony  or  treafon,  it  would 
be  mercy  to  the  public  or  the  party,  to  difpofe  of  the 
bufinefs  in  an  expeditious  legal  way.    No  adequate 
atnfwer  arifea  from  the  obTenration,  that  imtii  onfted 
by  petition,  the  Irifh  Peer  is  to  be  treated  as  a  Com- 
moner.   Buty  fuppofe  him  arraigned  on  a  charge  of 
High  Trerfon,  befbrev  fhe  Englifh  or  Irifli  Court  of 
Smg^s  Bench,  arid  the  Prifoner  and  Crown  thus  at 
iflue  y  fhould  an  expulfioh,  or  oufter  by  petition,  oc- 
cur foetween  that  day  and  the  time  appointed  for  trial, 
In  what  maimer  is  the  ferpentine  coat  of  Hibernian 
Peerage  to  be  eluded  or  controlled  ?— Is  Aat  a  ftage 
for  the  removal  of  crimiaai  proccfs  by  Certi&rari  ?  If 
old  eftabliihed  law  cannot  reconcile  this  contradic* 
lion,  does  the  Union  Aft,  in  any  or  what  manner, 
folve  the  riddle  ?— Has  the  lively  ferca&n  of  Swift 
been  realifed ;  and  is  Ireland,  in  faft,  become  the 
boating  ifland  of  law^    That  tempeftuous  whirl- 
wind haa  difturbed  it  fot  feveral  preceding  cemuries 
—the  late  memorable  movement  ought,^  therefore, 
to  fix  our  ftate  at  anchor* 

I  fear,  that  when  patience  and  im))artiality  hare 
'guided  Iriflimenor  Britons  to  an  accurate  review  of 
its  various  pKivifions  of  finance,  commerce,  t>r  ma- 
nufa^ures,  explanatory  ftatutes  will  be  neceflary  to 
fortify  or  perpetuate  an  equal  fyflem  of  benefits  tor 

both 
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bdtb  iLndsi  Let  us  mark  an  apparehi  omifliQn^ 
equajiy  hoftile  to  acknowledged  prerogative,  or  the 
proper  progrefs  of  the  eftabliihed  Church.  The 
union  of  biihoprics  is  a  mere  creature  of  polic75 
vefted  in' the  Crown  from  time  immemorial,,  or  at' 
leaft  annexed  to  the  royal  charafter  as  Head  of  the 
Church.  The  feveranoe  of  Sees  hangs  equally  on 
the  Sovereign's  will^  and  may  be  ekercifed  with 
great  wifdom,  according  to  extent  of  population^  or 
other  exifting  circumftances^  Did  the  improvements 
of  Clonmell  fugged  for  its  See  of  Li/more  an  infu*' 
lated  renovation  ?  or  extent  of  territory  occaflon  a  fe- 
verance  of  the  Kingdom  of  Kerry  from  the  diocefe  of 
the  bifliop  of  Limeikk!  or  was  Ardagh,  already  fepa- 
rated  by  locality  from  Tuam,  to  be  reinftated  as  afole 
Bijhoprick  ? — ^Would  not  his  Majefty,  as  a  nurfing 
Father  of  the  Church^  merit  applaufe  for  the  preced- 
ing alterations  ?— Is  he  reftrained  by  the  Union  Aft, 
which,  however^  limits  the  number  entitted  to  peri- 
odical feats  to  -eighteen  ? — Are  the  preceding  ancient 
biihoprics  to  enjoy  baronies  without  the  ufual  legal 
privileges? — nor  would  it  be  a  grievance  of  much 
lefs  magnitude.  Were  a  corrupt  Minifter  to  accumu- 
late epifcopal  unions,  with  intent  to  fecure  pliant 
Voters* 

t  merely  advert  to  ftatutable  omiflions,  and  do 
not  enter  into  criticifms  upon  the  political  objedb, 
method  of  attainment,  or  variations  from  the  Scot's 
Union,  with  the  motives  of  individual  voters.  Even 
fmce  the  preceding  obfervations  were  wrote,  a  new 
and  unexpeftcd  occurrence  bears  againft  the  appa- 
ll a  -  rent 
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rent  accuracy  of  the  Union  provifions.    Had  Mn 
Ponfonby^  refolved  to  continue  in  the  Commons 

Houfe^ 

^  WAen  Meflrs.  £rflcin€  and  Ponibiibj  were  appointed  to 
their  refped^ive  Chancellorfhips,  it  was  ftated,  tliat  the  former 
was  the  fecond  Scotfman  who  held  the  Seals  of  Great 'Britain ; 
itnd  alfo  added,  that  the  latter  gentleman  was  the  fecood  native 
€f  Irthnd  who  prefided  in  ita  Chancery  < Bench.    iLct  us  try 
whether  thte  heft  nM>de  of  combating  frofcript$re  w  impuJetU 
faffboodf  be  not  an  adoption  of  firmnefs  and  undoubted  truth. 
O^  the  revival  of  the  King's  Inns  is  idoy*  a  Wclchmaa  held 
the  Great  Seal  of  Ireland ;  but  as  it  is  my  det^rmniatTon  to 
mete  ottf  cenfure  or  praife,  with  impartiality,  to  the  nten  of 
nwrjf  cQutdry^  that  learned  and  incorrupt  prelate  has  already  met 
fuch  confecration  m  the  Ktn^s  Inns  Renumkramces^  publiffied  iaft 
year.     Since  that  Chancellor's  deceafe,  a  period  of  187  years, 
the  Irilh  Great  Seal  has  been  held  by  natives  for  upwards  of  a 
tetUury^     Ifo  nationality  can  be  fufpe&^d  in  critictfms  upon 
Iriflimen-^thry  were  (fome  at  lead)  ftamed  with  mmifierid!  ver* 
fatiBiyf  or  courtly  vite ;  but,  without  exception,  men  eminent 
for  ptrfotud  Jrimnefiy  claffical  Uanung^  legal  judgment^  znd  fcSti^ 
fal  ttJenU    Whereas  (bme  of  our  AngloJrifh  Chancellors  fcem 
to  be  fent  like  Bifiiops  from  England^^\\\^\  is,  (according  in  Dr. 
Boulter)  iox  being  good  Jornotbing  at  home.  Their  Memoirs  mud 
form  an  original  and  inflrudive  Work,  though  the  materiab 
would  be  op^  meofi^  and  mo/Hy  vicioiu* 

1  acknowledge  perfonal  obligations  to  Mr.  Ponfcmby,  which 
are  meafured  by  refpe^  for  him,  and  not  their  adlual  extent. 
They  were  alfo  received  witk  double  pride,  from  an  humble 
.  hope,  that  the  kindnefs  was  partly  a  teftfmony  to  pofitical  pu- 
rity ;  but  fuch  favours  mud  be  jiiftly  cancelled  on  the  altar  of 
public  juiUce.  The  defcendant  of  Cavends/b  and  Ruffidl^  how- 
ever,  gives  better  hope,  and  will  faithfully  explain,  as  well  ss 
firmly  uphold,  that  unrivalled  Legid  Confiitutiom^  which  the  for- 
mer ftruggled  for  with  unjhaken  courage^  and  the  latter]  ce- 
mented with  bis  innocent  blood.     Should  a  melancholy  neccfEty 

enforce 
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JJo^e^  and  iinite  -fuch  fituation  with  his  high  office^ 
in  what  manner  could  that  gentleman  be  obftru^d 
irom  holding  fuch  feat  ?  He  is  no  Judge  rf  either 
.Kingdom^  nor  the  Chancellor  (f  Great  Britain  ;  but 
the  latter  is  ^x  officio  Sp^eaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Peers, 
though  a  Commoner,  and  upon  that  account  inca- 
pable, from  time  immemorial,  of  fitting  in  the  Houfe 
of  Comaions.  But  this  circumdance  does  not  affe^ 
an  Irjlh  Chancellor  in  the  Imperial  Parliament.  If 
tne  §>irit  pf  a  Statute  can  fupply  omilfion,  there 
would  be  an  end  both  of  Liberty  and  L^iw.  L^ 
me,  howeyer^  illuftrate  the  criticifm  with  concluiive 
legal  ftrength,  on  a  Writ  of  Error  or  appeal :  When 
the  Chancellor  of  Great  Britain  is  a  Commoner, 
the  Houfe  of  Lords  would  violate  the  law,  and  fo. 
far  fubvert  the  Conftitution,  if  they  referred  to  him 
any  point  upon  either,  or  blended  an  alien  opinion 
(however  nibie^  with  the  Judges  of  the  Land* 

But  it  may  be  laid,  that  the  £[oufe  may  lefufe  to 
receive  him.  What !  brand  a  man  by  epcpulfion  or 
incapacity^  diftinguiihed  by  noble  defcenty  legal  genius^ 
parliamentary  talenty  and  perfotud  integrity*  Such  ^ 
vote  would  revive  Wilkes's  cafe  with  a  malignant 
comment  j  bejTides^  no  reafon  could  be  offered  from 
analogy,  which  did  not  apply  to  the  Irifh  ChanceU 
lors,  Metb.uen.j   W^ft^   ^d  Midleton^    who  refpeo- 

.*.vely 

ttiforec  the  choice,  I  will  forget  my  fnend,  but  remember  the 
country ;  and  in  fuch  cafe^  a6^  as  Lord  RuffieQ  would  ly  hts 
Jaiier^ 

« 

<*  Ad  p^nam  puicbra  pro  Ubcrtste  voeato** 
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lively  fat  as  Commoners,  whilft  they  held  the  Great 
Seal  of  Ireland,  and  were  fuppofed,^  by  EngUfti  Se- 
nators, to  hold  a  fubordinate  but  conne^ed  judicial 
feat.  I  am  not  fearful  that  Mr,  Ponfonby  will  bring 
the  point  into  difcuilion ;  he  has  already  attached 
himfelf,  with  unabated  diligence,  to  difcharge  an 
herculean  tajk — ^the  increafed  andaccumulating  arrear 
of  Chancery  bufinefs.  That  gentleman  alfo  declar- 
ed a  determination  to  lit  a  confiderable  time  previous 
to  Term — ^a  meafure  never  adopted  by  any  predecef- 
for  for  the  laft  thirty  years.  The  convenience  of 
prafticers  merits  every  attention,  but  the  national  in- 
tereft  fuperfedes  that  feduftive  plea,  ^d  powerfully 
marks  the  Chancellor's  official  motive, 

I  do  not  offer  the  preceding  ebullitions  of  Union 
inaccuracy,  as  an  apology  for  thus  engaging  to  write 
an  Hiftory  of  that  great  meafure,  with^an  appropriate 
preliminary  •  difcourfe.  Honeft  fellow^fubjefts  will 
overlook  many  defcfts  from  integrity  of  delign,  and 
ufefulnefs  in  the  fubjeft.  Accuracy  of  legal  quota- 
tions,  or  extent  of  refearch  through  the  Statutes  of 
England^  Scotfand^  and  Ireland^  may  be  relied  upon — 
that  laborious  drudgery  is  within  my  power,  and 
rendered  amufive  \>y  coitftant  habit— even  a  compi- 
lation, bottomed  on  fuch  principles,  may  be  in? 
ftruftive,  ?md  a  faithful  guide  to  a  future  philofophic 
hiflorian. 

*♦  Ergo  fungar  vice  cotis,  icptumt 
^'  Reddere  qux  fexrttm  valet,  cxcors  ipfa  fecaDdi." 

The 


The  proceedings  of  che  trUh  Bench  were  generally 
tindured  by  the  leaven  of  party,  and  an  hereditary 
diipofiuon  to  tyranny.  The  model  of  Engliih  mild- 
jiefs  or  regularity,  made  but  a  feeble  impreffion  ;  re- 
currence muft  be  bad  to  unpra£Ufed  rules,  pregnant 
alike  with  malignity  and  legal  ignorance,  .The  dif- 
tinft  name  of  Bencher  had,  in  the  reign  of  George 
Ih  become  familiar  and  well  known — a  voluntary 
legal  aflbciation,  degenerated  into  a  peried  refem- 
blance  with  a  dofe  or  rotten  Corporation.  The 
Members  aflumed  interefted  poUtical  vices,  without 
any  ufeful  pretence  for  a  connected  continuance*  No 
part  of  the  andent  Monastery  remained  in  the  imme- 
diate pofleflion  of  the  Society,  except  the  mouldce- 
iog  Chambers  of  Jiidgcs;,  with  a  few  in  the  occu- 
pancy of  clerks  m  the  public  offices,  or  abandoned 
by  them  to  the  fojoumment  of  proflit^ttes  and  thieves. 
Preceding  phindierers  had  legalized,  by  length  q£ 
time,  the  outlying  ground  againft  every  title  but  che 
Crown.  The  rulers  were  reduced,  as  in  our  time, 
to  the  mere  miimanagement  of  exiiling  income,  or 
the  conjcealed  embezzlement  of  eftablifbed  afleiT- 
ments. 

Parliament  did  not  indiicreetly  affix  taxes,  and  fttt* 
diouily  exclude  them  from  the  review  of  national  ac- 
countants ;  thus,  there  wanted  any  fufficient  pledge 
for  perpetuating  a  flagrant  job,  which  fuperfedes  by 
comparifon  the  craft  of  monkifli  legends,  or  legal 
maUpradice.  Even  under  the  preceding  degrading 
diiadvantages.  Commons  tontinued^    Abput  the  year 

^736,  wc  find  the  Chancellorls  Termly  charge, 

ah 


% 
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iL  IS.  4d. — ^  Chief  Jufticey  iL  13s.  4d. — z 
puifhe  Judge  or  Bencher,  16s.  8d. — a  Barrifter  or 
Attorney,  8s.  4d.  Notwithftanding  thefe  moderate 
fums,  the  Hall  feems  to  have  been  fd  flenderly  at- 
tended, that  the  old  orders  were  revived — ^the  laft 
to  that  tSe&y  appears  in  Trinity  Term,  1736. 

The  cone&y  adequate,  and  conftitutional  mode 
of  enforcing  thefe  arrears,  through  the  medium  of 
the  bond,  was  overlooked  or  abandoned  ;  to  difbar  a 
Daly,  a  Malone,  or  an  Q'CalJaghan,  for  not  paying 
arbitrary  penfions— or  attending  collegiate  Commons, 
(could  it  legally  be  done)  may  correfpond  with  the  le- 
giflative  or  executive  habits  of  a  certain  clafs  of  Judges^ 
who  are  thus  defcribed  by  the  late  Mr.  Juftice  Ro- 
binfon,  in  that  well-known  pamphlet  which  occafi- 
oned  his  elevation  to  the  Bench  :  **  Whofe  hiftory, 
in  a  judicial  capacity,  would  furniih  more  atrociotu 
barbarities  than  any  robbers  in  Jioryr^hvx  pafled  unnth 
//W,  uncenfured,  to  iht  fcandal  of  all  civil  fociety.^^ 
Such  were  the  fentiments  of  a  learned  contemporary 
Barrifter,  from  which  defcription  it  would  be  arro- 
gant and  imfounded  in  the  reader  or  me  to  diSent. 
This  laft  arbitrary,  though  impotent  movement, 
roufed  the  indignation  of  the  Bar ;  for  we  find  that 
they  were  refolved  to  afcertain  their  rights,  or  thofc 
of  the  Benchers. 


Profeflional  or  perfonal  fervitude  is  doubly  galling 
in  a  natipn  of  freemen ;  and  to  have  it  eftablifted 
among  pra£bfers,  who,  with  a  few,  dignified  excep- 
tions, view  each  other  with  envy,  j^aloufy  or  dijhu/l 

—converts 
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•-converts  a  private  mifchief  into  a  national  evil. 
Under  fuch  circumftances,'  flaves  alone  would  attend 
the  Courts^— who  muft  fubfcribe  to  every  interefted 
and  lime-ferving  doftrine  ijfuing  therefrom^  or  even 
degrade  ingenuity  in  its  illuftration  and  fup^ort. 
Thefe  obvious  confequences  led  the  Bar  to  demand 
an  inipedion  of  the  King's  Inns  books,  as  even  the 
prefumption  of  ignorance  could  not  impute  prefcrip« 
tive  tyranny  to  EngliOi  law,  or  the  praftifers  of  that 
celebrated  code.  The  Bencbers  acceded  to  the  re- 
quefl  with  becoming  promptitude,  in  the  following 
terms : 

•*  November,  1736,  Ordered,  That  Mr.  Parkirifon 
or  Mr.  Marfliall,  on  the  part  of  the  Utter  Bar,  have 
liberty  to  infpeA  the  books."  We  do  not  find,  any 
reiult  of  this  infpedion ;  it  is  more  than  probable 
that  Windham  and  Reynolds  fmothered  the  virulent 
malignity  of  a  few  degraded  Benchers,  and  alfo 
prevailed  upon  the  legal  body  not  to  perpetuate  the 
fcandal  by  a  publiflied  report. 

The  reader  may  feel  furprife,  that  Irifli  Attornie^ 
(a  moft  independent  clafs  of  men)  did  not  provoke 
a  fimilar  enquiry.  Their  referve  did  not  flow  from 
the  felfilhnefs  of  permitting  others  to  fight  their  batr 
ties,  and  availing  themfelves  of  the  event — it  arofe 
from  a  popular  miftake  as  to  their  ftate  and  profef- 
fion.  Judicial  difcretion  in  this  afflided  land,  has 
been  reprefented  as  the  law  of  tyrants,  and  becaufe 
Judges  are  enabled  to  admit  Attornies  in  their  fe ve- 
ra! Courts — ^an.d  bound  to  remove  fuch  as  are  clearly 

/  convifte4 
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convided  of  practical  delinquency.  It  has  been 
vainly  imagined  that  they  have  no  meafure  to  be 
guided  bj  in  the  exerciib  of  either,  but  an  arbitrary 
and  unfwom  difcretion.  To  relieve  honeft  niagi^ 
Crates  from  fach  an  imputation,  and  reinftate  the  r^ 
prefentatives  oi  fuitors  in  a  full  iirmnefs  of  here- 
ditary right,  can  never  be  an  ill-timed  or  improper 
a£t 

They  are  as  independent  of  the  Judges,  as  the  lati 
ter  are  of  Parliament — fome  evil  deed  muft  be  prov- 
ed, to  warrant  judicial  or  fenatorial  cenfure.  When 
innocence  or  honor  ((hould  that  melancholy  cafe  ever* 
happen)  is  wounded  by  fiich  bafe  attack,  in  a  Court 
of  Juftice,  or  by  either  Houfe  of  Parliament,  my 
fellow-fubje£^s  will,  I  truft,  vindicate  the  wrong, 
and  feel,  in  the  manly  language  of  Lord  Holt,  the 
intended  oppreflion  of  an  individual  as  an  injury  to 
them  all  In  1 738,  Mr.  MarfhaU  was  created  a  Ser- 
jeant,  and  in  i754»  a  Judge,  A  feleOion  of  that 
gentleman  was  extremely  judicious }  he  had  an  ac- 
tive perfevering  mind,  a  warm  intrepid  temper,  and 
^  judgment  fufEciently  fevere,  to  diflihguifh  between 
hollow  profeflions  and  pra^cal  inclinations  to  tyran- 
ny. Such  perfon  was  well  calculated  to  deprefs  a 
guilty  groupe,  not  mor^  by  perfonal  courage,  than 
undifguifed  contempt.  In  the  fucceeding  year.  Lord 
Wyndham  refigned,  to  the  regret  of  every  honeft 
or  intelligent  Irifhman,  having  rendered  a  name,  me- 
morable in  England  for  wifdom,  public  fpirit  and 
eloquence,  a  fubjeft  of  grateful  regret  to  the  Irifh 
nation.    His  retreat  was  alfo  unmarked  by  penfioD; 

place 
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place  or  reverfion ;  not  that  I  thmk  fuch  reward* 
lU-fuited  or  unbecoming  the  quietus  of  an  able  and 
impartial  Judge ;  but  the  purfuit,  whUft  in  office,  is 
not  only  difgraceful,  but  criminal. 

Robert  Jocelyn,  Attorney  General,  became  Chanr 

cellor ;  s  gentleman  of  unimpeached  political  ch^ 

rafter,  amiable  private  manners,  and  diftinguifhed 

legal  ability,     Thefe  paffports  to  pofthumous  fame 

are,  however,  often  unfuccefsful  in  the  Four  Courts* 

3ut  an  youthful  acquaintance  and  profeffional  inti« 

macy  with  the  Earl  of  Hardwicke  fecured  his  pro- 

^  motion.     Lord  Jocelyn  has  higher,  and  more  lalt« 

ing  merit,  than  obfcure  Chancery  Records  ufually 

convey.    He  united  lettered  t^fke  with  official  in* 

tegrity,  and  wiihed  to  redeem  the  darkened  annals 

of  this  country  from  fable  or  falihood.     With  this 

view  he  became  the  patron  of  Harris,  whofe  induf« 

try  was  unabated,  but  which  failed  of  fuitable  fuc- 

cefs  from  an  anxious  attention  to  the  influence  of 

exifting  power,  and  a  proportioned  negled  of  pof- 

terity.     Had  the  Chancellor  met  a  Lawyer  of  fupe* 

ri6r  merit,-  turning  from  lucrative  allurements  to 

lettered   purfuits,   fuch  an  enlightened  individual 

would  probably  be  encouraged,  and  rewarded  with 

.  fuitable  care ;   yet  the  preceding  exertion  forms  a 

monumental  foliage,    and  throws  a  lafling  luftre 

T  ound  tliat  nobleman's  chara^er. 

Thus,  Chancellor  Ellefmere  is  remembered  with 
refpeft,  not  for  his  argument,  entitled  the  Cafe  of 
f^o/i  Nati^  or  an  impotent  criticifm  on  Coke's  Re« 

ports^ 
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ports^  but  as  the  patron  of  Sir  John  Davk.  The 
political  verfatility,  or  imputed  crimes  of  Shaftfbury , 
are  forgot,  when  we  refled,  that  an  Author  was 
formed  under  his  (hade,  who  made  "  the  whole  in- 
ternal world  his  own."  Chancellor  Bathurft's  pc* 
rifbable  imbecility  is  atoned  for  by  dire£ting  official 
ftation  and  influence  to  the  protection  and  promotioa 
of  Sir  William  Jones : 


A«  Of  thM  fond  Spirit  whom  tk'  Afian  Mufis 
**  So  deeply  fteep'd  in  ,all  her  fragrant  dews, 
'*  And  o'er  whofe  early  work  his  mental  feaft, 
^*  She  pour'd  the  fwectnefs  of  the  rifled  Eaft 


t> 


Chief  Juftice  Reynolds  was  alfo  removed  fliortly 
after,  and  thereby  enabled  to  exhibit,  on  the  £ng- 
lifli  Bench,   thofe  profeffional  talents  and  accom- 
pliihed  manners  which  endeared  him  to  the  malig- 
nant and    unprincipled  parties  of  thfs  diftraded 
land.     Henry  Singleton,  an  Irifhman  of  fuperior 
legal  talent,    ssind  equal    perfonal    virtue,    filled 
that  vacant  ftation.     This  gentleman  was  the  laft 
Treafurer,  during  whofe  official  ftation  Commons 
were  held ;  a  circumftance  not  otherwife  to  be  ac- 
counted for,   than  that  the  univerfal  fenfe  of  the 
profeffion  and  nation  was  againft  their  neceffity  or 
ufe.     About  this  time  two  puifiie  Judges  were  ap- 
pointed from  England,  equally  deftitute  of  proper 
legal  knowledge,  but  different  indeed  in  every  other 
refpeft.    The  one,  eminent  for  claffic  tafle  and  fci- 
entific  knowledge ;   the  other,  an  illiterate  hackney 
plerk,  bred  in  an  Equity  Office,   and  incapable, 

from 
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from  the  confirmed  meannefs  of  early  habits,  to 
difphy  profeflional  (kill,  or  gentlemanly  manners. 
£ing*^  Inns  accounts  are  interrupted,  and  arreft  a 
further  regular  progrefs.  I  did  not,  however,  limit 
obfervations  by  law,  nor  fetter  attention  to  Coun- 
cils or  Commons,  the  reader  will  therefore  permit 
me  that  continued  privilege,  and  thereby  uphold  a 
connexion  of  narrative,  until  the  late  revival,  by  oc- 
cafional  occurrences,  till  innovation  at  laft  led  to 
princely  (trudurte  and  unexampled  expence.  I 
may  alfo  be  now  indulged  in  a  greater  latitude,  for 
no  internal  document  appears  until  the  year  1754^ 
when  Chief  Baron  Bowes  is  entituled  the  Treafurer. 
The  reader  will  probkbly  expeft  a  detsdl  of  its  per* 
fonal  property  at  the  time  when  the  Society  funk 
into  abeyance ;  no  fuch,  however,  appears.  Thus, 
the  craft  or  impudence  of  latter  times  has  baffled  my 
refeafch.  •  What  a  pity  that  fymmetry  was  not  given 
to  the  defign,  and  the  preceding  memorial  funk  with 
its  authors ! 

From  the  inflitution  in  1 607,  the  office  of  1  Vea- 
furer  was  annual ;  it  partook  of  no  emolument,  nor 
could  it  be  attended  with  any  material  trouble,  tirhich 
may  incommode  the  moft  felfifh  mind ;  for  an  Under 
Treafurer  was  elefted  from  the  Society  at  the  no- 
mination of  the  Treafurer,  to  continue  during  his 
time,  and  aid  the  principal  in  thofe  neceiTary,  but  in- 
fignificant  duties.  A  Penfioner  was  added  by  a  fimilar 
eleftton/ from,  and  by  the  body  at  large,  whde  em- 
ployment it  was  to  colleft  the  termly  penfions  affeiTed. 

tipon  each  other  by  this  felf  created  and  fubordinate 

Society. 
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Society.  Tins  office  became  peculiarty  tfout>l€* 
fome— a  Bariifter^  i>T  Attorney)  was  to  folicit  from 
hisTellow  Pfa£licers  in  either  Une,  trifling  dues,  or  btf 
accountable  for  die  negled.  Hence.it  was  eafily 
forefeen,  that  a  fine  was  requiiite  to  enforce  its  ac<» 
cqptance.  On  a  fimilar  principle  we  find,  that  the 
dignified  ihrievalty  of  London  and  Dublin  is  (hield« 
ed  from  dedenfion^  by  a  competent  pexialty* 

There  was  no  ftmggle  nor  canvafs  for  either  of 
the  Treafurerfhips.    However^   good  ienfe  yielded 
to  the  Tanity  of  imitation,   and  the  latter  offices 
'  were  fuppreifed  or  difcontinued  early  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  L    The  more  ufefiil  office  of  Steward  fup^ 
plied  their  plac&r^His  fituation  was  fubordinate  and 
ancillary  ta  that  of  the  Tr^urer.    A  Member  of 
the  Society  fometimes  difcharged  this  duty,  as  ap« 
pears  from  undoubted  authority  in  Mr«  Thomas 
Bringhurfi,   the  &ther  of  Dean  SmA,  and  Mr, 
John  Smyth,  and  more  frequently  an  extern  of  in* 
ferior  charafter.     The  Society,  though  vifibly  en* 
tered  into  on  a  frame  of  apparent  democracy,  verged 
to  ariftocracy,  and  terminated  in  the  deteilable  pofi* 
tion  6f  an  oligarchy.    The  ftriking  features  of  def« 
potifm  are  vifible  in  every  variation. 

The  original  reftoratipn  is  marked  by  freedom, 
honefty,  public  intereft,  and  perfonal  convenience* 
When  the  legal  body  afiented  to  the  Unioui  lead* 
ing  members  took  advantage  of  an  expe&ed  non- 
attendance,  and  ufurped^'by  improper,  but  con* 
cealed  entries  upon  the  books,  a  language  of  lepa* 

ration. 
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ration^  trhich  did  not  confine  the  indulgences  given 
to  age  or  (lation  .to  acknowledged  confent,  but  to 
the  prefumption  of  fettled  authority  and  prefcriptive 
right.     This  attempt  was  craftily  entered  upon  and 
pradliTed  by  fome  Judges  prefuming  to  aflign  ahd 
change  chambers  without  permiflion  from  the  col- 
ledive  body  of  Barrifters  and  Attornies.    The  pre* 
fumptuous  perfidy  was  promptly  and  perfeAly  cor* 
tefted,  and  we  have  feen  the  diviflon  of  chambers 
correfpondent  to  Freedom  and  Law.     Rank  aiid  fta- 
tion  were  refpefted  by  their  junior  and  gentlemanly 
brethren,  and  the  interference  exerted  to  ftrengthea 
public  principles,   without  any  view  to  private  or 
perfonal  interefl:.     Beaten  from  the  ground  of  pub* 
lie  attack,  craft  feems  to  guide  every  future  deiign. 
—Chambers  were  neceffary  for  judicial  accommo- 
dation at  that  period ;   the  demand  for  fuch  pre- 
occupancy  was  therefore  folicited  on  a  ground  of 
national  good,  and  aflented  to  by  profef&onal  inte- 
grity,  as  an  ufeful  and  popular  meafure.      The 
whole  fyflem  feemed  guided  by  the  rules  of  an  or- 
dinary club,  in  which  a  fe^  members  merit  thanks 
in  the  outfet,  by  apparent  zele  and  attention^  but 
provoke  abhorrence  in  their  progrefs,  by  a  devia- 
tion from  the  known  principles  of  probity  or  ho- 
nor. 

When  the  chambers  were  confined  to  the  circle 
of  leading  members,  there  ,was  no  neceffity  for  any 
new  arrangement  of  general  building,  fuited  to  the 
growing  profperity  of  the  nation ;  fuch  defign  was 
even  efFeSually  obftrijfted  thereby.  Satisfied  with 
^  the 
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the  exifting  chambers,  the  adjacent  ground  feemed 
more  ddirable  as  the  file  of  houfes  in  their  refpec« 
live  families.     Thus  far  they  refcmbled  a  Corpora- 
tion,  and  continued  the  mutual  complailance  until 
the  entire  furrounding  property  was  completely  di£- 
pofed  of.     In  every  vicious  or  corrupt  nlovement  of 
this  kind,  the  exifting  Government  gave  them  fecret 
encouragement  and  aid.    To  attack  fubjeds  by  an 
hope  of  plunder,  or  awe  them  by  a  fyflera  of  ty- 
ranny, was  the  unvaried  feature  of  IriQi  politics  un- 
4er  the  detefted  race  of  Stuart.     In  profligacy  of 
this  Tort  they  were  not  exceeded  even  when  the  three 
kingdoms  yielded  to  the  tyranny  of  the  faintSj^  or 
their  a^ve  apoftle  Oliver  Cromwell. 

The  legal  body  was  never  To  funk  in  fervitude 
and  vice  as  not  to  produce  dignified  diflenters  to  a 
condderable  number.-^uch  perfons  were  objefts  of 
malignant  jealoufy  to  evil  minifters,  and  honored 
with  the  peculiar  hatred  of  their  own  falfe  brethren. 
However,  the  Society  never  dared  to  interfere  with 
the  private,  polidcal,  or  religious  conduct  of  any 
man.  The  inftance  of  Sir  John  Everard  rather 
confirms,  than  contradids  this  general  practice- 
That  able  Lawyer  had  been  a  Judge,  and  reiigned 
from  religious  fcruples,  yet  on  every  other  point 
James  refpefted  his  charafter,  and  bore  teftimony 
to  it.  He  was  admitted  on  the  re<*union  of  Irifh 
Bariifters  and  Attornies.  His  vigour  and  firmnefs 
roufed  the  vengeance  of  a  Deputy,  who  was  jufl 
able  to  influence  judicial  tools  and  pliant  placemen 
to  remove  him  from   Chambers  and  Commons. 

Profeffional 


Profeffional  rank  remained  untouched,  and  no  man 
can  doubt  that  party  venom  would  move  fo  far,  if 
the  a£l  wais  confidered  confonant  to  Practice  or  Law  ; 
for  the  arrogance  of  a  Viceroy,  who  had  been  a 
felon,  and  of  his  Cabinet,  who-  were  alternately  ty- 
rants or  flaves,  did  not  prefume  to  confider  his  rank 
as  a  Barrifter,  aflPefted  thereby :  had  that  been  the 
cafe,  with  all  their  pretenfions  to  Proteftantifm,  they 
would  adopt  one  principle  of  papal  policy,  and  re- 
new a  privilege  which  may  afford  a  plaufible  prece- 
dent for  abolifhing  it  upon  a  proper  occadon. 

At  that  period  the  praftioe  of  the  Englifli  Inns  of 
Court  would  be  immediately  reforted  to,  and  the  il- 
legal ufurpation  poflibly  lead  to  an  appeal  from  the 
enor  or  corruption  of  Irifti  practice,  to  the  wifdom 
and  integrity  of  Englifli  Judges.  A  Coke^  a  Bacon^ 
or  an  Hobart^  could,  without  much  refearch,  rival 
the  inferior  emigrants  from  their  country,  and  flat- 
ter national  pride  by  fliewing  to  their  Sovereign,  and 
all  his  fubjefts,  the  fupremacy  of  legal  learning  in 
England.  My  heft  apology  to  the  reader  for  any 
occafional  remarks  will  be  a  full  and  faithful  account 
of  the  Society's  progrefs,  equally  in  its  ftatc  of  in- 
pocent  fomnolence,  as  of  ferpentine  activity.  • 

In  1734,  we  find  Lord  George  Sackville,  then  a 
minor,  not  only  chofen  a  Member  of  the  Irifli  Par- 
liament, but  eleded  a  Bencher  of  the  King's  Inns. 
That  diilinguiihed  man  was  educated,  during  his 
'  father's  Viceroy alty,  in  the  Uuivq-fity  of  Diibliil, 
3ind  the  preceding  pofitions  flowed  from  dignity  of 

'      X  '     '       •     birth. 
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birth,  OT  paternal  ffation.  However,  if  the  damn- 
ing of  youthful  genius  anticipated  the  lettered  ft!l. 
nefs  of  maturer  life,  neither  Senate  nor  Society  are 
degraded  by  this  deviation  from  ordinary  rule. 

In  1745,  we  find  Lord  Chefterfield,  his  Secre- 
tary, and  Aids-dU'^^^P?  admitted  Members,  and  a 
new  portion  of.  flate  talent,  gentlemanly  manners^ 
and  juvenile  courage,  infufed  into  its  withered  uni- 
formity*   In  1749,  application  was  made  to  Parlia- 
ment for  an  Ad  to  fettle  the  Eing^s  Inns,  and  fuch 
pafled  in  25th  G.  IL  as  a  private  one,  whereby  the 
King^s  Iniis  was  veded  in  certain  Officers  of  the 
Court,  atfi4  their  fuccefiors,  for  the  purpofes  therein 
mentioned.    Ten  pounds  each  was  advanced  by  fe- 
veral  members  to  defray  fuch  expences ;  an  aid  ren- 
dered unneceflary  by  the  parliamentary  and  felf- 
created  taxes  of  our  day.     In  1754,  a  gratuity  is 
given  to  Mr.  Belcher,  the  Soh'dtor  of  thofe  afts,  and 
in  that  order  Chief  Baron  Bowes  is  recognifed  as 
Treafurer* 

We  alfo  finrf,  that  the  cullom  continued  of  en-  • 
Tolling  the  chief  officers  of  the  Four  Courts  Mem- 
bers or  Benchers;  for  in  Trinity  Term,  1757, 
James,  then  commonly  called  Lord  Vifcount  Xime- 
rick,  having  fucceeded  Lord  Palmerfton  as  Chief 
Remembrancer,  was  ele£ked  a  Bencher,  ais  his  pre- 
dec^£for  had  been,  though  neither  were  bred  to  the 
legal  profeffion.  Same  Term  alfo,  Barry  Maxwell, 
afterwards  Earl  of  Famham,  as  Prothonotary  of 
(h€  Common  Pleas,  became  a  Bencher.    It  is  true 

this 


tbk  nobleman  was  called  to  the  Bar,  but  no  utter 
BdrriAer,  however  eminent  for  talent  or  integrity, 
was,  ever  fince  the  feparation  of  ranks  in  the  Soci* 
ety,  defied  to  fuch  ftation. 

Old  P*Callaghan,  Malpne,  and  Fit^gibbon,  ne- 
ver met  that  co-optation,  thox)gh  miniileri^l  ofEces 
obtained  it  for  their  re^cftive  fons,  and  indeed  for 
every  man  fo  circumftanced,  even  though  he  were 
a  difgrace  to  the  Bench,  or  a  blemilh  to  the  Bar* 
On  the  nth  February,  1758,  a  Committee  was  ap- 
pcuoted.to  report  what  anfwer  fliould  be  given' to 
the  Surveyor  General,  purfuant  to  the  order  of  Go* 
vernment  of  the  12th  of  Auguft,  1757.    A  little 
previous,  to  this  time  Lord  Chancellor  Jocelyn  died, 
and  was  fucceeded  in  office  by  Chief  Baron  Bowes. 
Thus,  Lord  Hardwicke,  in  addition  to  his  perfonal 
and  family  fortune,  was  enabled  to  recommend  to 
the  Great  Seal  of  Ireland,  fucceilively,  two  friends, 
witk  whom  he  had  been  .bred  together  in  a  Special 
Pleader's  office.     The  Court  of  Exchequer  fou»d 
in  Willes  a  feeble  and  inadequate  Chief  Judge,  who 
was  but  little /aided  by  the  claflic  tafle  of  Mountney, 
or  the  lively  wit  of  Dawfbn*, 

A  iingular  political  junflure  fupplied  this  folemn 
and  extenfive  defeat  by  the  Herculean  talent  of  An- 
thony  Maloiie.  This  extraordinary  man  had  fo  uni- 
verfally  read,  and  accurately  retained,  the  whole  fyf- 
tem  of  EngUfli  Equity  and  Law,  that  its  mod  intri- 
cate principles,  or  infignificant  rules,  were  equally 
familiar  to  him.  A  natural  and  nervous  eloquence 
...  '    X  2  enforced 
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enforced  each  Gommentafry  on  this*  profound  aflem- 
bJage  with  fucBr  dignity,  fluency,  and  eafe,  that  or- 
dinary hearers  felt  fnrprife,  when  fentiments,  clal^ 
fically  delivered,  and  clearly  underftood,.  thus  flowed 
from  a  legal  code,  ignorantly  reprefented  as  defti- 
tute  of  lettered  ornament  or  hlftoric  ftrength.  Pro- 
vidence added  to  fuch  profeflional  perfection  a^  figure 
peculiarly  expreflive  of  judicial  dignity. 

WhiUt  Malone  adted  as  Chancellor  of  the  Exche-^ 
quer,  his  colleagues  nearfy  enjoyed  a  judicial  fine- 
cure,  at  lead:,  in  the  equity  line ;  and  might  be  pre^^ 
pared,  by  his  dedfions,  for  fubfequent  able  exerti- 
tions,  iflti  old  age  idlenefs  or  hebetude  had  not  for- 
bad improvement.    During  the  Pk-efidehcy  of  th£s 
great  man,  the  Government  refembled  the  King's 
Inns  Society  r  at  that  period,  neither  owed  a  JhiU 
Jingy  though  each  may  be  fubjed:  to  internal  mifma-* 
nagement  or  plunder.    Malone  is  alTo  remar^bie  for 
recommending  Ballow*s  Treatife  en  Equity^  then  al- 
nfoft  unknown,  to  profeflional  perufal  and  prelec- 
tion ;  his  piercing  eye  inftantly  appreciated  its  merit, 
as  mellowing  and  metbodiflng  the  principTes  and  pre- 
cedents which  muft  permanently  govern  the  fyftem 
of  our   Equity  Courts.     Jujiimany    Lyttletm^   or 
Blackjlme^  cannot  be  more  ufeful  to  the  Students  of 
Cvoil  or  Common  Lawy  than  Ballow  •  is  to  the  Pirac- 

licer 

♦  The  Reader  will  find  in  a  life  of  Johnfon,  (I  believe  Haw- 
kiDs's)  an  account  of  an  intended  duel  between  another  gen- 
tleman and  Mr.  Ballow.  It»  howerer^  did  not  take  place. — 
One  of  the  parties  made  a  folemn  tow,  never  to  fight  aftcf  dxo- 
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ficer  in  ibat  particular  line^  wherein  principles  are 

fortified,  and  the  judgment  fixed  without  fatigue 

tQ  the  memory ;  but  had  this  Irifhman.perufed  Mr. 

Fonblanque's    Commentary,  he  would  be  equally 

profufe  in  praiie  of  its  frofeffional  depths  and  current  I 

arrttJ^emeia.  \ 

Singleton  then  iilled  the  office  of  Mafter  of  the 
Rolls*,  had  pafled  through  the  profeilion  with  me« 
rited  fuccefs,  and  continued  fuch  excellence  of  cha- 
ra^er  in  a  judicial  ftation :  here  was  an  opportuiuty 
of  juftifying  Carter's  removal,  by  ^affimilating  the 
duty  to  Englifh  practice,  and  difpenfing  that  bleflin^ 
t^  Ireland  }  but  no  fuch  falutary  principle  influenced 
public  councils.  Thus,  when  t^e  Iriih  Mafter  of 
the  Rolls  died,  the  nation  felt  the  ufuajl  negledl  ojF  ^ 

Englifii  Adminiflration,  and  the  arrogance  of  its  de- 
puted Government.     That  high  office  was  given  to  a 

known 

2ier ;  and  the  antagonlft,  by  an  eqtial  fingularityy  had  refolved 

not  to  run  the  rifque  of  a  wound  upon  an  empty  ftomacb.     Tbw   *  • 

ufannountable  bar  prevented  an  immediate  loterview-r-common 

fcnfc  reviewed  the  caufe  of  offence,  and  poffibly  prcfcrved  to  \ 

fociety  the  ingenious  Ballow.     It  ia  matter  of  aftoniihment  how 

hi*  Treatifc  could  pafs  fo  long  without  fuitable  celebrity-r-it 

would  feem  that  literary  gratitude  did  not  diHinguifh  the  legal 

tribe^or  tbat  fubordinate  and  lucrative  prad^ice  fmothercd  the 

fenfibility  of  claific  tafte.     There  are  two  Editions  of  Ballow  in 

the  iiiiij V /»«/  Library^  printed  in  the "y ear  ^737;  they  were 

the  property  of  the  late  Judge  RoBinfonf  and  that  laborious  ^ 

Lawyer  marked  the  margin  of  each»  with  moft  of  the  illuf- 

tmive  authorities  then  extant,  from  the  Civil  or  Englilh  Books 

of  Equity.     The  Author's  furname  is  alfo  added,  for  Judge  \ 

^oymfon  had  been  a  ftudent  of  Lincoln's  InD>  and  called  to  the 

JHlhBarin  J737. 
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known  abfentee,  and  by  a  tenure  for  life,  in  defiance 
of  ah  uiirepealed  ftatute,  and  without  even  the  af« 
fumption  of  a  difpenfing  power ;  yet  in  34  Henry 
VIII.  a  non-objiante  claufe  was  infcrted  in  Sir  Tho- 
mas Cufack's  patent  for  the  £une  office, 

• 

Thus,  Tudor  feemed  to  bow  to  the  Majefty  of  IriA 
law,  according  to  his  ideas  of  prerogative ;  for  he 
acknowledged  its  perpetuity,  whilft  he  eluded  the 
operation.     Certainly  fucceeding  Sovereigns  profited 
by  that  precedent,  and  indulged  Court  favourites  in 
a  fimilar  manner.     Were  our  Conftitution  unpuri* 
fied  by  the  glorious  Revolution,  I  would  defend  its 
principles  againft  judicial  mifmterpretation,  or  mi* 
nifterial  abufe,  by  that  found  legal  aphorifm,  ju£^ 
candwn  eft  Icgibus  non  exemplisj  and  under  that  fhield 
refill  an  exifling  pradice  of  tyrannic  ufurpations. 
Yet,  illegal  patents  for  this  office  flained  the  rdgm 
of  two  humane  and  upright  Monarchs,   William  IlL 
and  George  II. — for  the  former  bottomed  his  govern, 
ment  on  an  abolition  of  the  difpenfing  power,  and 
the  latter  made  it  the  habit  of  a  long  and  glorious 
life  to  preferve  inviolate  the  laws  of  the  land. 

The  delinquent  Chancellors,  who  fealed  thefe 
grants,  had  not  tven  the  excufe  of  a  Royal  Man* 
date  (could  it  be  any)  to  palliate  the  mifdeeds ;  cor. 
rupt  miniflerial  influence  mufl  be,  therefore,  relied 
upon  for  concealment  or  impunity.  The  guilt  of 
Sir  Charles  Porter  was  great ;  but  if  official  pcijury 
can  admit  of  aggravation,  Bowes  flands  flill  more  J 
without  example  or  excufe  j  for  the  two  intervening 

Patents 
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Patents  to  Garter  and  Singleton  were  during  pleafure, 
and  ID  that  important  inftance,  correfpondent  with 
Statute  Law« 

A  little  fubfeqiient  to  this  period,  his  late  Majefly 
died,  during  whofe  reign,  as  well  as  that  of  his  fa- 
ther, Ireland  enjoyed  an  internal  tranquillity,  and 
progreflive  profperity,  unequalled  for  fix  preceding 
centuries.     This  Prince  proved  himfelf  a  worthy  fuc- 
ceflbr  to  George  L  and  his  condud  confirmed  an 
ufefiil  character  for  future  Kings^ — ^He  was  warm  in 
manner,  but  honed  in  mind — fleady  to  attachments^ 
but  placable  in  refentments. — His  zele  for  juftice 
was  guided  by  public  fpiiit,  and  tempered  with  hu- 
manity.— ^As  a  fincere  ^roteftant,  he  abhorred  perfe- 
cution ;  and  as  a  wife  Statefman,  blunted  the  venom 
of  penal  laws*    Thefe  qualities  were  felt  and  revered 
in  his    life-dme,    by  enlightened  foreigners,    and 
grateful  fubjeds.    Ood  feemed  alfo  to  recogm'ze  fuch 
tranfcendant  worth,  by  the  bleffing  of  a  long  reign, 
'and  arrefting  his  exiftence  jin  the  fullnels  of  political 
and  military  glory^ 

If  the  Reader  conceives  my  impartiality  marked 
with  too  much  freedom  in  the  preceding  Royal  re- 
view, let  him  remember,  that  1  write  under  the 
reign  of  a  King,  who  refembles  a  great  Roman  Empe- 
ror in  the  following  refpeft :  Liceret  iltis  de  malts  im- 
peratoribus  quotidie  vindicarij  et  futuros  fub  exemplo 
pramonere^  nullum  locum,  nullum  ejfe  tempus^  quo  funcf- 
tomm  principum  manes  a  pojlerorum  execrationibus  con* 
quiefcanU    Was  the  fpirit  of  legal  or  hiftorical  com- 

pilation 


■^ «.   / 


a 


312  HISTORY  OF  THK 

piladon  to  bend  under  an  oppofite  apprehenfion,  in** 
famy  muft  mark  the  Author,  and  thb  juft  fatyr  af- 
feft  the  reigning  Prince :  Cuni  de  malo  prlncipe  /^ 
teri  tacenty  mamfefium  ejl  eadem  facer e  prafentem. 

The  fun  of  EngUfli  freedoni  extended  its  fliadov 
*  to  this  aflliftcd  land  ;  we  were  not  blefled  with,  the 
fubftance.  Our  Common  Law  rights  were  acknow- 
ledged— they  refted  however  in  Law  books,  unpu- 
rifi€d  from  the  political  vices  which  led  to  the  Revo- 
lution. No  added  penafries  enforced  the  prompt  and 
vigorous  execution  of  that  great  remedial  Writ,  the 
Habeas  Corpus^  which,  like  a  meflenger  from  God^  . 
pierces  the  dungeon's  folitary  gloom,  and  by  enlarge- 
ment or  trial,  cleanfes  it  from  every  crime.  It  is 
true,  we  had  it  at  Common  Law,  but  fubjeft  to  all 
the  delays  of  fucceflive  returns,  which  were  upheld 
even  in  England  to  the  reign  of  Charles  IL  whilfi 
corrupt    and    unfeeling  Judges  in  each  'kingdom 

ft  

adopted  a  different  rule  in  the  Writ  of  Replevin ; 
.^  thus,  giving  a  fpeedy   releafe  to  prifoners  of  the 

^  brute  creation,  which  was  craftily  delayed  in  the  cafe 
of  their  fellow-fubjefts. 

Irifli  Judges  were  alfo  removable  at  the  will  of  the 
Crown.  Men  of  refleclion  faw,  with  pain,  that 
whilft  fimilar  perfons  in  England  were  fecured,  even 
in .  cafe  of  a  royal  demife,  no  improvement  was  ex- 
tended to  Ireland.  I  do  not  at  prefent  move  deeper 
in  the  difcuflion  than  what  properly  refers  to  an 
hiftorical  progrefs  of  the  King's  Inns  and  its  M^- 
bers.  -^.         '     ■    •  -        } 

Legal 
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Legal  variations  have,  however,  a  natural  fenden« 
cy  to  explain  Irifh  fituation  and  character,  and  above 
ally  the  views  or  defigns  of  Englifli  Minifters  in  their 
government  of  this  country.  As  the  change  of  fta« 
tion  from  Attorney  to  Barrijier  has  been  fo  frequent 
in  our  time,  both  in  England  and  Ireland^  it  mud  be 
proper  to  mark  its  rife  in  this  kingdom.  I  can  a^ 
certain,  by  an  attentive  perufal  of  King's  Inns 
entries,  that  it  commenced  in  the  reign  of  George 
II.  and  in  the  perfons  of  two  Limerick  men,  Mathew 
M^Namara  and  Thomas  MaunfelU  Thefe  Attornies 
fhook  off  that  profeffion,  and  became  Barrifters.  The 
former  was  a  man  of  great  talents,  and  moll  amiable 
maimers,  but  long  precluded,  by  ill  health,  from 
attending  the  Four^Courts.  The  latter  added  to  pub- 
lic and  popular  purfuit,  the  fecondary  line  of  Bar- 
rift  erial  profit,  a  feat  in  Parliament^  whereby  he  ob- 
tained a  filk  gown,  moved  on  Circoit  as  an  affociate ' 
Judge,  and  finally  died  in  poffeffion  of  ^  new  created 
legal  ofiice.*  Similar  changes  were  more  frequent 
in  fubfequent  time,  and  ended  in  the  promotion  of 
many  fuch  perfons  to  high  and  lucrative  legal  fta- 
dons.     Thus,   at  the  time  of  obtaining  the  i\ew 

Charter 

•  I  heard  the  late  Lord  Clonmcll  boaft,  that- this  new  place 
was  carved  out  for  him.  Columbus  could  not  be  more  vain  of 
ha^ngy  by  judgment -and  enterprifc,  doubled  the  terreftrial 
globe— Harvey,  of  protedli'ng  human  exiftcnce  by  a  difcovery 
of  the  circulation  of  the  blood — or  Newton,  of  balancing  Na- 
ture upon  a  fcale  of  original  genius,  and  experimental  philofo- 
phy,  than  this  modefi^  unajfummg  La^u^jcr  fccmed  to  enjoy,  by 
fixing  primitive  courtly  rank  in  a  Ration  which  was  dircAed  te 
per/bnal  fcrvitudoj  and  created  by  parliamentary  corruption. 
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Charter  in  i/pSf  three  Judges  and'one  Serjeant  had 
been  Attornieft.  We  can  alfo  judge  of  its  extent 
and  fuccefs  in  a  neighbouring  kingdom,  by  Lord 
RedefdaWi  original  Jituaiioriy  who  was  removed  to 
this  country,  after  having  held  higher  offices  in 
England  than  any  imported  legal  placeman  ever  en- 
joyed. 

Almofl  immediately  after  his  Majefty's  acceffion, 
but  with  a  fufficient  interval  to  borrow  advice  from 
the  Englifh  Cabinet,  on^the  27th  of  November, 
1760,  the  following  Order  appears :  '^  That  a  Com^ 
mittee  report  what  anfwer  fliould  be  given  to  Mr. 
John  Monifon,  Crown  Solicitor,  and  to  prepare  a 
•draft  of  a  proper  leafe  to  his  Majefty,"     This  confc- 
crates  the  Society's  right  to  the  ground  now  occupied 
by  the  public  offices  and  Four-courts,  and  entitules 
the  Body  to  full  compenfation  for  that  property 
from  the  perio4  when  jt  wa^  converted  to  tbofe  great 
national  uTes^ 

Could  I,  for  a  moment,  forget  my  (Ituadon  or 
duty  as  a  fubjed,  and  confider  his  Majeily  as  a  pri# 
vate  man,  it  mufl:  be  from  motives  of  reverence  and 
efteem  for  the  continual  and  unfuUied  perfonal  vir* 
tues  which  have  marked  his  progrefs  through  life. 
Let  me  then  prefume,  that  he  would  fpurn  from  his 
prefence  and  councils  any  evil  advifer,  who  may 
fuggeft  diftance  of  time  as  a  reafon  to  deny  juftice 
or  right.  The  fite  of  the  King's  Inns  has  been, 
however,  conceded  to  his  Royal  political  chara£ter, 
and  difpofed  of  with  correfpondent  integrity.    From 

the 


-.-> 


KING*S    INNS*  ^ij, 


O 


the  public  purfe,  therefore,  compenfation  fliould 
ariie,  and  as  the  joint  eye  of  Government  and  Par- 
liament  will  fuperintend  its  expenditure,  there  can 
be  no  doubt  o{  correAnefs  and  frugality  in  the  com^ 
pletion  of  any  approved  plan* 

The  Reader  muft  be  curious  to  know  what  honors 
or  emoluments  accompanied  or  followed  Malone's 
unrivalled  fame,  efpecially  as  titles  and  collateral 
places,  or  reverfions,  have  attached  in  moder;i  times 
to  doubtful  talents  and  tainted  charaAer.     That 
great  man  was  difmiifed  from  the  exercife  of  judi« 
cial  duty  for  parliamentary  integrity.     The  rapacious 
Secretary  was  for  a  moment  awed,  and  did  not  im- 
mediately inveft  himfelf  with  the  office.     But  a  fuf- 
ficient  infult  was  offered  to  this  degraded  country  by 
the  intervening  fucceflbr  :  he  was  a  fuperannuated 
Judge,  who  had  nothing  legal  about  him  but  the 
name.     The  Exchequer  Bench  was  not  curfed  with 
his  attendance  i  its  legal  management  was  left  to  the 
guidance  of  another  Englifhman  of  equal  imbeci- 
lity, but  whom  Truth  records  to  be  deftitute  of  that 
judicial  prefumption,    which  unmerited  elevation^^ 
and  confirmed. ignorance,  fo  generally  affumes.  ITie 
xninifterial  fcenery  was,  however,  exhibited  at  the 
clofe  of  the  parliamentary  campaign;  the  new  Chan- 
cellor penfioncd,   and    the  Secretary's  retreat  re- 
warded by  the  judicial  appointment,  rendered  as  per^ 
manent  as  an  illegal  patent  for  life  coiild  make  it. 

Thus,  the  clofe  of  one  reign,  and  the  dawn  of  ano- 
ther, was  tarnilhed  by  minifteriai  rapine  extended 
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jto  the  Four  Courts,  and  which  dared  to  divert  two 
great  Common  Law  OflBcers  from  their  original  ia- 
fiitution  and  end.  Legal  hiftory  in  England  fur- 
nifbes  no  fimilar  precedent',  but  deviations  from  JuC- 
tice  or  Law  afe  familiar  to  Irifli  readers,  and  wili ' 
confecrate  juridical  mifchief,  except  the  ConftitutioQ 
and  Country  be  defended  by  legal  maxims  and  ap- 
propriate comments. 

A  Dcputyunder  Queen  Elifabeth  complains,  iJiat 
one  man  filled  the  feveral  offices  of  Mafler  of  the 
Rolls,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  Chief 
Baron ;  he  does  not,  however,  add,  whether  a  zele  * 
for  puUic  juftice,  or  an  intended  provifion  for  two 
neceffitous  minions,  directed  his  pen.  We  are  alfo 
toldy  that  the  other  Judges  were  feeble.  The  rea- 
der may  adopt  his  concluTion  as  to  the  /ad  beiBg 
warranted  by  truth,  or  merely  a  fcreen  for  the  m- 
creafe  of  patronage.— -The  conclufion  muft  furprife 
fuch  perfons  as  are  fatisfied  with  cotemporary,  legal, 
or  hifloric  compilations.  We  are  gravely  told,  that 
for  the  preceding  reafons  the  Deputy  was  peftered 
.with  caufes,  from  which  I  will  anfwer  for  it  there 
were  few  Writs  of  Error  or  Appeal.  No  miniver 
or  fur  conveyed  fuch  a  femblance  of  recondite  fajx- 
cnce  and  judicial  integrity  to  the  anxious  fuitor  as 
the  official  fringe  of  Caflle  Chamber  difcipline  an4 
martial  law. 

Jn  1761,  Sir  Richard  Afton  was  appointed  Chief 
JufKce  of  the  Common  Pleas,  which  had  been  (it 
fccms)  declined  by  the  Vinerian  ProfeflTor.    Abcrtit 
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this  dme  a  Royal  Profeflbrlfaip  of  Common,  or  Feu- 
dal Law,  was  eftablilhed  by  his  Majefty  in  the  Uni- 
verfity  of  Dublin.  I  mention  the  circumftance  to  fhew 
our  Sovereign's  unwearied  and  paternal  care  for  the 
inhabitants  of  this  kingdom.  Nor  was  the  foundation 
kflened  by  its  new  Profeffor:  That  learned  fenai- 
nary,  ever  fertile  in  honeft  and  accompliflied  Fel- 
lows, eleded  to  the  important  duty  Francis  Stough- 
ton  Sullivan.  As  the  general  line  was  pre-occupied 
by  the  labours  of  Blackftone,  he  varied,  his  efforts, 
and  explained  the  feudal  fyftem  of  England  with 
cla/Iic  tafte  and  legal  judgment.  An  untimely  death 
difabled  Government  from  the  crefUt  of  fixing  him 
in  a  fimilar  fituation  with  the  Oxford  Commentator^ 
and  fruftrated  an  honeft  defign  of  giving  to  the  world 
a  general  hiftory  of  this  infulted  ifland  and  its  flan- 
dered  inhabitants. 

The  labours  of  a  Livy  or  a  Tacitus  would  imper- 
fe£tly  pourtray  Roman  greatnefs,  if  legal  fludy  had 
not  formed  their  growing  talents.  As  perfonal  con« 
duft  mud  always,  and  political  principles  occafion- 
ally,  be  referred  for  excufe  or  applaufe  to  an  apti* 
tude  with  the  legal  fyftem,  the  reviewer  of  national 
fcenes  fhould  be  an  adept  in  fuch  fcience,  or  the  pro* 
jeded  work  mud  add  to  the  pofTible  influence  of 
party  and  felf-interefl,  effufions  of  inaccuracy  and  ig- 
norance* 

-  Sir  Richard  did  not  retire  with  cpmpofure  from 
this  country.  Grand  Juries  and  private  Magiilratej^ 
had  frequent  difputes  with  him. on  different  circuits. 

'  -  Jufticc 


3l8  HISTORY  OF  tHE 

Juftice  however,  warrants  me  to  affirm,  according  U 
authentic  report^  that  in  all  fuch  inftances  the  Judge 
was  right,  and  though  his  manner  may  be  rude  axid 
difgufting,  that  the  preceding  attacks  appear  to  flow 
from  party  prefumptim^  legal  igfwrancei  or  prwinckd 
corruption.    Parliament  was  not  reforted  to,  yet  Sir 
Richard's  fituation  became  difagveeable  \  he  there* 
fore  folicited  a  removal  to  Weftminfter,  which  was 
cflTeAed  in  the  year  1765.    There  indeed  he  prac* 
ticed  a  condud,  and  was  detected  in  a  trania£tion  al« 
mod  equally  profligate. 

On  a  Motion  relative  to  a  Libel  in  the  Court  of 
King's  Bench,  a  Banifter  zealoufly,  but  im{Mii- 
dently,  made  an  affidavit,  that  he  believed  it  to  be  n§ 
libel.  This  J  being  matter  of  opinion^  pafled  unnoticed 
and  uncenfured  by  Mansfield  or  his  other  brethren  $ 
but  Aflon's  forward  and  corrupt  malignity  embol* 
dened  him  to  declare,  "  that  he  would  not  believe 
fuch  a  man^s  oath/'  The  ruffian  was  proteded 
from  perfonal  refentmenty  affioriy  or  indiSmentj  by 
official  fituation ;  however,  that  fiiield  covered  him 
with  added  infamy.  The  Barrifter,  though  defti- 
tute  of  the  preceding  privileges,  watched  the 
Judge's  fecret  movements,  and  fUccefsfiilly  detefted 
Afton  in  a  fale  of  lottery  ticketSj  prefumed  to  be  re* 
ceived  as  the  wages  of  judicial  proftilution  in  the 
memorable  trials  about  Wilkes  and  Junius.  This 
internal  evidence  of  guilt  was  proclaimed  by  a  man-- 
ly  pamphlet,  and  believed  by  every  reader*  Pru- 
dence awed  the  legale  but  valorous  knigbtj  into  fi- 
lence,  and  juftly  exhibits  l^im  to  pofterity  as  2sl 
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^ia/  iyranty  and  carn^  y^g^»  Thus,  at  the  dif* 
tance  of  a  century,  two  EngUflmien  of  the  famo 
name  ftain  the  King's  Inns  Roll,  and  merit  the 
contempt  or  deteftatioa  of  the  legal  tribe  in  both 
kingdoms. 

*^  On  the  29th  of  June,  1762,  a  Committee  of 
the  Judges  recommend  to  reprint,  in  the  intended 
new  £dition,  all  public^  afts  which  have  been  print- 
ed, and  to  attend  with  becoming  care  the  correct 
tions  of  the  prefs."  Thefe  obvious  principles  exceed 
not  the  ordinary  care  of  Printers,  but  it  is  a  mat- 
ter of  ferious  furprife,  that  the  refearch  and  advice 
did  not  equal  the  important  fubjed,  which  alfo  re- 
quired particular  care  in  Ireland ;  for  in  Sydney^a 
Edition  therp  was  a  ftudied  feledbn,  and  not  an  im- 
partial or  general   publication.      The  fucceeding 
Editor,  Sir  Richard  Bolton,  avows  that  fad,   and 
adopts  an  imitation.     But  even  monkiih  annals  and 
party  chronicles  record  Statutes  not  yet  authenti- 
cated by  State  authority,  of  which  the  Parliament 
Rolls  are  deftroyed,  and  whofe  copies  only  exift  in 
the  fifter  kingdom.     With  evidence  thus  folemn, 
fmgular,  and  aifeAing,  judicial  indolence  could  not 
be  roufed  to  becoming  refearch.     The  temple  of 
Jrifh  legiflation  ftiil  continues  prophaned  by  falfe  or 
imperfeft  records,  and  its  degraded  page  proclaims 
the  national  fcandal. 

To  the  juft  grief  with  which  a  patient  perufal 
of  Irifh  Hiftory  muft  affcft  every  native,  added  me- 
Jancholy  envelopes  the  legal  Student.     In  the  £ng. 
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Iifh  Code  he  dtfcovers  the  theoretic  perfeftion^of  htt« 
man  fodety,  and  afcertdns  by  its  pradice  the  pro* 
mifed  blefling ;  vhilft  the  abufe  or  mifinterpreta^ 
tion  of  Irifli  Law  has  engendered  in  this  hapleis  ifle 
religious  zele  bojtile  to  morality^  political  power  alien  ta 
patriotifmy  and  judicial  deciftom  anomalous  toju/iice  or 
bunumity. 

This  boundlefs  exercife  of  vice  has  eyen  tended 
to  drcumfcribe  human  genius,^  and  fetter  its  aOiYe 
talents.  Senates  and  legal  councils  have  been  there* 
by  habituated  to  fettled  fubfervience  or  humble  imi- 
tation,  whilit  the  great  principles  of  national  poHcj 
have  been  held  obje&s  beyond  their  authcmty  or 
care.  We  find  on  the  27th  of  November,  1762, 
^  the  old  Conmiittee  enlarged  to  review  the  pro- 
ceeding relative  to  the  building  public  offices,  and 
what  is  proper  to  be  done  in  them/'  On  the  third 
of  July,  1 770,  "  we  find  that  old  Committee  em^ 
ployed  touching  the  building  a  Repofitory  for  the 
public  Records  on  the  fite  of  the  King's  Inns.^'  Oa 
•the  twenty-third  of  June,  1771,  that  Body  reports 
to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  the  opinion  of  this  Society^ 
^^  That  fuch  Repofitory  is  much  wanted,  and  ofier 
the  ground  of  the  King^s  Inns  as  an  appropriate  fitu- 
ation  for  the  fame.*' 

The  unfading  fcenery  of  Shakefpear  was  fdgned, 
formed,  and  finiihed,  in  a  fhorter  period  than  the 
plan  of  thefe  Buildings  could  be  created  or  con- 
firmed, fo  fuperior  is  the  vivid  genius  of  an  indivi- 
dual to  the  protraded  dulnels  of  a  numerous  bodj 
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Xivhen  unillured  by  intereft  or  ambition.  Marquid 
Townfliend  retired  from  the  Government  of  Ireland 
in  1772.  The  Society  in  January  1773,  authorifed 
their  Tredurer  to  return  thanks  to  the  new  Lord  Lieu* 
tenant  for  his  early  attention  to  erefting  offices  for  the 
reception  of  public  records  in  this  kin^dom,^  and  to 
affure  his  Excellency  of  the  hearty  concurrence  of 
this  Society  in  an  objeft  of  fuch  great  national  con- 
fequence,  fo  long  wanted^  and  fo  univerfdily  defired^ 
In  this  manner  Irifh  improvements  take  place ; 
irrefolution  and  tardinefs  mark  the  outfet,  party 
jobs  or  perfonal  intereft  attend  the  progrefe,  and 
improper  variations,  or  a  d^feftive  plan,  crowns  the 
conclufioft.  The  charafter  of  the  country  was,  in 
the  preceding  inftance,  involved  with  its  neareft  and 
moft  permanent  rights^ 

For  all  govemmcilts,  ancierit  or  ifloderrf,  apply  a 
fuitable  attention,' in  proportion  to  the  progrefs  of 
civUifation,  to  piibhc  muniments  and  records.  The 
ruinous  political  fyftem  of  Ireland  fubjefted  it  to 
periodical  convulfions,  and  prevented  an  improve- 
ment correfpondeht  with  the  fifter  ifle*  Thi^t  de- 
fect did  not  efcape  thd  piercing  eye  of  Sydney  and 
Strafford,  nor  even  the  romantic  genius  of  ill-fated 
Eflex.  Thefe  illdftrioiis  Viceroys  ftrongJy  recom* 
mended  the  meafure,  and  were  only  prevented  by 
removal  or  misfortune  from  effeftuating  that  great 
defign.  Even  Cromwellian  ufurpers  refpeded  the 
principle,  and  avowed  a  fimilar  intent*  The  reigns 
of  Charles  11.  and  James  IL  were  too  much  occupied 
in  temporary  plunder,  or  profpeclive  tyi:anny,  for 
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foch  an  enlarged  and  difinteteftsd  view,  it  h^  how- 
ever, furprifing  that  the  revolution  did  not  enforce 
more  conftitutional  principles  and  wifisr  maxims  of 
policy.  After  a  hpfe  of  forty  years  Parliament 
ddgned  to  notice  the  fituatioa  whid»  perfonal  and 
mttional  evidences  lay. 

A  Conmisttee  was  ap^mted  by  the  Honfe  of 
Lords,  whofe  report  warranted  an  aismn,  which  in 
Britain  would  deeply  2Sk&  aU  its  inhahhants,  but 
neither  novelty  nor  unportaace  made  a  proper  iai< 
preffion  upon  the  Iriih  nation,  or  either  branch  of 
its  legiflature^  Yet  in  this  country  how  fmaUf  a  por- 
tion of  prefcriptive  property  or  rights  can  be  claim- 
ed j^  its  landed  fettlement  has  been  alfo  equally  fiiook 
by  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown,  as  by  rq)eated 
civil  wars.  A  confiderable  portion  of  perfonal  ac- 
quifition  is  confidered  a  legal  lien  upon  land  from 
the  reftri^on  of  commercial  purfuits  by  a  befotted 
fyftem  of  legiflation,  the  blended  ofi^ring  of  in- 
ternal corruption  and  external  tyranny. 

Did  the  preceding  powerful  eireumftances  give 
promptitude  and  effed  to  this  neceilary  bufmefsi! 
Half  a  century  intervened  before  any  fuch  were 
built,  and  even  fome  remain  ftiH  in  an  unfiniihed 
ftate.  No  fatisfadory  account  has  been  given  whethev 
thefe  buildings  are  as  well  calculated  to  preferve  as 
to  contain  records.  The  fituation  is  extremely  low, 
clofe  to  the  river,  and  certainly  fobjeift  to  gradusi 
injury  from  high  floods,  if  not  to  the  immediate  im- 
preflion.    However,  other  repofitories,  not  dn-ediy 

connefted 


».. 


king's  inns.  3^3 

conqe^ed  with  the  Four  Courts,  have  bpen  ftegleaed, 
both  in  the  capital  and  through  the  kingdom.  The 
Prerogative  OfHce,  for  inftance,  is  at  this  moment 
kept  in  an  old  wainfcotted  houfe,  belonging  to  the  late 
Primate  Robinfon,  The  Re^er  is  not  anfwerable 
for  this  danger;  it  is  even  to  him  an  added  expence ; 
but  the  nation  and  empire  axe  deeply  interefted  in  the 
awful  event  of  an  accidental  fire  j  a  cinder  wench 
may  even  unknowingly  confume  piateri^ls  of  iqcaU 
culable  value,  and  exceed  in  nieljincholy  remem- 
brance the  vicious  vanity  of  a  Delphic  incendiary* 

In  what  manner  could  Courts  of  Juftice  or  Par^ 
liament  remedy  and  adjuft  the  feveral  rights  of  heir? 
at  law,  and  devifees  ?  In  fuqh  ^  cafe  no  integrity  or 
talent  could  enable  a  Judge  or  Senator  to  make  an 
unalterable  decifion  with  a  mind  perfectly  at  ^afe* 
Local  teftamentary  jurifdiftions,  and  county  Crqwq 
offices  are  liable  to  fimilar  mifchief.  Thus,  the 
rights  of  property  or  precedents  of  public  juftic? 
are  rendered  equally  infecure,  and  roya}  hereditary 
revenue,  with  popular  prote£tion,  buried  in  a  com- 
mon grave.  Has  any  parliamentary  care  been  taken 
of  thofe  important  objefts  ?  Yet  in  what  manner 
could  loyalty  or  public  fpirit  be  more  ufefully  em- 
ployed  ? 

National  muniments  are  to  an  honed  Governv 
tnent,  what  faipily  evidences  appear  to  dignified  in- 
dividuals. The  prefervation  of  each  fuftains  perfor 
nal  honor,  and  public  pride  j  allegiance  and  protec- 
tion are  thereby  rendered  more  refpe6la][>le  and  reci- 
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procal,  and  the  union  of  both  countries  ufeful  and 
indiflbluble.  A  concife  and  obvious  remedy  offers 
itfelf  for  this  defirable  objeft.  Let  buildings  be 
planned  impervious  to  fire,  and  calculated  with  all 
poffible  care  for  the  lading  prefervation  of  records- 
Meantime  fuch  Irifli  documents  as  relate  to  Govern- 
ment and  private  property,  but  which  are  kept  in 
Britifh  archives,  fliould  be  infpefted  by  a  competent 
perfon  or  perfons,  and  correft  copies  or  abftrafts 
Brought  to  this  country. 

Britifh  wifdom  lately  adopted,  under  a  lefs  argent 
neceffity,  a  laborious  and  extenfive  fcheme,  direfted 
to  this  imperial  benefiu  Irifli  Government  ftiould  fol- 
low, where  it  cannot  originate  a  patriot  plan,  and 
balance  other  doubtful  deeds  by  adlive  zele  in  fup- 
port  of  ar  meafure  unconnefted  with  party,  and  cer- 
tain of  undifputed  applaufe.  An  attentive  perufal 
of  the  elaborate  Englilh  compilation  animated  me 
to  addrefs  Mr.  Abhof^  then  Minijler  of  this  covntry, 
upon  the  fubjeft.  His  approbation,  and  that  of 
every  leading  fenator  or  judicial  character,  (with 
whom  I  converfed)  may  fatisfy  perfonal  feelings,  but 
an  effort  dictated  by  difmterefted  public  duty,  can 
only  be  fatisfied  in  complete  fuccefs. 

I  therefore  form  an  humble  hope  that  Irilh  fena- 
tors  will  aflfume  becoming  credit  by  calling  for  a 
Committee,  whofe  labours  fliall  be  direfted  to  a 
fmiilar  end.  Great  Britain  will  thus  fee,  that  an 
Hibernian  claim  to  fixed  freedom  and  equal  law  ij 
bottomed  on  deep,  folid,  and  ancieAt  foundations, 
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find  not  more  upheld  \ff  natural  reafon,  than  itatu- 
table  fkengthy  and  unmemorial  records.* 
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•  It  18  my  fixed  opinion^  that  the  internal  cpnviflfions  of  Ire- 
land, and  Its  degraded  external  portion,  may  be  aCcribed  to 
a  concealment,  mutilation,  or  deftruftion  of  legal  and  confti- 
tutional  evidences.     Such  alfo  was  the  fentirocnt   of  the  late 
Burton  Conyngham,  who  wifhed  to  have  the  Hecords  of  Ireland 
explored,    authenticated,    and    explained,^  after  ike  manner  rf 
Rymer^  and  at  the  public  experux.     Government  even  counte- 
nanced the  meafure,  whilft  it  was  direded  to  provide  for  an 
Engli/hman  ntd  bred  to  the  Latv^  yet  poflibly  a  great  maflor  of 
ancient  and  modem  learnings  but  radically  ignorant  of  the  Ir'tjb 
fsnguagCy  as  a  dead  or  riving  tongue,  and  therefore  a  ftranger  to 
the  minute  habits  or  prejudices  of  the  Irifli  name  and  nation. 
That  gentleman  was  fixed  in  a  more  eafy  and  affluent  Hcuation ; 
then  my  intercourfe  with  Mr.  Conyngham  commenced,  but  his 
influence  was  put  down  by  the  following  accident,  and  our  joint 
efforts  blafted  during  the  official  exiflence  of  Earls  Clonmell  and 
Clare.     On  hearing  my  name,  the  letters  of  William  Rujell  on 
Retlly^t  cafe  were  rccdlefted.     (Thefe  are  the  words  of  Conyng^ 
/^/mh. J— The  noblemen  then  jointly  faid,  that  I  woaJd  (Invc  to 
fix  the  Irifh  Conilitution  on  as  firm  a  foundation  (nor  were 
they  miflaken  )^  as  the  Englifh.     The  Union  has  pift  an  end  to 
the  fuccefsful  effe^  of  fuch  filly,  malignant  jargon,  and  the 
circumdance  is  merely  mentioned  to  (hew  my  early  and  conti- 
nued habk.     But  had  Mr.  Conyngham  fcen  the  labours  of  a 
Britiih  Parliament,  it  would  cncreafe  his  chagrin  at  the  fomno- 
knce  of  Iriih  Senators.     Many  trails  lie  ^y  me  ;  I  will,  howe* 
ver,  publiHi  one  relative  to  the  Irifh  Parliament  ;    the  printed 
Journals  rife  no  higher  than  James  I.  but  Sufex's  and  Perrott^t 
have  been  extradled  from  the  Rolls ;  thefe  fliall  be  given  with 
{ome  Remembrances,  which  may  illuftrate  national  or  family 
anecdotes,  and  explain  the  origin  or  elfe^l  of  fevcral  legal 
abufes.    This  extent  of  obfervation  is  promifed  with  an  ac- 
count 
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The  laborious  Prynne  autljehticates  our  Conftittt«r 
don  even  by  parmi  efforts  to  circumfcribe  or  fub- 
vert  it.  Where  fo  much  was  extrafled  by  impTopcT 
seky  what  may  not  be  effe^ed  by  fair  and  enlight- 
ened refearch  ?  Is  not  this  the  aufpicious  moment, 
when  fimilar  laws^  and  national  rights  equally  ac- 
knowledged, form  the  governing  principle  of  both 
countries  ?  Did  not  the  father  of  Lord  Grehville 
add  a  new  wreath  to  his  minifterial  fame,  by  order- 
ing  the  (late  documents  in  the  Englifh  paper  ^a  to 
be  arranged  and  preferved  ? 

What  honors  ought  not  then  await  that  Minifter 
or  Irifb  Viceroy  who  would  adopt  and  encourage  a 
fimilar  plan  ?  Inftead  of  incumbering  my  page  with 
quotation,  or  darkening  a  poiilt,  clear  in  itfelf,  by 
lengthened  and  hiborious  argument,  let  the  reader 
perufe  Mr.  Collier's  EJfay  on  the  Law  of  Patents } 
the  Index  to  the  National  Reports  ;  and  the  Calendar 
of  ancient  Charters.     If  modern  ingenuity  fails  to 
awake  a  proper  fenfe  of  patriotifm,  antiquity  prefents 
the  enlightened  pages  of  Bacon^  Coke^  and  Doddridge; 
and  foreign  countries,  a   Du  Cange,   Montefquicu^ 
Guianone,  and  Montfaucon.  Should  this  mafs  of  con- 
curring evidence  not  roufe  to  a  fupport  of  thepropofed 
benefit,   one  appeal  Hill  remains  :  let  Irifli  Senators 

teview 

count  of  difcontinucd  boroughs  before  and  at  the  Union,  and  to 
ivhat  perfons  in  the  latter  cafe  compenfatlon  was  given.  Such 
venerable  memorials  ought  not  to  meU  into  oblivion,  but  be 
held  lip  to  the  nation  in  a  full  and  divcrfificd  point  oF  view. 


!view  oitr  r^pofrtories  for  national  and  perfonal  evi- 
dences, or  reflect  how  many  hitk  documents  ought 
to  be  copied  from  Engtifli  archives^  and  transferred 
hither ;  they  will  thus  clearly  fee,  what  an  advan- 
tage muftreTidt  from  impron^  the  oike,  and  fecur- 
fiig  the  other.  This  is  no  d^rdfive  matter,  hat  a 
proper  engraftm^nt  upon  a  kgal  jcmnpilatian  ;  for  as 
Liberty  cannot  fubfift  without  Law,  fo  Law  cannot  be 
permanent,  or  completely  fecure  perfonal  or  landed 
property,  without  the  aid  and  Hluftration  of  public 
^Records. 

On  the  3d  of  June,  1763,   ^*  The  Ring's  Inns 

Conuoiittee  are  ordered  to  report  what  bmldings  are 

necefiary  for  the  ufe  of  this  Society,  and  the  expence 

^lereof,   and  rq)ort  their  opinion  thereon  to  the 

Board/^    It  does  not  aj^ar  whether  the  Committee 

ever  performed  this  duty.    Much  ufdeis  escpence 

has,  however,  been  incurred  by  a  departure  from 

the  preceding  plan,  and  what  is  ftiU  more  grievous^ 

a  iituation  has  been  feledted  fo  remote  from  the 

courts  ahd  public  offices,  as  not  to  anfwer  the  pur- 

pofes  of  piibiic  jpolicy  or  profeffional  convenience, 

even  though  the  ground  were  their  original  eftatc, 

or  the  fite  {as  in  ancient  time)  beftowed  by  a  pubUc 

fpirited  individual.     Bound  as  I  am,  to  convey  cen- 

fure  or  approbation  on  meafures  and  perfons  with 

firmnefs  and  impartiality,  a  fufEcient  excufe  offers 

for   the    Committee^    for    not    making   an ;  im^ 

mediate  report.    They  could  not  forefee  how  much 

of  the  ground  would  be  required  for  the  "Four 

Courts  J 
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Courts ;  faow.&r  fropi  the  river  they  would  be  built; 
or  the  extent  of  area ;  (UU  lefs  the  variety  pr  fcale 
jupon  which  pub|ic  oiBces  mull  be  i^efted. 

Shortly  fubfequent  thereto,  a  new  Chief  Juftice 
for  the  Common  Pleas  was  fent  from  England,  who, 
by  authentic  report,  was  as  great  an  original  as  ever 
iifued  from  a  legal  cell.     Heaven  help  poor  Ireland 
if  the  Great  Seal  were  committed  to  him,  or  its  Par- 
Jiament  and  Peerage  guided  by  fuch  a  character! 
The  refources  of  trade  and  manufafture,   fin9Jh 
cial,  geographic,  hiftoricj  naval,  and  military  fitu- 
ation  were  to  him  alike  unknown.     He  was,  howe- 
ver, a  tolerably  ikilful  Common  Icawyer,   and  ^ 
blunt,  honeft,  imdefigning  man — ^but  it  would  be  a 
libel  upon  truth  to  call  him  a  ftate&nan.    The  rea- 
der will  excufe  two  anecdotes  illuftrative  of  that  cha- 
rader :  Having  taken  a  houfe,  and  dined  with  moft 
of  his  brethren,  he  was  much  furprifed  at  bis  ad- 
miffion  to  Chambers,  and  inftan^ly  told  the  attend^r 
ing  Members,  that  as  he  was  a  bachelor,  his  houfc 
fliould  be  immediately  difpofed  of,  for  the  Chambers 
were  even  more  agreeable,  to  him;  nor  was  his  dif- 
appointment  inconiiderable,    when  convinced  that 
fuch  accommodation  exifted  oply  by  King's  Ion$ 
intendment  and  Iri(h  fi^ion  of  Law< 

On  the  death  of  Lord  Bowes  the  Great  Seal  was 
committed  to  perfons  who  were  not  profeffional 
men ;  Coiirt  duty  was  therefore  performed  alter- 
nately by  the  Jud^eSt  In  his  turn,  having  com- 
pjetely  difpofed  of  all  interlocutories,  and  motions 

which 
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avhlcfa  were  oflSered,  he  gravely  rofc,  and  hppe4 
lliar  the  auditory  were  pleaCbd  with  his  mode  of  do* 
ing  bufinefs  ;  adding,  Jf  the  choice  (hould  fall  iipoa 
xn^9  doo't  you  thi/ik,  gentlemen,  th^t  I  will  make 
a  good  Chancellor  ?  The  jiovelty  of  this  afFefting 
addrefs  provoked  a  fmile  from  veteraps,  but  juniors 
received  it  with  a  tempefl:  of  applaufe,  whilft  the 
Author,  unccnfcious  of  its  fmgularity,  retired  like 
a  Roman  aftor,  having  proclaimed^  "  vos  plaudite^ 
mquam**^ 

He  was  the  laft  EngUibman  who  filled  the  ftation 
of  a.  Common  I-aw  Judge  in  this  country,  (favc  the 
late  Judge  Hewitt)  and  retired  in  177Q;  whereas 
bis  predeceflbr  was  removed  into  the  ftation  of  a 
paufiie  Judge  in  the  £nglilh  Court  of  King's  Bench 
SKTithout  any  penfioo*  Iriih  falaries  would,  bower 
vcr,  render  fuch  an  exchange  in  our  time  a  pecu- 
niary bfs ;  though  fiinilar  removals  had  been  the 
conftant  u.fage  between  both  countries  from  ^he 
reign  of  James  I.  The  next  event  conqefted  with  the 
King's  Inns  was  the  death  of  its  aged  Treafurer,  thp 
Lord  Chancellor,  in  Jufy^  1767.  The  Great  SeaJ 
was  granted  in  Commiflion,  and  fo  held  until  the  arr 
rival  of  his  fucceffor  in  January,  1768. 

On  the  19th  of  February,  1768,  the  Bencher* 
to  whom  it  was  referred,  report,  ".  That  Lord 
Bowes,  as  Treafurer,  received  from  Eafter  Term, 
1745,  to  Michaelmas  Term,  1765,  the  fum  of 
1283I.  gs,  2d.;  and  that  bis  dilburfements  for  the  fame 
period  amounted  to  the  fumpf  674I.  iis.  4d.  leav- 

ing 
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ing  a  bali^ce  ag^nft  hU  Lordfinp's  reprefenfatives 
erf*  608I.  175.  lod/*    They  alfo  find,  that  Mr.  John 
Robinfoii,  who  was  appointed  Steward  in  ^751, 
regularly  paid  bis  balances  to  Michaelmas  Tern^ 
1 765,  ihciufive,  and  that  eighty  pminds  only  t^neified 
in  bis  bands  for  the  year  17669  which  he  was  ready 
to  pay  over  to  the  new  Treafurer.    The  preccdiof 
balances  are  acknowledged  by  Lord  lifford  to  have 
been  paid  upon  the  25th  of  April,  1768,    VHiat 
will  the  reader  conceive  of  the  accuracy  or  integrity 
of  the  preceding  Committee,   when  he  hears  of 
an  authentic  extract  in  my  pofleffion,    copied  an 
t>riginal  rental  in  the  hand  writing  of  that  hpneft 
;md  unafluming  Steward,  or  Under  Treafurer? 

The  annual  rents  erf  the  Society  thereby  af^ieai 
to  be  420}.  9s.  6d.  by  which  undoubted  evidence 
his  Lordflijp  received  in  twenty^ve  fears,  the  pe- 
riod of  his  Treafurerlhip,  the  fum  of  9251!.  17s.  6d* 
for  the  charge,  H^icb  made  vp  Ins  debits  fiowed 
merely  from  an  admiffion  to  the  raxik  of  Benchers^ 
Barrifters,  or  Attornies.  The  preceding  rent  formed 
in  earlier  times  a  fund  for  upholding  die  ptabUc 
buildit)g$^  or  was  expended  m  aid  of  the  Penfions 
or  cafl  Commons,  towards  the  payment  of  fervants^ 
wages.  Commons  in  the  hall,  and  the  other  inciden- 
tal houfliold  expences^  Neither  Commons  nor 
JServants  exifted  from  1 74ft ;  the  biaildings  were  aHb 
tnouldering  into  decay,  nor  was  any  charge  for  diem 
allowed  in  account. 
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The  Treafuterfliip  by  the  preceding  maftetly  ma- 
nceuvre  became  a  finecure  of  moderate  profit,  and 
was  kept  vacant  until  the  arrival  of  the  new  Chan- 
ciellon  The  Bench  had  no  pretence  to  divide  the 
Amount  among  themfelves,  and  were  deftitute  of 
public  fpirit  to  enforce  its  application  in  favour  of 
the  profeffion.  The  dead,  tbough  defpifed  or  forgot- 
ten,  ftood  protefted  from  flattery  to  the  living,  and 
a  Common  Law  Serjeant  added  to  the  Keeperfhip  of 
his  Majefty's  Irifh  Confciehce,  the  ancient  and  lucra-' 
five  abbacy  of  the  King*s  Innsf 

The  reader  will  probably  expeft  fome  obfervav 

tions  on  the  Chancellor's  perTonal^  political,  and  ju4 

dicial  condu^>  which  fhall  be  executed  proctd  irk 

aut  odioj  and  with  a  full  fenfe  that  nos  &f  no^ra  de* 

bemur  mortt.    Thefe  remembrances  may  alfo  have 

their  ufe ;  ibr  thotigh  the  legal  profeiSon  is  fo  gene* 

rally  bound  by  precedent  as  to  fetter,  fave  in  a  few 

enlightened  individuals^  genius  and  political  judg^ 

ment^    I  know  no    body  of   men  who  attain   fo 

ftrong  and  imitative  an  hue  of  its  leading  members. 

Lord  Bowes  came  to  this  country  in  the  train  of 

Chancellor  Wejl.  That  gentleman  having  died  the  year 

tfter  his  arrival,  Bowes  had  but  two  modes  of  attain^ 

ing  an  independent  ftation,   each,  however,  fufE« 

cient  to  enfure  him  fuccefs,  were  he  deftitute  (which 

was  not  the  cafe)  of  legal  talents.    He  was  ah  £ng« 

Ufhman,  and  might  return  thither,  where  he  had  a 

powerful  patron  in  Sir  Philip  Yorke,  then  Attorney 

General  of  that  kingdom,  or  under  that  banner  fo* 

licit  IriQi  promotion, 

We 
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We  theiefore  find  him  called  to  our  Bar  in  Mich- 
aelmas Term,  1725;   and  fucceeding  Jocelyn,   as 
third  Serjeant,  in  Trinity  Term,  1727.     In  a  fhorc 
time  he.was  retyrned  to  Parliament,  without  any  in- 
tercourfe  with  conftituents,  or  injury  to  his  purfe; 
Government  having  given  to  the  borough-monger 
official  compenfatiou.     Jocelyn  preceded^  him  in  all 
fubfequent  promotions,    until  his  elevation  to  the 
Bench.  As  Chancellor  Bowes  alfo  fucceeded  Jocelyn, 
his  ability,  as  a  Lawyer,  was  very  refpeclable,  and 
his  powers  of  eloquence  by  no  means  contemptible. 
We  hear  much  of  both  from  the  pens  of  party-men, 
who  are,  however,  filent  on  Malone's  tranfcendant 
merit.    If  this  partiality  contributed  to  Bowes's  for« 
tune,  it  alfo  conhrmcd  his  perfonal  vice. 

The  minion  of  party  became  its  judicial  flave,  and 
fuitors  exulted  or  trembled,  as  their  cozmexions* 
policy  and  religion  moved  in  unifon  with  his  preju- 
dices or  interefted  views.  The  minor  fatellites  round 
his  perfon,  powerfully  profited  by  this  juft  and  ge- 
neral fufpicion  J  in  authenticating  fuch  vices,  they 
qircoilated  a  correfpondent  corruption  of  collateral 
official  inSuence,  and  degraded  their  mafter's  judicial 
charafter  to  improve  private  fortune.  Irifh  Hiftory 
and  uncontradifted  precedent,  gave  to  the  moft  un*- 
tutored  inhabitant  full  information  on  thofe  import* 
ant  heads;  nor  can  the  infamy  of  Bowes  jcccist 
greater  ftrength,  than  that  moft  of  his  predeceffors, 
and  his  immediate  fucceflbr,  efcaped,  with  a  full 
knowledge  of  particular  failings,  a  fimilar  fligma. 
Hiftoric  truth  reluctantly  atteits,    that  he  imbibed 

every 
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every  practical  or  political  vice  of  this  country,  and 
added  to  the  black  catalogue  crimes  of  a  foreign 
and  deeper  dye. 

His  vanity,  partiality  and  prfde,  would  operate 
as  a  malignant  national  cur fe,  if  nature  had  blefled 
him  with  intrepidity .  of  temper,   cortefpondent  to 
the  venom  of  his  difpofition.  He  rivalled  y^fferyes  in 
a  brutal  precipitancy  of  judicial  cenfure,  and  refem- 
bled  that  ruffian  in  an  hafty  and  inconfiflent  con- 
tradiftion  to  profeffed  tyranny,  when  it  met  digni- 
fied  correction  and  manly  controul.     In  (hort,  this 
profligate  and  unprincipled  Judge  added  ridicule  to 
the  fettled  meannefs  of  his  conduft  by  afFefting  the 
character  of  a  ftatefman.     Cotemporaries  excufed 
the  vanity,    as  neither  Bowes  xioJ*  any  preceding 
Irifli  Chancellor,  was  indulged  with  the  exercife  of 
fuch  power.   Two  natives  funk,  in  daring  to  uphold 
the  flagitious  attempt ;  and  a  ftranger  could  not,  un- 
der the  forms  of  our  Government,  meet  the  fup- 
portvwhich  a  French  Chancellor  of  fimilar  character 
received  from  a  defpotic  government,  when  he  wrote 
a  treatife  exprefsly  in  favour  of  ajfajp nation ^    and 
coimterja^iccd  a  minion  in  defending  the  legal  dodrinc  of' 
torture. 

1  have  attempted  with  humble  and  patient  care 
tio  prefcnt  to  the  reader  the  ftate  and  progrefs  of  the 
iegal  profeflion  in  Ireland ;  it  has  appeared  refpec- 
table,  even  when  the  light  of  learning  was  funk 
through  Europe,  and  the  Law  itfelf  obfcured  by 
fiirrounding  barbarifm.  In  fucceeding  periods  par- 
ticular 
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dcular  pra^cers  powerfully  imbibed  the  reviving 
improremeats  of  fociety,  and  added  its  diverfified 
poli(h  to  profeflional  talent.  The  beft  pleaders  of 
Greece  or  Rome  would  meet  rivals  on  Irifli  ground^ 
and  furrounding  cotemporaries,  according  to  their 
refpedive  tempers,  generoufly  or  reluctantly  attefted 
the  important  £a£t« 

As  a  body,  they  are  by  no  tneans  entitled  to  iimi* 
lar  praife.     I  have  painfully  fhewn,  that  the  con« 
du6t  of  the  Society  was  generally  capricious j  often 
illegaly  and  fometimes  corrupt.     A  felf-interefted  and 
fervile  connexion  with  Government  tainted  its  gene- 
ral  proceedings ;  and  where  the  Irifh  Cabinet  did 
not  interfere,   habit  direfted  and  confirmed  legal 
rulers  in  arbitrary  practices.    Had  not  this  been  the 
cafe,  fome  manly  imitation  of  Englifh  order,  fruga- 
lity, and  integrity,  would  be  adopted.    Nor  need 
the  King's  Inns  look  further,  though  France,  Ger* 
many,   and  Scotland,   prefented  refpe£bd)le  plans* 
An  imperfefl  civil  Conftitution  formed  no  conclu- 
five  bar  to  fuch  improvement,   for  the  preceding 
jkingdoms  laboured  under  that  awful  defed;   yet 
their  legal  eftablifliments  have  been  extended,  pro- 
tected, and  perpetuated  by  the  pureft  public  fpirit. 
The  fixed  defpotifm  of  France  yielded  to  the  na- 
tional  benefit.      Even  the  irregular   government 
which  harraffed  Scotland  in  the  fixteenth  century 
did  not  preclude  that  enlightened  and  patriotic  na- 
tion from  a  fteady,  temperate,  and  dignified  mode 
of  internal  management,  or  leflfen  a  correfpondent 
aele  in  fistvour  of  general  and  profefEonal  learning. 

Thus, 
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Thas,  the  body  of  Scota  s^dvocatea  annually  eleA 
a  HcatjXj  who  preiides  in  all  th^u'  meeiings.  Fru- 
gality,  upheld  by  corted  fubfcription  or  generous 
donations,  fupplies  the  faculty  Tiritb  a  conunon  (lock, 
which  U  faithfully  applied  to  the  encrea/e  of  their  Ji* 
brarjj  and  the  maintenance  of  decayed  members j  or 
fuch  of  th^ir  %^'ukws  and  children  as  ftand  in  need  of 
education  and  fupport-  Advocates  are  even  annu^ 
ally  named  at  their  general  meeting  to  ferre  the 
poor,  who  are  permitted  to  the  benefit  of  a  Gratis 
Warrant  by  the  Lords  of  SeiBon ;  fuch  fuitors  are 
aifo  admitted  upon  general  circumftances.  The 
adoption  of  this  practice  would  form  a  dignified  im« 
provement  in  Englifh  or  Iriflx  Law,  which  ought 
alfo  to  be  purged  from  its  greateft  blemilh,  the 
threat  of  ignominious  puniihment  held  out  to  thefe 
unfortunate  perfons. 

Though  their  library  was  confumed  by  fire,  a 
Pbmnix  has  arifen  from  its  ajhes^  in  which  almoft 
every  ufeful  or  entertaining^  book  may  be  found, 
with  various  documents  which  can  facilitate  profef- 
Jional  refearch^  or  explain  and  autbenticcte  natitmal 
records.  The  body  at  large  alfo  fhews  itfelf  worthy 
of  fuch  lettered  aid  by  an  acknowledged  excellence 
of  clafiic  tafte  and  legal  learning.  The  purity  of 
ofEcial  appointment  has  been  fully  exhibited  to  Eu* 
rope  in  its  fucceilive  Librarians,  a  Ruddsman^  and 
an  Hume. 

The  Lords  of  Seffions  are  immediately  uncon- 
nected with  the  interior  management  of  faculty  con- 
cerns, 
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cerns,  bu t. with  a  refemblance  to  Englifh  Judges,  as 
to  their  Inns  of  Court,  exercife  in  cafes  of  con^ 
plaint,     a'  *  cdrre6live    vifitorial    controul.       The 
Clerks  of  the  Signet  are  alfo  admitted  after  a  trial 
of  fufficiency  before  Commiflioners ;  but  in  their  ap- 
proach to  the  profeilion,   or  practice  therein,  this 
body  is  \^ifely  confidered  independent,    or  freed 
from  any  government  of  the  Advocates,  and  fo  far 
imitate  Engliih  Attornies.     The  reader  will  calmly 
compare  the  wifdom  or  public  fpirit  of  Irilh  inno- 
vations in  ancient  and  modern '  times  by  the  precede 
mg  concife  ftatement  of  Englifh  efts^lifhments,  and 
foreign  inftitudons. 

He  has  alr^dy  feen  the  craft  of  peaceful  coun-i 
ells,  equally  deftruftive  with  the  rude  rage  of  out^ 
lawed  rebels  or  internal  foes  :  the  bounty  of  a  genei 
rous  benefaftor  neglefted  or  betrayed,  and  the  grant 
of  a  great*  Prince  diverted  from  public  pufpofe$  into 
private  property.  Meantime  arbitrary  taxation  fup- 
plied  a  petty  and  harraffing  income,  which  anfwered 
no  ufe  to  thofe  on  whom  it  was  levied.  No  wonder 
that  it  was  felt,  not  from  its  imrinfic  preffure,  but 
known  mifapplication.  In  the  ftruggles  between  the 
Society  and  a  private  family,  the  annual  income  is 
alledged  to  be  fifteen  hundred  pounds  a  year,  during 
the  reigns  of  the  Stuarts.  If  managed  with  fuitablc 
care,  the  reader  can  appreciate  its  poffible  improve- 
ment by  the  prefent  value  of  the  adjacent  precind 
of  Mary's  Abbey. 


Waving 


Waving  further  'notice  on  this  head,  did  the 
Society  even  releafe  to  the  Truftees  of  Sir  Patrick 
Dunn,  for  charitable  pwrpofes^  the  houfe  in  which  he 
lived,  being  part  of  their  ejlate,  and  fo  warmly  re- 
commended in  the  well  known  will  of  that  ilbi/lriotu 
Scot/man?  At  the  fame  time,  with  what  eafe  and 
indifference  were  the  families  and  minions  of  tem- 
porary rulers  invited  to,  and  protected  in,  the  dif- 
honeft  divifion  ?  We  have  feen  one  Chief  Jujiice 
bending  to  the  grave,  and  laden  with  ill-gotten  opu- 
lence ;  add  thereto  the  fee  fimple  and  perfonal  pro- 
perty of  an  ufeful,  but  impoveriftied  Society.  Was 
the  family  of  this  hoary  criminal  charmed  or  fliamed 
into  reftitution?  No  fuch  thing.  However,  his 
grandfon,  of  a  different  profeffion,  is  admitted  as 
an  honorarj^  Member,  or  Bencher. 

Whilft  the  Society  was  m  the  preceding  manner 
diffolved,  or  in  abeyance,  meetings  were  confined 
to  the  admiflion  of  Barrifters,  enrollment  of  Attor- 
nies  therein,  or  other  incidental  matters  relative  to 
the  remaining  fite  of  the  King's  Inns.  On  this  point 
truth  obliges  me  to  declare,  that  no  account  remains 
in  what  manner  any  part  of  its  chatties,  during  the 
meetings,  or  on  the  fubverfion  in  1742,  were  dif- 
pofed  of:  yet  fome  of  its  earlieft  and  moft  refpefta- 
ble  Members,  Sir  Arthur  Chichejier^  the  Earl  of  Cork^ 
Bijhop  Montgomery^  Sir  Thdmas  Ajhc^  Primate  Boyk^ 
and  others,  beftowed  different  articles  of  plate. 
Nor  is  there  even  any  evidence  of  an  unfucccfsfui 
enquiry. 


This 
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This  neglcft  is  accounted  for  by  the  conilant  fuc- 
ceffion  of  leading  Members  a«  Trea/urers.  Such 
perfons,  when  capable  of  fo  bafe  a  fraud,  tnuft  be 
fufficiently  powerful  and  artful  to  conceal  it.  ITius, 
there  exifted  example  within  the  Society  to  juftify 
and  enforce  order,  oeconomy,  and  integrity,  on  any 
revival,  of  which,  however,  there  did  not  appear 
the  fmalleil  likelihood  during  the  Treafurprihip  of 
Lord  Chancellor  Bowes.  ^  Yet  Irifli  Hiftory  cannot 
produce  an  eqil^I  period  of  time,  when  public  prof- 
perity  and  private  happinefs  moved  more  fteadily 
hand  in  hwd,  or  Law  was  prafticed  with  more  judg- 
ment,  talent,  and  integrity.  The  King's  Inns  admi- 
niflration  of  that  Nobleman  was  declsd-ed  by  an  ig- 
norant or  fervile  Committee,  perfonally  honeft,  and 
peifeftly  correft.  His  mifconduft,  however,  evinces 
the  weaknefs  or  corruption  which  refults  from  alter- 
ing an  ancient  and  eftablifhed  fyftem* 

An  annual  eledion  of  Treafurer  enforced  a  regu- 
lar ftatement  of  accounts.  The  appointment  of  a 
Deputy,  under  fimilar  reftriftions  and  refponfibility, 
fecured  a  faithful  execution  of  duty.  It  was  alfo 
highly  proper  that  the  latter  officer  (hould  be  a  Bar- 
rifter,  or  Attorney,  as  profeffional  fituation  enabled 
him  to  execute  the  truft  with  more  dignity,  eafe, 
and  eSed:,  whilft  it  formed  an  additional  pledge  to 
the  Society  for  a  faithful  performance. 

Such  annual  eleftion  of  officers  was  not  only  the 
ancient  rule,  until  1633,  but  has  this  irrefiftible  re- 
cornmendation,  that  during  its  continuance  no  fraud 

was 
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Vas  pradifedy  no  plunder  fufpeSed^  nor  perfonal  cre^- 
dit  falfely  eftablifhed  on  official  foundation  ;  grievances 
which  neceflarily  arofe  from  the  oppofit'e  praftice, 
and  finally  became  ancillary  to  extenfive  lAifchief. 
The  preceding  principles,  pregnant  with  general  ufe, 
(hould  be  peculiarly  attended  to  in  a  legal  eftablifh- 
ment,  or  voluntary  alTociation.  Experience  and  ha- 
bit may  improve  human  capacity  for  other  fituations, 
but  little  preparatory  ftudy  is  rcquifite  to  arrange  So- 
ciety accoimts,  which  could  be  fettled  in  two  days 
after  every  Term.  Had  the  myfterious  fcreen  of 
jobbing  been  removed,  all  the  preceding  matters 
could  be  confirmed  or  unravelled  with  integrity  and 
eafe.  The  attention  of  King's  Inns  Accountants 
ought  to  be  confined  to  accuracy  and  plain  dealing, 
and  official  views  be  bounded  by  a  certain  and  efla- 
blifhed  removal. 

As  a  neceflary  and  mofl  ufeful  improvement,  a  lead- 
ing judicial  charafter,  much  lefs  thefirjlman  in  the  pr9^ 
ffjffion^  fhould  not  be  allowed  to  fill  that  office,  it 
became  an  injury  by  probable  non-attendance^  or  a, 

Jource  ff  firm  and  xmbecoming  patronage*  Mankind; 
are  too  prone  to  fycophancy  and  fervile  cpmplai-, 
fance  to  refift  or  counteraft  perfons  in  high.  ,flafioi^ 
whenever  ihey  deviate  from  official  correftnefs.  An 
hiftory  of  the  legal  trib^  juftifies  no  departure  from 
this  unerring  rule,  which  has  therefore  been  adopted- 
in  moft  legal,  clerical)  and  collegiate  eftabliflimefats^ 
through  Great  Britain,  or  on  the  Continent.     At 

•  whatever  time  a  different  fyft^m  has  been  adopted 
in  Ireland,  I  will  thus  far  vindicate  the  national  cha- 

Z  2  rafter 
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rafter  as  to  dffirm,  that  it  did  not  arife  from  want 
of  judgment,  but  a  difpofition  to  difhonefty. 

The  kgal  body  upheld  a  collegiate  connexion 
from  the  reign  of  James  L  until  the  fafpenfion  in 
1742,  without  any  mention  of  a  repofitory  for  ma- 
nufcript 8  or  books.  I  have  fuccefsfully  traced  the  trani^ 
fcr  of  landed  eftate,  and  embezzlement  of  perfona! 
property,  to  leading  members  in  a  judicnl  or  minif* 
terial  line;  which  detection,  however  unequal  to  effec- 
tuate redrefs  againft  the  property  of  fuch  mifcreants, 
OT  their  defcendants,  mud:  operate  at  lead  for  an 
equal  period  as  an  antidote  againft  fimilar  plunder. 

Public  fufpidon,  properly  roufed,  caimot  be  cafily ' 
allayed ; — interior  defers  will  not  be  fcreened  by 
myfterious  management,  nor  rank  join  to  an  hnpu^ 
nityfrom  funijhmcnt  an  ex€?i}ption  from  di/grace.  The 
boneft  pride  of  *  patriotifm  mull  feel  humbled  at  this 
awful  exhibition,  but  the  national  vcuce  alone  can 
make  public  intereft  triumph  over  private  defign, 
if  it  difpenfes  perfonal  contempt  to  hardened  job- 
bers, and  a  proportioned  refpeA  to  men  of  honor 
who  may  condemn  and  deteft  fyftematic  fraud  or 
profeflional  plunder* 

ft 

» 

We  have  already  feen,  that  neither  the  feats  of 
juvenile  education  in  London,  nor  the  example  of 
Scots  neighbours,  could  animate  the  degraded  Go- 
vernors of  our  King's  Inns  to  found  a  library;,  ri- 
val fa£lk}ns  were  too  vain  or  felfiih  to  attraft  the  re- 
verence of  pofterity  by  an  enlightened  eflablifliment. 

They 
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They  needed  not,  however,  to  pafs  the  circuit  of 
the  Irifli  capital,  without  obferving,  in  the  other 
learned  profeflions,  an  incentive  to  proper  conduct, 
and  the  encouragement  of  a  firailar  plan,     4n  iJIuf- 
irious  £nglift  ecclefiaftic  founded  a  refpe<ftable  li- 
brary,    and  marked  his  gratitude*  to  the  country 
j^rhich  fuftained  him,  by  infcribing  it  to  its  favourite 
Scuru.     An  jsnlightened  Scots  phyfician,  even  a  te- 
mm  ^f  the  Kin^s  Inns^  devoted  an  ample  portion 
of  his  property  to  the  imfH'ovement  and  perpetuity 
of  fMTofeffional  learning,  whilft  his  valuable  collec-  ' 
don  of  boc^s  was  dedicated  to  the  fame  honorable 
purpole.     Uaieduced  by  fuch  examples,  the  King's 
Inns  Proprietors  feemed  to  confider  ignorance  as  ap- 
propriated to  a  monkifh  Inheritance,  and  that  civU 
tyranny  or  corruption  ought  to  fucceed  fuperftitious 
hypocrHy  and  prefumptioiu 


^'  A  decond  deluge  learning  thus  overran, 

**  And  Judges  fisiih'd  what  the  Monks  begaa." 


Particular  Members,  and  the  Society,  refembled 
the  Roman  Empire  in  its  extreme  period  of  decline. 
The  former  were  rich,  and  even  refpectabk,  whilfl: 
the  latter  were  funk  into  infignificance  and  diflrefs. 
In  like  manner  the  King's  Inns  fprungfrom  poverty, 
fwelled  into  opulence,  and  re-afl'umed  its  original 
ftation  by  internal  treachery.  The  reader  probably 
will  feel  impatient  to  perufe  the  reviving  fyftem,  pu-» 
rified,  as  it  ought  to  be,  from  the  ignorance  or  cor* 
ruption  of  earlier  days.  If  the  preceding  review  ex- 
hibits any  traits  of  refearch  or  patriotifm,  ftronger 
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ties  enforce  the  obfervance  of  fuch  duties  to  the 
completion  of  this  Work.  Nor  can  I  be  mifled  by 
the  opinions  of  third  perfons,  the  latter  period  fail- 
ing  within  collegiate  or  profeflional  obfervation.  My 
judgment  alfo  has  not  been  warped  by  aftive  inter- 
ference with  any  of  the  enfuing  fcenes« 

Rjvgard  to  perfonal  honor,  and  love  for  Ireland 
or  its  legal  eftablifhments,  form  no  trifling  pledge, 
that  I  will  not,  from  mean  or  interefted  views,  haf- 
tily  (lain  the  one,  or  abandon  the  other,  but  rather 
hold  in  remembrance,  as  a  model  for  fteady  imita- 
tion, the  proud  fentiment  of  a  favourite  Author,  who 
wrote,  fpoke,  fought,  and  finally  bled,  in  defence 
of  Liberty  and  Law.  Nee  magis  vituperandus  eft 
proditor  patria^  quam  communis  libertatis  out  falutii 
dcfcrtorf  propter  f nam  utiliiatem  aut/alutem* 

As  it  is  my  determination  to  complete  the  period 
to  1767,  the  reader  (hall  be  prefented  with  the  dif- 
ferent Officers  of  the  Society  from  its  revival  in  the 
time  of  James  L  Trea/urers,  Under  Treafurersy 
and  Pen/toners  were  regularly  elefted  until  the  year 
1628,  and  the  reader  will  fee,  by  the  annexed  lifij 
that  they  were  Members  of  the  Society,  and,  except 
one  criminal,  (^the  Under  Treafurer^  John  Veldon) 
all  men  refpeftable  in  rank  and  charafter.  From 
the  year  1628,  the  Steward  afTumed  a  new  ftadon, 
and  was  alfo  Under  Treafurer  ;  the  receipt  of  renti^ 
iermly  per^tom^  and  cajl  commons  was  configned  to 
him.  That  Officer  alfo  provided  Commons  for  all 
the  Members.    It  appears,  that  he  boarded  not  only 

the 
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the  Clerks  of  attending  Commoners^  but  evqi  their 
Jervanis  and  grooms.     Of  this  an  indubitable  evi- 
dence appears,  by  a  pharge  in  the  accounts  for  Mi- 
chaelmas  Term,  1634. 

Carriages  were  not  then  much  in  ufe,  but  vanity 
combined  with  convenience  in  making  perfons  move 
on  horfeback  to  the  Courts.*  The  reader  wiH  even 
find  that  an  Englifh  iChanceUor,  ah:ui  forty  years  af- 
ter^ wiflied  to  revive  the  ancient  judicial  cuftom  of 
riding  to  Weftminfter  Hall ;  but  that  fcene  became 
nearly  tragical,  for  Jtidge  Twyfden  was  unhorfed, 
and  received  a  violent  injury  by  the  fall  A  legal 
recorder  of  that  event  fays,  the  accident  proceeded 
from  a  want  of  proper  gravity  in  the  horfe,  and  too 
much  gravity  in  the  rider.    Englifli  good  fenfe  was 

.correded 

«  In  the  lad  month,  a  ftablewas  eroding  (I  prefume  by  an 
order  of  the  Society)  to  accommodate  equeftrian  Members  of 
the  King'f  Inna,  and  afford  an  Afyhmfor  their  her Jes  and  grooms. 
This  19 as  a  lively  and  tccentrk  innovation f  which  would  totally  de* 
range  any  building  plan,  and  thereby  make  thofe  legal mewj  ftand 
the  Society  in  jf  600  a  year.  Befides,  the  building  was  infinitely 
too  fmal(  for  general  ufe,  as  it  could  contain  but  three  or  four 
horfes,  and  mufl  be  thus  miilaken  for  a  private  convenience. 
Mtich  praifc  is  certainly  due  to  iht  projlrater  of  this  intended  nui- 
Jance  ;  but  it  is  highly  proper  to  mention  the  matter,  and  (hew, 
that  a  watchful  eye  ought  to  be  inflantly  and  inceflantly  ex* 
tended  to  ^he  interior  movements  of  the  Society.  King's  Inns- 
thus  far  refemble  the  Roman  confular  government ^  or  papal  do- 
minion— though  different  the  rulers,  the  maxims  and  pradic^: 
;ippear  uniform  and  permanent. 
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correded  by  that  difplay,  and  inexpedient  andent 
practices  juftly  buried  in  the  grave  of  time* 

Had  the  preceding  flight  circumftance  been  re. 
colleded  or  underftood,  many  difgraceful  innova* 
tioils  could  not  be  exhibited  (as  hiftorlc  truth  mufl 
enforce)  in  the  third  part  of  this  Work.     I  pre- 
fume  that  Members  ceafed  to  aft  as  annual  Under 
Treafifrers  or  Penjioners^  when  the  King's  Inns,  by 
a  crafty  rukj  and  deviation  from  original  pradicCj  be- 
came the  exclufive  refidence  of  Judges,  and  other 
governmental  placemen.     This  reparation  was  alfo 
perfeftly  palatable  in  the  Courtsy  and  at  the  Cqftle — 
Independency  of  fituation  was  exchanged  for  atten* 
tion  to  lucre,  and  an  occafional  provifion  carved  out 
for  an  humble  friend, 

Becket  does  not  appear  a  Member^  but  was  proba« 
bly  an  imported  dependent  of  Strafford,  and  fctm^ 
to  tread  in  the  footfteps  of  all  his  partifans.  Two 
centuries  nearly  fanftify  the  known  antiquity  of 
King's  Inns  Stewards ^  or  Under  Tfeafurersj  there- 
fore, to  borrow  Lord  Coke*s  phrafe  about  copyMders^ 
if  the  houfe  be  meany  it  is  alfo  ancient.  The  indivi- 
duals are  chequered  in  a  variety  fufficient  to  merit 
not  only  a  lift,  but  flight  remembrances  of  them. 
The  Chaplains  or  Preachers  do  not  reft  for  a  record 
on  the  King^s  Inns  page;  they  are  enrolled  as 
writers  or  prelates  in  an  high  and  dignified  clafs.  I 
will  only  feel  it  neceflary  to  add  to  each  name  fome 
illuftration  or  criticifm,  which  has  efcaped  any  pre- 
ceding review ;  the  arrangement  fiiali  alfo  refemble 

the 
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the  policy  of  our  Conftitution,  and  the  Church  in 
this  Hiftory  precede  the  Law. 


tS0Q^94 


PREACHERS  or  CHAPLAINS. 

AS  the  full  meafure  of  Irifli  patriotifm  fhould  be 
ever  direfted  to  fuftain  or  extend  the  Common  Law 
of  England  through  this  Kingdom,  the  King's  Inns 
Society  attrafts  additional  refpeft,  by  engrafting  a 
Preacher  on  the  Eftablilhment.  We  fee  a  clofe  re- 
femblance  to  the  parent  Societies  in  London,  on  the 
revival  in  1 607 ;  and  the  moft  untutored  Irifliman 
can  appreciate  the  propriety  of  fuch  imitation,  by  the 
high  and  merited  rank  which  the  legal  body  of 
England  fuftains  among  that  brave,  humane  and  en- 
lightened people. 

Equal  as  Irifhmen  are  to  Britons  in  mental  or  cor- 
poral perfeftion,  it  will  not  be  difficult  to  rival  them 
in  calmnefs,  legal  integrity,  and  public  fpirit— pat- 
terns to  imitate,  as  well  as  examples  to  deter,  copi- 
oufly  prefent  themfelves  among  the  legal  tribe.  Stu- 
dents, however,  are  called  upon  by  peculiar  and  un- 
common ties,  to  prepare  in  a  manner  fuited.to  the 
profeffion.  Let  that  intelligent  body  refpedb  the  fage 
and  wife  condqtl  of  preceding  times,  but  impute 
abufes  to  the  fleeting  vices  of  individuals,  and  not  to 
any  radical  fault  in  the  legal  fyftem.    Progreffive 

ftudy, 
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ftudy,  combined  with  perfonal  integrity,  will  afcer- 
tain  that  folemn  fa£t,  whilft  the  following  lift  exhi- 
bits  a  love  for  learning,  and  difcernment  of  talent, 
in  former  Members  or  Fellows  of  the  King^s  Inns. 

Jacobus  Uiher,  Baccalaureus  Theologiae  admiflfus  eit 
ut  Clericus  hujus  Societatis,  25  die  Februarii, 
1 609—  I  o^ 

The  nature  of  this  compilation  precludes  a  gene- 
ral criticilm  on  the  charaAer  of  this  great  man ;  it 
would  be  much  more  ufeful  to  refer  the  reader  to  bir 
ographers,  or  his  own  correct  and  claf&cal 'works. 
Let  me  obferve,  that  a  fpecies  of  legal  defcent  ktm- 
jed  to  entitule  Ufher  to  this  new  fituation,  as  the  Sta- 
jiyhurfts  and  Ufhers  filled,  for  centuries,  high  and 
lucrative  flations  in  that  profe0ion  ;  and  his  imme- 
diate anceftors  were  diftinguifhed  both  for  integrity 
and  talent,  which  mud  render  their  defcendant  an 
obje£t  fit  for  patronage  or  promotion  in  the  revived 
Society  of  King's  Inns. 

Ufher  continued  Preacher,  until  his  elevation  to 
the  epifcopal  Bench  in  1620;  and  was  probably  ad- 
mitted, from  his  King's  Inns  ofGce,  an  honorary 
Member  of  Lincoln's  Inn,  previous  to  1626. 
Though  folly  or  obftinacy  has  imputed  to  the  Pri- 
mate a  fpirit  of  prophecy,  he  did  not  then  forefec, 
that  the  Englifh  feminary  would  give  an  afylum  to 
his  declining  years,  and  fallen  fortunes,  by  a  fimilar 
fituation.  This  circumflance  alfo  proves  that  the  lc» 
gal  body  in  each  kingdom  generally  rife  fuperior  to 
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local  or  national  prejudices,  and  meafure  merit,  not 
by  a  caft  of  nativity,  but  tried  literary  talent,  and 
experienced  perfonal  integrity.  Uflier  was  too  much 
in  earned  to  be  a  tolerant  or  philofophic  Chriftian  j 
to  ^vhich  prejudice  his  vivid  genius  contributed,  and 
fuch  warmth  feeme^  well  fuited  to  the  Irifh  foil  in 
that  day.  This  temper  provoked  the  obftinacy  of 
opponents,  and  prevented  a  reception  of  that  learned 
prelate's  opinions,  with  a  readinefs  fuited  to  their  im* 
portauce  or  wifdoiji^ 


Theodorus  Pryce,  Sacrae  Theologias  Profeflbr,  unus 
Commiflionarionim  Domini  Regis,  admiffus  eft, 
ut  Clericus,  per  jufticiarios,  hujus  hofpitii, 
fexto  die  0£tobris,  Anno  Domini,  1622. 

This  man  only  merits  notice,  as  armed  with  a  per- 
fecuting  power  over  Proteftants,  and  being,  at  the 
fame  time,  a  concealed  papift,  as  well  as  prime  fa« 
vourite  of  Archbifliop  Laud.  Prynne  thus  defcribes 
him,  a  profefled  unpreaching  Arminian  and  Papifi ; 
yet  Pryce  was  Subdean  of  JVcftminJler^  with  other 
clerical  promotions,  and  nearly  obtained  a  Bifliopric. 
But  an  union  of  hypocrify  and  feruiliiy  were  at  that 
time  unerring  recommendations  to  Lambetb^  and  a 
becoming  pajfport  to  Ireland. 


Johanneft 
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Johannes  Bramhall,  Sacrx  Theologiac  Profeflfor,  ad- 
mifTus  eft,  ut  Clericus,  hujus  Socictatis,  per  juf- 
ticiar:   hujus  Hofpitii,    decimo  die  Novembris, 

'633- 

The  reader  fliall  be  referred  to  Harrises  Ediim 
of  Ware,  for  an  account  of  this  powerful  prelate, 
without  any  material  criticifm  of  mine.     His  firm* 
nefs  and  talents  are  unqueftioned ;  he  was  alfo  able 
to  leave  a  large  eftate,  acquired  in  Ireland — a  fuffi- 
dent  proof  in  itfelf  of  the  caufe  and  efiefl  of  profef- 
iional  a£tivity»    This  prelate  furvived  until  Charles's 
Reftoration,  and  was  appointed  Arcbbijh&p  tf  Ar* 
magb ;  but  he  fecured  the  eftate ;  for  his  fon  and 
heir  became  a  Barrifter  and  Member  of  the  Kmg's 
Inns  in  1658,  and  took  the  ufual  oath  or  engage- 
ment to  be  true  to  the  Government  without  a  King 
or  Houfe  of  Lords.    Yet  Bramhall  was  enabled  to  aft 
more  correfpondent  to  inclination,  when  he  fwore 
allegiance  to  Charles  11.  and  accepted  the  rank  of  a 
Baronet  from  that  Monarch. 


Hugo  de  Crefly,  Artium  Magifter,  admiflfus  eft  ut 
Clericus  ,hujus  Societatis,  per  Jufliciarios  hujus 
hofpitii,  vicefimo  fecundo  die  Novembris,  1634. 

This  remarkable  man  was  fon  to  Judge  Crefly, 
and  came  recommended  by  that  clofe  reviewer  of 
clerical  merit.  Laud.  Howxver,  the  prelate^s  faga- 
city  materially  failed  him ;  for  Crefly  attained  the 
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Deaory  of  Leighlin,  and  other  Ch«rch  pr^rments ; 
yet  becai^e  about  the  year  1646,  a  cor^rmed  p^pifi^ 
and  even  a  Benedidine  Mqnk — ^afterward  his  zele  of 
duty  dioved  hiift^  on  a  aiklion  to  England,  where  he 
laixnired  for  better  than,  tw^ty  year&  to  illuHiinate 
hi$  Country  men. 

The  next  perfon  Whaiappears  ^s  Chapldin  to  the 
King's  Inns,  is  Mr.  Henry  WoOtton,  to  whom' cham- 
bers appear  afligned  daring,  the  ufurpation.  He  waa 
alfo  invited  to  Commons;  but  we-  are  left  to  free 
conjefture  as  to  his  former  or  fubfequent  fituation  j 
but  his  name  is  rendered  fatmiliar,  by  a  recolledion 
of  the  learned  Provoft  of  Eton,  and  has  -been  enroll 
led  among  the  .peerage. 

The  next  King's  Inns  Preacher,,  or  Chaplain,  is 
Doftor  John  Parry,  who  was  appointed  in  1661.—^ 
He  continued  until  his  elevation  to  the  See  of  OJfory^ 
in  which  fituation  he  appears  as  a  learned,  public 
fpirited  and  orthodox  prelate.  *  It  is  feldom  the  cuf« 
torn  of  biographers  to  infert  doubtful  difgraces  againft 
perfons  whofe  aftions  they  record ;  yet.  Parry  has 
not  efc2q>ed  fuch  a  fmgular  attack :  He  is  charged, 
by  tradition^  with  having  effaced,  from  the  monu- 
ment of  an  obnoxious  individual,  a  flattering  infcrip* 
tion.  For  the  honor  of  human  nature,  I  hope  th^ 
h&.  did  not  happen ;  at  all  events,  it  proves,  that 
where  malice,  arifing  from  motives  merely  human, 
is  charmed '  into  oblivion,  fuperftition  can  flill  retain 
its  fcorpion  fting. 

Anthony 
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Anthony  Dopping  (Parry's  fucceffor)  merits  ^veiy 
eulogium,  which  zt\t  for  civil  freedom,  clerical  tz^ 
knty  or  perfonal  firmnefs,  can  poffibly  claim ;  he 
Inight  alfo  be  confidered  a  child  rf  the  Kin^s  Ittru^ 
for  his  father  was  an  Attorney,  whofe  entry  on  that 
ttoU  appears  in  the  following  terms  :•  ^^  Eodem  Die 
et  Anno  (fcilifcet  fecundo  die  Februarii,  i6a6)  An* 
thonius  Dopping,  Gen.  admiflns  eft  in  Sodetatem 
hujus  Mofpitii."  Such  was  the  father  of  this  emi- 
nent man,  whofe  ardor  for  the  Conftitution  of  Ire- 
land is  evinced  by  his  publication  of  the  Modus  U- 
nendi  Farliamentum  ;  his  clerical  talent  by  a  Treatife 
De  Fijit.  EfifcopaUbus^  and  his  petfonal  firmneis,  by 
an  eloquent  refiftance  to  the  repeal  of  the  Ad  of  Set-* 
tiement.  To  counterbalance  fuch  extraordinary  ac« 
complifhments,  one  error  can  only  be  produced, 
but  which  m^its  double  cenfure  when  traced  to  fo 
excellent  a  man.  Dopping,  fmarting  under  a  /enfe 
of  recent  wrongs,  difgraced  the  pulpit  by  a  political 
fermon.  1  am  too  well  acquainted  with  the  fcenery 
cf  a  Wexfbrd  rebellion^  not  to  make  allowances  for 
ebullitions  of  political  zele  or  religious  fiiry.  A  civil 
war  engenders  fuch  fentiments  to  a  criminal  excefs, 
even  in  honeft  minds,  which  neceflary  confequence 
gives  an  added  horror  to  public  convuIAons,  as  amid 
them  a  Dopping  could  not  be  permanently  wife  or 
virtuons. 

The  next  King'^  Inns  Chaplain,  or  Preacher,  John 
Worth,  never  afcended  the  epifcopal  Bench,  but 
filled  the  Deanry  Chair  of  St.  Patrick's.  No  regu- 
lar life  of  him  has  been  publifhed,  and  his  Worb 
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(if  he  wrote  any)  have  efcaped  my  refearch.    I  pre- 
fume  him  to  be  fon  to  Dr.  Edward  Worth,  Bifliop 
of  Killaloe,  and  younger  brother  to  William  Worth, 
Baron  of  the  Exchequer  in  the  reigns  of  Charles  and 
James  IL  This  family  produced  many  public  fpirited 
men  ;  the  preceding  prelate  founded  and  endowed 
an  hofpital  called  St.  Stephen* Sy  in  the  city  of  Cork, 
with  an  ample  landed  eflate  for  its  perpetual  fup- 
port,  and  other  charitable  purpoies.'    A  phyfician, 
of  the  fame  name  and  iamily,  annexed  his  library  to 
Steevens's  Hdfpital  in  this  city,  but  a  remote  fituation 
renders  it  of  Jittle  public  ufe,  and  probably  induced 
the  Truftees  to  think  of  felling  that  colleftion,  and 
aiding  the  inftitution  by  its  pecuniary  produce.    Un«- 
der  fuch  an  impreflion  I  viewed  the  Library,  con* 
ceiving  that  the  King's  Inns  Society  may  become 
purchafers ;  but  architedure  was  defined  to  abforb 
Law^s  mental  feq/ij  and  fuecejftve  jobs  permitted  to 
rival  each  other  in  entravagance  or  abfurdity^ 

Doftor  Alexius  Stafford  fucceeded  to  Worth  j, 
and  there  can  be  no  doubt  (had  Popery  triumphed) 
but  a  mitre  or  Cardinal's  cap  would  have  adorned  his 
brow.  General  abufe  has  been  dealt  out  againft 
him  in  co-temporary  pamphlets,  but  no  particular 
difgraceful  aft  is  either  charged  or  fu^bftantiated,  A 
quaint  legal  aphorifm  inftrufts  me,  that  Dolofus  ver^ 
fatur  generalibus.  Befides  his  'uohmfary  fervices  and 
heroic  death  exaft,  even  from  a  firm  opponent  to 
his  political  or  religious  creed,  a  ready  Belief  of  Stafr 
ford's  perfonal  virtue  and  humanity* 
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Dr.  John  Hartftonge,  afterwards  Bifbop  of  Oflbry 
and  Derry,  was  appointed  King's  Inns  Preacher  after 
the  Revolution. '  This  gentleman  was  younger  ion 
to  Baron  Hartjiange^  and  fo  far  previoufly  conne&d 
with  the  Society.     The  only  obfervation  on  this  life 
will  be  an  attempt,  and  probably  a  fuccefsfid  tm^  xq 
prove  him  my  countryman,   and  a  native  of  iHi;^ 
CcufOy  of  Limerick.    He  is  flated  to  be  bom  in  Nor- 
folk in  1659,  in  which  year  his  father  was  an  Irifh 
Barrifter,  having  been  called  to  that  ftation  about 
ten  months  before  the  alleged  birth ;  but  fome  bio- 
grapha-s  conceive  that  neither  a  fucafsfid  man^  nor 
aperfm  rf  genius ^  ought  to  be  a  native  of  Ireland;  at 
leaft  fuch  was  the  prevalent  fentiment  in  that  aera  of 
&llen  national  charader,  and  virulent  party  preju- 
dice. 

Ezekiel  Burridge,   Mafter  of  Arts,    fncceedcd 
Hartftonge  in  1693,  and  merited  that  rank  by  aftive 
zele  during  the  late  troubles,  and  his  known  literary 
eminence.     In  this  perfon  we  have  fomething  more 
to  remark  than  accidental  birth-place,  or  tranfitory 
and  unfubftantial  fcrtune.     He  was  a  clerical  Whig, 
and  fuftained  the  political  combat  with  infuriate  zele. 
No  Englifh  Writer  equalled  him  in  a  defcription  of 
the  public  crimes  or  perfonal  bafenefs  of  James  !!• 
However,  fortunately  for  that  Monarches  fame^  and 
the  feelings  of  his  partifansy  it  was  buried  in  the  dark- 
nefs  of  an  ancient  and  foreign  language.     Burridge's 
attack  upon  an  Irifh  Chief  Juftice  was  neither  mark- 
ed by  decorum  nor  probability.     A  tranflation  of 
Locke's  EiTay  into  Laiin^   proves  correA  clafBcal 
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(km,  itid  a  flrong  attachment  to  the  opinions,  Ixrhe* 
ihet  phi/o/op/jic  or  political^  of  that  great  Author.  The 
fatter  were,  however,  Burridge's  favourite  purfuit^ 
yet  perfonal  fituatiun  feemed  often  to  create  and  di^ 
reft  them. 

As  Ficar-General  tf  Down  and€Ghnor^  he  had  an 
icUve  concern  in  the  fentence  againft  Lemuel  Ma* 
thewsj  and  proudly  vindicates  the  exiftence  of  a  re^ 
iigious  fiftem  ff  tyranny  in  Ireland^  which  he  admits 
was  wifely  abolifhed  in  England.  I  merely  mention . 
this  circumftance  to  illuftrate  the  genius  of  Iiifh 
Whjggifm  at  that  day ;  it  generally  flowed  ftom  an 
appetite  for  power  or  property,  and  mull  have  been 
therefore  exercifed  againft  innocent  and  trampled  op- 
ponents; it  alfo  added  to  this  particular  glaring  crime, 
an  avowed  degradation  of  national  character.  Party 
neglefl  did  not  bury  this  Author  in  the  angle  of  a 
northern  diocefe ;  a  King's  Inns  fituatibn  led,  by  fre- 
quent precedent,  to  a  Bilhopric  ;  and  in  1 697,  when 
St.  Michan's,  the  fole  pariih  on  the  north  fide  of 
Dublin,  was  carved  out  into  three,  Burridge  was 
appointed  the  firft  clergyman  of  St.  Paul's ;  but  a 
premature  death  deprived  him  of  a  biographical  rank 
among  Irifli  prelates,  whilft  literary  exertions  enfure 
him  a  fituation  tolerably  exalted  among  the  Writers 
of  this  kingdom. 

Db£bor  Peter  Brown,  in  1703,  filled  this  Action; 
he  was  afterwards  Provoft  of  Trinity  Ciollege,  and 
Bifliop  of  Cork.  Singularity  and  obftinacy  have 
given  a  kind  of  perpetuity  to  this  man  •  s  lettered 
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character.  He  took  the  oath«  to  Government,  and 
was  yet  fufpeaed  of  rank  difaflfeaion.  IVobably 
that  conftraint  ftrengtheiied  his  difloyalty,-  which  ap- 
peared in  a  pamphlet  againfl  drinking  memories,  as 
favffurmg  of  fagamfm  or  infidciity.  No  Treatife  could 
roufc  feverer  criticifms ;  it  was  prefenied  by  Grand 
Jufiesj  profcribed  by  corporate  meetings^  and  difgrace- 
fuUy  toajied  at  convivial  clubt.  The  Bifliop  replied^ 
rejoined^  and  complained^  in  two  other  pwiphlets, 
witliout  making  a  fmgle  convert  to  his  opinions,  for 
fociabiliiy  and  Wbiggffm  triumjAcd  over  fobrutji  and 
Jacobitifnu 

A  moft  refpeftable  clergyman,  Doftor  John 
Sterne,  Bifliop  of  Clogher,  fucceeded  in  1709-  He 
was  then  Dean  of  St.  Patrick's,  and  had  for  his  fuc- 
ceflbr  the  «^//  kmvcn  Jonathan  Swift.  This  man  u 
entituled  to  lafting  remembrance  for  his  many  ex- 
cellent qualities.  A  few  fuch  charadbers  would  make 
prelacy  popular,  even  among  difentersy  animate  civil 
freedom  by  religioi^s  fupport,  and  confecratc  literary 
eftablifliments  by  public  bounty  or  perfonal  encou- 
ragement. 

George  Berkeley  j  fenior  Fellow  of  Trinity  College, 
filled  the  office  in  1713.  As  Bifliop  of  Cloyne,  he 
is  well  known,  both  by  his  writings  and  praftical 
virtue-*— even  Pope's  verfe  would  eteniife  his  fame. 
Letus^  however,  afcertain,  if  po/fMcj  what  led  to 
the  King's  Inns  appointment.  Prudence  or  princi- 
ple induced  Berkeley  to  affume  the  humour  of  that 
day,  and  illuilrate  political  tenets  in  religious  dif* 
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tOilHeii  Three  fermons  delivered  at  the  college  thz* 
pel  were,  in  1 712,  publifhed  under  this  courtly  Tory 
Tide,  "  Pqffive  Obedience  vindicttted  upon  the  Prin- 
ciples of  the  Law  of  Nature.*^  Paganifm  was  called 
in  to  fuflaih  the  fyflem  by  an  appropriate  motto, 
from  the  page  cif  a  republican,  nee  vero,  aut  per  fe* 
naiumy  aut  per  populum^  fohi  hat  lege  poffumtis.  For-* 
tunately,  for  Berkeley's  promotion,  he  was  in  Italy. 
on  the  accefGon  of  George  I.  and  did  not  return 
until  party  venom  had  fb  far  fubfided,  as  not  to  pie* 
elude  great  literary  talents,  and  molt  -amiable  per-t 
fonal  manners,  from  attaining  their  due  alcen- 
dancy. 

Doax)r  Charles  Catr,  a  Fellow  of  Trinity  Col- 
lege, and  Chaplain  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  in  1716^ 
filled  the  fame  fituation  at  the  Kinged  Isns,  He  be« 
came  Bifliop  of  Killaloe,  and  left  a  vacancy  for  ano- 
ther courtly  prieft. 

Doftor  Robert  Howard,  from  a  fimilar  collegiate 
and  Caftle  pofition,  attained  the  vacant  feat,  and 
foon  exchanged  thefe  fubdrdinate  promotions  for  aii 
epifcopal  See.  Thefe  prelates  may  be  ^^  friends  id 
learnings  though  too  wife  to  write*  The  latter  had^zi 
brother  recorded  by  Walpole^  to  whom  he  became 
heir.  His  name  has  been  alfo  ennobled,  for  he  was 
grandfather  to  the  Earl  of  Wicklow; 

The  next  Chaplain,  or  Preacher,  contrafted  with 
the  preceding,  appears  an  emblem' of  King's  Inns 
fceneryj  in  which  indolence  and  adivity^  lettered  eafe 
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er  lahorms  refeeffcb  take  their  refpeSlive  farm.  Doftor 
Robert  Clayton,  aiterwards  the  memorable  Bifiiop 
of  Clogher,  facceeded  to  Howard  in  the  lUng's  Imis 
Society.  He  VfZB  a  n^n  of  great  and  univerfal 
learning,  with  an  excellence  of  perfonal  charaAer 
fuited  to  fiich  rank,  yet  his  rekitionfiup  to  Lord  Stm- 
don  probably  led  him  with  more  expedituHi,  than 
the  preceding  qtadUie^j  to  an  epifcopal  throne. 

k  /ball  Hot  convert  Klng^s  Inns  remembrances  into 
a  controverfial  page^  but  give  to  the  reader  what 
has,  for  a  long,  time,  been  the  folemn  convidion  cf 
my  mind.  I  conceive,  that  Dr.  Clayton  retired  m 
1 758,  from  an  apprehenfion  that  he  would  be  degra- 
d^iL  He  h^  an  independent  private  fortune^  wirh 
a  nice  fenfe  of  feeling.  What  firengthensmy  opi« 
nioli,  k  the  Mntinuance  of  an  upper  and  confident 
tial  fervaat  under  hie  fqcceflor.  I  have  converfed 
with  fome  relations,  intimates,  and  even  fervants, 
of  this  remarkable  man ;  all  coitfpire  to  confirm  my 
ultiinate  belief;  The  reader  ihall  not  be  further 
perplexed^  or  foliated  to  aflume  2l  Jimlar  opimon  ^  I 
only  recommend  to  hhn  to  perufe  the  Cafe  of  Sir 
Orlando  Bridpnan^  as  reported  (to  borrow  legal 
terms)  in  the  Biographia  Britunnica. — Let  him  then 
determine  whether  an  anxiety  about  perfmal  fam 
may  not  at  leaft  lead  a  man  as  ^r  as  a  difpofiuon  to 
defraud  creditors^ 

A  Mr.  Gibbons  appears  to  have  been  King's  Inns 
Chs^lain,  or  Preacher, .  immediately  previous  to 
1732.    No  account  remains  of  his  appointment, 
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«r  of  his  remaval,  whether  occafionedty.abfence, 
promotion,  or  deaths  We  may  prefume  him  a  per- 
fon  of  rcfpedlable  connexions,  from  the  charafter 
of  his  predeceffors,  as  no  literary  monument  remains 
to  juftify  f he  appointment. 

In  1732,  Dr.  Ca/eb  Cartwrightp  junior  Fellow  tf 
Trinity  College^  Dublin;,  ftands  on  the  King's  Inns 
Roll,  not  only  as  CBaplain^  or  Preacher^  but  Trea^ 
furer.  This  gentleman  went  out  on  a  College  liv- 
ing, and  died  in  AugUft,  1763,  with  which  prefer- 
ment he  alfo  held  a  prebend  in  the  Cathedral  of  St. 
Patrick.  We  mull  conceive,  from  collegiate  fitua- 
tion,  that  Dr.  Cartwright  was  an  excellent  fcholar, 
and  that  fome  particular  merit  led  to  the  preceding 
;a{>pointment$^  , 

No  veflige  of  any  allowance  remains ,  upon  re- 
cords, fave  Chambers  and  Commons ;  yet  we  cannot 
doubt  that  fome  flipend  was  added  in  conformity  to 
ancient  ufage,  and  Eng^iih  precedent.  I  believe 
the  unl>iafred  patronage  of  fo  learned  a  body  formed 
its  {Hincipal  benefit  in  the  eye  of  the  Nation  and 
Government.  However,  I  ih^U  fo  hx  ufurp  the 
oiSdal  iituation  of  a  fo.rmer  intimate,  Sk  John 
Newport,  (who  is  alfo  a  Member  of  the  King's 
Inns)  as  to  propofe  Ways  and  Means  for  the  future 
provifion  of  our  Chaplain^  or  Preacher^  and  annex 
the  feme  to  the  conclufion  of  tbis  Work.  This  ac- 
count clofes  as  abruptly  as  the  general  Hijloryy  com- 
mencing with  the  luminous  UJhery  and  clofing  with 
theobfcure  Cartwright;  thus,  refcmbling  the  progrefs 

of 
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of  the  Rhine,  which  rifing  in  Alpine  mountains, 
and  fevering  two  great  kingdoms  by  its  rapid  flood, 
yet  d\frindles  into  a  rivulet  ere  it  mixes  with  th^ 
pcean. 

arhe  Chapel  of  the  King's  Inns  Society  lay  in  that 
part  of  the  monafterial  diftrift  called,  in  our  ///n^,Mafs- 
lane ;  it  was  moft  probably  one  of  the  ancient  cha- 
pels in  tfie  Dominican  friary,  and  merely  converted 
into  a  place  for  reformelJ  feryice.     James  11.  reftored 
It  to  the  ancient  ufe,  and  attended  Mafs  therein.  On 
the  Revolution,  King  William  prefented  it,  with  tb: 
Society*s  confentj  to  French  Huguenots,  who  wanted  a 
place  of  prayer.'    As  tliat  fmall,  but  brave,  body 
contributed  to  the  national  triumph,  it  was  due  both 
to  their  fervices  and  fufferings.     The  fiie  is  now  un- 
der a  fimilar  ufe,  by  a  diffenting  congregation,  and 
the  legal  body  feefn  equally  unacquainted  with  their 
ancient  property,  or  its  modern  management, 

•  •  •  • 

On  the  1 8th  of  June,  1607,  the  Society  was  reviv* 
ed  by  the  Lord  Deputy's  entry  on  its  Roll,  and  on 
the  24th  of  June,  Mr.  Baron  Ellyot  was  chofen 
Treafurer,  and  Mr.  Jacob  Newman,  Sub-Treafurer, 
until  further  order.  Kow,  as  Eajler  Sunday  in  that 
year  was  on  the  ffiB  of  April,  the  twenty-fourth  of 
June  was  almoft  in  the  end  of  Trinity  Term.  It 
was  therefore  natural  that  the  preceding  oflGicers,  af- 
ter long  vacation,  fhould  be  continued,  as  the  Order 
of  the  i  oth  of  Ncvembcr  imports,  for  one  year  more. 
Then  alfoa  Penfioher  was  elefted  ;  their  names fliaJl 

be  now  laid  before  the  reader,  with  fome  accounts.' 

i .  .  .   .    ■  .  ■  • 

June, 
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June,  1607,  Baron  EUyot,  Treafurer;  Jacob 
Newman,  Under  Treafurer.  November,  1607, 
Baron  Ellyot,  Treafurer  j  Jacob  Newman,  Under 
Treafurer;  Chriftopher  Lynch,  Penfioner.  No- 
vember, 1608,  Sir  James  Ley,  C.  J.  K.  B.  Trea- 
furer; Nicholas  ReiUy,  Under  Treafurer;  John 
Mead,  Penfioncr.  1609,  Sir  Nicholas  Walfli, 
Treafurer;  George  Robinfon,  Under  Treafurer 4 
Patrick  Archer,  Penfioner. 

Baron  Ellyot  accounts  for  the  preceding  period, 
>ybetefore  1  prefume  (though  there  is  no  remark  to 
ihat  effeft)  that  Sir  James  Ley,  who  was  removed 
to  England,  fubftituted  the  Baron  to  aft  for  him, 
and  that  Sir  Nicholas  Walfh,  from  advanced  age^ 
and  growing  infirmities,  was  obliged  to  folicit  fimi-» 
lar  affiftance.  This  may  be  alfo  a  reafon  why,  for 
feveral  fucceeding  years,  younger  perfops  were 
elefted  to  ferve  faid  office.  His  account  was  thus  ;— 
Receipts  by  him  and  th«  Penfioner,  93I.  19s.  2d.— • 
£xpenditure,  Sol.  i6s«  2du — ^Balance,  uL  3s. 

J  6 10;  Robert  BamewaU,  Trealiirer  j  John  Vel- 
^on.  Under.  Treafurer ;  Michael  .Cowley,  Pen* 
fioner.  161 1,  John  Blertnerhaffet,  Treafurer; 
John  SoutSweH,  Under  Treafurer;  Ceoffry  Gal- 
ivay,  PAifioaen  i6j2,  Edward  Fitz-cHarris,  Trea- 
furer ;  Nicholas  Brady,  Under  Treafurer ;  .George 
Lea,  Penfioner.  J  6a  3,  .William  Talbot,  Treafu- 
rer; John  Johnfon,  Under  Treafurer;  Peter  Dc 
Lahoyde,  Penfioner.  161 4,  John  Warren,  Treafu- 
rer ;  John  White,  Under  Treafurer ;  David  Rothe, 

Penfioner. 
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Penfioner.  1615*  William  Marwood,  Treafurcr; 
Thomas  EUyot,  Under  Tr^furer;  John  Cottelt, 
Penfioner.  1616,  Sir  Gerard  Lowther,  Knt.  Trea* 
furer  j  Jofhua  Downing,  Under  Treafurer ;  Peter 
Ailward,  Penfionen  16 17,  Richard  Farewdl, 
Treafurer;  Nicholas  Gemon,  Under  Treafmcrj 
Nicholas  Fitz-Williams,  Penfioner.  1618,.  William 
Crowe,  Treafurer;  George  Lowe,  Under  Treafu- 
rer; James  Bryver,  Penfioner.  16 19,  Jacob  New* 
man,  1  reafurer ; ,  William  Shiel,  Under  Treafurer ; 
James  Sherlock,  Penfioner*  1620,  Robert  Roth, 
Treafurer;  Harmontus  Jacob,  Under  Treafurer  j 
Samuel  Mayart,  Penfioner.  1621,  William  Sparky 
Treafurer;  Chriftopher  EUyor,  Under  Treafurer j 
Richard  French,  Penfioner. 

No  account  appears  fettled  from  the  ibundatioda, 
except  Baron  Eliyot's,  until  this  year,  when  Mn 
Mayart  accounts  with  Mr.  4Jidrews  on  the  part  of 
the  Sobiety,  and  acknowledges  a  recdpt  of  61.  is.  4d» 
a  difburfement  of  3I.  4s.  and  a  balance  of  2I.  17s.  4d» 
From  this  period  an  annual  audit  appears.  Pofiibly 
the  preceding  years  were  inferted  in  fcftnp  book  not 
now  extant.  , 

In  November,  1622,  Sir  George  Shirley,  Chief 
Juftice  of  the  King's  Bench,  appears  as  Tftafurcr  j 
Nicholas  Lowther,  Under -treafurer,  and  Gerald 
Aungier,  Penfioner.  Th«  feiiieral  items  and  termly 
ftatements  appear  in  the  Black  Book^  from  which 
two  years  have  been  extrafted,  and  appear  in  the 
1 1 8th,  and  fubfequent  pages  of  this  Uif^ory*     To 

re-iafert 
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rc-in&rt  fuch,  or  add  the  remaining  fix  years,  feem$ 
equally  improper.  Let  us^  however,  name  the  an» 
nual  officers  :•— 1635,  J^hn  Cheevers,  an  /{itcfrneyf 
Treafurer;  John  F^ris,  Sub-Treafurer  j  William 
Latham,  Penfioner.'  1624,  Henry  Andrews,  an 
Officer  of  the  King's  Bench;  Emanuel  Downing,  Sub* 
Treafurer;  John  PoUexfen,  Penfioner.  1625, 
Nathaniel  Catlyne,  Treafurer;  Henry  Bringhurft, 
Sub-Treafurer ;  John  Sibthorpe,  Penfioner.  1 626, 
Sir  Laurence  Parfons,  Baron  of  the  Exchequer, 
Trea&rer ;  Nicholas  Browne,  Sut>Treafurer ;  Fran- 
cis Mathcw,  Penfioner.  1627,  Sir  George 'Shirley, 
Chief  Juftice  of  the  ELing's  Bench,  Trpafurer; 
Wafhington  Reynolds,  Sub-Treafurer.;  the  Pen* 
fioner^s  name,  in  the  following  year  appears  to  be 
efiaced,  and  in  1628,  Sir  Richard  Bolton,  Chief 
Baron,  is  fl:ated  to  be  eleded  Treafurer,  and  to  have 
appointed  John  Cheevers,  Under  Treafurer.  TTie 
Receipts  in  this  year  were  59I.  os.  4d. — Difburfe- 
ments,  50I.  1 7s.  8d. — ^Balance,  81.  2s.  8d.  to  the 
houfe.  / 

Memorandum :  '^  That  at  a  Council  helde  at  the 
King's  Inns  the  28th  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of 
the  reigne  of  our  Soverayne  Lord,  King  Charles  L 
jlnno  Domini  J  1629,  Sir  Chriftopber  Sybthorpe, 
Knt.  his  Majefty's  Second  Juftice  of  his  Court  of 
King's  Bench,  was  elected  Treafurer  for  this  houfe, 
to  continue  unto  the  firft  day  of  the  next  Michael- 
mas Term.  Receipts,  2 4I.  13s.  4d. — Difburfements, 
27I.  OS.  4d. — ^Due  to  Accountant,  al.  7s. — Memo- 
randum :  That  at  a  Council  held  in  the  King's  Innes 

the 
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the  7th  day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  the  rdgnc  of 
our  SoveraigneXiOrd, King  Charles,  the  6th,  AnnoDo* 
minr,  1630,  Mr.  Baron  Lancelot  Lowther,  Efquicr, 
one  of  the  Barons  of  his  Majefty^s  Court  of  £x« 
chequer,  was  elefted  Treafurer  o£  the  houfc,  to  con» 
tinue  for  one  whole  year.**  N.  B.  The  firmer  a 
faithful  copf.  Receipts,  25I.  15s.  8d. — ^Difhurfcments, 
J7L  8s.  4d. — ^Due  to  thehoufe,  5I.  7s.  4x1. 

Memorandum :  That  at  a  Councill  held  in  the 
King's  Innes  the  I'lth  day  of  November,  in  the 
year  of  the  reigne  of  our  Soveraigne  Lord,  King 
Charles,  that  now  is,  of  Engl,  Scotl,  France, 
and  Ireland,  the  7th,  and  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
God,  163 1,  John  Philpot,*  Efq.  one  of  his  Majef- 

ty*$ 

f  Jolianntf  Phflpot,  Armlgery  nnai  Jufticiar.  Com.  "^wa^ 
9idm!flus  eft  in  Socletatcm  hujus  hofpitii  odavo  Sit  Maii\  Anap 
pomiaiy  1622. 

This  gentleman  was  aPten^ards  knigbtedy  and  died  in  165/^. 
He  was  an  Engltfhman  of  ancient  family »  and  filled  the  judi* 
cial  feat  with  talent  and  integrity  ;  his  name  maft  therefore  ap- 
pear refpcftablc  to  the  reviewers  of  juridical  hiftory,  and  ha» 
been  rendered  familiar,  in  our  tigic,  by  the  unrivalled  talents  of 
my  friend,  John  PhUpot  Currant  whbfc  eloquence  rcfemblcs  the 
great  Roman  in  that  clalfic  variety  which  enabled  both,  ^ufiis 
dare  novUatemy  oHfoleiu  nitoremf  phfcuru  iucem,  fafiiditis  graham* 
Such  were  my  remeOirbrance s,  and  I  have  merel]i:  anticipated  the 
intended  publication  to  hairtbe  eieyation  pf  a  perfon  ^xfbsm  I 
eonfider  at  my  oldeft  qjfoclate  in  the  Four  CourU  ;-«-w«  6at  our  jujt 
dinner  at  the  7emple  together,  and  were  called  on  the  fame  dsy  tj 
the  Irt/b  Bar,  Our  fituations  at  the  prefent  moment  are  differ- 
Cnt^  but  equally  awful-»he  diftributes  equity  to  fellow  fubje^* 

•  :;  •  whiia 
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ty.'s  Juftices  of  his  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  was 
clefted  Treafurer,  to  continue  for  one  wHole  year. 

Receipts,  31 1.  19s. — Difburfements,  37I.  13s.  5d. 
— Due  to  Tjieafurer,  5I.  14s.  5d.'r-More  received 
afterwards,  2I. 

Memorandum :  That  at  a  Gpuncil  held  at  the 
King's  Innes,  the  8th  day  of  November,  inthe?yearc 
of  the  reigne  of  our  Soveraigne  Lord,  Charles,  by 
the  grace  of  God,  King  of  England,  Scotland, 
France,  and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  &g. 

the 

whilft  I  am  exercifing  juftice  npoo  delinquent  Judges,  and  have 
been  told,  that  the  dread  of  my  promifed  pofthumous  R^m^no* 
branceshaa  already  revived  that  ancient  difeafe,  called  the  fiveat* 
ing  Jicine/s^  upon  certain  individuals.  Of  each  gtulty  wrejcb  I 
can  only  fay,  with  merited  coniemptf 

**  Rode,  caper,  vitem,  tamen  hie  cum  (labis  ad  aranif 
'    **  In  tua  quod,  Spargi,  Cornua  Poifit,  crit. 

Let  me  mention  another  Irifli  Judge,  (the  inUncUd  fucceff^r 
of  Piilfot,)  IVtUiam   Fletcher^  a   Reader  of  the  Inner  Tempie, 
SlrafiFord  oflFcrcd  the  judicial  vacancy  to  his  own  brother,  ^rho 
declined 'it;    he  then   recommended   Fletcher,    whom  Lord 
Keeper  Coventry  thus  4cfcribes  :  A  man  fveii  learned  in  his  prti" 
fejjiowt    ond  'Lery  honefl.     The   Chancellor  of  Ireland^  znd  the 
' Hifiorian  of  the  King's  Inns t  can  juftly  apply  fimilar  termg  to 
the  prtTcnt  refpcdlable  namcfake  of  that   old  Judge.     Thus, 
another  fnend  meets  merited  promotion,  and  if  more  aflbciates 
pf  mine  are  thought  of,  they  will  be  found  learned  and  humane^ 
hrave  and  upright ;  for  from  early  youth  I  thought  it  a  murder 
if  time  to  loiter  with  hloci^ads,  and  a  degradation  of  perfonai 
charaQer  to  form  a  fricndfliip  with  timefervers  or  tyrants^  hypo^ 
frites  or Jlaves^ 
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the*8tb,  and  in  ih^ye^e  of  our  Lord  God,  1632, 
Sir  Edward  Harrys,  Knt.  one  of  the  Juftices  6f  his 
Majefty's  Court  of  Chief  Pl?ice,  was  eleded  Treafu- 
rer  of  the  laid  houfe,  to  continue  for  one  whole 
year,  ^ 

« 

Receipts,  33I.  4s. — ^Difburfements,  27I.  los.  6d. 
3»-pBalance,  5!.  13s.  6d. 

Metnofandum :  At  a  Council  held  at  the  King's 
Innes  the  8th  day  of  NovenAer,  1633,  and  in  the 
ninth  yeere  of  his  Made's  re^ne,  that  now  isj 
Sir  Samuel  Mayart,  Knt.  one  of  the  Juftices  of  his 
Mats.  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  was  eled:ed 
Treaforer  of  this  houfe,  to  o:)iui&ue^  for  one  whole 
year. 

Receipts,  106I,  iis.  i  od.-— Dlfburiements,  62tf 
13s.  5d» — Balance,.  48L  i8s«  jd.-— and  iL  (incere« 
ceived. 

Memorandum  ?  That  at  a  Council  helde  at  the 
King^s.  Inns,  the  7th  day  of  November,  1 634,  and 
in  the  tenth  yetre  of  the  reigae  of  our  Sovaraigne 
I»rd,  Kmg  Charles,  Hugh  CrefTye^  lESq.  one  of  the 
Juftices  of  his  Maties  Court  of  Chief  Place,  was 
elefted  Treafurer  of  this  houfe,  to  continue  for  one 
whole  yearCf 

Receipts,  74L  nu.  9d.-*Diiburrements,  67 W 
l^,  nd, — Balance,  61. 12s.  lodt 

Memo* 
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Memorandum :  That  at  a  CounfeU  held  at  the 
King's  Innes,  the  13th  day  of  November^  1635, 
and  m  the  nth  year  of  the  reigne  of  our  Sovaraigne 
l.ord,  King  Charles,  James  Barry,  Efq.  Second 
Baron  of  bis  Majefty's  Court  of  Exchequer,  was 
elefled  Titefiirer  of  this  houfe,  to  continue  for  one 
whole  year« 

Receipts,  Sol.  1 5S."^Difl)ttrfementS9  58L3s.6d. 
«— Balance,  ad.  ixs.  6d, 

Barry  was  young  In  ofEce,  and  had  not  fufficiently 
birdened  his  front  with  judicial  bypocrify  ot  pre- 
fumption,  he  therefore  promptly  and  ^iioaeftly  paid> 
oirer  his  balance, to  Sir  Maurice  Euftaoe,  the  fuc« 
c^eding-Treafurer;  but  when  that  crafty  timefeprer 
publiihed  the  Cc^  of  Tenuresy  and  dedicated  the  cor^- 
rtipted  and  venal  page,  to  Strafford,  courtly  connex* 
ions  encreaied,  and  he  became  a  Cajilefpy^  and  back'- 
neyed  remembrancer  in  the  Four  Courts.  An  interefU 
ed  abandonment  of  bis  Sotereign  explained  repub* 
lican  myjietiesj  and  finaUy  led  him  to  King's  Innsfvatid 
and  plumler.  The  above  Receipts  and  Dilburfe- 
ments  are  entered  in  Englifh,  .  but  the  Balances  in 
Latin,  thus  :  Jic  temanet  fuper  ipfum  cowputantem. 

Sir  Maurice  Euftace,  Ryves,  Donnellan^  and 
Hilton,  are  to  be  found  in  page  157,  &c.  of  this 
compilation  4  the  republican  Treafurers  are  alfo 
Sientione^  After  the ,  reftoration  they  were  fome- 
timcs  re-ele£ted.  Their  motive  appears  pretty  plain 
from  Sanirfs  and  .AJian^s  conduft,  as  well  as  otbex:^ 

Treafurers 
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Treafcrcrs  alluded  tOy  but  not  named.     Several  affed 
with  great  diftnterejiednefi  and  integrity^  though  poffi-*' 
bly  too  great  a  complaifance  appears  in  ktti/^  the 
grmmdy  a  praftice  which  muft  ever  continue,  until 
men  are  /worn.     Scattered  accounts  appear  during- 
Charles  IPs  reign^  but  none  during  Jameif  s  or  Wil- 
Kam*s.     Whenever  the  annual  ele£tion  of  a  Trea- 
furer  was  mentioned,  after  the  lad  revival,  like  all 
other  legal  mfinterpretdtionsj  it  was  admitted  to  be  the 
fradice  of  Englandy  and  fit  for  that  country,  but  nk 
fuited  to  Ireland. 

Had  not  the  Under  Treafurer  been  a  dependaat 
of  Chancellor  Bowesy  the  annual  rent  wouM  have 
been  talked  of,  or  if  the  circumftance  efcaped,  it- 
was,  no  doubt,  accumulating  to  uphold  a  revivalm^ 
But  even  a  greater  mifchief  often  arifes  from  pre- 
tended reform  j — fchemes  are  varied,  whilft .  prin- 
.ciples  continue.     Aimoft  every  other  year,  within 
my  experience,  has  produced  fome  device,  more.ra^. 
prehenfible  than  the  former,  to  which  nothing  has 
contributed  more  efFeftually,  than  permitting  per- 
fons  to  interpofe  their  feelings  as  a  /creen  againfl  re^. 
gularity    and  hone/ly :    thus,  whilft  one  accoum  is 
publilhing,  another  is  preparing  for  exhibition.    Let 
us,  however,  folemnize  thefe  fafts,  that  the  King's 
Inns  Society  was  defrauded  by  the  Treafurerfliip  of 
Lord  Chancellor  Bowes,  of  925  il.  17s.  6d.— rond* 
that  a  fuit  is  now  on  foot  on  a  fimilar  gf  ound. 

■ 

<*  A  Council  holden  in  the  King's. Inile,  the  24th 
of  ]une>  lepa^  it  is  ordered,  **  That  Robm  Ly- 

nacre. 
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^acfe,  at  his  humble  fuit,  preferred  to  the  Bench 
this  day,  fhall  be  eftabliihed  in  the  office  of  Steward* 
of  the  King^s  Inne**' 

**  A  Council  holdai  in  the  King's  Inns  the  feven 
and  twentyeth  day  of  January,  Anno  Domini,  1620^ 
We  have  thought  fit  to  entertain  Hugh  Weft  into 
the  place  of  Steward  in  the  King's  Inne>  and  to  re- 
ceive the  like  wages,  and  other  allowances,  as  th& 
late  Steward,  Robert  Lynacre,  deceafed,  hath  done 
in  the  faid  place  and  office  of  Steward  and  Cooke:'* 

^^  A  Council  holden  at  the  King'«  Inne  the  iixth 
day  o(  July,  Anno  Domini,  162a, — 

*'  It  is  agreed  and  ordered.  That  Thomas  Hu- 
leatt  be  Steward  in  this  houfe  from  henceforth,  in 
the  place  of  Hugh  Wejt^  and  that  the  faid  Thomas 
ihall  have  and  receive  fuch  wages,  and  other  allow- 
ances, as  is  allowed  unto  the  faid  Weft,  or  any 
Steward  heretqfore.^^ 

It  is  not  aFcertained,  whether  the  preceding  ap- 
pointment took  place  on  the  death  or  removal  of 
Weft,  but  from  the  words  any  Steivard  heretofore^ 
it  plainly  appears,  that  Conuuons  were  held  long 
previous  to  1 607,  at  the  Kin^s  Innsj  and  we  had 
evidence  thereof  in  the  divifion  of  chambers,  by  a 
reference  t0  perfons  who  occupied  them  previous  to 
the  civil  wars  under  ^een  Elifabetb*  Our  next 
mode  of  afcertaining  the  fucceflion  is  by  a  payment 
to  Mn  John  Grafon,  as  Steward,  in  Hilary  Term, 

1628 — 9, 
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i6a8-*-99  lA  tbe accouQts  for  that  Term;  but  no 
tate  for  Grajbn^s  appomtinent  appears  on  the  books. 
A  fimilar  fingularity  attends  bis  fiiccefibt,  Afr. 
Maude,  whofe  fituation  is  only  evidenced  by  the 
petidon  of  Randal  Beckett  to  fucceed  upon  the  death 
of  die  Steward  Maude. 

Eecket^^s  appointment  runs  m  the  foIIowiBg^ 
wordfri— 

**  We  are  pleafed  to  grant  the  petitioner  his  fe* 
quefly  and  do  hereby  eled  and  admit  him  to  be  our 
Steward  in  the  Inns,  and  do  require  him  to  make 
proviiion  againft  the  next  Term.  Dated  this  twent7<« 
third  day  of  July,  1633,  Anno  CaroU  Regis  wmo.^^ 

The  preceding  Stewards  a6led  in  the  double  ca- 
pacity of  Steward  and  Cook,  and  had  no  imerfe* 
reace  with  the  moneyed  concerns  of  the  Society^  they 
were  iber^kTefakhfuIy  humble^  and  bmeft^  But  the 
King^s  Inns  adminiftration  began  to  exhibit  a  new 
fcenery :  A  corrupt  and  tyrannical  Government  ne- 
ceffmly  protected  cruel  and  perjured  ^ttdges^  and 
thefe  mmifters  of  juftice  fcreened  from  a  luft  for  pa-^ 
tronage,  or  fimilitude  of  fentiment^  fulwrdinate  mi^ 
Tuons  and  plunderer t.  The  legal  profeffion  difdained  to 
fupply  difinterefted  annual  Under  Trcafurers  and 
Penfioners,  or  to  aA  under  Strqff^rdian  innervation  as 
inferior,  and  not  co-ordinate  minifters,  Veither  the 
Cajile  nor  Kin^s  Inns  junto  were  difpkafed  at  this  dig- 
nified retreat,  whereby  places  were  united  and  di- 
seated  to  peribnal  profit ;  and  above  all,  future  ac« 

compts 
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totdpti  wrapt  in  thyfterious  concealment,'  of  ihanag-^ 
ed  by  a  pliant  Government  Gommittee. 

■» 
Becket  foori  afliimefl  an  aaivity  fuited  to  hisprf- 
rate  views,  and  the  new  order  of  things.     He  ob- 
tained 2^  leafe  of  King's  Inns  ground,  fufficienilj  fpa^ 
cious  to  erdct  thSrcon  an  houfe;  wUh  a  garden;   thus, 
forming  a  city  rural  tetre^tj  whith  firtuVe  itrfprove- 
ments  may  change  into  permanent  ground  r^nts.    The 
Pen/tons  and  Caji  Commons  formed  a  fpecies  of  cafual 
revehuej  which  may  be  eitHdfr  coriipounded  for^  dr 
received  iii  full,  airid  in  e!t/xr  cafe  prudently  fupprejfed. 
In  a  mixed  career  of  open  impudence  or  concealed  frauds 
this  man  moved,  until  June,   1640.'   The  political 
horiaron  portt^ndecJ  ah  awful  change,  and  Straffbtd*s 
power  feemed  on  the  wane.     This  pfofpeft  probably 
emboldened  a  King's  Inns  oppofition  to  infpeft  with 
becoming  sTccuracy  Becketl^s  accounts,  and  general 
official  deportment.     He  flood  conv^fted  of  ai  fraud 
in  an  alleged  exchange  of  light  gofrf,  with  the  added 
tiifenefs  of  paWnmg  the  Society^S  plate; 

Ari  fnimediate  removal  took  place,  arid  on  the 
third  of  July,  1640,  Thomas  Bringhurft  fucceeded. 
the  dcliriqueht.  as  Steward,  Under  Treafurer,*  or 
iS;inefchal  of  the  King^s  Iwis  liberty.  The  mlfcon- 
duck  of  an  extern,  probably  led  .the  Society  to. re- 
turn  to'  the  exj;loded  mode,  and  appoint  a  Member 
of  their  body  (when  fucha  perfon  could  be  found) 
as  receiver  of  ihtir  rents  and  duties.  Nor  was  any 
/neafiire  fo  likely  to  fecure  a'faithful  performance  of 
MiC  trul,  for  profedional  fituatioa  hung  upon  itj 

B  b  whercasj 
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VfbetesiZ^  the  fraudulent  extern  could  hide  his  guilty 
head  irom  the  legal  tribe,  and  move  in  a  different 
fphere,  with  the  reputation  of  z/martj  knowing  fel^ 
hw^  in  having  fuccefsfully  cheated  all  the  Judges^ 
Barriftersj  and  Aitomks^  in  ibe  ffland. 

m 

Mr.  Bringhurfl  \^'as  an  Attorney  of  fome  ftand- 
.ing,  and,  I  doubt  not,  of  correct  charader.;  for 
reformers  abandon  their  permanent  intereft,  or  the 
final  bearings  of  public  opinion,-  if  they  do  not 
moil  carefully  attend  to  propet  perfons  in  the  room 
of  difplaced  criminals.  Thus,  m  fuch  a  period,  a 
legal  genius 9  and  tried  patriot^  (ho^ld  fucceed  ^  judicial 
il9ckhmdf  or  knave j  and  a  man  of  kmrum  honefiy^  a 
defaulting  auountant.  The  new  Steward^  or  Under 
Treafurer's  entry  is : 

^^  Thomas  Bringhurft,  Generofus,  admifTus  e(l 
in  Societatem  hujus  hofpitii  ofhiva  decimd  die  Juniiy- 
1632,  et  foltit  decern^  folidos.'*  This  gentlemaiv 
vaniihed  with  the  Irifh  Conditution  in  the  approach- 
ing  troubles  of  1 640 ;  nor  can  I  trace  his  exidence 
further,  but  prefume  him  to  be  a  Connanght  man, 
as  a  Mr.  Henry  Bringhurft  of  Kilkeran,  in  the 
County  of  Mayo,  was  a  witnefs  on  the  trial  of  fhe 
unfortunate  Peer  who  bore  that  title. 

In  1 656,  the  Commons  re-commenced,  and,  can 
the  reader  believe  it,  on  the  2yth  rf November^  ^657, 
the  unblujhing  Becket  appears  to  have  afted  in  the  in- 
tervening time  as  Under  Treafarer,  and  was  fo  con- 
tinued by  the  mild  and  modcji  Corbett.  The  union  of 
thefe  fmgular  charadleri  was  cemented  by  that  fym- 
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^atliy  of  fentlment  which  enabled  them  to  bury  m 
a  pleafing  and  profitable  oblivion,  every  proper  re* 
gard  due  to  their  King  or  Country*  "  We  eveil 
find,  that  on  the  twenty-third  of  November,  1657, 
William  Becket,  Efq.  was  admitted  into  the  King's 
Inns  Society  as  a  Barrifter,  but  the  Reftoration 
blafled  RandaKs  official  hopes  for  ever.'*  That  awful 
event  led  Corbett  to  Tybutn,  and  buried  his  aflbciate 
in  original  obfcurity%  • 

Yet  in  1678,  his  fon  WiUiam,  modeftly  ptHys  for 
a  leafe  in  rever/ion,  for  fixty-one  years,  tb  com- 
mence after  the  expiration  of  his  father's  fubfifting 
leafe  for  eighty-one  years.  The  Bench^  on  the  i^th 
of  November,  1678,  "  granted  the  reverfionary  be- 
nefit at  five  pounds  annual  rent."  Fy  fuch  conniv- 
ance or  corruption,  the  heir  of  ^  convi&ed  and  guiltf 
Utider-Treafuret  obtained  the  continuance  of  his  leafe 
to  the  year  1778;  and  what  is  ftill  more  furprifing; 
there  appears  no  trace  of  the  inheritance,  at  that 
time,  falling  in,  and  adding  to  the  Society^s  in-: 
come* 

Under-Treafiirers  can  only  attraft  public  notice, 
of  emerge  beyond  the  circle  of  the  Society,  by  for- 
wardnefs  and  vice*  V7e  are  not,  however,  warranted 
to  pafs  even  fuch  perfons  without  animadverfion,  left 
impunity  may  add  to  the  contagion  of  bad  example. 
The  reader  will  find  hirafelf  confoled  for  the  infamy 
of  Becket  and  Feldoji^  by  feveral  proper  perfons  who 
filled  that  flation.  A  Mr.  Thomas  Crow  was  ap- 
pointed firft  during  the  Ufurpation  to  aflift  Becket, 
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ind  enjoyed,  after  the  Reftoratioii,  the  full  profit^/ 
•to  him  fucceeded,  in  1663,  Thomas  Wale,  of 
whom  I  cannot  give  a  better  charaftef,  than  that 
the  father  of  Deain  Swift  did  "bufmefs  with  him,  and 
was  his  friend.  Mf.  S.wift  has-  been  removed, 
by  the  merit  of  his  fon,  into  the  body  of  this  Work, 
and  illiiftrates,  by  that  information,  even  the  colla- 
teral benefit  which  mull  hav6  f  efutted  frodi  an  earlirf 
prinicd  Account  of  the  King's  InrU. 

On  the  25th  of  April,  1667,  Mr.  Stephen  Pilk-' 
ington   fucceeded  Mr.  Jonathan  Swift,    deceased. 
Thi^  mdn  has  not  emcrged]by  knavery  or  vice  from  the 
fobef  fhade  fuited  to  his  ftation,  and  prefumed integrity : 
his^name  docs  not  even  appear  on  the  books  as  an 
Attorney.     I  find  that  the  Steward  or  Under-Trea-- 
furer  always  wore  a  gowii  wtihitt  the  Inns^  or  ivbiljl  on 
official  duty.     Three  pounds  i^  charged  iiS  the  ac- 
counts to  the  Society,  as  the  appearance  was  to  up- 
hold the  Jiation^  and  not  petfofial  inanity.     Such  was 
and  is  the  praffice  in  England ;  the  revival,  tlierefdre, 
.  of-tMs  Ttarional  fymn^etry  ought  to  fake  place,  but,  as 
in  the  preceding  period,  he  paid  for  out  of  the  Socicl/ 
funds* 

A  Mr.  John  Abbott  filled  this  fituation  iii  1681  ; 
he  even  got  a  leafe,  nearly  in  perpetuity,  and  fince 
re-leafed  to  his  family  on  Gedrge's-hill.  I  have  not 
traced  any  official  impropriety,  and  am  indifpofcd  to 
cenfure  him  for  accepting  a  benefit  where  he  was  not 
the  trtiftecrf    Befides,  his  being  removed  under  King 

James 
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James  fhews,  that  he  was  no  temj^rijer^  hut  mpft  pro- 
J^ably  a  confcieniious  Ptptejlant^  and  Jincere  patriot.    - 

To  Abbott  fucceeded  Peter  Reilly,  an  Attorney, 
;hen  Deputy  to  his  brother  Irogh,  Clerk  of  the  Pri- 
vy Council,  and  after  tl\p  ^bdipation.  Chancellor  to 
James.  The  principal  caufe  of  the  meeting  on  th/j 
J  5th  of  February,  1 68.7 — 8,  is  faid  to  be  for  his  elec- 
tion. He  retreated  with.his  brother  to  France,  and 
•  .  ■  *  ■■ 

left  the  ftation  open  for  any  fucceffor. 

On  the  1 5th  of  June,  1 69 1 ,  IRichard  Darling  was 
elected  Steward,  arid  to  ferve  the  Society  as  fuch. 
Thus  the  King's  Inns  underwent  a  purgation,  eyea 
before  the  battle  ^f  /Ighrim^  pr  furrend^r  of  LimerUk. 
The  rjcader  will  find  this  gentleman  in  Kin^s  State  of 
the  Prpteftants,  /^^^  290^  certi^ing  an  Ad  of  Parity 
ament  in  the  following  terths : '  Cofia  vera.     Richard 
Darlings  Cleric,  in  Oj/ic/  Mri.    Rot.      He  continu- 
icd  in  office  until  the  i^hof  March,  1703 — 4,  when 
Jofeph  Alhbury,  "Gent.  (Purfe-jiearer  to  Sir  Richard 
Cox)  w^s  elected  to  faid  opSce  with  ajl  the  fees,  per- 
quifites,  profits  and  advantages  th/sreof^  during  pleor 
fare  ;  and  Richard  Darling  is  required,  with  all  con- 
venient  fpeed,  to  give  A.flibury  poflTeffion  of  the  houfe 
and  garden  with  the  appurtenances  j  and  all  fumi- 
turei  utenfils,  books,  records,  and  papers  thereun- 
to, or  unto  the  faid  office  iJelonging^ 

A(hbviry  was  a  protected  minion  and  difhoneft 
^ool  of  Sir  Richard  Cox  ;  orderiB  are  tneref ore  re- 
peated to  enforce  payment  -oi  Penjimis  and  Caji  Com^ 
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mm  from  Members,  but  none  on  the  Under  Trea/U^ 
rer  to  fumljh  bis  own  accounts^  whereby  the  ufual 
meafure  of  King^s  Inns  fraud  continued,  and  the  (e- 
condary  knave  remained  in  ofEce  imtil  the  final  re^ 
moral  of  his  diihon^fltpatron. 

* 
ITius,  on  the  3d  of   March;    171 5,   Richard 

Blair,  Gent,  is  appointed  in  thje  room  of  Jofeph 

Aflibury,  Gent.     The  order  is  a  literal  tranfcript  of 

the  formen     The  mind  feels  fome  partial  relief  in  a 

tranfitipn  from  forward,  fcheming,  or  diftioneft  cha- 

rafters,  to  perfons  pf  lettered  habits,  polilhed  man-^ 

ners,  and  unblemifhed  name — ^fuch  moll  ^ertainly^ 

was  Blair's  fucceflbn 

We  find,  that  on  the  5th  of  February,  172/, 
Mr,  ITiomas  Elrington  is  appointed^  and  as  the  or^ 
^er  requires  Richard  Blair^  late  Steward^  to  furren^, 
der  in  the  ufual  form^  we  have  evidence  that  Blair 
was.  turned  out  for  ferfonal  jll  manners^  or  officiat 
dijhonejiy.  I  cannot  tjc^cf  whether  Mr«  Elrington 
belonged  to  the  legal  body,  for  no  AttDrcey  appears 
entered  on  the  Black  Book  of  Admiflions  from  the 
death  of  Charles  II. ;  naoft  probably  they  were  con- 
tahied  in  a  different  roll,  as  has  been  the  cuilom  for 
the  laft  Century,  but  fuch  Kft  never  fell  into  my. 
hands*  Whatever  fituation  or  connexion  led  to  the 
appointment,  regularity,  integrity,  and  order,  feem 
to  mark  his  official  continuance. 

Mr.  Elrington  promptly  and  honeftly  propofed 
\o  accept  four  Mliogs  and  fix-pence  ead^  Tern 

for 
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for  Ciiji  Canmons^  and  xonfinedie  charge  to  Praaiti- 
mcrs.  Such  moderation  and  integrity  marked  rhe  pre- 
ceding meafure,  as  form  an  irrejiftible  prorf  that  xn 
the  colleftion  oi pen/tons  and  rent's  he  was  faithful  and 
incorrupt.  Whilft  official  ftatipn^  as  arbiter  elegantia^ 
rum  to  the  Vice^regal  court,  and  theatric  taft^ 
equally  fatisfy  us,  that  interior  management  was  de- 
cordus  and  correfl*  Commons  did  not  I6|3g  fqrviye 
Mr.  £lrington,  whofe  death  is  thus  announced  in  th^ 
London  Magazine  for  the  year  1732,  and  montli  of 
July :  ."  Mr.  Thomas  Elrington,  Deputy  Mnfter  of 
the  Revets  J  Steward  cf  the  binsj  and  Chief  of  his 
Majefty's  Company  of  Comedians  in  Ireland.'^^  From 
the  official  pofition  and  profeffion  of  Mr.  Elringto^^ 
we  may  prefume  that  exterior  poiifh  and  pleafantry 
of  manner  diftingui&ed  the  Steward  or  Under-Trear 
furer,  though  gracelefs  gravity  might  mark  a  majo- 
rity of  his  employer^.  Even  this  appearance  is  often 
aflumed,  and  particularly  among  the  legal  tribe; 
This  exterior*  myftery  of  the  body  does  not  merely 
cover,  according  to  Rochefau^aultj  the  interior  defeds 
of  the  mind,  but  often  leads  to  profdfliQnal  bnfinefS| 
and  official  rank.  If  a  buft  be  affixed  to  theNew  King's 
Inns,  the  likehefs  fhould  not  be  taken  from  a  head  of 
genius,  but  a  brow  of  fomnolent  duUnefs,  and  hol- 
low hypocrify.  Pope's  juft  and  lively  ridicule  was 
not  confined  to  the  Temple,  but  often  tranfplanted 
to  the  Hibernian  fliore,  where 

**  The  King's  Inos,  late  two  brother  Benchers  Taw* 
«  Who  deem'd  each  other,  oracksof  Law; 
•*  When  met  together*  thefe  congenial  fouls, 
f*  One  luird  th' Exchequer,  and  one  ftunn'd  the  Rolls ; 

"  Each 
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/«  Eich  had  a^  gravity  would,  make  you  fpHt, 
?•  And  flifjpk  his  head  stt  Curran  as  a  wit. 
/    .»*.Twas„  Sir,  your  Law,  and,  Si r»  your  Eloquence, 
V«  Ypur's  Burgh's m^umar,  and  ypur*s  Yelvtrtonsi^? 

< 

By  a  prevalence  of  the  preceding  opinion,  Camdea 
Ivas  piniiig  in  brieflefs  poverty  through  Weftnjiafter, 
and  feemed  to  deferye  it,  for  being  able  to  illumjr 
Yi^te  irnd  illu(!rate  a  legal  report  by  fin  dppofite  quo- 
tation froip  Lucan.   What  a  diiierent  fate  ^wailed 
Ji'vain^  prefumptuOus,  illiterate  Chancery  Pradlifer 
on  that  f;iim6i\s  ground !    Ireland  alio  can  proMduce 
its  legal  phoqnomenon.;r-A  pifin  has  enjoyed  full 
bufinefs,  '^n^  became  incompetent  \yhep  on  the 
Beiich,  for* a  very  obvious  rcajon :  he  poflcfled  grea^ 
natural   fegacity,    ahd   a  .mod  retentive  memory, 
Without  lett'erec}  babitsj  of  legal  je^rning.    Such  a 
poiitioh  can  only '  make  a  furface  judge^    General 
praclicf  prpcTutks '  intenfe  reading,  anlef§  that  pre- 
cious iloreis  accumulated  at  an  early  period,  or  in 
ii  fe^ifon  of  teifure,  t|)e  legal  code  vvill.  nyver  be  rcr 
viewva    with    j^nergetic  r  accuracy,  ^  or    inftiiifiivQ 
ftreiigthj      Government  m^y  as  well  hope  for  ^ 
^j&  bqavc  of  Linmus^  from  the  noify  toil  of  a  pefth 
ffid  hwriar,  as  a  judicial  Hule  or  Somas ^  from  peffops 

poufihed  lb  the  preceding  habits*      • 

<    .  ,  >  ..  •  »     • 

I 

In  1^32,  ^ohn  Smith  wa^  appointed  in  the  room 
of  Mr.  Elriugton  ;  he  refigned  after  a  continuance 
of  four  Terms,  und  had  intereft  fufficient  to  obtain 
H  premium  of  70I.  This  gentlemarf  was  thenap- 
Pointe4  Clcrk^  or  Regifterj  to  Solicitor  General 
•  '■■'■'.'■'  Boyes, 


* 
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Sbwes,  was  afterwards  hh  Secretary,  and  a  private 
favourite  with  that  bafe  man.  All  Bowes's  depen* 
dants  governed  hiih  with.Tingular  impudence^  and 
\n  many  memorable  inf^ces,  for  they  weH^  the 
prefumed  aifociates  of  his  perfooal  or  Judicial  crin&eSy 
and  were  thereby  enabled  at  a  mntent  to  deprive,  by 
djfcovery,  their  wretched  patron  of  liberty  and  lifif 
In  J 7 34,  WiUiartxBatteiy  tilled  the  office;  he  was 
^n  officer  in  the  Goiirt  of  Exchequer^  and  therefore 
in^y  be  pr^umed  Xo  be  ap  Attorney. 


.* 


In  1739,  Mathias  Reily  fucceeded  Mr.  Battely. 
This  man  had  been  Clerk  in  faid  office,  and  indulgl 
ed  the  laudable  ambition  of  leaving  nfeful  inerabriaby 
;^nd  arrangiojg  the  irregular  br  imperfed:  records  of  ^ 
the  ^otikiy^  Had  finiilar  iodoflry  marked  'preced- 
ing officers,  N  the  King's  Inns  concerns  would  at  lead 
be  eafily  explored^  and  ready  for  publication  at  all 
tim^§. 

Michaelmas  Term,  1752,  John  Robinfon  became 

Steward,  or  Under  Tteafdfer,  and  had  an  order  to 

*  ■ 

get  the  garden  and  houfe  at  the  King^s  Inns,  ufually 
belonging  t0  that  officer.  This'  man  will  be  pret 
fented  to  our  view  oh  the  fecond  revival  in  1^89, 
upon  ;he  death  of '^  Lord  Liffiird* 

•♦         •  ■  *         ' '  . 

The  r^ad^r  will  (I  f  ruft)  conceive  it  proper  to  have 
inferted  the  preceding  account,  as  of  double  ufe,-  for 
whilft  the  ancient  Hiftdry  is  thereby  correftly  clofed, 
an  dfefiii  precedAl  ifor  future  guidance  beconies  en- 
rolled.  The  Societv  will  be  enabled  by  a  reference 
'         '  '  thereto 
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tfacreCo  ta  onire  paft  expeiieimre  wkh  exifting  wifr 
jdom,  and  direft  e\ery  future  Under  Treafurer,  ia 
vhat  naaimer  to  conduA  himfeU;  So  a$  to  merit 
public  and  pnofefllooal  refpedt  by  ferfmal  modeftfy 
becoming  politenefsy  and  official  integrity.    Such  man- 
ners vriU  elevate  the  fituation  beyond  its^  nacurai 
tank ;  a.  circumftance  proper  at  all  tini^Sy  but  indif- 
peoiible  at  the  prefent  moment,  when  by  a  ftanding 
nile,  (in  my  opinion  a  moft  improper  one)  that 
ofEcer  cannot  be  a  member;  wei^  that  cafe  homrever 
ptherwife,  his  line  of  talent  or  ftation  muft  be  tx^ 
tremcly  fubordinate^  and  diiabte  him  from  indulg- 
ing axiy  material  interference  or  perfonal  prefump^ 
(jcm  in  King's  Inns  concerns.     Mean  time  nuld 
'manners^  and .  unjafTuming.  hpnefty  wjlfe  be  always 
attsoded  io  by  eniightened  foeoy  axuh'probably  con* 
Area  fuch  Uader  Tscafuner  by  a  reffdur  annual  n- 
tie^m  in  the  place  fm  life. 

There  would  be  an  apparent  want  of  gratitude 
after  the  ufe  which  it  has  a&)rded  me.  if  1  did  not 

•      •  ♦  *  w 

giye  a  few  qxtrads  from  tha  B^agk  Book.  Tbey 
m^y  illudra^  by  comparifon,  the  relative  prices  of 
articles^  at  that  tiiqe  and  in  om  days  ^  or  exhibit 
minute  circumHanoes  of  interior-  management,  which 
mark  with  precifion  and  impartiality,  the  habits> 
pofitions,  and  prejudices  of  men  in  an  early  period, 
now  nearly  jGpifgotten,  pr  jioi  ^hpiroii^ly  under^ 
ftojpd*         . .  i 

Anno  1628,  Baron  Gerr^rd  Lowther  (after  C  J. 
Common  Pleas)  pays  '5I  fine  for  his  qharobers, 

Steward's 


Stetrard^s  Term  wag^Sy  il.  5s. — ^Butler's  il.^ — allx 
of  Candles^  Sd.-^In  Eafter^  1629^  two  board  clothe 
for  the  bench  table,  il.  i8s.  6hd. — ditto  for  the  bar 
table,  |.3S.-^In  7629,  ilates  were  tea  filillitigs  per 
thou^d. — ^Eader  Term,  1630,  Mr.  Serjeant 
Barry,  for  his  admittance,  2L  This  man  was  after- 
wards Lord  Santry,  a  native  of  Dublin,  fon  and 
hdr  to  Alderman  Barry,  member  for  that  city,  in 
the  parliament  of  i6ij^  and  pra^iced  for  many 
yeaifs,  yet  only  became  a  n?ember  of  the.King^s. 
Inn8,'oFfubmittfed  to  its  pjenfions  and  rules,  wheji, 
dignified  with  ofEcial  ftation^— He  was  however  aa 
a^ve  .  pUmn^  of  every  fi^bfequent  improper 
change.  ' 

ft 

Trinity  Term,  163P,  p^irchment  to  make  the 
p€n£k>n  rplfs  for  this  and  .the  laft  term  ia«  id^ 
I  onlj .  i%^  the  pFj^cediog  article  to  ihew  the  fimin 
litude  between  our  revived  Society,  ^d  the  Engliih 
Inns  of  Court.  T\jro  carpenters,  two  days  work, 
and  an  half  day,  7s.  ^dv^wla  Hilary  1.630,  paid 
the  players  for  the  grand  day,  2K  It  is  not  afcertain* 
ed  ^whether  this  was  for  mufic,  or  a  dramatic  ex? 
hibition;  I  (hould  rather  think  the  former:  Though 
England  had  its  Beaumont,  Fletcher,  Johfxfon,, 
Meffipger,  and  Sh^kelpeare  before  this  period. 
Ireland  had  no  theatre  until  1640,  ^lore  ancient 
(hews  were  difplayed  in  convents  or  temporary 
booths  ere£led  at  tournaments,  fairs,  and  marketer 
Hilary,  1631,  wine  and  fugar,  the  grand  day 
i6s.  6d.  the  mixture  qf  liquors  forms  a  tolerable 
proof  that  the  wines  of  Portugal  or  Guienne,  were 

not 
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i^t  tbm  much  in  ufe ;  indeed  the  trade  of  Ireland 
ky  principally  with  Spain  and  Italy. 

Hilary  Term,    1632,    on  Candlemas  Day  two 
quarts  of  fack,  two  quarts  of  claret,  two  quarts  of ' 
white  wine,  a  pound  of  fugaf,  oranges,  and  lemons^ 
7s.  On  this  ilem  I  may  borrow  an  obfervation  froni 
Johnfon  as  to  the  falary  given  to  the  Scots  Profeffor 
Boethius,  that  it  wo^ld  pu2;^le  a  modern  wine  mer-* 
chant  or  grocer,  to  divide  or  imagine  the  preceding 
prices.      Eafter  Term,    1633,   paid  the  Steward's 
wife,  for  wafhing  the  table  linen,  5s.— a  proof  of 
die  inferior  rank,  of  the  IJteward  $  hut  when  an  im- 
proved income  aflForded  a  fund  for  peculation,  per- 
fon^  of  a  fuperior  clafs  affumed  the  office,  and  finally 
jthe  profits  funk  into  his  t)r  th^  Treafurer's  pocket* 
Becket  came  into '  office  oa  the  28th  July, '  i^j j. 
For  mending  two  filver  bowls^  6s<~A  labourer  for 
tmo  flays,  IS.  (Sdfc       ' 

^         •  ft 

Hilary  Term,  1633—4,  for  .grand  day :  fugar^ 
^s. ;  two  lemons,  a  Jhilling ;  four  quarts  of  white 
wine,  two  (hillings ;  five '  quarts  of  claret,  2S.  6d.  j 
and  five  quarts  of  fack,  5s.  Auguft,  1634,  to 
the  Butler  for  his* fer vice  in  the  Parhofnent  iime^ 
1 6s."  8d. ;  to  the  Porter  for  the  fame,  i\.y  to  the 
Carpenter  for  buildiWtheft^ble,  il.  lis;  The  fta- 
bJe  v^^hich  was  erefting  in  the  lafl:  Term  would  coll 
better  than  one  hundred  guineas,  yet  poflibly  not 
five  Benchers  in  the  kingdom  knew  one  word  about 
that  matter  ;  even  this  publication  may  be  the  firft 
jfiotice  given  to  fome  of  them  about  it,  fd  fingularly 
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Concealed  or  unwarranted  are  many  proceeding?  of 
the  Society.  About  the  year  1634,  the  Porter,  Walter 
Lewes,  petkions  for  leave  to  admit  into  his'houfe  a 
Barbsr  ChirurgeoTiy  who  was  an  EngUJbmafij  and  a 
Proie/iant.  I^wes  gx)t  his  fituation  (I  prefume)  for 
enjoying  both  charafters,and  thought  no  other  perfon 
could  be  a  good'  neighbbiir,  or  fit  to  ihave  a  fapient 
judicial  head,  and  adorn  its  exterior.  Lewes's  pre- 
deceflbr  was  a  MileCan,  O^Brcnnan.  and  fo  entered 
on  the  books,  of  a  name  well  known  in  Irifli  an- 
nals,  and  refident  about  Caftle  Comber.  Michael- 
mas  Term,  1634,  for  a  bag  to  hold  the  money,*  • 
6d. ;  lo  table  cloths  for  the  grooms,  9s.  6d.  Can^ 
diemas  Term,  1634,  To  two  pound  and  an  half  of 
fugar  on  tl^  lad  grand  day,  five  fliillings.  This  wa» 
a  tremendous  fum  on  a  comparative  fcale  of  money 
with  our  tim^s.  If  a  knowledge  of  commerce  does 
not  accompany  the  rcader^s  judgment,  fludy  will 
engender  and  confirm  obftinacy  of  opinion.  Whilft 
finguiar  fads  or  obfolete  cuftoms  furnifli  to  the  philo- 
fophic  mind  political  conclufions,  and  in  that  man- 
ner contribute  to  national  wifdom  or  popular  con- 
tent, for  a  pound  and  an  half  of  fugar,  (in  the- 
year  1634)  5s.  6d.  A  proof  not  of  the  general- 
confumption,  even  among  higher  claffes,  but  of 
Its  great  fcarcity  through  the  nation. 

For  two  years  and  an  halPs  tt\^i  to  the  King,  in 
1634,  2I.  125.  6d.     As  I  do  not  fee,  in  the  rtioderu 
King's  Inns  accounts,  rents  regularly  paid  to  his 
Majefty,  nor  a  charge  for  its  purchafe,  the  circum-  • 
ftance  either  proves  a  general  irregularity  in  thofe  " 

printed 
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printed  ftatements,  or  that  the  Crown  has  been 
treated  like  the  Members  at  large.  For  a  box  to 
keep  the  houfe  writings  in,  (the  year  1634)  is.  A 
fufBcient  fecurity  in  ancient  times,  but  not  ufefully 
adequate  to  counteraft  modern  deviqes,  ot  in  an 
office  where'  a  permanent  placeman  could  fpeculate 
on  Society  money,  as  if  it  were  private  property. 

There  has  been  a  more  curious  ftrong  box  than 
the  preceding,  and  may  be  termed  Pandard^s  legal 
chejl^*   This  machine  had  three  diftinft  focks  and 
keys ;    ofte  was  delivered  to  each  feparate  Truftee* 
The  chefl:^  or  ftrong  box,  was  alfo  apparently  locked 
m  the  pi'efence  of  all  parties,  but  by  fome  leger  de 
mschi  ofie  key  only  was  turned  in  its  lock,  and  tbe 
ftrong  box  happened  to  be  in  that  perfon*s  keeping 
who  had  the  key ; — ^this  happened  in  a  weU-^knov^n 
kingdom^  and  ^mong  mefi  emphatically  termed  a 
Friendly  Society.     No  reafon  is  affigned  for  chang* 
ing  the  annual  accounts  in  1636,   from  iht  ufual 
mode,  Englijh  into  Latin :  but  whether  it  was  the 
tafte  of  the  writer,  or  a  loft  rule  of  the  Society, 
though  the  entries  and  grofs  fums  are  in  Latin,  the 
minute  items  are  in  Englifli.- 

On  the  2 2d  November,  1636;,  Treafurer  Baron 
Barry,  not  oftly  paid  his  balance,  but  gave  his  fuc- 
ccffor  a  gilt  bowl^  a  boXy  a  bundle  of  writings ;  yet 
fuch  is  the  chequered  fcenery  of  human  life,  that, 
'  thirty  years  after ^  in  i  (i6Ciy  he  ftands  convicted  of 
ojfcial  fraudy  and  died  without  reJUtxaioriy  or  probably 
repentance.    An  Fnglifh  entry  appears  thus  on  the 
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4th  of  Jtily^  1:636 1  Paid  to  the  herald  at  arms, 
(^Albon  Levereth)  for  the  book  of  admiffions,  i  oL — » 
Paid  to  the  Primet  (WilHaia  Bladen)  for  the  book 
-itfelf,  4L — On  the  25th  July,  1639,  for  repairing 
the  clefk's  feat  in  the  churchy  gs.-^This  must  be  in 
the  Society's  privstte  chapel,  for  the  feats  belonging 
to  them  In  Michan^s  church,  are  charged  in-  another' 
part  of  the  book;  poflibly  the  teafon  of  neglefHng 
an  occafional  attendance  at  the  parifh  place  of  wor** 
fliip,  flowed  from  having  a  private  chapel ;  but  now, 
&nd  1  mention  it  with  real  chagrin,  the  King's  IriAsi' 
Society  have  neither  fituatioji  to  exercife  religion 
in. 

la  1639,  ifre  find  two  coops  for  poultry,  charged 
In  the  account ;    Ornwnd  Market  was  then  thdf 
edate,  and  part  of  theKing^s  Inm  garden,  when  laid 
to  its  prefent  tife  after  the  reftoration }  its  original 
and  emphaticdl  name  ^as  NevD-^niarket  %  but  when 
the  river  was  quayed  in,  the  Viceroy's  name  ex- 
tended to  both.    About  the  year  1 634,  the  fummer 
houfes  were  new  built,    and  at  an    ex|)ence    of 
46L  6$.  3d.  it  thus  refembled  the  Temple  garden 
towards  the  river  j  and  Gray's  Inn, 'where  it  fronted 
Cuckothlane^   and  the  adjacent  villages   of  Grange 
Gorman^  ^nd  Glaffmainoge.  In  Hilary  Term,  1639-— 
40,  upon  Candlemas-day,  for  wine,  fugar,  lemons, 
and  oranges,  3I.  is.  This  was  a  grand  gala  according 
to  the  price  of  wines ;  and  further  bears  a  refem- 
blance  to  EngliOi  Inns  of  Court,  in  fome  of  which 
Candlema»  is  unibrmly  their  grand  day# 


On 
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On  the  sth  of.  IVfoy,    1640,  Bench  ComaioB? 
were  raifed  five  (hillings  per  week  above'  the  old 
charge^  and  it  was  then  alfo  ordered.  That  nd  officer 
of  the  court  fhall  have  his  fervant  in  CommonI, 
unlefs  their  majlers  be  in  Commoru^^vf^  fee  by  this  indtil- 
gerutywhuz  convenience  the  King's  Inns  afforded, 
and  the  extreme  difference  between  that  period  and 
the  prcfent.    In  Hilary  ternr,  16^6^  Pewter  was^ 
bought  at  4d.  per  lb.  a  labourer  is.  per  day,  a^  cat- 
penter  2$.  a  bricklayer  per  day  2S.  6d.  bricks  were 
ihen  ten  IhiUings  per  thoufand.    From  1640  to 
1656,". thfcre  remains  n6  trace  of  Tresrfurei^'s  accounts 
6r  Commons*;  yet  fome  entries  fliew  a  refidence  there, 
and  an  occafional  transfer  of  chambers.    A  Mr. 
Lewis  is  efiierdd  hi  1647.  Dcngan  is  dated  t6  rdide 
in  1648,  and 'be  the  only  furviving  Judge  in  the 
Court  of  King's  Bench.    William  Bafil,  the  repub^ 
lican  Attorney  General,  in  the  next  year  dbtains  ad- 
aaittance  and  Chambers, 

On  the  23d  Juhe,  1654,  «  William  OlbaMelloti, 
of  Hunmanby,  in  the  county  of  Yorke,  Efq.  fon 
and  heir  of  Sir  Richard  Ofbbaldeftbn,  Kiiight,-  late 
Attorney  General  of  Ireland,  is  admitted  into  the' 
Society,-  of  the  Innes  of  Courte,-  Dublin,*  and  hath 
payd  for  his  admittance,  fdr  the  ufe  of  the  faid 
Society,  the  fum  of  2I.  1 3*8.  4d.  On  the  26th  and 
27th  of  July,  in  the  fame  year,  Allen  a«id  Petty 
grace  the  books.  On  the  jfd  day  of  Auguft,  1654, 
Thomas  Birche  of  Gray*s  Inri,  is  admitted  as  a 
Barritler,  into  the  Society.  On  the  fecond  day  of 
O^ober,:  1654,  Thomas  Weft  of  Dublin^  Gent. 

'  in 


kiNG's   IKNS.  385 

in  Attorney  is  admitted  i  Tiiember,  on  the  payment 
of  the  ufual  fine ;  and  on  the  twentieth  of  Oftober^ 
1654,  Thebphilus  Eaton  of  Dublin,  Gent,  another 
Attorney,  >t$  admitted.  Here  the  entries  concfade, 
tnatil  the  deciar^  revival  before  ^mentiodted  j  thefe 
adniiiffions  are  ifi  EnglHh,. though  the  rule iva$  not 
then  altered ;  ;and  6ft  difierent  days  in  the  long 
vacation,  ail  nrefiftSi^le  proof  that  a  legal  msui  may 
01  may  not  at  the  £ime  'time  be  a  member  of  the 
Sing's  inns.  . 

In  Eafter  Terni,  1657,  tt^o  dhiper  table  cloths^ 
ind  foor  do2en  of  diaper  napkins,  eoft  7$^  6d. 
fifteen  yards  of  Holl&nd,  for  two  table  cloths, 
il.  7s.  6d« ;  in  our  time  the  Society  srms  have  been 
interwoveii  in .  the  table  linen ;  but  why  do  I  fty 
arms  ?  The  ancient  appear  almdji  deiaced  from  the 

*  *     .  •  i_        • 

hlack  Book,  yet  bear  evident  marks  cif  being  the 
Roytft  Aimsy  which  were  poffibly  grartted  by  the 
.munificent  donor  of  the  King's  Inm.  The  niotto 
feems  aifo  fimple,  but  extremely  appropriate,  and 
\7bat  pleafes  nie  moft;  irrefiftibly  expreffiVe  of  per- 
fonal  and  profeffional  gratitude-^the  words  wei^; 
bofptiii/fi  'Beps.  The  mddetix  fo«"gery,  as  welt  as 
the  motive  which  led  to  it,  mnft  foi«m  a  juft  fubjeft 
for  criticifm  in  the  third  ?art  of  this  Work:  and 
flijdl  riot  be  anticipated.  In  Estfter  Term,  1657, 
.paid  Mr.  Belllrigham,  gdWfmith,  for  plaite  article^^ 
liL  19s.  mdT^e  materials  to  araufe  the  fenficive 
•official  fingers  of  Under  TnfcarurerSjfdr  corrupt  Trea- 
ffitrers  flew  at  weightier  game.     Site  ofhoufesy  high 
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g^een  walks y^  patents  j   reverfionarj  grants^   iKdth  4 
general /weep  ^peribnal  property. 

For  a  lotig  cufliioii  for  the  ma^e  td  reft  upoRf 
d*  I  o6. :  thil  Aews  that  the  GhanceUoi^  not  only  dmed 
frequently  at  the  halU  btit  aUb,  ibme  times  in  the 
proper  regalia  of  official  digoky.  I  therefore  hope 
that  oor  prefent  worthy  Chancellor  will  revive  that 
iahitary  cuftom  v  his  prefenoe,  and  atiimating  ui&u^ 
ence  woirid  infufe  a  new  portion  of  health  iMto  the 
Sang^s  tnns  difordefed  frame;  he  may  alfo  rely  upon 
wy  bumble  but  unremitted  ajfiftance^  to  ^^  iiifonn  him 
ef  all  its  mtfmanagements^  foncealments^-  or  defeffs" 
Such  (hould  be  my  path,  when  t  a£b  for  the  intereft 
of  Ireland,  and  in  fupport  of  unftiakgrt  politiai 
frinciplesr 

Trinity  Term,  1657,  for  the  Gomnionwealth^s 
arms  in  the  hall,  61. ;  for  Lord  Henry  Cromweirs 
arms  in  the  book  and  admiflion  therein,  iil.  59. 
Until  thefe  few  years,  GAw"  Cromwell^  was  a  mote 
£sivourite  toaft-  in  this  country  with' a  certain  clafs,- 
than  our  Great  Deliverer.  Gallic  ctiaits  have 
taught  that  party  more  referva  **  Let  me  recbm- 
mend  them  to  take  legal  advice  before  they  gef 
drunk,  and  enquire  whethei^  it  is  not  a  rank  nufdef  . 
me/nor^  to  drink  the  memory  of  an  attainted  traitor." 
It  vi^s  landed  property  and  not  hereditary  gratitude, 
which  infpired  thi$  focial  glow.  Thus  Sylla  (an 
honefler  man)  fecured  a  retreat  among  the  aflbo- 
ates  of  his  crimes^  and  the  partakert  of  national 
plimder* 
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Michaelmas  Term,  1657,  removing  the  record 
prefles  of  Upper  Bench  and  Exchequer  to  the  Four 
Courts,  4!^  1 2s.— -an -hopeful  pofition  for  national 
muniments  or  records;  yet^he  prefent  enlighten^ 
ed  period  {lumbers  over  this  grfeat  national  objed.— * 
In  Hilary  Term  1657 — *»  ^^  fix  black  drinking  pots, 
pd. — a  fuScient  proof  of  the  fcarcity'  of  glafs.  Same 
Term  reiterates  the  care  of  the  poultry.  Mn  Oibald- 
eflone's  rent  4L  Society  ground  probably -brought 
him  QT^er,  for  his  father  could  not  J)e  -the  friend  or 
Prategi  of  Strafford,  without  feeling  an  appetite  to 
poflefs  the  property  of  ethers*  Diiburfements  <from. 
£after  Term^  ^^S9y  toEafter  Term,  1661,  fliew 
how  undifturbed  th^  Society  was  aqdd  fiirrouncUng 
troubles. 

Two  tons  of  cosds  il.  18s.  burned  in  the  Inns,  at 
meetings  in  December  and  January,  1659;  thefe 
were  confultations  to  plan  the  reftoration,  as  appears 
by  the  parties  who  met  in  that  fecret  manner,  and  ia 
ihe  vacation.  For  candles  for  the  laid  meetings^ 
IS*  6d. — ^In  Hilary  Term,  1662,  there  is  Nota  iene^ 
\tizi  the  Judges  were  not  in  Commons  that  Term. 
Many  Terms  could  I  recced  in  my  time,  with  a 
fimilar  remark.  Paid  for  wine  for  the  Chancellor 
and  Judges,  i:ontinuing  in  Hilary  Term,  \f6fa, — 3^ 
two  weeks  and  an  half  in  Commons,  4).  ^s*-  A 
note  is  to  be  given  of  aU  fuph  prafHcers  as  are  not 
of  this  Society — an  added  proof,  if  neceffary,  that 
King^s  Inns  Members^  and  tbe  ProfeSion  were  not 
fo-extoofiye. 

» 

C  c  2  Eafter 


SSS  llUtOHV  OF   TH£ 

Eafter  TeriQy  1^6^49  5^^  yards*  o£  paving,  *  at 
9Sa  6d.  ptx  yard*-— ^Eafter  Term,  1665^  Staples  and 
Loch  pu(  on  the  King^s  Bexich  Treaiury^  for  oca- 
];)ayment  c^  rcat,  17  th  November,  t663.-r 
^^  Orda^d,  That  no  fsimilies  remain  in  the  Chain- 
bers  of  the  Society,  aiid  if  any  be,,  that  they  remove 
knmediaiteiy/^  I  recoIle£b,  but  forget  the  page,,  ibu 
a  Mr.  Tynte,  y/ho  was  ^  refpeftable  man,  received 
a  mandate  to  quit  his  temporary  refidence  k  the 
Chamber  of  a  mpmber.-^Trinity  Ternj,  1665,  pwd 
)»ievtenant  i*aridgh  and:  Serjeant  Cook  for  quartm 
at  Sir  John  Stephens^  houfe  ia  this  Inns,  5L  4xk 
This  was  a  tolef^ably  foart  tax,'  and  by  ^  meremiii^ 
'  tary  (Irengthv  grounded  on  fome  ai^  of  ftate,  or 
ftar-chamber  de^reie ;  For  there  was  at  that  time  no 
Mutiny  Aft  in  either  {ungdom.  T  h^re  ^re  feveral 
Mferences  on  t|us  bijifiiiefe,  and  a  repkvia  of  the 
goods ;  but  the  wifdom  of  Goferpnient  fmotha«d 
the  bufinefj^  whereby  ancient  privil^e  was  rt^ 
ftored)  and  fK>  perfou  allowed  to  plunder  the  long'^ 
Inns,    except   ^    di^ffjfifd  mepbar^    or  cwfidfnUa\ 

i  ♦ 

The  Commons  continued  one  week  and  aa  half 
(hi$  Term,  a  pradice  not  very  intelligible,  nw  con- 
fpnant  to  English  praftice,  ^ortening  the  dinifig 
^riod  feemed  to  aniwer  one  JSang's  Inns  priociple, 
|t  threw  caft  Commons  upon  the  Members,  aad 
ihu^  extended  a  tax  by  fraudulent  mifmanagemenu 
Jn  Eaiter  Term,  1666,  paid  ^ady  Donnellan  by 
order,  il.  of  2  ill  June  preceding, — on  the  oppofec 
cage  this  is  charged  a  fccon^  tipie,  a  proof  of  the 
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Ti'eaQiiser-^  mean  )>ut  fyftematu;  knavery.  ' Bi^d^ 
ing  the  Black  Qook^  4s,  6d.— Hilary  Teem,  1667, 
415  yards  of  ps^viag^  at  4^,  per  yard.— Michaelmas 
Teim^  i668»  exchanging  fix  fijver  fpoons^  2ji*  Thus 
vanity  yras  acqairing  materials  for  official  i^qibezzle- 
mefit.  Same  Term,  a  ihed  fojr  fu^ze,  and  new 
coops  for  fowl,  ^1. ;  it  may  be  inferred  fronv  this 
entry  that  the  Society  ^akfd^  an^  reared^  or  at  le^ 
fattened  poultry. 

Michaelmas  Teriq,  ^670,  for  the  Steward  or 
Under  Treafurers  gown,  3!^  y^ry  fit  to  be  revived, 
as  pointing  out  fuch  officer  to  perfons  on  bufine(k« 
Four  tqjjs  of  coals,  3I.  is.  4d.— Trmity  Term,  1676, 
the  Porter's  gown,  3I.  1 5a.  We  fee  by  this  difer 
rence,  that  plainneik  &Quld  mark  ^  gentleman's 
drefs,  2^nd  tawdrineis  a  fervant's«  Baid;  JaoEtes 
Nixon,  4s.  gd.  whjt^h  he  paid  the  ^.ord  Lieutenwt's 
clerk,  for  feveral  copies  relating  to  Patrick  UJher^s 
pretences  in  t(?e  f^ing*s  Innsn  Modern  equity,  or  law 
bufinefs,  ha^  been  more  coftly  than  eyen  the  value 
of  money  comparatively  exhibits.  Hilary  Term, 
^^77>  ^  p^per  book  coO:  9$^ :  this,  among  others^ 
btt.  Eafter  Term,  1678,  to  the  I?orter^8  wife,  ta 
a  quarter's  wages,  for  nurfmg  t}ie  child,,  il.  los* 
I  find  that  this  foundling  was  called  Betty  Chijlers. 
Did  the  King's  Inns  continue  a  monaftery,  th^ 
Monks  would  be  more  dificreet  in  an  appellation. 

Let  me  here  clofe  fhe  Black  Bo(^,  ax>d  remark^ 
That  in  a  Bench  order,  the  writer  figni^  the  names* 
df  attending  members,,  whicli  appears  09  a  compa^^' 
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rifon  ef  dieir  fignatures  in  different  places ;  but  ai) 
irregularity  of  writing,  interlineation,  and  tradpo** 
fition,  marks  every  part  of  it— many  leaves  have 
been  loft— rit  ends  about  the  year  1729.  After  the 
/entries  of  1636^  the  fubfequent  page  prefents  thofe 
of  1674,  whiift  a  prior  and  intervening  period  oc-* 
cupies  the  remainderl  Thus,  the  reader  has  been 
prefented  with  what  is  obfcur^,  and  finular  a^ur 
racy  ihali  (I  trufl)  diflinguifh  the  fequel. 

There  are  two  or  thfee  other  books  of  the  Society 
which  underwent  my  perufal ;  as  they  are  not  in  my 
po&ffion,  memory  muft  be  relied  upon. — ^In  Mi- 
chaelmas Term,  17 14,  Government  (fuch  I  believe 
IS  the  word  of  entry)  dined  with  the  Society.  In 
Commons,  yfiuc  61.  At  the  fame  time  there  ap* 
pears  a  charge  for  bonfires,  and  aJfe  in  1706.  hi 
Bafter  Term,  1 7 1 5,  gentlemen  to  appe^  in  thdr 
gowns  on  circuit.  This  is  the  only  order  extant,  to 
recommend  or  enforce  fuch  change.  In  that  memo- 
rable moment  of  floating  opinions,  1782,  when 
every  fimilitude  with  England  was  hoped  for  or  est 
pe^ed,  a  provifion  to  fuch  effeft  was  looked  forf-r- 
The  late  lamented  Chief  Baron  Burgby  and  the  Se- 
cretary of  State,  Jiely  Huichinfon^  were  zealous  for 
the  adoption  j  each  had  (I  well  remember)  a  long 
convef farion  with  me  upon  the  fubjed.  The  reader 
will  not  be  fqrprifed  that  I  knew  no  Irilh  precedent, 
when  neither  the  eloquent  and  ambitious-  Burgby  nor 
t}ie  acconjpliJhe4  (ind  inqyififiv^  Hutcbinfony  mentioned 
the  above  entry ;  for  in  addition  to  their  perfonal 
wifhes^  they  merely  added,   that  to  their  certain' 

knowledge 
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IcnoWledge  the  alteradofi  would  be  ^reeable  to  si 
fjreat  ferfonages  whofe  wiih  it  was  that  the  Irljb  Bar 
(hould  refemble  the  Englijh  Body  in  every  refpeft — ^ 
fendment  fit  to  be  engfavea  upon  his  toinb»  and 
mef iting  perpetual  remembrarue  am&ng  Irifhmen* 


In  Trinity  Tenft,  171 5,  Reverend  Charles  Carr^ 
appointed  Chaplain.  In  Eafter  Teriri,  1716,  Charles 
Baldwin,  Deputy  Keeper  of  the  Records,  to  pay 
rent,  or  remove  the  Records,  and  give  up  the  pof- 
fe/Con  for  the  ufe  of  the  Societv.  to  whom  it  be- 
longs.  This  preparatory  ftep  to  dijirefs  or  cjc^lnunt 
probably  led  to  that  fixture  by  a  new  buiidiogin  the 
Caftle.  Mr.  Addifon  was  at  that  time  Keeper  of 
the  Records  in  tbi^  kingdom,  and  fecouded^  or  ori- 
ginated the  improved  pl^n ;  for  that  annable  man's 
conduct,  as  keeper  of  Irifh  Records,  cprrefponded 
with  previous  dharader ;  and  as  official  corrc^nefs 
has  fo  rarely  aiSe^ed  Ireland,  merits  additional  re«^ 
membrance  c^  refpefi;.  Mn  Chetham,. about  the 
year  1668,  colleded  thefe  valuable  materials,  though 
it  may  be  doubtful  Mrhether  fuch  exift  at  ptefent ;  at 
all  events,  pjoper  refearch  is  requifite,  and  ought  tO' 
awaken  the  wifdom  of  Government,  or  roufe  the 
integrity  of  Parliament  j  nor  can  I  anticipate  fd 
mean  an  opinion  of  my  countrymen,  as  to  fuppofe 
them  indifferent  to  a  fubjeft  which  muft  have  an  un* 
erring  tendency  to  purify  Law,  proteft  property,  and 
exalt  the  national  ebaradien 


After  the  dec^fe  of  Mr.  Chetham,  !ieglcft,  dif- 
crder,   and  embezzlerndbt^  afieded  thefe  precioiis 

remains ; 
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tctnakis }  but  the  frieiid  of  Soitiere  rtnderftoofl,  and 
taiued  public  fitedom  too  well  not  to  fix,  in  order 
tad  1  decent  gai1>>  its  fiimefl:  ibunda^rion.  Thus, 
Mr.  AddBbn  left  hii  o'im  inimitable  W^rks  to  con- 
firm  the  growing  virtue  of  Irifli  youth,  and  fecurcd 
legal  muniments,  or  public  f ecofds,'  with  the  fame 
honeft  defigiL 

in  the  year  1720,  Comnnms  ^»eek  is  fo  menAmed, 
te  if  there  was  but  one  week  of  that  fort  m  'each 
Tdrm.  However;  I  beIieA'«  that :  Commons  conti- 
nued ttrt^gh  the  nfrhole  Term,  but  that  a  Mem- 
ber's  attehdatice^r  fine  week  was  futficient  to  excufc 
him  from  t!he  affeffmerit  of  Caji  or  Ahfent  Cohmmri 
tn  tJihryTerm,  i^^ii,  Dufce  of  •Crafton,  L.  lieu- 
tenant, flgns  as  a  Bencher,  yet  iio  entry  of  Ihs  ad- 
iniflibn  Appears.  Thus,  irregularly  are  the  ehtnes  o( 
the  Society  arranged,  of  ;pirefefvca,  by  the  occa- 
fional  car^kffnefs^  torniption^  -  oi  ignorance  ^  tinder 
vrea/itrersy  whilft  principals  from. rank  and  weighty 
bufinefe  neglected  the  duty,  tn  Hilary  Term,  1 726, 
Ikobert  Jocelyn  was  appointed  io  the  new  created 
ofBce  of  Third  SerJ€Unt  tt  La^.  Trinity  Term, 
^J^6y  Hugh  Archbiihop  of  Armagh,  one  of  ihc 
^Lords  Jufti(:es,  was  admitted  a  B<!i>chen  This  juf- 
tifies  thy  mention  of  that  prelate  as  a  Member ;  no 
Felloi^  of  the  'King's  Inns  ever  feemetl  to  feci  t 
greater  thi^ft  for  pdtrontt^  oir  fmucr.  In  November, 
1727,  the  orders  of  12th  June,  1583,  ^^^  ^9^ 
May,  1698,  for^-yf  ;^(?^r/ attendance  at  an  Engiito 
Inn  of  Court,  are  renewed,  and  to  hare  fiiture 
l^r^e.    The  time  i^ent  in  England  was  fehlom  fori 
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fhorter  period.     No  legal  or  political  ^xofc  had>  at 
that  time,    the  hardihood  to  propofe  introduftory 
ftudy  in  this  country,  though  by  degrees  the  Statute 
was  confidered  fulfilled  by  two  years ^  vfhich  at  laft 
became  the  fefiledy  hut  mi/chievdus  pradice.  H.  Term, 
1732 — 3,    John  Smithy  an  Englifti  Barrifter,  was 
admitted  to  the  Irifh  Bar,  on  evidence  that  he  was 
called  to  the  Englifh  Bar  without  any  Certificate.    I 
believe  a  propofal  that  he  ihould  become  a  Student 
would  (hock  the  Lawyers  of  both  countries.      In 
moving  from  one  Inn  of  Court  to  another  in  Eng.- 
land,  no  ftich  fcenery  appears,  and  fubfifls  here  on- 
ly by  a  late  decifion,  for  I  know  that  the  gentleman 
alluded  to  upon  that  occafion  did  not  pay  as  a  Stu- 
dent, nor  do  I  think  he  ought.     Mr.  Caldbeck  told 
me,  Ae  did  noty  whofe  motive  for  fiich  condud  will 
beft  appear  in  the  third  part  of  this  Work ;  but   I 
have  the  account  of  that  Term  now  before  me — the 
fum  is  not  charged ;  poflibly  it  may  be  fufpefted  that 
Mr.  Cookj  the  Under  Treafurer,  received  and  em- 
bezzledit.     That  young  gentleman  had  it  not  in  his 
power — the  Principal  was   too  wife  and  wary — 1x6 
Butler,  Portery  or  Extern,  could  miftake  Mr.  Cook 
for  a  Kin^s  Inns  Go'Oernor — he  never  indulged  the 
prefumption,  nor  could  meet  any  Member  fo  giddy 
or  profligate  as  to  fecond  the  impudent  attempt ; 
payments  were  rarety  made  by  him,  and  never,  I  be* 
lieve,  in  his  own  name.   ^  This  properly  appertains 
to  the  third  part  of  the  Work,  but  is  inferred  here 
for  two   reafons — to  reinftate,  in  proper  rank,  the 
memory  of  an  honefl  and  unafluming  young  man — ' 
and  that  the  public  may  know  in  what  manner  bu- 
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finefswas,  at  that  rime,  tranfafted.  Written  proofs 
and  perfonal  obfervation  will  enable  me  (God  wil- 
ling)' to  make  the  tranfaftions  of  the  laft  feventeen 
years,  not  merely  Hijlory^  but,  in  point  of  au- 
thenticity, legal  matter  of  record.  On  Lord  George 
Sackville^s  eleftion  in  1734,  the  three  Lords  Jus- 
tices attended.  In  1 72 1 ,  four  fliillings,  and  not  fire  (bil- 
lings, were  fixed  (we  have  ken)  for  Caft  Commons^ 
but  in  1734,  without  any  affigncd  reafon,  i8s.6d. 
appears  the  annual  charge.  In  1736,  James  Gled- 
ftanes  wanted  a  Term^  which  was  difpenfed  with, 
at  the  requeji  of  jfudge  Gore.  This  was,  I  fuppofe, 
from  the  five  years  attendance,  for  it  would  be  Ju- 
dicial perjury  to  djfpenfe  with  two  years,  purfuant  to 
Henry's  and  Elifabetl/s  Statute.  About  this  time 
Lord  Palmerjiowny  (Chief  Remgnbrancer)  (md  Sir 
Compton  Domville^  (Clerk  of  the  Crown  and  Hana- 
per)  aft  as  Benchers,  though  no  entry  of  their  ad* 
miffion  has  met  my  eye.  In  1728,  Mr,  Rowan,  a 
Fellow  of  the  King's  Inns,  and  alfo  of  the  \Jrix'{)eT' 
fvty  of  Dublin,  applied  for  a  Profeflbrfliip  of  the  Law 
of  Nations,  without  any  falary  but  what  may  arife 
from  pupils.  Even  on  fuch  a  plan  the  privilege  was 
not  granted ;  alfo  the  bounty  pf  Sir  Patrick  Dunn 
V^s  fo  jobbed,  as  to  prevent  Dublin  from  becoming 
VLgreatfchool of  phyjic.  In  1728,  afire,  which  con- 
fumed  his  houfe  on  the  Inn^i-^uay,  was  fuppofed  to 
originate  in  a  wifli  to  conceal  domeftic  embezzle- 
inent,  fo  contagious  was  the  fite,  or  tofpeak  more  m^ 
telligibly^  fo  general  the  fyftem  of  jobbing.  Until 
^hat  pernicious  habit  is  beaten  down,  or  becomes 
unpopular,  Ireland  will  not  enjoy  the  full  benefit  of 

her 


•  > . 


king's  inns.  395 

ber  fituation.  As  fuch  is  my  lu^ed  opinion,  I  pro- 
fefs  it  a  principal  motive  for  compiling  or  explaining 
Kin^s  Inns  Rules^  and  marking  their  origin^  objeil^ 
4ZTid  end.  Similar  zele  ihall  animate  further  progifi& 
in  a  lubjed  upon 'which  I  cannot  poffibly  have  a  per- 
fonal  intered,  except  as  far  as  it  mull  concetn  the 
honor  of  Ireland,  or  welfare  of  its  inhabitants, 

< 

^ 

>  **  Nil  aAum  reputans,  fi  quid  fupeitfiet  agendum/' 
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rage  4»  line  ig-o-for  Comtonf  read  Canon  La^* 

Page  66«  line  3— -for  Ano^  read  Anno, 

Page  I  §7,  line  8 — for  dijperfing^  read  dijpenlingm 

Page  2o8y  line  9 — read  fortb^  inftead  of  for. 

Page  249,  line  17— for  ufe^  read  novelty. 

Page^22,  line  5 — infert  in*  ^herjhuationl 

Page  ^30,  line  12— 4nfert yr»rtf,  ^ix,tt  copied. 

Same  page,  laH  line  bat  one,  read  or  any  charge  for  tbem  wasm 

J^agc  349,  line  12 — for  But^  read  Tr/. 

Page  365^  line  ^2-4br  Balances 9  read  Bcdanee  is. 


To  be  had  at  the  Phinter's  hereof^ 

Price  Haifa-Crown^ 

KING'S    INNS    REMEMBRANCES; 

OR, 

Xa  Account  of  Irish  Judges  on  the  Revival  of  the  Kmc's 

Inns  SociSTTy  in  1607, 

By  B.  Ti  DuHioo,  Esq. 


Alfo  to  be  had  at  the  fame  Place, 

Price  Is.  Id^ 

Mr.  Duhicg's  Letter  to  Mr.  Abbot,  Cthe  prefent 
Speaker)  on  the  Affimilation  of  English  and 
Irish    Law,    and  the    Prefervation  of   Ihish 

RSCORDK 


PART  III. 


(©►»Ci 


PRdM  THE  JbEATH  OF 
tORD  CHANCELLOR  ROWESj 

IN  1767, 

to  MICHAELMAS  TERM,  i80'6.    . 

Hoc  occultum,    inteftinum,   domeflicum  roaluoiy   non  m6d6 
cxM'it,  ytrvLm  etiam  opprioiit  rempublicami 

Cicero. 

•         ■ 
Xhere  is  a  time  wben  men  wiJl  not  fufFer  bad  things  becaufe 

their  anceftors  have,  fuffered  worfe.     There  is  a  time  when  the 

hoary  head  of  inveterate  abufe  will  neither  draw  reverence;  nor 

obtain  reipedl. 

*  Btnrkels  Speech  upon  E^onomieal  Reform.  - 

A.  CoTEMPORARY  Writer  ought  to  fubftitute  ac- 
curate detail  for  exteofiVe  refearch^  and  indulge  feU 
low-fubje&s  with  freedom  of  opinion,  6y  conden& 
ing  into  proper  brevity  his  own;  If  this  happy  me- 
dium be  preferved,  the  Work.will  become  more  in- 
telligible, and  avoid  the  extremes  of  prolixity  or 
barrennefs. 

>        ,  •  I      •  ,  , 

The  legal  body  refembles  its  particular  profef- 

fional  fyftem  in  calm  or  enlightened  periods,  an  he- 
reditary famenefs  contributes  to  fyrametry,  and  com- 
mentators uphold  edablifhed  ,Government  with  ^ 
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zele  and  integrity  ^ual  to  what  ammates  divmes  ht 
defence  of  fcripture.  Revived  civilifadon,  or  en- 
croaching defpotifm,  are  difplayed  in  violent  and 
£uiciful  variatioHs,  by  which  mankind  muft  be 
moulded  to  the  general  purpofes  of  ambitious  or  de- 
figning  leaders. 

Iriih  Hiftory  ftrongly  illuftrates  the  preceding 
principles.  Another  leading  feature  of  naitional  po- 
rtion prefects  itfelf  to  our  view.  The  ontarnilhed 
Englifh  code  was  withheld  by  a  lull  for  conqueft,  or 
perverted  from  religions  rancour  in  preceding  pe- 
riods. An  union  of  both  mifchiefs  feemed  to  afied: 
that  flsra  which  fucceeded  the  reign  ef  William  III. 
The  inhabitzmts  enjoyed  a  pure  civil  Government 
without  fixed  poKtical  freedom^  or  an  acknowledged 
equality  of  rights  with  the  fifter  k&gdom ;  by  this 
means  biOx  legal  Students  received  profei&oaai  im- 
provement iirom  English  Judges  and  Law  Books,  ufe- 
fulindeed,  as  an  engine  for  flirewd  argument,  or  indtu- 
ment  of  promotion,  but  little  confonant  to  the  legal 
policy  and  judicial  praftlce  of  Ireland.  A  d^arture 
from  perfonal  virtue  and  pure  patriotifin  was  fuper- 
added  to  imputed  craft  or  mercenary  habits,  if  they 
afpired  to  fenatorial  eminence  or  Judicial  ftation. 

The  general  imbecility  of  Judge?. afforded  no  in- 
centive to  unite  correal  pradice  vnth  extenfive  theo- 
ry, and  blend  both  to  the  ufe  of  clients,  or  the  per- 
manent improvement  c^  Statute  Law  ^  yet  parlia- 
mentary fttuation  was  neceflary  t9  attain  or  divide 
profciTional  promotion  with  the  imported  natives  of 
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EnglanA  Here^  was  no  rivalry  of  genttls,  nor  dig- 
nified competition;  men  of  fecond-rate  talents 
feenied  the  pre-deftined  brethren  of  Irifli  placemen, 
equally  confined  in  their  views  of  Religion,  Policy^ 
or  Law.  This  degraded'  fixture  6i  the  Senate  and 
Bench  in£e6:ed  the  Four  Courts,  and  guided  Baf- 
riilers  in  perfonal  piirfuitt.  One  clais  d^fpaired  to 
derive  from  Government  the  ilighteft  encourage- 
ment ;  religidus  cdilnexidn  or  defcent  eslbred  fucti 
cxclufipn,  and  the  other  daft  woiild  not  be  confided 
in  by  JitigantS  under  the  Popery  Laws,  a  dreadful  fpc- 
cies  of  fuit,  which  ws^  principally  carried  on  between 
relations,  and  upheld  by  perjury  dr  fraud.  Nothing 
could  partially  corredk  the  preceding  fingular  evil, 
except  an  apparent  zele  in  the  pirofcribed  party  to 
ending  Ckivernment^  and  a  prefumed  abhorrence 
in  the  courtly  tribe  to  the  penal  code.  General  pro- 
feflional  hypocrify  was  engendered  and  confirmed 
by  this  ufeful  crafL 

* 

• 

Amid  fuch  degraded  fcenery,  a  few  enlightened 
Individuals^  by  fuperior  talents  and  unblemifhed  in- 
tegrity, vindicated  national  charafter.  Thefe  men 
fanned  the  generous  flame  of  freedom,  and^  la  an 
hidory,  crouded  with  warlike  exploits,  added  ani- 
mating  examples  of  political  (kill,  and  legal  talent. 
The  exiftiflg  Conftitiiti^n  of  Ireland  counteraded 
the  progr^fs  of  improvement,  and  refembled,  though 
from  an  oppofite  caufe,  the  ejcploded  fyftem.  If 
<hc  legal  code  became  unpurlfied  or  unimproved 
from  the  rare  afTemblage  of  Parh'ament,  by  the  Stu-* 

E  e  a  arts. 
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am,  it  ran  a  fimilar  rifk  from  the  len^ehedjcoif* 
tinuamre  under  the  Hoafe  of  Hanover. 

The  long  reign  ef  George  th  deadened  nationaf 
ambidon,  whilfl  Englifh  exerdon  exhibited  the  luf^ 
tre  and  benefit  of  a  limited  fenatoi'iafi  eftabll/hment. 
Hence  an  added  glo6m  pervaded  the  pnbKc  mind  in 
1761.  If  thifty-three  years  marked  theexiftence 
of  the  late  Parliament,'  an  half  'century  vn&  andci- 
pated  as  the  duration  of  the  new.  Juft  affeftion  for 
a  patriot  King  ftrengthened  this  polidcal  fendment 
by  its  beeommg  c.generd  national  vnfh*  Thus,  an 
sera  of  Britiflr  pride  and  glory  encreafed  the  difcon^ 
fent  of  reflecting  Iriihmen,  who  juftly  confidered  a 
.  general  eledSbn  iK>t  the  reforrefiion,  but  grave  cf 
public  freedom^  behind  ftood  in  the  preceding  (ita* 
ation  in  1767,  during  which  memorable  year  the  Se- 
nate of  each  kingdom,  and  the  Brittft  Cabinet,  func- 
tioned two  Idwsj  which  have  been  the  iruitfiil  pa- 
rents of  every  fubfequeht  revolution  which  has  af- 
iedied  the  Britilh  Empire,  or,  by  its  potent  inflo- 
dice,  the  Continent  of  £urope« 

Let  us  now,  with  firm  impartial  temper,  review 
fuch  imniediate  influence  on  the  Conflitudon  of  Ire- 
land, and  its  legal  profefibrs,  efpecially  as  the  latter 
have  powerfully  contributed  to  alter  and  improve 
the  former,  whilft  by  an  unaccountable  fatality  they 
overlooked,  or  fubverted,  the  internal  management 
tnd  con  flit  utional  pofition  of  the  King^s  Inns. 

f 

JanMit 


James  Hewitt,  fourth Juftice  of  the  Englifli  Court 
mf  King's  Bench,  was  appointed  to  fucceed  Lord 
Bowes  as  Chancellor  of  Ireland,  and  took  his  feat 
in  Hilary  Term,  1768.  The  reader  will  perceive 
that  I  am  approaching  my  own  .period  of  time,  by 
givine  an  authenticated  account  pf  Lord  LifFord's 
promotion,  which  refts  upon  th^  authority  of  hi$ 
fouy  my  late  friend,  Judge  Hewitt* 

When  Mr.  Pitt  became  Prime  Minifter  and  Ear} 
of  Chatham,  the  ezprefe  announcing  that  important 
event,   ^nd  his  own  elevation  to  the.  Great  Seal, 
reached  Lord  Camden  whilft  in  t  court  of  jufticel 
Havmg  adjourned  with  all  poilible  expedition,  h^ 
called  Serjeant  Hewitt  to  his  lodgings,  w4  ojQered 
that   gendeman  the  Jp4g^^'  P'^A^  ^hich  w^  to  be 
vacated  by  Wilmot's  fucceeding  him  as  Chief  Juf- 
tlce.     Hewitt  hefitat^d  9t  accepting  th^  pro^ered 
kindnefs,  pbfenring,  that  ^  parliaqientary  fituatioijL 
might  be  ufefui  in  th^  promqtioi)  of  fons— ^  pro- 
iltabb  market,  which  muft  be  clofed  by  the  pqfitioa 
of  a  Common  Law  Judg^,   ^hof;  feplufion  from 
political  purfuit^  or  connefions  forbad  (accofiUng  to 
lEnglifh  ufage)  any  family  promo^on.     Ife,  howe- 
ver, added,  that  the  ChauQellor  of  Ireland  was  \xp^ 
wards  of  feyenty,  and  if  his  Lordihip's  friendihip^ 
guarantied,  that  oiEce,   the  place  of  puifne  Judgq 
would  bt  taken  as  an  intermediate  ilep  to  the  e^^ 
peded  elevation* 

# 

Camden  replied  with  prompt  and  manly  friend- 
ship, that  if  in  ofEce,  he  might  rely  upon  it,  or  th« 

Great 
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Oreat  S^I  of  Britain  would  be  open  to  his  ambi? 
tion.    Events  correfponded  nearly  with  the  forego- 
ing  aiTertionJfor  Solicitor  General  Willes  b^d  inter 
reil  of  the  higheft  rank^  and  would  have  been  ap- 
pointed, did  not  Camden  declare,  that  in  fuch  an 
event  he  muft  telign.    This  welUtimed  threat  had 
its  full  effe^ ;    the  Irifli  preat  Seal  was  gives  to 
Hewitt,  and  Willes  configned  as  a  pui&ie  Judge  for 
further  improyement  to  Mansfield  and  Taiss*  .  The 
preceding  arrangement  6f  men,  alike  dilUnguiflied 
for  miidnefs  of  manners  and  inediocrity  of  talent, 
gave  official- fituatioQ  to  the  inimrial  Dunning;  a 
Barriiter,  who  united  to  the  mqft  perfed  profefiiojul 
pow^s,  tranfcendant  parliamentary  talent,  and  will 
be  admired  by  latefl:  poflerity  as  the  reputed  JutLor 
^  Junius^  znd/riefui  jjT  Sir  William  Jonei^ 

■ 

:Lord  Lifibrci  was  ele^ed  a  Bencher,  ^nd  in  £af« 
ter  Term,  1768,  his  Lbrdihip  waspl^ied^  at  the  re* 
queft  of  iht  Society,  to  accept  the  office  of  Treafu- 
?er,  to  continue  until  further  order.  The  new  Chan- 
cellor did  not  imitate  his  fucceffor,  or  a  few  of  his 
predec^ors,  in  attempting  to  guide  the  State  ma- 
chinery of  this  kingdom ;  fuc|i  prefpnTption  voulu 
pot  be  tolerated  by  the  Viceroy,  nor  leading  parlia- 
mentary interefts  ;  befides,  •  Chancery  gave  himfuf* 
ficient  employment.  That  nobleman  never  prac- 
tifed  in  an  Equity  Cpurt,  nor  received  a  folid  claCc 
education,  whence  he  might  exrra^  thofc  literary 
powers,  which  render  profound  legal  refearch  a 
matter  of  real  amufement,  and  ehcible  Barrifter*  10 
unriivcl  and  retain  Law';»  fubtlell  intricacies  w'ii 

elcctriy; 
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X  rapidity  and  philofophic  ftrengtb*   His  huow 

iiubition  was  confined  to  judicial  and  technical 

.uracy,  which  ufeful  attainment^  combined  wit^ 

jLtienot,  poliieaefs,  and  untainted  integrity,  highly 

«;:ntituled  that  amiable  man  to  public  efteem.    When 

the  h'ne  of  particular  ftation  w^  rendered  familiar 

or  intelligible.  Lord  Lifford's  ikilly  as  a  comn^o^ 

Lawyer^  gav(^  ilrength .  and  luftre  to  many  decir 

iionst 

Englifli  and  Iriih'  equity  is  not  the  wild  licence  of 

enlightened  difcretion  j  it  is  collateral  to,  and  not 

variant  from,^CommQn  Law ;   in  o^^ny  inftanqe^ 

controlled  by  *  precedents  as  uniform  and    ftabl^ 

However,  its  corre^ve  principle  is  more  exteniiv^ 

in   an  9pplicatio&  of  proo&,  ooncurrent  jurifdic*- 

tionsy  or  maxims virom  diffeien(  codes,  to  the  full 

and.  final  attainment  of  juflicej  which  united  talent 

raiders  an  accurate  and  complete  knowledge  of 

Common  Law  ancillary  to  every  {}enefit  Equity  can 

aflume  or  afford.     The  political  movements  of  State 

did' not  originate  with  I^ord  Liffbrd;  that  wavering 

and  fiippery  fame  reded  on  di^erent  ^oulders,  whili^ 

his  neceifary  fubfervience  tq  e^iftkig  sulmlniftratlQu 

ivas  overlooked  or  forgot  in  acknowledged  purity  of 

judicial  charafler — a  bleiling  truly  merited  by  Iriftv 

men,  from  the  hereditary  atfachmeijt  and  reyereug^ 

'^vhich  they  bear  to  fuch  cjualityt 

The  0£lennial  Eill  was  enabled  foon  after  his  atv 
rival,  and  recdved  applauie  not  ill-fuited  to  its  im^ 
portance,  but  unjullly  applied  to  the  Cabinet,  which 

entrapped 
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^ntrapped  itfelf  by  a  defign  to  render  the  leading 
interefts  of  Ireland  unpopular,  fhould  they  reject 
this  great  national  meafure,  or  adopt  alterations  utt' 
rfpr  Poynin^s  Law.  The  latter  were  fandified  to 
-the  immediate  diffolution  of  Parliament,  at  the  clofe 
of  the  iSeffion.     A  refident  Viceroy  then  commenced 

9 

a  regular  attack  upon  the  great  reddent  connexions^ 
that  the  Iiifh  Senate  may  become  immediately  de- 
pendant upon  Englifh  Minifters,  without  any  intei^ 
vening  control.  I'he  Cabinet  formed  in  1766, 
foon  terminated  its  -unprincipled  career,  whereby 
Lord  Lif^rd  Ws  left  in  office  an  infulated  placeman, 
in  a  ftrangis  country,  rather  obnoxious  irom  known 
attachment  to  his  patrcfn,  and  merely  permitted  to 
exercife  judicial  duty,  but  without  any  authority  to 
circulate  or  fujppof t  any  felf-cpeated  political  or  reli- 
gbus  opinion.  This  humble,  but  ufeful  drudgery, 
ftill  further  corredled  perfonal  defefts,  and  enabled 
him  %o  exchange  the  doubtful  charafter  of  a^teA 
man,  for  more  appropriate  and  permanent  fame« 

So  averfe  was  this  amiable  man  to  innovation, 
that  King's  Inns  abeyance  never  provoked  his  foli- 
citude  or  care.  Legiflative  principles,  proteftive  of 
commercial  integrity,  pstrliamcntary  purity,  and  na- 
tional interefts,  met  his  concurrence  and  fupport. 
The  Bankrupt  *  Law  was  ena?^ed,  Mr.  Grenville's 
eleftion  fyfteni  transferred  to  this  country,  and  a 
foundation  laid  for  public  offices,  and  the  preferva- 
tion  of  records,  within  the  capital.  It  is  rather  fur- 
prifing,  that  po  agitator  of  fubfequent  alterarions 

fuggefted  to  his  Lordlhipr*the  propriety  of  attending 

•■»       •  *  *  .  ■  • 
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to  the  Bench  Order  of  the  3d  of  June,  1763,  or 
to  demand  a  report  thereon.  Thus,  a  plan  of  pro- 
per buildings,  with  an  eftimate  of  their  expence, 
might  precede  taxation,  and  the  legal  body  re^aifume 
andent  pofition  ccnrerpondent  to  the  ji|dgment  of 
#i&^  Tudors  or  Stuarts j  with  th^  full  approbation  of  a 
patriot  Prince^  and  enlightened  community.  His  Lord^ 
ihip^s  mild  and  unafluming  nianners  would,  to  wff 
perfonal  knowledge^  enfure  a  patient  hearing  and  rea- 
"^y  reception  of  any  meafure,  provided  it  did  not 
cntrerich  upon  his  pe<;uniary  intereft.  As  to  official 
or  ftate  patronage,  a  domeftic  Parliament  gave  to 
its  Members  an  uhconnef^ed  and  excluiive  claim. 
The  Chancellor's  utmoft  hope,  in  that  line,  was  to 
obtain  for  his  fon,  at  an  early  period,  a  feat  on  the 
lri(h  Bench.  My  intimacy  mth  that  fon,  and  with 
}.or4  Liford;  afcert^ins  this  fingular  fa^. 

Variation  o£  patronage  marks  courtly  or  cabinqt 
manners  in  each  kingdom,  at  different  periods,  and 
forms  a  leading  feature  in  well-authenticated  hiftory. 
A  Chancellor  of  Great  Britain  appointed  his  Lord- 
fhip  to  the  Irifli  Great  Seal,  and  Lord  Hardwick^ 
fuccefsfully  feconded  two  friends  in  fuch  purfuit ; 
one,  whilft  he  was  in  office,  and  another,  after  his 
refigqfition  \  but  in  no  preceding  inftance  was  fuch 
interference  fufpefted  or  avowed.  -  Ellefmere  and 
Bacon  confined  their  ambition  to  inferior  (lations. 
The  Bankruptcy  Bill,  however,  added  to  the  Irifl^ 
Chancellor's  official  income  and  patronage,  over 
which  appoititments  the  ufual  weight  of  party  hung 
with  Hibcrniau  effsd^  and  exhibited  a  motley -mix- 

ture 
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ture  of  profiBdional  talents,  or  liicce&ful  ignoraiiGe* 
The  antiquities  of  Ireland,  doubt&l  oc  authentic^ 
were  purfued  by  lettered  men  of  different  profeflions«» 
A  refpeiStable  and  inde&tigabie  Attorney  took  the 
)ead  in  legal  refearch,  and  even  chofe  his  Lordfliip 
as  a  patron.     An  experienced  ibldier  ^flumed  a  iinii* 
)ar  line,  but  the  King's  Inns  was  doomed  to  imperv 
viouy  darknefs ;   of  fuch  evil  effeft  is  the  24>point>> 
ment  of  a  Chancellor,  in  either  kingdom,  deftitute 
pf  lettered  tafte,  however  accompliihed  he  may  be 
{n  perfonal  manners,  or  even  judicial  accuratcy. 

The  gradual  progrefs  of  the  Oflennial  Bill  begaa 
fully  to  develope  itfelf  in  the  new  ParUament  of  1 7761 
The  ftruggles  of  the  preceding  feven  years  expanded 
and  encouraged  political  ej^rtion ;  fuch  quality  wa& 
alfo  highly  appreciated  by  public  &me  or  peifonal  pro* 
fit.  In  a  country  wbofe  reprefentation  referred  more  to 
private  property  than  popular  feeling,  fuch  atratfge-^ 
ment  was  long  and  anxiouily  ptufued ;  which  gave 
to  this  pernicious  internal  commerce,  an  extenfive 
and  extravagant  advance.  The  American  war  com- 
menced about  this  period  >— its  folemn  difcui&on  led 
to  an  immediate  review  of  the  Irifh  Conftitution^ 
whence  an  evident'  proof  arofe,  that  the  Britifh  war 
party  avowed  a  right  of  taxation  over  this  cQuntry^ 
paid  upheld  the  confiftency  of  traiifatlantic  pret^iW 
fions  by  this  uiidifguifed  claims 

The  reftri^lions  on  Irifh  trade  operated  as  a  iinai»- 
pial  gangrene,  which  weakened  the  fources  whence 
Ration  iho^Id  flow ;   but  time  rendered  national 

fervitude 
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(exyitude  familiar,  befides  its  horrid  extent  was  veiled 
by  a  legifl^tive  mantle  from  ordinary  view.  A  col- 
lateral grieyance  arofe  from  the  preceding  po/itiony 
and  eifhibited  in  a  luminous  point  its  origin^  €>itentj 
mnd  appropriate  cure.  A  military  defence  was  with- 
drawn, ^nd  the  nation  left  expofed  to  external  at« 
tack,  or  internal  conyuUion*  This  tranfient  evil 
produced  permanent  good ;  tl)e  habitual  courage 
of  Irifhmen  was  roufed  into  action— military  aflbci- 
ations  covered  the  land*  Under  fuch  array  they  af« 
fumed  civil  wifdom,  and  were  thereby  enabled  to 
diftinguiih  the  I)ngU(}i  Couflitut|pi^  irom  it$  degrade 
9d  Irifh  image# 

Loyalty    adumed    undirgu^ed    an4    irrefidibld 

ftrength,     A  zele  for  freedom  and  attachment  to 

monarchy  moved  in  focial  contact,  and  exhibited 

Irelakd  with  i^nexampled  dignity  to  furrgunding  na* 

tions.     Even  a  venal  Parliament  fek  the  preifurc  of 

public  opinion ;    felf-ele£ted  Senators,   fele£ted  by 

purchafe,  fcceded  from  ordinary  habits,  and  by  % 

dignified  apoftacy,  became  the  exprgfs^  image  of  th^ 

tioAon.     Members  of  the  King's  Inns  ftiil  upheld 

their  hereditary  afcendancy  as  to  tire  aflEaiirs  of  Ircr 

land,  and  leading  members  of  that  profeOion  ac« 

quired  a  powerful  influence  over  the  Chancellori 

As  Treafurer  of  the  Kii^g's  Inns  he  becanje  thejr 

pafTive  inftrumentt 

« 

The  following  order  was  entered  on.  the  lath  of 
February,  1779:  "That  gentlemen  ftiouU  have 
their  names  ia  an  Englifh  inn  of  Court  for  five 

years. 
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years,   and  fhould  keep  eight  Terms  GommaQ| 
therein ,  before  admiffion."    Such  wholefome  nile| 
were  recognifcd  and  enforced  in  Ireland  under  the 
reign  of  the  Stuarts,  and  confirmed  by  fimilar  refo- 
lutions  fmce  the  acceffion  of  the  Houfe  of  Brobr- 
wick.     As  this  is  the.  firft  entry  ancillary  to  the  call 
of  Irifh  Barrifters  engrafted  on  this  part  of  the 
King^s  Inns  Hiftpry,  I  fhall  not  diftra£l  the  reader 
from  immediate  attention  thereto  by  collateral  cri- 
ticifm,  but  comprefs  the  lingular  and  important  (ub- 
jeft  within  as  much  concifenefs  as  is  confiftent  with 
cieamefs,  that  the  legal  body  and  their  fellow-fub^ 
jefts  may  calmly  determine  how  iar  exifting  V2uia^ 
tions  ^le  ufeful,  and  to  what  extent  the  ancient  e(la« 
blifhment  (hould  be  tevived,  or  well-confidered  im^ 
provements  be  further  applied* 

On  the  iith  yune^  1683,  it  had  been  relblred, 
f^Th^t  noBarrifter  fhoqld  be  called  without  attending 
pommons  for  five  years  in  an  Englifli  Inn  of  Court, 
and  during  fuch  time  to  have  been  each  Term  in 
Commons,  and  to  have  performed  all  due  exercifes 
during  that  time,  unlefs  a  Barriji^  there  called^  and 
that  this  Order  be  fet  up  in  the  fcreen  of  this  halL 
and  in  the  Pour  'Courts,  "the  ftfft  day  at  leaft,  or 
longer,  every  Term  hereafter/'  Moft  of  the  entries 
correfponded  with  fuch  clofe  attendance,  and  the 
certificates  afcertain  the  diifcrent  exercifes,  whether 
'  commuted  for  money,  or  performed  in  the  ancient 
literary  way.  The  few  publiflied  trafts  oiT  our  early 
law  writers  form  a  complete  commentary  to  the  pre- 
ceding uf^ful  defign,  ^q4  fuch  ancient  records  as  it 

has 
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nas  beeti  in  my  po\^er  to  review,  exhibit  an  indeli* 
ble  memorial  of  judicial  dccuraicy  and  talent.  The 
firft  legal  chara£ters  of  England  ftlled  ftations  in  thi$ 
country,  and  afcert^Cined  their  judgment  and  libera- 
lity by  doing  juftice  to  Irilh  Judges  and  Barrifters* 
In  later  times,  and  fadious  or  Corrupt  periods^  mean 
perfons  attained  high  ftations,  and  feented  to  juftify^ 
as  by  precedent,  fimilar  promotions^ 

The  devolution  purified,  in  England,  this  alarm- 
ing change,  atld  feparated  Judges  from  that  clafs  oi 
placemen  whom  patliamemary  intereft  may  create 
or  confirm.     Ireland^  however,  felt  a^  oppofite  ef- 
feft  ;-^fenatorial  fituation  (bperfeded  every  other 
claim ;   yet  immediately  after  that  great  event  the 
preceding  caution  was  revived  on  the  1 9th  day  of 
May,  1698,  and  a  relaxation  from  its  full  execution 
imputed  to  the  late  troubles,  which  variation  the 
Judges  wifely  add,  may  be  prejudicial  in  time  to  conies  * 
In  1727^  this  ancienty  and  nearly  prefcriptive  order^ 
Was  re-affirmedy  and  reftued  from  defuetude^     Thus, 
from  the  moft  early  legal  cftablifhment,  Englifh  Inns 
were  the  exclufive  feminaries  for  Irifh  Students, 
which  circumftance,  far  from  weakening  native  free- 
dom, rendered  it  impregnable  'by  a  connexion  with 
unadulterated  £nglifh  Law.     It  is  tcue,  two  periods, 
ominous  to  Irifh  ptofperity,  pfefent  a  claim  for  a  na- 
tive Inn  of  Law ;  even  fuch  propofers  have  an  ex- 
cufe  which  cannot  be  olFered  by  our  cotemporaries. 
The  horrors  of  civil  war,  and  an  apprehenfion  of* 
threatened  punifhment  fuggefled  the  baneful  pwnci- 

plf 
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pie  under  a  profps£Ute  hap€  oE  feparatioa  betweea 
the  two  kmgdoms. 

« 

We  have  already  feen  intereft  overbearing  the  re« 
gidar  attendance  at  EngKih  Inns,  'and gentlemen  alv 
Iblved  from  a  complete  compliance,  provided  the 
Statute  was  literally  adhered  to^    In  this  manner  tioo 
^earsj  or  eight  Terms  Commons  only  were  required, 
whilft  twelve  were  neceflary  for  an  £ngli(h  call,  with 
an  entry  of  live  years^  if  the  party  had  not  taken 
an  univerfity  degree.    But  no  refpedl  was  paid  to 
Dublin  Univerfity  \rf  the  Irifli  Bench  in  the  rale,  of 
i779  f  nor  f^l'oe  Terms  Comnums  at  an  Englijb  bm 
tKaSed.    It  is  remarkable,  that  Chief  Baron  Burgh^ 
and  £ari  Clio'e,  never  produced  a  certificate  of  dght 
Terms  adual  Commons,  but  were  fcreened  from 
that  defefl  even  under  the  eye  of  Lord  IjSoTd.     I 
have  heard  of  fimilar  indulgences  fi^ce.  the  memo- 
rable eftablifliment  of  Students  in  this  kingdon^— 
private  friendfiiip  fmootbed  the  way-^n  intelligent 
6at.  was  given— the  oiEdal  Cerberus  was  iilent,  and 
the  parties  think  it  no  legal  mifprifian  to  profit  by,  and 
conceal  this  fraud  upon  the  KingV  Inns.    Authen-^ 
tic  anecdote  thus  forcibly  illuftrates  the  intended  ef- 
le£t  of  fanciful  or  delpotic  teilraints,  which  have 
been  chiefly  direfted  to  extend  patronage,  or  fatiate 
avarice  under  the  fpecious  mafk  of  lettered  iipprove^ 
fnent,  or  national  independence*    * 

From  1^79  to  1782,  Irelanfl  became  an  awful 
and*  interefting  fpedacle.. .  An  armed,  nauon  and 
united  people  bafHed  the  fpecutations  of  policy,  or 
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ininendt  of  corruption*  In  theioremoft  rank^  2Sid 
with  an  activity  fuited  to  theif  talents,  flood  thd 
Lawyers  Corps*  Under  an  affefted  mafque.of  equa- 
lity and  public  fpirit,  crafty  individuals  wdrefputrect 
on  by  intereft  and  apibitipn  to  manage  and^  controul 
it*  Such,  however,  was  the  learning  and  fagacity 
of  that  learned  body,  that  projefted  improv^m^its 
could  alone  efieft  their  de(ign«  An  ailimilatioa  of 
Independent  Englifii  and  If iih  eftablifhments  was  the 
leading  feature  of  that  day.  This  country  muft  be** 
come  a  miniature  of  the  fifter  kingdom  vjjithout  fuf* 
ficiently  adverting  to  the  origin,  objeft,  of  eSe&  of 
each.  Every  pofition  which  did  not  affume  ah  ori-* 
ginal  air,  appeared  difguftful,  and  external  tyranny 
met  a  fuitable  return  in  an  intended  fobverfion  of 
every  enadment  flowing  from  fuch  fource- 

The  Seffion  of  1781,  conwnenced  and  continued 
iRTith  an  indirect  rejcflion^  or  remote  poftponement 
of  all  popular  motions,  whilft  authentic  correfpon- 
dence  affurcs  us,  that  the  Iri(h  Cabinet  recommended 
H  prompt  compliance  with  national  demands,  Simi* 
lar  duplicity  marked  the  leaders  of  oppafition,  whofe 
meafures  could  only  meet  popular  fupport  in  an  ac* 
knowledged  ufefiilnefs,  or  minifterial  countenance, 
from  corrcfpondence  witli  ancient  habits.  Legal 
improvement  was  the  favourite  topic,  and  its  pro- 
feffors  equally  admired  for  the  rare  union  of  courage, 
integrity^  and  learning.  Thus,  an  unremitted  care 
of  future  Members  flattered  every  branch  of  the 
eommunity.  So  little  was  the  King\  Inns  Society 
nnderftood  at  that  period  as  to  its  oH^Itj^  cbjeft^  or 
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cbmexion  w'dhlEngland^  that  I  freely  acqtdt  all  psQ'« 
ties  from  any  evil  defign,  mudi  lefs  foil  forethpughl 
of  the  tremendous  confequences  which  have  already 
tefulted,  or  are  likely  to  encreafe  from  this  djfhyal 
inmvation^  smd  deftra£kive  fpirit  of  reform; 

An  array  of  Iriih  legal  Students  difleminated  an 
tL^ive  and  Intrepid  aifociation  through  the  realm— ^ 
youth,  rank,  and  learning,  knit  |hem  to  the  com- 
munity by  the  tendef eft  ties — a  new  attendance  was 
fuperaddedy  irfefiftibly  flattering  to  national  pride. 
If  Irifli  independence  was  withheld  for  a  longer  pe- 
riod than  the  ftruggle  with  America  continuedj^  na- 
tional fpirit  would  effect  this  important  change— 
that  Irijhmen  were  mt  bound  by  Henry's  or  ElifabetVt 
Statute.  The  legal  link  would  be  thus  di£R>lved ;  or 
if  a  fchifm  arofe,  irrefiftible  popularity  would  attach 
to  the  fupporters  of  innovation,  and  dome/lie  La\r 
become  a  favourite  manufa6lure.  Thus,  by  the  n^- 
gle6i  or  ignorance  of  minifterial  men,  an  unforefeea 
inftrument  was  added  of  national  difunion  or  difcon- 
tent.  This  memorable  inflance  fully  'proves,  that 
every  movement  of  legiilation  ihould  be  attended  to 
or  fcrutinifoti ;  for  an  apparently  harmlefs  meadure 
prefented  a  double  afpe^l,  equally  improper,  and 
alien  from  the  Irilh  Conftitution,  whether  it  tended 
to  fecure  the  management  of  legal  Students,  or  to 
prepare  the  public  mind  for  a  feverance  of  its  Inn 
of  Court  from  England.  The  ufefulhds  of  a  col- 
kiteral  pofition  widely  differed  from  a  feminary  of 
original  legal  education;  fuch  effefts  Cannot  be 
doubted,  from  fubfequent  attempts,  and  the  known 
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iit^reffion  which  fuch  novel  inftitudoa  has  made  up* 
on  honeit  uofufpeAing  loyalty. 

The  feafon  of  its  enaftmeht  Was  too  ftormy  not 
to  bury  in  concealment  or  oblivion  inferior  meafures; 
Thus^  the  joint  wifdom  of  both  coiintrifes  is  partially 
vindicated;  America  engaged  Biitifli  attention^ 
whilft  Iriihmen,  determined  to  perlfli  or  be  free,  dif- 
Gained  to  fcrutinife,  with  proper  feverity,  any  raea- 
fure  which  did  not  immediately  look  to  political  fet- 
tlement  and  legal  reform.  A  Statute  was  brought 
in  by  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown,  and  fome  Bar- 
riflers.inpppofuion,  which  affefted.  to,  pro  vide  that 

perfons  (hould  not  in  future  be  called  to  the  Irifh 

■*       .  '    .    .        '  •'  *  .  ■ .  • 

Bar  without  proper  qualifications ;  as  if  the  accu- 
mulated wifdom  of  ages  ihould  yield  to  the  tranfient 
inipulfe  of  prefuinption.  Tlie  reader  may  prepare 
himfelf  for  legiilative  (ituation  by  the  falfhood  of  the 
preceding  paragraph.  The  ^  Irifh  Bar  was  never  ift 
a  more  exalted  ftate  of  merited  popularity,  or  pro- 
feflional  learning. 

Let  us  calmly  review  the  profeffed  improvement ; 
— ^the  Statute  ordains,  that  perfons  mufl  be  five 
years  entered  in  an  Englifh  Inn  of  Court,  and 
obliged  to  attend  twelve  Ternt^  between  fiich  Soci- 
ety and  the  King's  Inns,  previous  to  admiflion  to 
the  Irilh  Ear:  No  legiflative  interference  was  necet 
fary  for  that  enlargement,  as  far  as  related  to  Eng- 
liih  attendance.  Such  regulation  was  enforced  from 
the  earlieft  asra, .  and  formed  part  of  the  perfonal 
inIlru£Kons    to  fucceffive  Viceroys  j— a    complete 
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Englilh  education  feemed  To  tieeeff^ry  a  fiok  in  tia 
connexion  of  both  covntrie^,  and  fetch  H  fttm  projir 
pf  Irifh  loyalty  and  jultice.  It  is  true,  indolence  or 
partiality  unaccountably  refaxed  that  ^Intifty  provi- 
fion;*  and  equally  remafkabli^  that  ilmattevety  per- 
fbn  concerned  ill  frsLmtrtg  that  fifU,  pafled  tfarough 
this  moderji  fcreen  htto'  the  pfbfeffion^  an  event 
which  a  fehfe  of  pferfonaT  talent/  6r  flie  :ftncerity  of 
ieli^Iotre,^  would  prevent  the  parties  ailudbd  to  from 
Confidering  an  eVil^  liliitll  detiiai^ded  ftatutabk  cor- 
region.' 

• 

There  lurked,  liowevef ,  a  princlpte  Vrhifch  AeTthe^ 
xrifli  Law  nor  prafHce  would  Arrant,  or  a  \iirife  go- 
vernment m  either  iOahd  fandjofl  or  fopport;  The 
mtended  innovation  required  a  tegiHative  enafhnent, 
as  it  was  variant  from  ancietit  tifage^  and  fupeiadded 
to  Tudor's  Law.  Politicsrf  cfdt  r^deitd  ft  alte  in- 
difpenfibre  to  blend  the  exceptionabfe  matter  tirith 
fiarmlefs  ot  unneceffary  refolves,  hi  order  to  prevent 
detection  or  defeat  j*  a  praQice  frequently  adopted  iir 
popular  afiemblies,  bat  peculiarly  prevalent  in  the 
Irifli  Senate.  In  the  ptetedin^  mhioas  rmnrntr  a  Stu- 
dent^s  connection  with  the  King's  Inns  was  intro- 
duced in  unkn  or  Gffo/itim  to  the  £ngHfli  Oons  of 
Court. 

The  irifli  Society,  from  fts  fotindatioh,-  receiferf 
gentlemen  entituled  to  praffite,  but  did  not  affect  to 
qualify  perfonS  for  the  profeffion  j  fuch  only  became 
Members  when  enabled  by  attendance  in  flnglahd  to 
^demand  a  call  to  the  Irilh  Bar:  with  equal  cofreft- 
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^^,  mmies  'wben  fwpm  ;  Jt^eir  preceding  ^dmit 
iion  and  inftruflion;  as  apptendces,  having  beeil 
tnfely  left  to  the  ancient  and  immemorial  manage* 

I2^n;ti>f  jprxioflioo^l^m^ft^^^^  j|s^heir^fbbfeqtlenta>ii- 
dufl: J(hQ^lUi  he  lo  tbj^^bl^^.Conftitutipnalcpntro^ 
pf  jtbe  Jpjigi^s.  3^  the  fii)|gu%  Movement  of  o^r 
d^jr,  i»  AttpTOojr  m&y  Jb^  brpygi?.t  Mpr?  the  Bench; 
^  ai:qustti?d  by  ^  Jiid^e^  la  whpfe  Coyrt  he  is  a 
Pafliq?r5J  yet  bp  .qQp4sO)ilied  ijp  bpppfiripjj  thereto 
l>y  jtetfiftns  jiot  muhorifed  »pr  giuided  by  .an  official 
CMtfb  (tp  difpttife  jtfftic^  PT  Tight  therejni  However^ 
fow  Teriiis  \frdrp  to  be  ^it^^Qded  by  Students  in  Dub- 
jin*  laA  thei;r  o;»n^  «acife4it^,Jthe  Trpafuter's  bocjs:^ 
yitb  tbiB  jwiyjnpW  of  jpnfe  ^yi,Mit  for  »gh  T^ym; 

Tbe,  n»o4p  s^  ^  x:#u)jq6  ^15  th^  vi^ft^s  AovgUy 
Wiicii  ifttr<l4^ced  j|t.  No  vCommqas  jwere  prqwre^ 
pimt^^iytoj  to  h^  ^yfJ^%  no  auention  tp  ^ebufiae^ 
of  <he  ioflr  iZlauxt;*  r^cOWP^ierf  or  rcguired.  A 
fiqibnal  ;ippfii^j;aw:e  bleforp  ti?»e  Steward  jioj$  fu^ 
ci^t^  TVAtb  tbie  iadifpqpGbl^  feis  of  a  giiini^i  Thi^^ 
any  full  groivn  apprentice  may  pafs  n^iftet^  as  ^  fub- 
fiitute;  or  if  the  Student  attended,  he  was  very 
i^arjy  JAitjated  ifl  tbat  •TyftoBi  .of  iiiilioipLy  for  which 
ihe  IqgaJl  pr^eiRpA  \m  he|S9  &n:]^ed>  The  ,BUi  mpt, 
in  its  pitfl^g?  thrpiigh,  thje  llojuf^  of  Cowmpi^s^  a^ 
ixnporiwt,  b^t  wmecplfery  kijprpveiflLent  j— -a  olajife 

i^  a4ded,  ailinula:^!^  ihe  Uriyileges  .of  ^  Dubli^i 
.d%r^  IP  4ilrbat  b^s  for  age^  attached  in  ^  Dngli0i 
.W  .of  Court  to  a  Mev^ber  of  O^ord  m^  C»iQ* 
^M\g(^  «)4  wjtucb.  b^  beon  extfi^ded  ^bj  .£j^lilb 
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Benclicrs  with  dignified  Khcrality  w  the  lilfk  Uni^ 

vcrfity, 

•  « 

The  ufeleffnels  of  that  Statute  appears  by  an  ac- 
knowledged authority  in  the  King's  Inns  to  fix  a  tim6 
of  attendance  in  London,  and  to  temper  fuch  regu- 
lation  with  a  fuitable  preference  and  refpcft  for  uni- 
verfity  education.  The  mifchief  of  parliamentary 
interference  to  force  a  previous  eihtry  in  Ireland  was 
very  obvious ;  a  principfe  becatne  thereby  adnutted, 
Hvhich  filently  tended  to  fever  the'  conftitutional  con- 
nexion of  fhis  country  with  England.  The'  fcgal 
leducation  ^  iriflim^A  iti  London  gave  pfefcriptiT^ 
ftrehgth  fo  oiif  domfnoh  union.  An  oppofite  prin- 
ciple began  to  gain  ground,  and  it  was  fuitable  to 
the  prevafeht  fprrif  of  that  tirhe  to  extend  Irifli  at- 
tetidance,  and  decfafe,  ihdi  no  entry  at  ah  EngUP 
.  inn  of  Court  was  neceffarp  Henry^s  Sfatnte  required 
a  reftance  In  an  Englijh  Inn  of  Cotartj  and  was  fatis- 
lied  therewith.  Its  fpirit  was,  however,  not  merely 
reflefted^  upon,  htii  in  one  important  mftance  d^ 
teftfy  tepeafed* 

The  moft  eminent  tnglifh  Prafticer  could  nof, 
dft  heretofore^  be  called  to  the  Irifli  Bar  without  a 
p?evious  entry  as  a  Student  of  the  King's  Inns ;  he 
Viiuft  even,  under  the  fubfequent  charter,  fiibmit  as 
a  mooting  pupil  in  our  new  legal  academj^  ere  ac- 
knowledged talents  or  practiced  learning  could  ena* 
ble  f he  baraffed  veteran  to  bolt  or  ifidulgi  in  pervh 
fes  at  the  Irifli  Ban  A  prtva.te  writer  may  befitate 
'  at  commenting  upon  enftini^  alb,  though  fetded 
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^leace  nuft  be  fubyerfive  of  general  freedom ;  bu^ 
the  preceding  Statute  h^s  been  purged  from  the 
Temple  of  Legiflationy  yet,  by  a  iuigula;r  pertina* 
city,  transient  Ki^g^s  ^n^  rulers  have  confirnped 
what  legiOative  wifdom  has  condefcended  to  repeal^ 
and  proved  their  fettled  negled:  of  clafCc  tafte  or 
i:ollegiate  eftablifliment,  by  an  abrog^ti$}n  of  th^  prij 

yilegeannexed  to  ^  y)uJ)Up  d?g?'?e.^ 

•  -* 

ft 

It  has  been  pecefTary  to  difcufs  and  ciiticife  the 
principles,  obje^,  and  eSed:  of  that  ill-confidere^ 
law,  as  its  condemnation  may  prevent  an  interfe^ 
rence  upon  a  partial  or  con|ined  view  of  a  legal  ful>- 
yt&y  and  juftifyppverpmentin ^yigilant  oppofition 
to  rules  variani:  froip  the  ^dom  of  ages^  or  th^ 
eftabU&ed  habits  of  botjb  copntries^    Such  atteippt^ 
may  not  always  proceed  frpnx  ^  f^ppefite  for  power, 
or  party  fpjrit,  tut  tl?ey  ijxeyitably  l^d  to  corruption^ 
mbeTss^lementy  an^  private  jobbing  ;  whicfi  practices 
taint  the  manners,  and  degrade  the  characters  of  fe^ 
niors  in  the  profeifion,  ai)d  epcqurage,,  by  evil  ex- 
ample, a  fimilar  difpofitipn  through  tl)c  rifing  gen^ 
ration,  even  to  remotelt  pofterity.    |L.awyers  bav^ 
ridiculed  Ganie  Laws,  as  fran>ed  by  fportfrnen  de& 
titute  of  profeHional  (kill ;  afid  nayal  herpes,  fearlefs 
of  fo^s  or  waves^  fiiudder  at  ^  legal  trade  wind. 
But  eaie  and  ^iniformity  can  fecond  legiilat jve  provjr 
fions,  if  interefted  innovation  meets  \$^ho|efome  der 
lay,  and  plainuef;  of  language  in  each  Statute  fur 
perfedes  hypocrify  of  defign.    Many  mifchievous 
conftrufUons  and  precipitate  e^p|aiutions  flow  from 
legifladve  vanity  ^  but  when  Lawyers  indulge  the 

vice. 
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l%Ki :  Wt  pi^ofeffim/af  Senators  th^n  fttft  &At\dct  A 

iUw  Statute,  ^  iJte  fobjefl  itaAd*  a/  {:^d;a35*w5  Law; 

cSImly  refleft  upbii  (^Z*  rBiftedj^  wftfeJt  tfca!  fyfWtt  afH 

plies,  and  extencf  6t  ck durtifcrfbt  prt^^Sed  btfttM^ 

tftent  a$  beft  correfponds  with  temporary  convenience 

iA&  geA^al  Jujlke:     1-hef6c6ttM  be  AoL**r»*  which 

lh<i  ittiibtencfe  cf  ihtf  fratftets  mwe  ftfWJ^If  Cdtr^. 

Jb^  iny  apf^alttrf  pMotiaff  o^  ppHtfcal  g  trJft.    I  im 

JM^aUfSjAtli  tEfem  iflj  zM  c^ndtbi  cMRSeftd  t 

KzitctiVHi  afllrnhirtg,  that  fircR  x*»as  tbrtf^  jeidhtify  it 

^eJfiAi(Aif  eitfh  iThei^-^  as  mn  t^'agrtfeihin^  mitfet 

^iWrWft  *d  tV(>t  apf>^df  ^s^tHy  jttjl^  or  dk^ntfif  xfft^" 

H^AnU-  ^brt  fh€  pr6^iifij  fft^afotft  conjin^trf  rt^  2* 

nm,  hfbrkif,  ahd  CKijWl,    ifi^b^Jd  ihetff  eter^ 

itjj^obitidtr  t<^hi4ft   c^ttld  rdufi  fretn  fMgfiff  or 

^i^d  fiftfe,  attd  rtcftWtf  ftdiAf  the  Ooyrtttm^At  ttt& 

¥%-ferfiettt  uflj^HAtWi  ericourkgdrt^t  aftd  ftt|^otf. 

With  i- VieNv^  to  thisfplfrrtftftte  pftifertcft,  afrd  an  itpfa^ 

f6h^c*ftKi^ftrterittba('dmif!g^haJf,  a(  ftaitrp  0f  fire 

jldliitas '^is -aAu^^l  to  tfit-  ctll  of  erficft  p^att  ta  tfie 

!]fefr,  infl"  thf  a^Jmiffian  of  a  Sttfdctrr  frbin  Eafter 

'hfrtfi,  -VyS2.*  •  Iteirgli  th^  M^A  fJi^S'tflutidn  at  that 

a^f&I  ihbitttnt  fed  t'd  cvAry  fuffute  tnaVcment  of  6ttt 

liWier,  arid  ti\nnt  L-a>5*yer^  op^l^  gttitJed,  tjr  ft- 

fehtfy  cArtdOifted  the  thtefyftintv  {tettct ;    z  particff. 

!«i^  &(!c6tttie  of  Adr  bbdy  ]fA-ei^ltitfei  th^  (Idfe,  cor- 

y«^,  itttl^  ^H^fai  l^itit*;  ^t*fch  tfht  irfrp^yrtartce  of 

liffli  ci^t'tferf  fe4rts  ierff {ftilfei  td  at  that  treAtetiddas 

crifis. 
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>:nri9«  Ao  apparent  uiuu^iioity  accompanied  the 
moil  fyftematic  hypocrify  ^^-^he  Englifli  Cabinet  and 
^riih  Parliament  wore  undoubted  milreprefent^tives 
of  their  refpi^Qiye  njitions.  Tlie  fifter  kingdom  .did 
not  cordially  confent,  nor  this  country  fincerely  be- 
lieve, th^j^  lfgj3L\.c\x9it^  or  commercial  monopoly 
werft  fijQ^y,  rgjSgned..  The  temporary  benefit  was^ 
however^*  .uturped  by  ^hs  legal  body  in  Ireland,  and 
uncommon  rank  ^nd  emplmjienj;  fecured  to  ignorant 
or  unprincipled  individuals  at  anheavy  and  unexam* 
pled  (;xgei\qe  ,to  the  coi,ptr^/  /^ 

We  fe^  9bout  thi^  tinie^  the  firi  attempt  to  r^r 
guiate  Attornies  in  their  approach  to  profe^oin,  by 
^King^s  fuM  order i  for  tmthe  nth  of  May^  ijBz^ 
Clerks .  to  be  admitted  Attornie^  mud  write  Court 
;md  Text  band.  I  find  no  fault  with  the  preceding 
regulation  ^  as  a  Judge>  I  would  wcojiliniend  or  en- 
force it  ^  as  an  Examiner,  atten4  to  an(}  obey  it ; 
and  if  ^he  ^ther^of  au  apprentice,  applaud  the  inte- 
grity  and  wifdoijx  of  ifs  propofers.^rYej:  from  a  fa- 
tality attending  jrifb  inftifutionp^  many  matters,  right 
in  then^felves,  c^re  liable  to  cenfure  from  tlie  mode 
of.introdu^on*  What  had  the  Benchers  ia  do  with 
ibe  firaSlUe  or  ieaming  of  AttomUs  ?  Did  even  their 
own  partial  or  cpntxadiftory  archives  furnifh  a  fmgle 
lelfilhor  prcfuqipt\K)U3.  precedent  to  juftify  the^j^  in-t 
mvatipn^^:        , 

The  artful  and  fludied  confufion  of  blending 

what  Judge?  oUght  to  do^  as  fiich,  with  their  cha- 

•  Taster  as.bonorary  guardians  of  a  voluntary  aflbcia** 

tioh. 
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fion,  was  the  concealed  defign.  Thus,  refbrnblinr 
the  morality  of  an  inquifitjon,  and  the  fettled  craft 
of  a  papal  cabmet^  in  whofe  records  harmlefs  pre- 
frepts  or  ufeful  doftrines  are  cafually  enterei  to  juf- 
tify  or  ftrengthen  fubfequent  felf-intereft  and  tyran- 
ny.  Aniid'the  fhiftings  of  internal  adminiftratfoi?, 
or  preffure  of  external  dominion,  Kin^s  hms  inno^ 
vation  has  preferved  a  Jleady  and  unaltered ftep  ;  for 
on  the  8th  July,  1 783,  **  a  perfon  memorialHng  for  a 
call,  muft  fet  forth  his  parents*  names y  their  addhionsy 
abode^  occufationy  and  teligiony  their  own  eourfe  of 
education^  and  ffrnier  occupation  of  lifcy  (if  they  fol- 
lowed  any)  and  alio  their  ftanding  in  England.'* 
Thii  order,  fo  minute  and  ezteniive  in  its  objeft  of 
enquiry,  exceeded  any  precedent  in  the  Englifli  Inns, 
but  was  well  calculated  to  create  and  confirm  an  inr 
ternal  party  fyftem. 

From  the  accefflon  of  James  I.  very  few  advcn^ 
turers  approached  the  Irilh  Bar,  and  in  earlier  timc^ 
men  of  tlie  moft  refpeftable  deftent,  or  ample  pro- 
perty,  exclufively  filled  that  ftapon.  Where  the  ir- 
refiftible  impulfe  of  genius  animated  well  ^ucatcd 
men,  of  narrow  means\  to  encountfer  this  great  dif- 
ficulty^ their  original  goodcond'uft  correfporidcdwith 
final  fuccefs.  It  was'ltherefore  unwife  to  adH  new 
obftrudions'to  the  approach  of  fiidt  perfons^  though 
extremely  natural  to  find,  that  this  fpirit  of  excte- 

fion  met  fupport  from  that  quarter. 

' ' ■     » •   *"  "...i     •  •. 

The  ftate  of  focicty  was  lb  completely  changed 

from  the  death'  of  Elilabetii,  that  the  order  of  >iit«^ 

'  '■'       '    '■'■  Lw 


l«.<a  £.ngUfli  Inns  of  Court  feU  iiito  becQizjing  defu- 
«r ude.     TJiat  Monarchy  in  the  ftrft  year  of  his  reign, 
commanded  that  none  fliould  be  admitted  as  Stu- 
deats,  but  genthihen  of  defcentj   ^^til  his  plcafure 
were  known.  .  In  cpmpiiance  with  th^  Royal  man- 
daiqr,  each  Society  ordered,   "  That  the  ^ame  bp 
lirft  put  into  tb$  Penfiun  Roll,  and  delayed  until  the 
next   T^fin,   if  /hj  yrere  fit;'*     lime  co-operate^ 
with  con^mon  ipnf§  Iq  finothering  the  fanciful  novel- 
ty of  a  lettered  I?n^ce ;  proff fljonal  talent  i^as  fub« 
ilicuted  for  heraldic  vanity,  ^nd  l^aw  peifmitted  to 
run  a  collateral  career  with  phyfi;  or  divinity.  Thus^ 
9iea  of  mean  de£c^nt>  or,. laborious  youngpr  brch 
thers,  fbrin  the  advance  guard  of  legal  dignity  an4 
fdence;  a  precluiidn^of  fuch  would  deprive  theStn* 
deiu  of  Saunders^s  elaboj^ate  pleadings^  and  '^ccu? 
rate  report9"-^the  ftate  of  Somers -s  virtuous  talent;, 
and  private  friendihip  or  .ppbUc  ch^n^y)  hA  no  ai4 
f^om  darkens  gratitude  ^  bq^txifyi 

Had  the  order  afllimed  the  fpirit  of  ds\  €9C  po/i 
fdilc  Law,  and  exifting  Members  been  called  to  acr 
<ount  for  fedfifying  public  records,  an  hoflile  party 
among  the  Benchers  may  not  accept  it  ^s  c^  fufiicient 
;|ipology  from  the  ions  of  obfiure  ferfons^^  that  they 
entered  Englifti  Inns  as  thc-fons  of  Efquires^  merely 
becaufe  their  fathers  were  not  genilepien.  The  Irifti 
order  went  to  an  unneceffary  length,  and  fayoure(j[ 
inore  of;  curiofity  than  ute. 

That  pordon  of  youth  who  are  emphatically  called 

natural  childten^  yf&^t  tbii$  obliged  \o  authenticate 

thp> 
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their  own  Hfegftiriracy,  Ain  tfre  raijiic  df  ftiturt  fti^ 
piilfion  by  fubfcribiiig  a  known  felflKKxI^  or  be  pr^ 
pluded  from  that  proifeffion?^l  eaf eir  fo  whkh  bril- 
liant talents  and  pfrfcvcring  iilduftry  inevitably  tead. 
Jl.et  not  the  reader  imagine  that  I  am  arguing  upon 
an  extretne  pdflible  cafe,  Aongh  fegiflat|i^  pM7i%nf 
or  t^rell-confideted  Bench  rules  ought  to  provide  far 
fuch.  The  grievance  has  freqiiently  hapf^ene^^  and 
feverefy  aiHided  both  parent  an^  child.-^ts  firft  in- 
ftance  affeAed  the  expe^ed  heir  of  a  large  forttnoQ 
-^fuch  perfon  v^$  ^turatiy  protet^m)  by  the  Cia»* 
feihr  and  Treafuter.  I  was  appairMly  ^m^ited  for 
itdvice  upoti  !(be  ocif^fioii,  as  tl^ey  xi^ell  knew  that  i( 
^otild  not  efcape  my  nioficef  The  precedent  thus  efiq^ 
bfifted,  was  enforeisd  ott  tivery  f ubfisquent  occafioo^ 
v^hkii  c&me  Mb  my  knowledge.  I  thqs  converted 
the  dedfiiM  of  particular  par tiaiityy  inte  an  infett* 
ptentot  general  ^d^afiiy,  and  iftic  mdtfaer's  nam^ 
l(Itogether  fuppf^flfed^  dMa-not  prechid?  adnuffioB«' 

About  this  time^  dn'ee  Judges  wero  added  t6  th^ 
Common  Law  Courts,  and  as  two  died  in  Autunm 
of  1783,  frsre  perfons  together  nvbunted  tfie  judidal 
feat-^  number  only  to  be  equalled  in  modern  time 
hy  the  arrangement  which  took  pllure  immediately 
after  the  union.  A  fymmetry  with  the  exterior 
foTttis  of  Englifh  Government  was  fpecioufly  bold 
out,  and  in  mod:  inftances  became  a  veil  for  exteiw 
five  and  increafed  patronage.  Twelve  Judges  thus 
graced  annual  Seffions,  and  aided  by  legal  accu- 
racy the  adive  energies  of  aa  Itdh  peerage.  That 
>ugu(l  b<^y  £dn>p$niated  for  a  long  abeyance  by  an 

interference 


^mf^t^^  ?to  4fjfta,W  -nkKfe  mlQQte  intf  parti^qhr 
thiU  wtm  difm^mi^§  - tll^r  Brh^' brethren.  The 
fH^  |>d6d4  (la^]|)<  ^M^\|  tfii  htipediffttnt  to  farther 
)f)i^fd%'fei^i^(  >  irt  liif^HM  jfrrtar  \fas  therdry  accn* 
^¥i^fed  M  tT]f6  kiklflf  (^  fht  ikdM<i  Tirdaforer,  who 
Aeed  !Vct  ^'^idpdy  afpnshdtltd  the  ci^im  of  an  ac^ 
*tmnt^^yiid^  tit'  kd^s-BOrfifters  wmld  not  bi  fi 
ifnei^ff.  •  Tf  ^us,'  a  behe^i^t  d6bt  accnsped^  on  ^jHikl^ 
kii<  L.d)^fllK^  ihi^he  ffjiiHc)  //ii^  iS^  EuecUt9r^  without 
i^ra^lhg  ttik¥t^  j^  MM  fi»aHy^  as  ibi  ^ent  ffnmod^  fuc* 

♦         •  1  I 
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'  'tefdririi'  Ree^!?*^«  pmSt^d  by  thfe  amippated 
fp6i\'-i^Ti&xt^VL^  etetilw  w**<:  kept,  whereby  a  fabv 
(^[tf^  fi^ch!«f  agisted  Vb  the  Society,  aieid .  mno» 
cak  8tU(i@iftHb^  £ve(i  lit  1 7^6)'  wheik  tbc'  foundation 
of  IST^  ¥ii^i  Cogr^  ^^teid  ift  ;tbe  cratre  ^pf  tht 
j^ilbKd  «f](^Mf  Mc>  i4|l2(<6«ctorr6dof  mMally  Cbapet^ 
dnS'LibM^^  Wii\€f9%![<myf^  not  ripe  fdr  fucf 
ceKfVl4dttfj(^A«'of  j«M^  EngliOimeiiy  like  Lj^ 
fin^d^i  Autlufldi  tvooM  bOfVow  ihe  tight  frorti  our 
ftftef  Kh^fMi',  ^M  M>t '^owmerad;  its  Renins  erivit 
d6m.'^  tKJhg^^  •(nti9  jMiDvattori  was  thus  ^layed^  un- 
tit  th><^  Ch^flfg^llt^^'l  <ifes((h'di^tTed  official  union. 
Thfe  fht^reftiri}J^V«il  bpetiwt  to  pfie  pdrfan  a  piot  * 
peft  bf  tll<;  Gre^  Seal^  and  to  otjiei^i^  equally  atn^ 
bitiousi,-  (h^  hiimbter  ti«w.  trf  gukiig  the' profeffiofl, 
^hdi  rtiaiiagifig  ift  ifticnwl  iwhcems^        . 

Tlie  f^ad^r  i»uft  tft^W  prepare  for  rdfrfcl^rionaty 
Icen^,  ii^  th^  fbfmaridn  of  which  litile  attentioft 
•Wa^  paid  to  ^tthWc  ff hit,  c3jr  le^  precedent    No 
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^lluiion  will  henceforward  be'  made  Co  the  genev^ 
ftate  of  the  country,  or  its  movements  j  l^gal  yai^r 
ations  or  King's  Inns  concerns  ihidl  occupy  the  fpc* 
ceeding  pages.  Exifting  vanity  .or  departed  vice  are 
alike  intituled  to  abborrcpce  and  oblivion }  whiU^ 
ia£b,  too  recent  for  dqubt  cr  deiiialy  prefs  forwar4 
to  purify  Liberty  and  Law>  by  roufu^g  PHnce  ao4 
People  to  tbeif  amendment  pr  r^al.  My  perfonal 
intered  njeets  fupport  in  thdr  extent  or  continuance^ 
befides,  every  tyrant  or  fycophant  among  the  legal 
tribe  will  execrate  me  for  interrupting  ySn^^urd^  prinm 
0plesy  or  intere/ied  purfuits.  I  can  thus  apply  the 
language  of  an  irritated  Ropian  patriot,  to  opprefic4 
ipbtemporaries :  ^f  Multa  me  P$hortant\xr  avobis 
^ci,  ni  Studinm  patri^  fuperft,  Oi^m  ijl^  qoidem 
piget  dicere,  his  |inni$  qqindedm  quam  ludibri^ 
fueritis  fuperbiap  paucor^mu  i^  quam ;  quifque  peC- 
iume  feoit^  tan^  maxzme  tujLus  fuit^  met om  a  iedere 
fuo  ad  ign;av2a]Di^  yeftram  trwftulero^  qpos  omnes, 
^adern  cupere,  <eadem  Metoere  ia  unum  coegit^ 
quod  fi  yos  tarn  -libertatis  puram  haberctis^ 
quam  iHi  ad  dominationem  agcenfi  fijint ,  profefko 
fiexfj^  Reps  Ixjpitium  Acuti  punc  vaLilfuretur,  &  be« 
neficia  vellra  penes  optimos,  non  s^udaciilimos  forent^ 
certe  ego  libertatem,  quae  mihi  tr^dits^  eft,  experiar, 
verum  id  fnjftra,  an  ob  rem  feci^m,  in  v^ra  manu 
iitum  eft/*^  It  was  obvious,  that  if  a  Treafurer  wa& 
pot  appointed  during  the  vacancy  of  the  Great  Seal, 
matters  would  move  in  the  preceding  manner,  aiid 
the  new  ChanceHor  occupy  the  vacant  office.  With 
becoming  promptitude  and  judgment,  it  was  de- 
clared, on  the  234  May,  1789,  forthwith  expedient 

to  proceed  to  the  election  of  a  Treafurer ;   it  \»^ 

a'  *.* 


ijibordered^    **  That  the  Treafurcri  for  thetim^ 
being,  do  lay  before. the  Society ^  on  the  firft  day  of 
every  ifluable  Terni,  an  account  of  the  receipts,  di& 
burfementSj  stnd  balance  due  to  this  Society,  remain-* 
ing  in  his  hands<"    ^'  That  faid  balance  be  paid  intof 
the  Bank  of  Ireland,*  on  accoifiit  of  this  Society.^' 
*^  That  it  is  expedient  id  alppdnt  a  Comidittee  to  in- 
fpeft  the  Treafurer's  account  on  the  firft.day  of  every 
iffuable  Term/'     "  That  William  Caldbeck,  Efq* 
be  defied  Treafurer  for  one  year,  ending  the  laft 
day  of  Eafter  Term  next/'    Such  were  the  pre- 
paratory fteps  which  led  to  moft  important  events  i 
the  (ieveral  tefolves  feemed  prot«£tive  of  official  pu« 
rity^  and  profeflional  decorum.    If  prafUcat  inte-*' 
grity  be  equal  to  prefumed  talent,  a  fljormy  or  turbu^ 
lent  period  renders  luch  hiftory  extremely  iatereft-* 
ing,  as  pofterity  mud  look  thereto  for  honed:  and 
enlightened,  precedents*  ^ 

The  a&ivity  of  thisnew    adniftration  was  for  i 
ibhie  ume  checked,  from  a  want  of  pecuniary  re« 
fonrces  to  exercife  its  genius  for  innovation  or  ex- 
penditure.    Students  on  entry^   and  Barriilers  at 
their  call,  paid  a  ftamp  of  5L  each  to  the  Society. 
The  ancient  fine  of  Barriftcrs  on  admifEon  was 
a\.  135.  4d«;  and  each  Attorney,  ijs.  4d.     In  the 
fucceeding  Sefiion,    the  preceding  Jiamp  duty  was 
doubled,    lliis,  with  the  fum  of  1527L  due  at  the 
Stamp  Office,  and  received  by  the  new  Treafurer, 
formed  a  new  and  ihcreafmg  fund*    The  fucceeding 
Term  gave  a  regular  determination  to  Mr.  CaJd- 
beck's  official  fituation,  andfirongly  bound  his  par- 
.Hcular  friends,  by  perfonal  honor  and  public  fpirit, 

to 


426  HISroJLY   t}f   THE 

to  en&fce  ks  juft  i>bfeiiiramie. '  That  pr^ibei|^  abaa^ 
doned,  «tieiy  impud^fit  pretonfion,  oa  their  p^,  id 
the  preceding  maiily  ipKlhtiai  ^  eQni{iIcic^  ^^iifi 


kig  to  thftir  4:oRdiid,  a|i4  impattially  AifyiSDik  oen« 
$06)  or  ipplaiiie.  The  motiw  of  iwtval  alreadjf 
homnknces  to  appear;  and  ^H  enable  ihe  reader  to 
judge  with  propordofied  preclfkm  al  to  Aicceeding 
erepti:  It  is  a  merited  com^lknent  to  A%  general 
tktfs  Kif  Benchers^  that  tliey  were  mapptife^  of  tb^ 
projefted  Ichemesj  tnd  ^berclbi^  tudbfidtods  of  the 
vacant  fitnaition.  On  thk  f olbje^  (mwfalort  wen 
perfaftlyiUent;  iri^ral  geBttomen^  dieA  prefecn;,  a{^ 
(imdmei  theft  they  had  no  fiirettiod^t  ^  du*  Hah^ 
lequent  profit  attached  to  tli6  4]fio^  <^  Treatfuner. 
Such  aflertion  can  nf eet  the  more  eatfy  <redit,  9$  dm 
magnitude  and  variety  of  the  defign  required  inceC- 
JbM  cunning  to  arrange,  mohire,  end  toing  lb  per- 
fection, a  drcnmibnce  wfaicfa  reoden  the  ^ficrip- 
ticn  is£  irs  progtiefs  a  matter  pf  pro£effiosil  interaft^ 
and  natibaid  bttiefit^ 

But  it  is  ihe  filil  cfibrt  of  hiftoiic  «&  and  impat- 
ianoe  to  adjuft  the  TreafQPer*«  acoouMs,  4$,i  ^ 
ttjfstul  yj&iefi  to  him  and  the  Society^  by  a  ticndf 
43iichai^«of  t^  balance.  An  boiieft  and  inteBigeat 
ieader  woukL  ftippoTe  fuch  matters  fo  regulaf^  ar- 
fatnged,  as  to  occafion  4ittle  delay  or  troi4>le ;  tnt 
4iere  always  ^esafts  a  ftudied  oonAafion  m  4i{hooeft 
^ifiqpunts^  which  proves  that  p^«U^  joUmg  requires 

•  deieftifliBi 
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wte^dnted  ^graee,  before  protefled  faity  feels 
a  hlnAij  or  peribnal  pkhder  yi^s  io  jutional  inJto^ 
T^.  Britdn  exerdfes  thk  powerful  principle  ^tk 
u  fymt  cbngenfal  to  fhe  knegri^y  of  ite  Govertiitienf^- 
and  fhe  hcted&Oiitj  patnodfei  of  ^alightciied  ipbabi^ 
tantsw 

IrHii  dd^miniftfatioB,  ^eoeraUy  ^dvek^feto  the  intft* 
ieft  of  the  country^  enceuraged  a  different  cQndqfi 
In  fhek  degraded  dep^ndattts  i  «Ven  extorted  xm- 
praVements  are  hereby  cendorad  ndrriwy  partiati 
tind  inemplete.  TtiHS^  the  «Sei£ts  of  the  jSeudi  Sepi 
Scheme  corpe^ied  in  EnglUh  courts  what  a  finiibr 
^eeefiiiy  intredticed  into  belaud  fizty  yeari^  .ft&er; 
^th  te,  f  ^bmi  rei^idantly  extends  toithe  {^cocant 
^arti  whereas  in  England  a.  partionlar  ufefijiiL  jm* 

tiple  becomes  dn  uni^irfiS  operative  ruk^ . 

*         •  ... 

I^d  tifibrd  f^ed  the-office  iar4»(e!tty*one  year&;r 
even  avarice  was  fufEcient  to  awaken  his  curiofity^  \^ 
that  fingnlar  appointment,  as  to  the  difference  in  many 
triihplan6frQm£ngliftiinadice.  No  auh  kaew  bet- 
ter  the  value  of  moneys  or  the.prcgi:eiIrtepQ^er  of 
•hitercft. 

\  .  .         r       • 

Let  ns  now  fee  the  acknowledged  receipt ;  neitt 
ieviey^  4he  allowed  expenditnre; , and. iaftl^»  record 
what  remains  tmaceompled  iot^  and  undifcharged : 
Balance  of  Lord  Bowas^s  amount  was  .  $08!.  1 73* 
rod. — deceived  from  John  Robinfbii  in  Eaft^y 
1766^  129I. — AdmiffiQn  dF  Benchees,  i6Si.  13s.  4d« 
*-*Of  Barr^cTs^  i^ol.  <>f  which  fatter  perfons  q^ 

hundred 
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fiu3drtd  arid  ninety-fix  paS4  a  ftamp*  4uty  of  5I 
cacb»  on  admifiipn  to  the  Bar.— One  hundred  and 
eighty-four  Students  adniiffion  fees»  490L  13s.  4d. 
^vith  a  5I.  ftamp  on  each,  afnountinpr  to  920W 
Compofitbn  for  ond  hundred  and  dghty-ooe  termly 
Commons,  at  4U  iis.  each,  823L  11& — ^EleyeA 
hundred  and  forty-feven  Attornies,  whofe  admiflion 
fiees  amounted  to  764.!^  15s*  4d..-^R^nts  received  to 
^788,  inclufive,  2164I.  13s.  ad.— rMaterbk  of  old 
•houfes  fold^  187I.  13s.  3d.}  making  in  the  \9h0le 
.the  fum  of  8597I.  15s,  jd*  The  difcharge  of  the 
preceding  account  f eceived  every  interruption  vi^hick 
could  arife  from  evafion,  itibttaflion^  and  dday; 
nor  was  it  imtii  two  year ^  and  an  half  after  bis  Lord- 
ihip^s  deaths  that  a  final  fettlemeht  and  ^ance  was 
ftruck;  for  Ifind^  on  the  29th  of  Ndvembtfr^  1791, 
that  a  King's  Inns  Committee  allowed  for  the;  Trea- 
furer's  expenditure  on  behalf  of  the  Societjj  3881L 
OS.  8d.  and  pronoun<:ed  the  remaining  debt  4040I. 
jfis,  jhd;  ^ 

Which  balance  was  paid  over  to  the  Trcafurer  in 
Hifary  Term,'  1792?,  attd  is  acknowledged  in  the ' 
printed  account,  by  an  entry  of  the  following  re- 
markable inifort :  **  The  Treafurer  having  had  much 
trouble  in  fearchirig  the  books  of  the  Spdety,  and 
other  documents,  to  form  and  eftabliih  a  charge 
againft  the  reprefcntatives  of  the  late  Treafurer,  and 
to  ftate  and  fettle  the  accounts  of  the  Society  for  up^ 
l^ards  of  twenty  years,  and  a  bahmce  of  4040I. 
it6s.  3hd.  appearing  on  the  account  due  to  theSoci- 
':ety,  and  berog  paid  over  to  the  Treafurer,  he  is,  in 
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cohfideration  of  fuch  troiible  alldved  iipon  his  ac- 
count, a  Aim  of  2oaL  being  at  the  rate  of  one  (hil- 
ling in  the  pound  on  faid  fiim  teceived.''  If  fuch 
was  the  prompt  pecuniar jr  reward  of  official  duty, 
the  reader  may  indulge  me  with  the  cheaper  tribute 
bf  approbation  for  difintereiled  accuracy,  and  more 
extenfive  refearch.  6591.  15s.  was  deduded  from 
the  termly  compofition  for  Commons,  on  an  allega* 
tion  that  the  remainder  had  not  been  received.  Stu- 
dents, or  their  friends,  are  generally  very  eager  to 
prevent  pecuniary  defaults  from  dbftruding  profef- 
fional  purfuits.  My  mind  would  be  eafier  fatisiied 
that  Students  did  not  regularly  appear  each  Term, 
than  that  the  fee  was  forgot,  or  unpaid  in  a  grofs 
fum,  on  the  party^s  admiffion  to  the  Bar* 

Irregular  or  concealed  accounts  cail  be  quietly  li- 
quidated by  an  admiflibn  of  Angular  or  incredible 
neglects.  Under  fuch  de&lcations,  or  allowances^ 
the  account  was  Anally  fettled ;  but  one  material  re- 
mark remains :  the  rents  received  in  his  Lordfhip's 
time  are  faid  to  be  2164I.  13$. ;  but  the  old  annual 
tents  of  the  Society  appear  to  be  42 ol.  9s.  6d.  by 
i?hich  that  nobleman  received  from  April  1768,  to 
April  1789,  on  that  head,  8809I.  195;'  6d.  by  which 
me<ins  a  faii:  and  clear  debt  of  Ax  thoufand  pounds^ 
and  upwards,  remained  unfatisfied*  Thus,  the  an- 
cient mifmanagement  or  frauds  upon  our  Society  are 
clofed.  If  refpeft  for  the  dead  prevented  a  legal 
fuit,  or  national  alarm,  (bould  not  fome  regard  be 
had  to  cotertporarifes;  or  unoffending  pofterity,  in 
fubfequent  iJllioVatirtg  prafltices,  ^ 

Gg  U 
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It  is  a  rpelahcholy  truth,  that  this  part  of  tlie 
Hiilory  tnll'  exhibk  a  fable  tiflue  of  deeds  which  it 
mail  be  my  wiOi  ta  bory  in  oblivion,  but  that  feel- 
ings of  loyalty  and  patriotifm  claim  the  difcui&on* 
Perfonat  honor  equally  exafls  fimilar  exertions  from 
each  reader,  and  particularly  fuch  pierfbns  as  unite, 
with  competent  power,  correfpbndent  wHhes  for  the 
public  good.  The  reader  will  conceive  that  I  have 
armed  him  with  two  appofite  precedents,  ill  the  cafes 
of  Bowes  and  Liffbrd,-  to  enforce  ati  aimual  appoint- 
ment, and  regtilat  ftatemenf  of  accouhts,  by  Km^t 
Inns  Treafurers;  and  alfo,  that  private  Members  are 
the  propereft  perfdns  to  fiH-  fuch  offices,  as  being 
deftitute  of  fufircient  weight  to  fcreen  iliaKpfaflice, 
or  of  vanity  to  claim  profeffional  patronage.  My 
opinion  on  the  preceding  alarming  fadls  may  be  con- 
ceived by  every  honeft  man.  \  will,  fn-  the  hmor  oj 
human  nature^  hbpe  that  theit  Lordflups  looked  no 
further  than  the  ufe  of  the  Sbeiety's  itibiiey,  with- 
out any  view  to  defalcation  or  plunder^  The  event, 
however,  afforded  an  irrefiftible  argument  to  a  wifci 
learned^  and  honejl  body^  to  hold  a  different  hand 
with  fucceeding  Treafuren^  particularly  where  pro* 
jeded  wiprovements  and  new  taxes  rendered  a  reifdar 
and  exteiifive  expenditure  ufeful  or  neceilary. 

As  to  Lord  LiiFord^s  legal,  poIitica{,  and  perfonal 
charader,  I  was  pleafed,  in  my  commentary  on  Rei* 
ty's  cafe,  to  declare  him  a  magiftrate  diftingtiiflied 
for  benevolence  of  hearty  amiabtenefs  of  manners, 
i&nri vailed  patience,  and  profound  legal  knowledge* 
His  avarice  was  known,  but  drew  upon  hicn  no  faf^ 

piclon 
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^icioti  of  judicial  corruption.  As  I  am  i^onvinced 
of  his  purity  upon  that  head,  and  doubtful  of  any 
deliberate  deflgn  to  defraud  the  King^s  Inns,  let  his 
Lordibip's  memory  be  graced  by  the  teftimony  of 
an  independent  man;  whilfl  minions^  parafites^ 
and  Batterers,  to  my  certain  knowledge,  never 
penned  a  paragraph  to  fuftain  his  mild  and  honeft 
name. 


As  a  glaring  fymptom  of  fucceedihg  jobs,  and 
preconcerted  malverfation,  the  Treafurer  hung  in 
office,   without  re-appointment  or  removal,   until 
Hilary  Term^  179 1^^   wheii  he  was  confirmed,  in 
deTpite  of  eicifting  rules,  until  further  order.    Crom- 
well was  thus  folicited  to  continue  military  command 
for  one  campaign^  which  that  fandUfied  patriot  not 
only  kindly  complied  with,  but  fuperadded  thereto 
civil  authority^   and  wfth  fuitable  public  fpirit  re- 
tained both  for  the  remainder  of  his  life.     General 
eftablilhed  principles  ihould  not  depend  upon  parti- 
cular appointments;    therefore  the    Bench  flood 
pledged  to  recent  rules,  proteftive  of  integrity^  order ^ 
and  mconomy.     Yet  that  grave  body  neglected  an  in- 
fpeftion  of  accounts,  though  feveral  iffuable  Terms 
elapfed ;  it  alfo  overlooked  a  payment  of  the  balance 
into  the  Bank  of  Ireland.     Governnlent  Securities 
were  produdiye,  but  the  houfe  of  a  private  perfon 
could  not  be  a  fafe  fituation  for  the  property  of  a 
public  Society,  and  particularly  when  there  was  nd 
correft  evidence  to  authenticate    its    identity   or 
amount.     Accumulating  income  and  undefined  po- 
rtion attended  official  appointment  j  power  only  was 
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wanting  to  extend  party  influence^  and  confirm  new 
eftablilhed  ftrength. 

No  cenfure  ftains  the  K^ing's  Inns  Rolls,  except 
hi  the  well  known  cafe  of  Sir  John  Everard.  But 
that  bafe  refolve  reflefts  equal  difhonor  on  an  un- 
principled 'S^ceroy,  and  fubfervient  tools,  which 
icandal  has  been  confirmed  by  their  revoking  the 
2L&J  in  compliance  with  his  imperious  mandate. 
Examples,  popular  in  themfelves,  and  certunly  tui- 
exceptionable,  muft  lead  to  an  ufefiil  latitude,  and 
fandify  projefted  tyranny  by  correft  precedents  j  for 
though  the  inftances  may  be  unneccflary,  the  prin- 
ciple muft  lead  to  recognife  and  eftablilh  new*fangled 
authority.  Two  unfortunate  Attormes  had  been 
guilty  of  perjury,  and  fuffered  the  legsd  penalties 
attached  to  conviftion,  one  of  whidi  wa^an  imme-' 
diate  difqualification  from  profeffidnal  pradice. 
There  was^  therefore,  no  added  neceffity  for  exclud- 
hig  fuch  men  from  a  voluntary  Society  of  gentle- 
men ;  their  evidence  would  be  as  foon  admitted  in 
a  court  of  juftice,  as  their  prefence  tolerated  by  Irifli 
Barriftcrs  or  Aitornies.  In  that  inftance  prerogative 
itfelf  would  be  flayed ;  fbr  though,  in  our  dme,  a 
pillored  perjurer  has,  by  the  effeft  of  a  royal  par- 
don, (as  to  its  fubfequent  efFefbs)  aflerted  his  right 
to  fit  m  the  Englifh  Senate,  more  difficulty  may  oc- 
cur in  a  prefumed  alTociation  with  a  felf-created  le- 
gal fociety. 

King's  Inns  Rolls  were,  however,  difgraced  ^ith 
a*  nominal  expulfion ;  which  aA,  for  the  preceding 

rea^on^^ 


I'^afofis^  our  unaflUming  predecefTors  would  confider 
as  an  ebullition  of  legal  furplufage.  Two  other 
Members  were  alfo  treated  in  a  fimilar  manner : 
One  gentleman  had  been  called  to  the  Engliih  Bar, 
but  it  having  been  reprefenjed,  that  an  indidlment 
for  perjury  lay  againft  him  in  this  kingdom,  and 
^at  haying  entered  into  a  recognifance  with  fureties 
to  ftand  his  trial,  the  recognifance  became,  for  want 
of  attendance,  i^reated.  The  ^nglifh  Benchers^ 
with  profeifional  accuracy,  and  couefpondent  inte- 
grity, received  an  official  document  from  Ireland, 
and  bottomed  fubfequent  proceedings  thereon.  Per- 
fonal  notice  was  ferved  upon  the  party ;  he  evei> 
appeared  by  Attorney  upon  the  appointed  day,  de- 
jncd  the  truth  of  the  charges,  and  prayed  time  to  pro- 
duce evidence  to  difprpve  the  fame.  It  was,  howe^ 
yer,  mod  properly  ruled,  "  That  no  fuch  partial, 
^ifcuilion  ihould  be  admitted,  and  as  the  default  was 
neither  denied  nor  accounted  for,  his  call  to  the  Bai: 
was  vacated,  and  a  copy  of  faid  order  tranfmitted  tp. 
the  Chancellor,  Mafl:er  of  the  Rolls,  and  thq  twelvQ 
Judges  at  Weftmixjfter/' 

This  profcribed  perfon  had  not  beeii  for  many, 
years  refident  in  Ireland,  and  feemed  equally  ba* 
niihed  by  perfonal  circumftances,  and  imputed 
crime.  The  reader  may  therefore  feel  furprife  at  a 
nam^,  tbtfs  civilly  dead^  being  erafed  from  our  Soci-> 
ety.  If  the  foregoing  reafons  do  not  fadsfy  him,  ( 
will  illuftrate  the  principle,  by  the  prafUce  of  a  ce? 
iebrated  body,  which  exceeds  the  Irifh  Bench  in  an 
pftei^tatiou?  profeflion  of   Chrijiian  morality^    and 
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%vell'fempcred  jujilce.  The  tribunal  of  inquifitioa 
was  determined  not  to  reft  its  authority  on  the  dtd-^ 
fions  of  other  courts,  or  weaken  an  holy  zele  by 
fuch  a  vulgar  appeal.  Its  firft  trials  had  ^  reference 
tp  the  dead  j  and  as  conviftions  were  neither  attend* 
cd  with  the  confifcation  of  real  or  perfonal  property, 
furvaving  relations,  and  the  people  at  large,  held 
themfeives  uninterefted  in  the  event.  By  this  toipor 
principles  were  adopted,  and  maxims  became  preva- 
lent, variant  from  the  civile  or  even  canon  law^  whicl^ 
howpyer  formed  fettled  precedents,  and  were  excr* 
cifed  with  unbending  energy,  and  to  an  unboimded 
extent,  to  torture  and  deftroy  the  living, 

I'he  charge  againft  the  preceding  perfon  was 
quickly  brought  forward.  Not' fatisfied  witli  the 
domeftic  record,  the  Society  expended  money  iu 
obtaining  copies  of  what  orders  or  'papers  were  deter^ 
mined  upon  in  England,  His  long  abfence  being 
well  known,  the  Publin  Gazette  contsdned  a  no- 
tice for  attendance  upon  a  given  day.  ITie  party 
concerned  did  not  probably  expeft  an  official  fitua- 
tion,  therefore  might  be  in  the  habit  of  reading  that 
bbrcuie,  but  important  national  paper :  as  was 
Ibrefeen,  on  the  Appointed  day  he  neftjier  appeared 
in  perfon,  or  by  Attorney,  Here  exifted  added 
room  for  caution  in  the  Benchers ; — they  had  no 
t)etter  authority  for  the  h€t  than  the  IriOi  record  or 
Englifh  i^efof utioni  Did  they  (late  either  to  juftify 
thedccifion?  No  fuch  thing.  Thus,  from  preraifes 
pnauthenticated  or  unproduced,  an  honorable  and 

Jippropyfate  principle  accidentally  refulted*     How- 
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evtr^  neither  the  record  nor  decifion  is  noientioned  as 
xhe  caufe  of  expuUion.  The  party  may  have  gone 
abroad  with  a  full  intention  to  (land  trial,  and  be 
;irrefted  for  debt,  with  a  continuance  in  imjuifour 
jnent,  as  happened  in  the  well-known  cafe  of  aa 
Knglifh  Duke,  and  was  vifible  in  the  fame  year  by 
.the  return  of  au  Irijh  Earl^  aft^r  a  fimilar  reftralat 
of  tiiienty  years*  I  ao^  £aLr  &ojn  fiippofing  the  cen- 
fure  inflicted  wilJt^out  a  thorough  ^ronvidion  on  the 
mind  of  every  voter  as  .to  the  truth  of  the  faft ;  but 
Bench  deciflons  ibould  correfpond  in  accuracy  and 
predfion  with  their  pre&imed  integrity  and  indepea- 
dence.  However,  an  hiftoric  detail  demands  ao 
;i2nion  of  ufeful  principles  with  recorded  events. 

The  fecond  expulfion  related  to  t}>e  native  of  ^ 
fifter  country,  who  became  a  legal  adventurer  ii) 
this.  He  laboured  under  a  fufpicion  of  bigamy, 
^d  had  Qo  ftronger  proof  of  re<;orde4  innocence 
to4hew,  than  that  he  was  acquitted  from  a  charge 
of  being  ^  principal  in  poifoning  a  fellow-prifoner. 
With  fj^ch  recomn^endation^  tp  populaf  jijfluenc^ 
and  perfonal  refped,  he  met  the  judgn^ent  of  his 
profeffion  for  the  following  fad ;  An  appeal  to  th^ 
Houfe  of  Lords  was  figncd  by  him ;  he  had-  not 
been  concerned  in  the  caufe  in  the  court  bejow ;  it 
was  therefore  a  direft  cpnt^papt  againft  that  tribunal^ 
and  meritied  from  the  Members  an  adequate  punifh- 
ment ;  to  them  ^Ifq,  of  right,  belonged  tfie  cen- 
fure )  I  even  conceive  it  an  infult  upon  that  noble 
body  for  the  King's  Inns  to  take  a  lead  or.  interfere 
therein  j  it  may  not  be,  however,  fo  unneceffary  to 

cftablifl^ 
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eftablifli  fuch  a  precedent  in  that  houfe,  as  in  our 
Society.  The  matter  was  therefore  taken  in  (rati' 
JiiUj  and  the  unhappy  man  called  to  anfwer  the  com- 
plaint. He  attended;  pleaded  ignorance  of  the 
rule,  its  reafon,  or  effeds,  which  his  Judges  no 
doubt  relied  upon;  for  the  judicial  diforders  of  the 
Houfe  of  Lords^  and  the  antral  part  of  Coke  Liitletm^ 
were  moft  probably  eijually  unknown  to  him.  He 
pkdged  himfeif  to  perpetual  banininient,  and  only 
deprecated  the  public  difgrace,  ^  barring  to  his  fu- 
ture induftry  every  polfible  avenue  of  life.  Expul- 
fion  enfued,  and  a  regular  amputation  was  given  to 
4jtn  already  mortified  Member. 

The  reader  can  form  a  ready  conclufion  how  far 
previ6us  chara^er  operated  to  fwell  into  a  le^al  at« 
taihder  the  matter  under  review  ;  and  wh^er  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  as  men  (f  conjcmce^  bonor^  and  bit* 
rnanitj^  would  affix  to  a  profeffional  error  fuch  a  fe- 
vere  and  irrevocable  ftigmap  The  preceding  dccii 
fions  merit  as  perpetual  remembrance,  as  die  mo- 
tives leading  thereto ;  they  prove,  that  in  the  flatter- 
ing da\yn  of  ^bfolute  power  s^d  party  zele,  the  mod 
rigorous  an^  minute  enquiry  could  not  find  more 
numerous  vidtims.  The  ^hree  fifft  feemed  already 
fevered  from  the  profeffion,  by  pubUc  punifliroent 
or  imputed  crime  j  and  the  latter  laboured  under  the 
joint  malady  of  perfonal  infamy  and  profeffional  ig- 
norance. The  great,  but  maiked  obje^  of  men 
who  confidttred  themfeives  leaders  in  the  Society, 
and  wiOidd  to  be  incircled  by  venal  or  voluntary  vaf- 
falsjWas  fccpnded  by  the  peceding  (ipgular  cafes. 

A  con- 


KING'S    JNHff  437 

A  copcealedy  unfworn^  and  irrefponiible  mode  of 
voting  may  enable  malignant  individuals^  or  a  con* 
federated  faction,  to  ere£t  themfelves  into  a  court  of 
criminal  equity,  *'  vbich,  by  a  liberal  conftruftion 
in  the  afcertainmei^t  of  prefumed  oiTences,  and  a 
difcretionary  mode  in  their  punifhment^  would  deal 
vengeance  to  perfonal  or  political  foes.? 

As  fised  wealth  by   encreafed  duty,   and  con^ 
firmed  power  by  crafty  refearch,  feemed  in  happy 
union  to  blefs  the  inflitution^  its  concealed  Cabinet 
was  determined  to  give  to  the  revived  novelty  a  cor- 
porate air  and  form,     X^ci'c  ^^  fome  di^culty  in 
the  f nterprife,  which  would  arrefl:  -the  progrefs  of 
lefs  interefted  or  prefumptuous  charaders.    Englifh 
Inns  of  Court  never  accepted  nor  afiumed  fuch  a 
privilege.     The  King^^  Inns  Society  was  an  acknow«( 
ledged  emanation  irpm  the^original  Aock ;  its  Mem- 
bers continued  a  portion  of  that  body,  which  had 
no  intercourfe  with  the  nation,  or  each  other,  but 
what  was  founded  on  perfonal  and  profei&onal  ho- 
nor ;  nor  with  Government,  fave  in  s^ccepting  the 
bounty  of  the  C^own,  and  adapting  the  benefit  to 
common  proteftion  and  ^fc.     From  found  l^al  rea- 
fon  Parliament  conceived  a  Statute  neceffary  to  vefl 
the  ground,  whether  for  improvement  or  transfer, 
in  certain  officers  of  the  court  and  their  fucceiTors. 
jBut  a  feal  was  an  innocent  bauble,  which  required 
neither  heraldic  (kill  to  emblazon,  nor  claflic  talent 
to  record.     A  tiew  unauthenticated  device  was  fram- 
ed, which  enabled  fervile  bypocrify  to  blend  appa- 
rent 
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f  ent  gratitude  to  .departed  greatnefs,  with  profitable 
praife  of  exifting  power. 

The  Society  had  now  continued  ten  yean  upon 

the  plan  fuggefted  by  th^  ili-confidered  Statitte  of 

1782^  and  no  vifible  internal  ufe  refulted  from  the 

adoption,  whilft  it  prefented,  to  a  refieding  nund^ 

an  approaching  feverance  of  legal  education  in  the 

inhabitants  of  each  ifland.    {Ctherto  young  B9nif- 

ters  and  Students  alone  were  affeded,  and  that  in  a 

flight  pecuniary  manner,  which  did  not  attrad  di^ 

general  notice  of  the  profeflion*    The  aflumptiou 

of  a  corporate  charader  gave  no  internal  ftrength, 

and  excite^  no  external  alarm.    The  dealings  of  the 

Socie^  were  confined  to  the  Members  or  Officers 

pf  its  own  body ;  but  legal  authority  was  necefiary 

to  effeft  a  fyftem  of  tyranny  and  terror^  a$  andllary 

to  fchemes  of  corruption  and  jobbing,    A  charter 

was  therefore  obtained  from  the  (^rown,  9pd  con*. 

firmed  by  Adk  of  Parliament.     The  Royal  difpoft- 

tion  to  protect  and  encourage  yfeful  p(an$,  tending 

to  give  permanence  or  dignity  to  legal  pflablifhments, 

was  acknowledged  and  revqr^.     The  reader  will 

therefore  naturally  prefumfi,   that  folmnefs^  tmduaji 

canmmnUation^  and  mature  reflefiitm^  anioifited  every 

branch  of  PracUcers  to  frame  a  model  fuited  to  the 

general  intereft  of  cotemporape^,  and  th^  lafling 

benefit  of  poftefity. 

Can  it,  therefore,  create  more  furprife  than  indig- 
nation, that  neither  the  Utter  Bar^  nor  Attcrmei^ 
^ere  acquainted  with  the  defign  which  fo  materially 

affcad 
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^St&ed  tKeSr  perfonal  independence,  and  what  muft 
be  equally  dear  to  honeft  and  brave  minds— the  pu- 
rity  of  law,  apd  the  j>ride  of  national  charaften 
That  blended  body  was  treated  like  thofe  Ihadowy 
beings  which  ftart  into  form  to  fortify  legal  fidion, 
and  give  antiquated  maxims  effef^.  Yet  it  was  not 
difficult  to  perfuade  wife  men  to  follow  their  proper 
intereft,  or  approve  a  public  fpirited  fyftem  which 
would  benefit  that  country  of  which  they  were  an 
acknowledged  ornament  and  fuppprt* 

The  charter,  thus  furreptitioufly  obtained,  pro* 
feffed  to  be  fought  by  the  Profeffors  of  Law,  an4 
calculated  to  reform  abufes,  which  had  no  exiflence 
but  in  the  fchemes  of  felfifh  innovators.  The  So- 
ciety was  thereby  created  a  corporation,  and  its  con- 
i^itution  entirely  changed.  The  Chancellor  "and 
Judges  were  to  be  \'ifitors ;  and  if  that  truft  was  dif- 
charged  with  firmnefs  and  integrity,  an  ample  field 
>for  jurifdiAion  was  likely  to  occur.  The  remaining 
Benchers  were  to  be  the  immediate  Governors,  and 
enabled  to  fupply  occafional  vacancies.  Thefe  re? 
fpeftable  peribns  folicited  and  fucceeded  in  an  attain*- 
ment  of  legal  authority  to  make  rules,  ordersy  and 
cfffe/pnentsy  upon  the  whole  body  of  Barrifiersy  Stu^ 
d^tsj  and  Attorniesy  )3y  fines ,  forfeitures^  fufpenfton^ 
or  expulfion.  Power,  thus  extenfive,  becomes  doubly 
dangerous  in  the  hands  of  equals.  The  legal  profefHoi) 
would  infeniibly  aflume  the  manners  of  perfons  op- 
prefled  by  civil  or  religious  defpotifm.  Silence^  nqf- 
ierjy  and  referve,  muft  throw  additional  gloom  ovef* 
every  countenance  j  perfons  unconnefted  with  thp 

'    "^  Society 
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Society  could  not  confider  it  in  ^  diffcrea|  point  of 
view.  With  what  firmnefs  could  bufmefs  be  prac^ 
tifed,  purfued,  or  perfeftedj  or  legal  reports  be 
occafiohally  criticifed,  and  poi&bly  with  jufti.ce  con* 
demned. 

The  benefit  to  the  niinifters  of  fuch  authority,  iq, 
^  profeilionai  point  of  view,  js  obvious,  wd  woul4 
iecure  to  the  moft  confirmed  pradiling '  blockhead| 
no  infignificant  quantum  of  fecond-rate  buiiaef^. 
whilft  Judges  indulged  an  abfolute  dominion  or  con- 
trol. From  the  afts  of  Benchers  there  lay  an  ap- 
peal to  the  vifitors,  but  fo  limited  in  pQint  of  time^ 
and  vague  in  mode  of  enailment^  as  to  render  almoil 
illufory  every  exertion  of  their  juftice  or  integrity, 
however  bleifed  with  either.  But  what  redrd&  couki 
be  ferioufly  expefted  from  men  who  clandeftinely 
folicited,  and  obftinately  adhered  to  pow^  thus  ob« 
tained.  It  affords  a  lively  fpecimen  of  JegiilativQ 
art  and  aftivity,  when  the  reader  is  confidently  in* 
formed,  that  feveral  Benchers,  who  were  Member^ 
of  Parliament,  diiavowed  any  knowledge  of  th^ 
Charter,  or  Statute.  And  otHer  Barrifters,  invcft* 
ed  with  a  fimilar  charader,  gave  a  determined  oppo- 
lition  to  the  innovation ;  thus,  proclaiming  with  ir« 
refiftible  energy,  their  entire  ignorance  of  that  pro^ 
ceeding. 

Meetings  were  inftantly  convened,  ^nd  each  prch 
fef&on  refifted  its  continuance  with  vigour^  integrity^ 
and  talent.  The  Utter  Bar  prefented  a  memorial 
upon  the  fubjed:  to  each  of  the  Benchers^  which  it 

was 


iir^  ctttsinlf  much  eafiet  to  dUapprore,  than  an^ 
fwer.  Th^t  folemn  a£l  defcribes  thdr  unanimous 
fenfe  with  fuch  temper^  judgment^  zind  moderation^  as 
to  render  its  re^publicatioti  a  concluiive  criticifih  up^ 
on  a  Charter  aiid  confirming  Statute,  which  were! 
equally  ftaught  with  treachery  to  tl)e  profeffian^  infult 
to  the  nation^  and  difrefpeil  to  Majejly  i  "  We,  the 
Members  of  the  Utter  Bar,  defirous  that  our  mo- 
fives  for  declining  to  accept  the  Charter,  purporting 
to  have  been  granted  td  the  ProfefTors  of  the  Lavr 
by  his  pYefent  M ajefty^  may  not  be  mifconceived  at 
fiiifreptefented^  have  thought  fit  to  fubmit  the  foU 
lowing  reafons  for  our  fo  doing :  "  To  the.  Right 
Honourable  and  Honourable  the  Benchers  of  the 
Ancient  -Society  of  King's  Inns^ 

**  We  object  to  the  faid  Charter,  becmife,  in  its 
recital^  it  calumniates  the  Society  by  faUe  imputa- 
tations,  of  encouragement. and  increafe  of  barfatrj^ 
and  ftrife  j  of  negled  of  the  ftudy  and  pradice  of 
the  Law ;  and  of  irregularities  difadvantageous  and 
difcreditable  to  the  ptofeflion,  and  detrimental  and 
tnjuHous  to  the  public : 

**  Becaufe,  the'  recitals  allege,  as  a  colour  for 
<he  grant,,  that  the  Profeflbrs  of  the  Common  Law 
have  been  a  Society  immemorially  enjoying  fran- 
chifes,  which  implies  a  corporation;  whereas,  it 
appears  to  u«,  that  the  Society  hits  been  a  voluntary 
affociation,  and  this,  it  fhould  feem,  was  done  with 
ilie  view  that  an  arbitrary  interference  might  bear 
the  femblffnceof  a  mere  aft  of  regulation  : 

««  Becaufe, 
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<'  Befcattie,  the  Charter  |>fofeires  to  bairebeea 
granted  at  the  defire  and  inftanee  of  the  Society  in 
general ;  whereas  it  was  privately  folicited  and  ob- 
tained by  a  few  unauthorifed  individuals,  without 
the  general  confenf  or  knowledge  of  the  Society, 
or,  as  £u:  as  we  can  learn,  of  any  of  its  confiztoent 
jiartsi 

*^  Becaufe,  the  Cihaiter  commits  the  gdvemment 
of  the  Society  irrevocably,  and  by  Law,  to  a  fmall 
body,  arbitrarily  aippointed  without  the  confent  of 
the  governed,  ^d  vacancies  in  that  body  are  to  be 
filled  up  by  its  own  Members ;  a  mode  of  appoint- 
ment notorioufly  tending  to  mtroduce^  encourage, 
and  perpetuate  mal-adminiftration : 

^  Bdcaufe,  the  Charter  purf>ort8  to  create  an  ar- 
bitrary power  of  impofing  unlimited  fines,  and  of 
inflifUng  unafcertained  puniihments,  for  undefined 
offences: 

« 
^^  ]6ecaufe,  the  Charter  introduces  an  intermediate 
body,  of  lefs  competency  than  the  Society  at  hrge^ 
and  of  lefs  oilenfibility  and  refponfibility  than  the 
Judges^  on  which  it  cbnfefs  Che  power.  In  the  firfl; 
inftanee— of  cenfure  or  fine,  with  confequent  impri* 
foittnent,  fufpenfion^  and  e^pulfion: 

^^  Becanfe^  while  the  Charter  confets  thofe  def- 
potic  powers,  of  creating  and  paniihing  offences, 
it  prefcribes  no  conftittitional  or  juft  mode  of  trial, 
as  to  the  b£t  of  their  commiifion ;  but  unites  all  die 

powers 
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poW^s  TK^hich  the  juftice  and  prudence  of  our  con<a 
ftitution,  and  of  all  free  governments,  anxioufly 
feparate: 

^^  Becaufe^  the  powers^  which  the  Charter  confers 
on  the  Benchers^  are  peculiarly  dangerous  to  men 
engaged  in  the  fame  purfuits  with  themfelves,  and 
may  beprodu£l:ivet)f  collufive  pradices,  diihonour- 
able  to  the  profeiHon  of  the  Law^  and  injurious  to 
the  public  ] 

"  liecaufe,  the  mifchief  that  may  refult  from  iht 
abufe  of  thofe  formidable  powers  vetted  in  the 
Benchers,  is  not  fufficiently  guarded  againfl:  by  the 
injiiiutian  rf  yijitorsj  (even  if  that  inftitution  couldi 
under  any  circumttancesj  be  adequate  to  fuch  a 
purpofe)  it  not  being  mandatory  on  the  Vifitors^ 
but  difcretionary  in  them  to  hear  complaints,  and 
redrefs  grievances ;  and  the  Benchers  having  it  in 
their  power,  by  critically  timing  their  proceedings, 
to  render  morally  imprad:icable  a  deliberate  invefti- 
gationj  or  an  effe£iual  redre&  by  the  Vilitors : 

"  Becaufe,'  the  Charter  purports'to  transfer  from: 
the  body  at  large  to  a  few,  the  whole  property  of 
the  Society }  and  to  veft  in  them,  irrevocably,  and 
by  Law,  th^  abfolute  difpofal  theteof : 

"  Be^aufei  the  Charter  inverts  certain  individuals 
of  the  Society  with  a  power  of  taxation,  not  refult^ 
ing  from  bye  laws,  confented  to  by  the  body,  but 
ttnconftktitionally  granted  directly  by  the  Crown^ 

andi 
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^nd  thts^  we  concave,  is  not  rendered  Ids  unconfti* 
tutional,  or  lefs  grievous,  by  the  Statute  purporting 
to  confirm  the  Charter : 

« 

^  fiecaufe^  there  is  juft  reafon  to  apprehend,  from 
fome  e3tpreffions  in  the  Charter,  that  ^/^,  burthen- 
fome^  and  obfokte  exerd/es^  diftin&ions,  and  inftitu* 
tions  will  be  introduced,  which  would  condace  to 
the  ridicule  and  difgrace  of  the  profeffion  of  the 
Law  in  thii  kingdom,  and  may  be  employed  as  tbe 
means  of  favouring  fome  individuals^  and  of  perib^ 
cuting  and  opprefling  others : 

^  BecaufCj  the  Chaiter  poiht$  at  diides  wiiicb,  in 
iimilar  fodeties  in  England,  have  follen  into  difuie, 
or  have  been  retained  only  to  be  commuted  for 
fines :  and  which  feem  talculated  fo^  the  increafe  of 
revenue,  rather  than  for  the  advancement  of  learn- 
ing: 

*«  BecauTe,  the  Statute  of  1784,  which  gaire  a 
j)reference  to  academic  degrees,  being  now  repealed, 
and  nothing  adequate  fubftituted  in  its  place ;  the 
Charter  makes  no  provifion  whatfoever,  for  a  liberal 
education,  preparatory  to  the  ftudy  of  the  Law, 
which  mdft  prove  highly  injurious  to  the  reputation^ 
dignity^  and  integrity  of  the  future  Bar : 

**  Becaufe,  the  whole  fyftem  introduced  by  the 
Charter,  affords,  by  its  patronage,  its  arbitrary  prin< 
ciples,  and  the  means  of  oppreffion  which-  it  fbr^ 
fifties,  an  opportunity  of  eftablifliing  an  undue  in^^ 

fluence 
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flu^nce  over  the  Members  of  the  Society,  tending 
to  control  them  not  only  profeflionally  as  fuch,  but 
alTo  civilly,  and  politically,  as  members  6t  the'  com- 
munity  at  large  :' 

^*  Becadfe,  the  Charter  holds  out  a  temptation  and 
means  to  the  perfons  veded  with  authority  under 
it,  to  promote  and  fcreen  peculation,  and  to  intro- 
duce and  maintain  a  fyflem  of  corrupt  |ob()ing/' 

The  materials  of  the  preceding  memorial  furnifli 
principles  pregnant  with  obvious  ufe,  and  perpetual 
benefit  to  human  fociety  under  every  poflible  variety 
of  government.  Thus,  the  flippant  forwardnefs  of 
interefted  tyranny  provokes  profound  reflexiotis  of 
extenfive  learning,  and  enlightened  pati-rodlTm.  To 
the  pedantry  6f  Ss^Vqafius,'  Engliifhmen  owe  an 
additional  piece  of  qlaflic  latim*ty  by  Milton*.  Fil* 
mer's  folly  gave  exiftence  to  a  Sydney  and  a  Locke, 
and  the  unlettered  barbarity  of  Jefferyesj  ScroggSj 
and  Wythensy  animated  to  a  defence  of  the  Englifli* 
Conftitutioh  an  Hawlesy  an  HoJty  and  a  Somers. 

A  period  of  nine  months,  however,  elapfed  with' 
a  profpefl  of  national  abhorrence,  and  even  Parlia* 
mentary  defeat,  before  the  guitty /tamers  would  con- 
fent  to  vacate  the  CHarter^  or  filentty  accjuiefce  in 
the  repeal  of  that  obnoxious  Statute,  which  con- 
firmed  it.  During,  that  fblemn'fufpenfe  the  genius 
of  defpotifm  was  bufily  employed  in  forging  chains 
to  ftrcngthen  its  tottering  throne.  This  bafe  fyllem* 
^*as  not  even  referved  for  fubfeqiient  or  general  con- 

n  h  fiderationj^ 
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fid^ration;  it  wa^  agreed  to  ty  the  fiench,  as  a 
draft  of  bye  laws  relative  to  the  admiflion  of  BamT- 
(ers,  fenior  and  junior  Readers,  and  for  the  better 
government  of  the  Society. 

Tfiat  grave  and  learned  body  even  oMeired  (hem  to 
be  printed  for  the  public  good,  and  a'  fiaJr  copy  to 
fee  laid  by  the  Treiaifurer  before  the  Vifitors  for  their 
approbation^  N6  entry  of  vifitorial  coiicunence  ap- 
pears, which  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  pending 
conference  between  the  Benchers,  tTtter  Bar,  and 
Attornies,  about  the  Charter  and  its  confirmiit^ 
Statute.  But  their  previous  folicifation  and  fupport 
of  each  renders  a  doubt  lipon  that  poiAf  remote  and 
improbable ;  befides,  we  are  gravely  told,  that  one 
great  authority  among  the  Viftiors  declared,  that  the 
Pcrvifc^  upon  proiccutihg  feigned  aflibns  to  judg- 
menty  ihould  be  the  exerdfe  of  Barriftiers  ior  the' 
(irft  three  years*^  Thus,  if  a  degraded  profeflion 
tbuld  continue  to  produce  men  of  talent,  thai  pre- 
cious quality  mud  be  exhaufted  in  mean  mummery, 
or  illiberal  pedantry,  f^r  a  confiderable  portion  of 
%uman  lifa. 

This  fcheme  coft  tlie  authors  tlo  mconfidcraWe 
trouble;  it  was  extrafted  partly  from  antiqiiaied 
ufages  of  Englifli  Inns,  and  monkifh  obfervances  in 
Spanifli  convents.  The  principles  of  each  were, 
however,  overcharged ;  fo  that  the  abrogated  folly 
of  the  former,  and  the  fettled  hypocrify  of  the  lat- 
ter, ilione  through  this  legal  mofaic.  An  atonement, 
however,  remained  for  the  claOic  refearch  ia  the  an- 

ticipatioQ 
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fidpatioh  of  that  abfolute^^wer  whichtawaltcd  its 
fuccels.  .  Thirly^eight  p^^rfons  were  to  govern  legat 
•  Prft^cecs  mth  firm  sgid  unlimlced  fway.  The  firft' 
ObTioiis  abufe  of.  fiich  i(uthority  was  Jikely  to  be  ex- 
erted agafoft  cotemporiuJes^  }ffho  i^iuft  naturally  fee! 
iiiipatient  at  the  galling  yoke  of  profeffional  equals, 
and  iuccefsful  ^oie-Tervers.  Dignified  repffs  and  vir» 
iiiotk  miainiets  were  to  puniihed  .with  fines^  plun^ 
deredtiy  forfisiture,  infulted  by  fUrpeniion,,  buried  iit 
tmpri/bnnient,  or  honored  with  expulfion, .  from  a 
Society  no*  longer  worthy  the  affociation  9f  ^Oneft 
and  independent  meni 

Exclttfive  of  tiie  zele  with  whith  franiers  gene- 
rally uphold  innocent  innovation,  affum^d  power 
gives  a  fettled  malignity  to  tyr^nts^  and  will  lead 
them  or  their!  abettors  to  fortify  intende4  oppreilion 
by  flaifd^^  perjury^  and  every  artful  malevolence; 
Mankind  are  ^erefo^e  wifer  and  more  fecure  in 

w  »  t 

adapting  rules  to  counteifad  .  the  vicious  habits  of 
our  nature,  than  in  looking  for  a  remedy  in  idle 
hopes  or  extravagant  wiihes. 

The  reader  muA  naturally  expedl  that  I  will  con* 
du^  him  through  this  eccentric,  maze  into  the  pro- 
feffionc  Each  Student  on  adhuflion  .was  immedif* 
ately  to  choofe  from  the  Barrifters  a  privatg  tutor  to 
aid  his  elementary  ftudy,  and  prepare  him  for  fuch' 
public  examinations  as  the  Bench  would^  irom  time 
to  time,  appoint* 

.   flh.z,  ..  .  Till*, 
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'^'usi   die  legal « |Mfdfibn  \^a8  meifamorpliofed 
thto  1  degraded  corps  of  ifhfrejfed  inkers.    Under 
ferritude,   fo  Jingnlar^  foltnm^   and.fevere^  what  a 
fliort  period  would  extinguifli  an  nibemian  claim  to 
Roman  fpirft,  or  to  attic  wit!   The  proverhiaJ pe- 
dantr/  of  a  pedagogue  Vrould  foon  iftfeft  indi^tt- 
ds,  and  unite  arrbgaiice  tt>  pupils,  with  iervite  by- 
pocrify  to  defpotfc  gov^mors^  and  the  Iriih  Bar  be 
no  longer  rielpe^d- fbt'  gentlemanly  maimers,' pro* 
feflional  purity,  dr  <falm  courage,  the  graceful  guar- 
dian of  each.    If  fuch*  w^as^  the  fixed  ftation  of  the 
haplefs  Barrifter,  \rtiat  muft  be  the  movement  of  his 
hopeful  pupil  \   At  the  clofe  of  four  Terms  (if  ap- 
proved  by  the  Bench)  he  was  admitted  to  the  Azk 
of  Mootmen.    A  fimilar  probation,  for  an  equal 
periody  eiftituledhiftt  to'a  teftatuift'of  hir  andentyv 
and  a  recommendation  Cb  an  Englifl^&in  of  Court. 
The  Student  may  then)*  African^  fike,  feel  tfaA  he 
trod  the  foil  of  Liberiy  and  Lmv^  which  Iriih  Belts^ 
Pervifes^  or  Moots,  would  not  give  htm  any  pecu«^ 
liar  aptitude  to  underfland.     If  family  fedings  or 
pecuniary  neceflity  reflrained  him  from  fettlisgiA 
that  famous  coutitry,  whofe  excellent  government 
grants  an  equal  protection  to  the  (tranger,  of  the 
flave,  aito  its  native  ftibje£ls,  our  youthfid  Moot- 
man  muft  recoiled  the  parting  mandate  of  hi»ifflp^ 
rious  mafters.' 

The  Courts' of  King's  Bench  ot  Contmon  I*Icas 
muil  be  attended  with  clerk-like  care,  and  cerri/i'* 
cates  to  that  effe£l  obtained  from  their  refpedive 
Prothonotaries.'   Gafes'may^  in  our  time,  be  eafity 
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fcquired,  by  a  proper  ney^s-paper  feleSson  ist  fuSi* 
Meat  ftrength  to  cpntrol  the  corredion^  and  witlu. 
Hand  the  criticifm  of  an  Iriih  Bench.  Chancery  ancl 
the  Exchequer  ace  ioiplyedly  prohiKtedj  by  no  atten- 
tion being  paid  to  qUes  reported  ^om  thence,  or 
certificates  from  their  officers.  Yet  their  Court  of 
Exchequer  m?y  l?e  ei^ployed  (oj  ours  is  (it  prefent) 
m  ^  di|fc^3^on  on^e  ^t}fi  of  Habeas  Cqrpuf^  in  ^hjcb 
a  new  fubje.^  may  deeply  intereft  th^  geilerous  feel- 
ings of  yoiith,  and'  anj^m^te  future  improvement  by 
a  difplay  of  e]oq,uence  equal  to  wh^t  has  readied 
our  time  ffprn  the  wreck  of.  Qrsscian,  or  Roman 
literature.  Thefe  prelin^naries  adju&ed,  .a  new  do* 
ineftic  orde^  muft  fucce^d,  in  which  clofe  curiofity 
and  political  party  would  take  a  lead.  If  an  ap<> 
probation  from  the  Bench  attended  him^  l^t  niull  be 
fent  tQ  (he  iribi^n^l  pf  ViQpr^,. 

The  reader  quickly  percdves  the  difference  be*- 
tween  this  intended  call,  and  that  pra£U<:ed  in  Engr 
land.  The  Judges  there  cannot  prevent  admiilion 
to  the  ]9far. '  This  correfpond^  wj^h  legal  principles, 
and  is  uphel4  by  ^ritifli  integrity  ^  for  it  is  cpntrary 
to  the  nature  of  vifltori^l  power  tp  originate  ails  /  ip 
-may  in  that  manner  becqn^e  ^  party  in  nfuelty^  and 
confirm  the.  interejied  or  accidental  error  by  abfolute 
power.  What  renders  the  Irifh  regulation  n^ore  cri» 
piinal  is,  that  it  was  introduced  under  a  fpecious  air 
of  improvement,  and  yet  materially  di^efed  from 
the  liberal  principles  of  Englilh  Inns.  Tt^e  fubfe^ 
quent  i:ank  of  Barrifters  hung  on  the  arbitrary  fiat 
pi  Benchers  \  a  pofition  which,  in  proportion  to  ta- 
lent, 
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lent,  lea^s  to  income,  and  fectires,  even  to  dullnefk, 
Y^t^^y  or  wealth. 

•  •  • 

The  Ration  of  junior  Reader  muft  flo\w  from 
Bench  indulgence.     Thus,  the  ufual  habit  of  pro- 
feflional  precedence  was  obftrufted,  and  Nature  it- 
felf  proclaimed  ftationary ;  whijft  innocent  perfons, 
Ibending  under  its  weight,  flood  expofed  to  malig- 
nant fiieers,  or  unjuft  fufpicions  from  prefuoied  pcr- 
fonal  delinquency,   or  profeffiona!   ignorance.    A 
fuperadded  and  lingular  impediment  was  oppofed  to 
further  prpgrefs ;  no  junior  Reader  could  enter  that 
feniof  clafe,  except  three  of  his  pupils  were  certified 
by  the  Bench  as  fit  for  fludy  in  an  Englifh  Inn  of 
Court.      Thus,   by  an  unexampled   precedent,  a 
fcholar's  idlenefs,  or  hebetude,  checked  a  mafler^s 
lettered  promotion.     A  malignant  blockhead  may 
eafily  avenge  his  hatred  to  literature  and  its  inter- 
preters, though  the  tutor  were  as  virtuous  and  en- 
lightened as  Quinftiliaa,  Buchj3Lnan,'oTB\ackftone. 

ft 

This  expefted  fpale  of  promotion  opened  a  pcr- 
fpeftive  to  the  rank  of  Bencher,  and  to  which  can- 
didates, trained  by  the  preceding  difciplinc,  mu(l 
have  the  irrefijiible  claims  of  ferviiude  and  bypocrifj. 
In  this  eleftion  voters  are  direfted  by  a  parade  of 
inorality  fimilar  to  what  Dominicans  preach  to  the 
Court  of  Inquifition,  previous  to  an  Auto  De  Fc. 
Candidates  are  deterred  from  any  direft  or  indireft 
folicitation  in  the  purfuit.  It  is  not,  however,  af- 
certained  in  what  manner,  whether  public  or  pri- 
Vate,  nor  before  \vhich  tribunal  of  Benchers  or  Vi- 
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fitors^  the  doubtful  elediqa  was  to  be  deterimned. 
The  reader  will  probably  be  more  attached  to  a  free 
and  mixed  Conftitution,  with  all  its  imputed  errors^ 
when  he  finds  ths^t  defpotic  innovations  are  neither 
fyftemadc  nor  precife.  It  may  be  hoped,  that  Bar- 
rilters  previoufly  called,  would  efcape  the  ridicule 
px  diigrace  of  the  preceding  f^bCerviency, 

Hear,  however,  the  energetic ,  language  of  the 
Bench  cabinet  upon  that  head :     "  Whereas  it  /; 
fittings  that  every  benefit  atid  advantage  of  the  prefent 
fyjiem  and  ordinances  Jhould  extend  to  all  who  have 
berettfore  been  admitted  to  the  Bar?*    ^Gentlemen  of 
three  years  (landing  may  therefore,  by  readings  at* 
tain  the  junior  rank ;    and  pa'fons  of  eight  years 
landing,  or  upwards,  in  a  fimilar  manner  move  in- 
to the  fehior  clafs^    Without  fuch  CT^hibition,   a 
"Seldeny  a  Vaugban^  or  fl  Dunning^  (ungraced  as  they 
were  with  filk  gowns)  would  remain  in  a  merited 
pofition  ol  ferfonal '  pupillage^   and  prof ejfional  mino^ 
rity.     An  honed  or  fpirited  reader  muft  fee}  flrong 
difgufl:  at  the»  minute  difcuiHon  of  a  fyflem  fp  ano- 
malous tp  Englifti  Learning,   JLiber^y,   ^nd  Law^ 
I^t  him,  however*  remember,  that  greater  varia- 
tions arofe  between  the  legal  fyftem  and  Pra<^icers 
of  both  countries  from  the  year  1789  to  j8oo,  than 
in  the  whole  period  of  time  fmce  their  original  con^ 
nexion.     Befides,  the  regulations  paiTed  the  Bench, 
and  have  been  only  fufpended  as  to  their  entire  ex- 
tent, from  want  of  legiflative  authority  to  enforce 
fbem. 

Nor 


3r_  •     _  - 


45*  HISTOHY   OF   THE 

Nor  has  the  fyftem  become    partially  sdxmiTe 
1%'ithout  a  ferious  concern  on  fome  countenances, 
and  an  obftinate  wifh  for  their  re-ena6hnenL  or  vol 
Juntary  revival.     Leaving  fuch  perfons  to  a  canvafs 
upon  that  head,  t^e  reacler  ihall  now  be  informed 
how  Attomies  have  been  treated  by  mefe  boaftcd 
innovations :  They  efcaped  the  infult  of  public  de- 
^r^dipg  forms,  but  private  and  fubftantial  dominion 
was  exercifed  over^  thein.      Without  any  fuitable 
caufe,  or  legal  right,  and  certainly  for  no  wife  na- 
tional purpoTe,  or  correft  profefGonal  arrangement, 
the  ordinary  privilege  aflumed  by  the  pooreft  tiadef- 
men  has  been  denied  to  thefe  ancient  legal  officers ; 
even  the  Engliih  Plrliamentj  extending  an  humane 
protection  to  the  forlorn  approitices  of  fweeps,  did 
hot  difpenfc  (iniilar  feventy  to  their  foaty  ^iqfters. 
Men  of  refpeCbibre  rank,  and  undifpiited  integrity, 
are  not  alloWed  to  take  apprentices  without  leave  of 
the  Bench ;  and  what  is  more  Angular,  this  princi- 
ple is  ftill  upheld  in  defpite  of  the  declared  opimon 
of  Kir^g  and  Parliament.     Thus,   Attomies  upon 
every  fucn  application,  tremble  for  their  chara&er, 
le(l  a  fecret  wound  may  be  infli£ted  from  capricCf 
corruption^  or  refentment ;  to  which  Prafticers  may 
give  rife  from  a  faithful  attention  to  the  intereft  of 
clients,  in  the  diflriburion  of  profefHonal  bufmefs^ 
or  ej^ecUtion  of  legal  procefs. 

The  refuf^  of  an  apprentice  to  the  mafler  fooa 
becomes  public,  which  imprefiion  cannot  be  removed 
by  a  proper  enquiry  or  trial,  as  would  be  the  cafe, 

\Ytre  the  Judges  of  any  court  to  exercife  a  fimilar 
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difcredoD*    To  that  body  fuch  power  of  right  be* 
longs;  with  them  it  continued  for  ages,  and  thither,  in 
conformity  to  Engtifh  praftice,  and  Ihe  general  legal 
fyftem  of  i^rope,  the  authority  fhonld  return.    The 
change  alio*  commenced  at  an  inaufpicious  period. 
In  no  preceding  age  was  that  ufeful  body  compofed 
of  peribns  more  eminent  for  capacity,  integrity, 
pubttc  fpirit,  and  perfonal  honor.    A  diftinguiihed 
proof  of  this  general  profeflional  character  has  been 
exhibited  to  public  view ;  they  have  even  aflbciated 
to  preferve  becoming  purity  among  their  brethren, 
and  in  cafe  of  delinquency,  to  exercife  the  fame 
felf-created  and  original  power,  immemorially  ex- 
erted by  the  B^r*    Nor  yrzs  this  ftate  of  Attomies 
unknown  to  the  framers  of  the  Charter,  Statute^  or 
New  Rules.    However,  a  fyftem  of  arbitrary  tazt* 
ation  required  a  fettlement  of  ufurped  power  for  iti 
continuance  an;!  fupportf 

Such  an  indulgence  is  not  more  repugnant  to  th^ 
principles  of  Engliih  Law,  than  to  the  moft  obvious 
rules  of  honefty  and  commen  fenfe,  and  will  never 
be  created  or  Iblicited  but  'from  a  fjxed  determina- 
tion  for  its  active  exercife*    The  fch^me  may  be  de- 
layed, under  Tome  falfe  or  fiimfy  pretence,  until  in- 
novation ripens  by  time,  and  is  rendered  familiar  to 
the  public  mind,    A  folemn  vow  of  fecrefy  clofed 
the    crafty  fyftem, .  and  was  exacted  from  every 
Bencher,  as  to  any  man's  opinion  given  in  their 
icouncils.    The  legiflature  had  branded  with  proper 
cenfure  and  punifliment,  a  flmilar  fcheme  in  lower 
fbcipties,  and  the  iUumfnati  were  on  fuch  account 
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pdiom  Oft  thfl  Coatme^  No  allied  Itmocttce  of 
intention  can  warrant  this  preparatory  fea<3&  Wat 
the  framers  unpervioiis.  to  corruption  and  tyr^mny, 
the  principle  ]ras  fo  pregnant  with  each,  that  no  coU 
lateral  quition  could  prevent  fU  fubfequent  intro- 
duction* InoffeAfive  poftenty  inuA  brool^  to  this 
Rouble  dominion,  whilft  mien  of  ardent  or  indepen- 
dent fpirit  would  /hrink  from  a  code  of  fervitude, . 
and  feek  legal  purfuits  in  other  countries,  or  aban« 
don  adopted  profeifion  for  more  indepexKbut  line& 
of  life. 

•   Under  hck  circumftances  Law  itfelf  q3uld  not 
long  fuftain  the  habitual  or  hereditary  chara^er  in  a 
nation  of  freemen.    If  the  preceding  plan  portended 
fuch  alarming  evils  to  national  dignity  and  l^al  in- 
dependence, let  it  not  be  laid,  that  th/e  pernidous 
fyftem  has  been  beat  down,  or  its  guilty  /pint  eva- 
porated.    Unfandioned  by  royal  or  parliamentary 
authority,  the  whole  procels  |s  nesurly  upheld  by  the 
pbftinacy  of  private  perfon$«     Though  the  Charter 
jbas  been  cancelled,  and  the  accompanying  StaJtutQ 
buried  in  the  grave  of  legiflation,  ^arriflers  alon^ 
^ave  felt  that  partial  emancipation.     A^tomies,  Stu- 
dents, and  even  Apprentices,  ftill  wear  the  galling 
•chain.    The  wife  Laws  of  Henry  and  Elifabeth  ar^ 
obftruded  in  operation  by  zjimfle  vote  of  the  Bench* 
Under  new  rules,  attendance  at  an  Engliih  Inn  U 
held  infufEcient  for  a  call  to  the  Irijh  Bar.    If  minif- 
teriai  influence  enforced  fuch  unconftitutional  inno- 
vation,  the  mifchief  might  provoke,  and  would  cer- 
tainly warrant  parJiamexttary  impeachment.     Can  it 
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fiheii  be  Ids  /cenfur^ble  y^ksn  enforce  by  ;^  body  of 
xneiif  prefumed  to  j)ofi€ifs  legal  )uK)wledge»  and 
bound  from  honor  oroathtoepforce  3tatfiteLaw  )>y 
precept  and  e^mple. 

The  Britifl)  Govemmeat  gnd  Parliament  frequent 
ly  eyince  their  refpe&ive  wifdom  .and  integrity  by 
a  review  and  repeal. of  oc/cafional  errors.  Nor  is  the 
Bench  engaged  to  fuppoit  fancied  novelties  with  ob* 
ftjnacy.  Few  of  ^e  exi/Hn^  Bencher^  took  an  ailive 
part  tber^in,  and  njahy  avowed  and  fuggefted  a^rm 
T^fifiance  to  the  whole  de/tgn^  Even  that  clafs  of  the 
prbfeffion  were  bereaved  of  their  accuftomed  iade« 
pendence,  and  a  proof  exhibited  to  mankind,  that 
one  broad  Aiantle  of  flavery  was  to  coyer,  under 
diflferent  forms,  the  endre  pro&iEon.  The  fram^ 
of  projeded  tyranny  was  imperfed,  if  Bencher^ 
enjoyed  a  fecure  or  independent  feat.  It  was  well 
known  how  few  of  that  refpe£]table  body  gave  any 
aftive  fupport  to  the  preceding  meafures,  which 
were  confidered  the  vacation  exercifes  ofbufy^  meddling 
fHciij  but  who  were  not  even  fufpefted  of  planning 
'^fyft^^^^  of  Jervitud^n 

An  important  movement  ancillary  to  the  general 
objed  was,  however,  introduced.  The  attendance 
of  Benchers  was  hitherto  unconftrained,  and  Under 
as  little  control  as  their  prefumed  conduct.  Thus 
men,  unconnefted  with  the  Society  by  frequent  in- 
terference, formed  the  referved  guard  of  indepen- 
dence, and  conftituted  no  flight  check  upon  the  pof- 
fible  growth  or  continuance  of  an  interefted  inter- 

nal 
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iial  iaftion.  To  this  great  end,  they  were  protein 
tors  <^  the  entire  profeflioD,  aiid  received  a  fuitable 
j£tiira  in  perfonal  tefped,  and  general  popularity. 
^t  was  therefore  determined  to  render  a  Benchcr'^s 
officisd  tenure  difgraceful  and  infecure.  Wilful  ah* 
fence  for  two  Terms,  without  licence,  became  in  it* 
felf  an  abfolote  amotion.  Here  was  an  ample  Iati« 
tude  for  fraud  and  partiality.  Was  the  rule  gene* 
rai  ?  No  fuch  thing ;  an  exception  was  made  to  pro- 
tect peifons  who,  even  by  the  Charter,  ou^t  to 
be  Vifitors,  and  were  enabled  in  that  manner  to 
feparate  themfelves,  without  an  adoption  of  the  tj^ 
ranny,  or  new-&ngled  es^erdfes  fo  juftly  exploded. 

The  Gfaaacelior,  or  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal, 
and  the  Common  Law  Judges,  were  exempt  froni 
the  fingultf  attack,  jand  under  no  danger  of  remo- 
val. Thus,  that  grave  and  reverend  group  formed ' 
an  impenetrable  phalanx  of  boufhold  tro^Sy  whiUt 
infulated  Member§  iloo4  expofed  to  a  fteady  an4 
yrell-dffefled  fire.  Though  I  do  not  oblige  the  rea- 
der to  halt  at  every  irregular  ftep,  yet  one  groi$ 
omiffion  in  the  Charter  (were  it  otherwife  unexcep- 
tionable) muft  ilrike  his  eye.~That  great  and  ancient 
Law  officer^  the  Mafter  of  the  Rolls^  was  totally 
omitted.  It  is  no  anfwer  to  lay,  that  the  pradical 
corruption  of  Irifli  Government  made  it  a  kind  of 
hereditary  fmecure ;  nor  that  x^  tb^  year  i792»  two 
refpeftable  noblemen  jointly  filled  that  office,  whofe 
pofition  in  fociety  rendered  them  more  capable  tp 
ferve  their  Sovereign  in  the  cabinet  or  the  fiel()>  than 

to 
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fo  ^padt  Law,  01^  correCt  hs  harfimefs  ^th  tech^ 
nlcal  accuracy,  and  profisffional  flail.' 

The  reader  may  rely  upon  it,  that  the  new  prlo* 
Ciple  was  oiiot  permitted  to  grow  obfoletab  A  lift  of 
defaulters  was  with  all  poffible  expedition  entered  ' 
upon  the  Treafurer^s  Rulei  Book^  Not  with  more 
vicious  activity  have  baflefs  freemen  bem  attainted  in 
abfence  during  the  reigqs  of  Charles  or  Jamet. 
Rank  and  talents  fhould  entitle  the  profciibed  per- 
fons  to  ea^emption ;  but  an  independent  vote,  occa-' 
iionally  given,  may  create  alarm  in  a  certain  quar^ 
ter,  and  it  was  juftly  apprehended,-  that  impartial 
cooduft  would  influence  honorable  men.  The  pre* 
famed  forfeiture  was  theVefore  n^ade  matter  of  xt* 
cord,  which  cbnoealed  inftrument  may  be  produced 
'at  a  critical  moment^  and  meet  fupport  from  a  ve^ 
aal  and  unprincipled  majority.^ 

,  About  this  time«  the  fine  of  Barrifters  and  Stu« 
dents  was  raifed  from  2I.  13s.  4d.  to  cl.  6s.  8d» 
each.  Then  alfo  a  depofit  for  Chambers  was  claimed, 
and  enforced ;  twenty  guineas  from  each  Barriller, 
and  ten  guineas  from  each  Attorney,  at  the  time  of 
their  refpeclive  calls.  The  fines  of  the  latter  clafs 
was  alfo  raifed  from  13s.  to  il.  6s.  Sd.  Better  than 
xiineteen  thoufand  pounds  have  been  received  on  ac- 
count of  thefe  Chambers  to  Trinity  Terra,  1803, 
incfludve,'  and  as  an  allowance  was  promifed  in  the 
puirchafe  or  rent  of  fuch  accommodation,  whenever 
provided,  the  accruing  intereft  alone  was  prefumcd 
to  be  funk.    Many  per  fons  of  each  profeflion  died 

in 
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hi  the  hitcrvcning  time,  whof  were  dther  ^cfadon^ 
or  at  leaft  whofe  reprefenf  atives  neglected  to  apply 
for  the  fum  then  withheld,  apparently  againft*  the 
original  ^ng^genient.  At  laft  a  diflreflbd  tt^dow 
Prefer ed  het  claftn.  Thisf  afiTeftifig  appeal  fctm  a 
leading  cafe,  ih  ^hich  an  vmforefeen  tonftrudion 
i^  given,  and  the  reaf  nl^immg  declared  to  be,  that 
(he  party  mi!ift  Ihre  until  Chaftiber^  are  fim£ied,  or 
the  money  becokhes  a  forfeit.' 

The  Society  feem  in  th*  pf  eceding  inftance  to  la- 
bour undet  a  fimilar  difficulty  with  that  weN-ksown 
and  famous  Vizier,    Cuptrgliy  and  to  fupport  the 
lyftem  with  e(Jual  ingenuity.    The  words  of  a  ttirk- 
Wi  law  bore  in  favour  of  a  *  merchant  ^ho  imldly 
|)reffed  the  glaring  fef!  ;  his  modefty  fo  far  aftraded 
fhe  mi^iftet V  refpeft,  as  to  provoke '  the  fbllowing 
f epiy :  *■  You  are  an  Englilhinan,  and  only  corAdtr 
the  cujloms  of  thai  country.    But  it  is  our  rule,  never 
implicitly  to  follow  the  words  of  a  law,  when  fuch 
ConftruQSon  would  injure  the  revenue?^    Attonues 
ajpprentices  Were  fo  entirely  forgot,   that  Students 
preceded  them  by  fen  years^'    This  new  order  of 
beings  were  now  introduced,  hot  indeed  into  the 
Society,  but  to  the  Treafurer*s  office,  in  which  they 
tirere  dignified  by  a  greater  fee  than  their  mafters. 
"V^en  thus  feafoned  to  the  new  fituation,  further 
legal  myfteries  i^ere  imparted  to  them,  their  age  a^d 
parentage  afcertained  and  explored,  and  literary  im- 
provement confirmed,  not  by  public  examinatm^  hut 
ferfonal  oath. 

The 


Hk  gehitiVof  but'age  can  bettcf  bfe*^'t^ealHiy 
/inectflf^e,  than  an  nctftotable  and  unprofitable  pladf* 
The  Treafarer^s  fees  were  enlarged  to  2t  confiderafbfe 
arilotint,  exclttfiye  of 'f  otmdage,  fa  k^ely  eftablifbet). 
tlngiiad  ^s  to  be  imitated  in  every'  piihti  but  inth^ 
grifjlf  drSety  and  (Bcotiomy  ;  thereforfc'^^Undef'TreJt- 
firfer^  was'  engrafted  tipon  tfre-  parent  ffock,  .  zcA 

niVhed' by  his  principal.' 

■  hi 

'«  Sic  dtvifum  iQiperlam,  Cafar  ctlttl  Jc^^^e  habct.*    -- 

WhilfE  an  office  clerk  arranged  the  principal  official 
duties  of- both,  and  which  fufficed  in  precedMlg* 
titties  to  uphold  the  Society,  and  prefeMreits^A- 
l?ainted  benefits  tcf  eftt^  legil  P^ra^Eycer;   '- '  '^    -  - 
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The  yealr  I'^gj  af)^'ejffed  ift  contraft,  as  to  ^ing^s 
Inns  management,  to  the  profcriptive  of  penal  •  priil- 
cipTes  which  mflueiited  a  portion  of  the  k^al  bodf, 
and  Irifli  Senate,  in  1792.  Th6  Statute  oJF  1792 
had  bedih  Repealed  to  make  way  for  a  tyrannic  Char- 
ter,  which  was  affo  abrogated  in  this  Seffion ;  'yet 
its  fingular  materials  have  become  a .  ground-work 
for  the  prefent  e^fting  rules,  unfupported,  as  they 
certainly  ate,  bj^  prefcrijptitre  authority,*  anategy  ^te 
fcnglifli  Iniis  of  Court,  or  profeffionalvjiflrcnt. .  The 
Engliih  Parliament  ftill  further  relaxed  the  opera« 
tibn  of  penal  laws*  againft  Romtin  Catholics,  which 
precedent  was  thought  worthy  of  adoption  by  fevel-al 
Irifli  Senators,  however,  th^  meafure  was  fcouted 
with  furious  zele  from  the  Houfe  of  Commons ;  a 
fimilar  Ipirit  faffed  through  mod  of  the  Grand  Ju- 

ries. 
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'rie(»  who  Ien(  to  a  opmiauan^e  of  that  fylia[tf  &e!r 
Weight  and  influenqe ;  whilfl  fuch  perfons  as  thought 
Ae  propofed  indulgence  a  wife  and  fkltttary  mea*' 
fure,  reprobated  Gratid  Jury  refolutions.     Annd 
this  alarmixig  dtfeord,  miniftenal  influence  proved 
all-powerful,  and  pronounced  to  each  party,  ^  Tbu/ 
farjbalt  tbousoi  and  no  farther/^    A  change  of  fioi- 
timenty  equally  lingular  and  onforefeen,  ediibited 
the  Irifh  Parliament^  as  die  wavering  pendulum  of 
"^nQradidory  dedfions/ 

After  an  ezclufioh  from  the  revolution  In  i6&3,' 
Roman  Catholic  fellow-fubjeds  were  admitted  to  the 
tank  of  Barrifters.  For  better  than  a  century  a6ts 
of  State,  pi  Caftle  Chamber  d&rei^  exdoded 
them,  as  tlie  Statute  of^  Suprematy  afibfted  Pra^ 
cers— -only  by  an  indireft,  and  poifibly,  overftnmied 
conftruftion.  Superadded  impediments  oppokd 
theur  adiniffion  after  the  acceffion  of  £ing  William, 
and  dilabled  miniflers  or  kinj^  from  giting  the 
flighted  partial  or  temporsuy  relief.  Sevenl  gentle* 
men,  however,  occaiionally  qualified  themfelves  for 
conveyancing,,  or  chamber  practice,  and  even  be- 
came Members  of  the  Inns,  whereby  an  inftant  ac« 
ceffion  of  able  and  eminent  men  was  added  to  the  Ugat 
roll  cf  each  kingdom* 

Commons  were  inftituted  in  GKlary  Term  of  the 
ie  year ;  but  even  that  revival  could .  not  be  ez- 
^pt  from  the  ufual  fate  attendant  upon  the  Sodetj 
'partial  view^  precipitate  et^agement^  and  needl^i 
expenditure.     The  Mufic  Hall  in  Fifliaiable^ftreet 

.'^        was 
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iras  taken,  and  furrenderdd  at  a  cotafiderslble  lofs< 
The  Tennis  Court  in  Townfend*ftfe^t  was 
finally  fitted  up ;  different  tables  were  arrayed  in 
a  fuitabie  manner  for  junior  and  fenior  Rea- 
ders, junior  and  fenior  Mootmen,  Attorni^,  and 
officers  of  the  different  Courts;  Thefe  feveral  marks 
were  affixed  to  each,  and  the  wifhed  for  diftindion 
ainicipattdi  When  the  great  Chjtrter  'of  kgal  fer^ 
viiude  k\U  the  faded  emblenis  became  ufelefs,  and 
the  Hall  affumed  a  lefs  intricate  divifion,  with  a 
more  dignified  appearance.  After  the  difufe  df  half 
^  century,  it  may  be  prefumed  that  politenefs  would 
mark  the  planners^  and  novdty  produce  an  uncom- 
mon attendance :  but  the  e(labli(hment  ceafed  to  be 
popular,  n^hea  the  tyranny,  in  which  it  was  enve- 
loped, became  vifible; 

An  pppreflive  or  infulting  pnnciple  will  meet  re- 
luflant  fupport  in  an  enlightened  age,  or  among  a 
nation  of  freemen ;  fucrh  attempt  can  alfo  be  put 
down  with  equal  promptitude  and  effect  Barrifters 
were  not  publicly  affronted,  though  unbecoming 
and  unfounded  cenfure  was  direfted  againft  their 
oppofition,  as  if  there  was  ao  intention  to  enforce 
improper  rules,  or  revive  antiquated  exercifes  ;  but 
that  indifcriminate  authority  was  neceffary  to  ma- 
nage Attomxes,  and  the  new  ^lembers  of  each  pro- 
feifion.  With  this  pretended  view  the  attendance 
of  the  latter  at  Commons  was  infifted  upon  with 
great  vehemence.  Under  the  Civil  Bill  Aft,  it  wis 
thought  neceffary  to  fecure  (for  the  benefit  of  Suit- 
ors) Praftitioncrs  from  the  fuperior  courts,  where 
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honorable  condtift  and  legal  Jkill  ate  ptefumed  t# 
move  ii>  fociat  cOhtaft ;  therefore,  perfons  only  were 
allowed  to  aft  as  Attorhles  in  fuch  caufes,  vho  ap. 
pear  evety  ifluable  Terra  hi  one  of  the  faid  Four 
Courts,  and  pay  their  Commons,  and  t>tlier  duties, 
to  the  Steward  of  the  Inns. 

This  paragraph  of  a  Law,  which  led  to  fuch  a  ty« 
tannic  exertion,  and  banefal  efTeft,  might,  under  a 
(kilful  review,  enlighten  ignorance,  and  revive  public 
principle.  Commons  hadcea'^for  half  a  cenrury,but 
the  fabfidiary  regnlatioh  was  overlooked,  and  no  evi- 
dence  held  neceflary  of  a  ftatutable  attendance  by 
Prafticers  in  iflnable  Terms.  However,  during  the 
exiftenee  of  a  dining  hall,  it  was  n6t  necedary  to  at- 
tend Commons;  Cq/i  Conations  fupplied  the  place^ 
though  pierfons  frequently  preferred  the  trifling  addi- 
tional expenee,  which  enabled  them  iocoweart  a  mode- 
rate ta:t  into  conviviaf  unbn.  The  other  duty  conliiled 
bf  a  Termly  Pcnfion  of  fixteen-peAce,  a  fum  too 
trifling  for  profeffional  poverty  to  feel^  •  or  perfonal 
avarice  to  revolt  af^ 


The  whole  enaftmeht  was  coftfined  to  one  line  of 
Ibufmefs,  and  could  iiot  be  extende^id  to  perfons  in 
Ao  manner  cbncerned  therein.  It  affords  a  dignified 
proof  how  defdftive  our  legal  fyftem  is  in  tyrannic 
precedents^  when  ambition,  lucre,  and  pride,  could 
not,  in  extenfive  refearch,  fiTid  a  more  appofite  ex- 
ample. Literary  imftnteffretntion^  and  fettdani  pre- 
fumption^  extrafted  from  the  preceding  law  a  general, 
undent^  and  unaltered  autheritj^  to  enforce  an  ob^ 
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dient  triufter  of  Attornies  at  dinner.  Venerable 
age,  unblemiihed  charadter,  and  independent  for* 
tune,  afforded  no  exception.  It  was  folemnly,  fre- 
quently, and  publicly  declared^  that  abfence  ihould 
not  be  confined  to  the  ancient  cenfure  oi  fcreening  / 
defaulters  were  threatened  to  ht  forejudged  ihdx  pro- 
feffion.  Some  Judges  \^ere  fuppofed  fd  malleable 
to  the  ptirpofes  of  innovation  and  intereft,  that  it 
was  hoped  every  public  or  political  movement  of 
Attornies  would  Appear  within  their  juriiUidion* 
Under  this  impreifion,  a  ltd  of  attending  Common^ 
ers  was  made  out,  and  handed  to  thofe  Judges  whd 
were  fo  fmgularly  fapient  as  to  originate  or  fecond 
the  preceding  defign; 

Ordinary  ftruggles  for  pother  are  conduced  upoii 
more  equal  termtf ;  though  intrepidity  marks  the  at- 
tack, moderation  guided  the  movements,  as  the  un<^ 
certainty  of  fiiccefs  makes  threatened  dppreflion  un^ 
wife.  Benchers, '  however,  treated  the  profeflioa 
with  anatomical  (kill.  The  fiibjefts  feemed  incapa-  • 
ble  of  motion  or  refinance,  whilft  lively  vigour  and 
tinfeeling  ingenuity  dire£ied  the  experiments;  Nor 
has  an  ultimate  £dlure  piroduced  the  proper  eSed  iii 
either  patty  ^  tyrants  familiarly  mik  in  the  company 
of  intended  ilaves,  and  with  vulgar  Hypocrify  afFe^ 
to  bury  malignant  deftgns  in  meaner  profeflionsi 

The  Hall  wis,  howev^,  thirined  by  infolerice 
^nd  mifinterpretation^^^an  illegal  and  impudent  at-^ 
tempt  met  juft  corrcdlion  in  general  contempt.  Al- 
tered manners  will  produce  a  different  effe6l>  ani 
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correft  Benchers  become  abfolute  and  popula!-, 
when  cahn  wifdom  and  public  fpirit  diftinguiih  their 
proceedings.  The  nation  is  (if  pofliWe)  more  inte- 
refted  in  the  completion  of  that  patriot  plan,  thaa 
the  fleeting  Members  of  the  King's  Inns.  Every 
ancient  family  in  Ireland,  even  its  tradefmen  and 
peafants,  are  irrefiftibly  bound  to  uphold  the  honor, 
prote£l  tlie  independence,  and  extend  the  learning 
of  a  legal  body.  Their  kindred  or  defcendants  will 
(hift  pofition  with  the  pofterity  of  the  prefent  Prac- 
ticers,  and  feel  the  comfort  Or  preflure  of  thofe  prin* 
ciples  which  it  has  been  my  laborious  duty  to  det«dl 
and  defcribe^ 

Accidental  power  or  uncommon  talents  may  cre- 
ate a  great  perfonal  intereft  in  the  Society,  which 
will  as  fuddenly  vanifh,  as  it  has  imperceptibly  arofe ; 
but  family  authority  can  never  contiBBe.  Mod  pro- 
bably there  was  not  among  the  chartered  Vifitors  or 
Benchers  of  1792,  a  fmgJc  rehnon  or  defcendanr 
of  the  original  aifociates  in  1 607.  Has  not  the  in- 
fluence of  a  C/^e  and  Clonmell  completely  perilhed 
with  their  perfons ;  though  the  one  poflfeffed  more 
power,  and  the  other  enjoyed  a  larger  income  than 
ever  fell  to  the  lot  of  an  Irilh  Lawyer.  When  a  few 
years  gather  furviving  veterans  into  tlie  fame  group, 
the  King's  Inns  Society  will  be  equally  ungovcmeii 
by  their  legal  reprefentatives.  Under  the  impreiSc  n 
of  this  acknowledged  truth,  Iriflimen  may  fair;? 
hope,  that  an  aera  of  moderation,  mtegrity,  and 
public  fpirit,  will  fuceeed  to  a  period  of  defignin^ 
defpodfrn,  and  which  gave  rife  to  the  alternate  diP 
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duction  of  criminal  aegleflt,  or  ivowed  i»ifmanage» 
jnent. 


Plighted  fakh  attached  to  hiftorlc  duty,  could 
alone  faftain  the  fevere  drudgery  of  commenting 
upon  zfyjlembdfe  as  it  was  no-veL  Lfst  me  now  en- 
quire, with  a  temper  equally  calm  and  wtpartialy  into 
the  internal  management  of  the  Society'^s  revived 
income^  and  afcertain  how  far  it  has  bees!i  ^ifpenfed 
■with  integrity,  .order,  and  cEconomy-  An  opinion 
had  been  induftrio.uijy  circulated,  that  in  i^ddition  to 
an  HalJ,  Chapel,  and  Library,  a  fquare  of  houfes, 
built  upon  a  cQllegiate  pl^Q,  would  fuit  profeHional 
xrony^nience-  TJie  motive  fo;'  jhjs  innovation  was 
more  hofteft,  tha»  ^elj  ponfidered.  Such  would 
not  at  this  time  originate  in  England ;  but  celibacy 
IS  not  fo  much  the  fafhipn  of  prpfeilional  men  in 
this  country,  as  in  the.  filter  kingdom^  Where  that 
is  not  the  cafe,  ((^parat^  fitpajion^  correfpond  more 
with  perConal  purfuits.  4^ttornie8  do  not  pradic^ 
in  general  concert ;  nor  ^arriilers  unite  in  ftudy. 
Clients  would,  however^  feel  fuch  an  adoption  a 
grievous  c^rfe^  ^d  be  deprived  of  thi^t  eaife  and 
freedom  which  they  now. enjoy,  by  moving  for  legal 
advice  to  different  parts  of  the  town.  This  circum- 
fiance  may  frequently  affe£l  opulent  *  men,  but  an 
einbarraffed  Suitor  mud:  endanger  perfonal  faf^ty, 
and  increafe  family  1  diflrefs,  by  abandoning  well- 
founded  iegal  claims. 


4, 


The  profeffion,    however  refpeftable,  is  carried 
pn  in  this  kingdom  on  fo  clpfe  a  fcale,  that  Pradj- 
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f m  are  generally  known  to  each  other.  If  fuck 
perfons  be  refident  together,  clients  will  become 
i^qually  known,  and  their  approaches  or  moveipents 
carefully  watched.  This  lafting  difcouragement 
muft  efiedually  counteraA  ^y  cheapnefs  which  the 
well  managed  funds  of  the  Society  nuy  enable 
Chamber^  to  be  held  unden  Official  apartments 
for  the  Jtidges^  in  which  evening  or  out«cotm  boil- 
nels  ipty  be  executed,  upon  a  plan  fimilai  to  Ser« 
jeants  Inn,  are  alre^y  attached  to  the  feyeral  Courts*^ 
Hnd^  if  the  Hall  had  not  been  unfortunately  fevered 
from  that  neighbourbodd,  it  may  introduce  and  efta- 
blifh  that  ^feful  practice.  But  the  prdent  fituatioa 
feems  to  preclude  that  hope,  imd  even  renders  fuch 
attendance  at  theFow  Courts  more  ufiefuL 

This  part  of  rny  fpbjeft  i$  the  more  ftrongly  dwplt 
upon,  33  projefted  Chambers  have  hung  heavily  upon 
the  profpe^i^y  of  the  ed^blifl^menf,  and  obftrude4 
Other  more  important  improvements.  However,  the 
peribn^l  convenience  or  architeQural  tafte  of  a  few 
crafty  perfons  over-rufcd  ^\l  ad\-crfe  obfcryations,  or 
even  the  obviops  propriety  of  building  an  Hall, 
Chapel,  and  Library  near  the  New  Courts,  an4 
confining  the  revi^'al  to  thtit  ufeful  eftablilhment. 
The  eftate  of  the  Society  prefented,  in  that  pofition, 
a  cfear  front  to  the  Quay  of  153  feet,  with  an  aro* 
^  pie  rear  for  further  buildings  ;    even  ground  couM 

be  at  ths^t  time  cheaply  acquired  for  a  fmall  hr- 
rounding  fquare.  Making  full  allowance  for  the 
rent  now  reeeived  \>y  the  Society^  and  the  fine  then 
paid  by  the  tenant^  a  clear  fuqi  of  twenty  thoufa&d 

pound^ 
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^ttods  would  haye  beeii  fav)ed>  fufBcient  to  build 
an  Hall^  Cliapel,  and  library,  with  ptoper  profet- 
iional  digmty,  architectural  tafte,  and  internal  coo^ 
venience.  But  the  Inns-Quay  ground  was  leafed  in 
perpetuity,  poiEbly  to  fmother  with  more  complete 
efied,  any  £|ature  of  fijc^  fpot  fotr  th^  preceding 
purpofe.  [Tba^  le^<^  and  thofe  e:^cut^  fofvi^ 
ground  near  Iien^ietta*ftreet,  forcibly  prove  the  dovi- 
blfs  pofitioa  thett,iiei5effarily.affumed  by  theBench^ 
The  former  wa&  £gned  by  the  ftfcceflbrs  of  thofe  ia 
whom  the  eftate  was  veiled  by  the.  Statute  of  ^5. 
G.  IL  i  the  lattet  by  the  Trdafurer,  as  if  he  wei^ 
|be  JulowH  reprefentative  of  a  corporatioii|. 


That  ;i&  w^  therefore  Uiegd,  and  the  defe£l  wdl 
known  to  the  kfibrs.  The  Society  honorably^  or 
ia  fubfervienpe  to  jbbbing  leaders,  upheld  the  im- 
provident  bargam,  and  landlords,  Requiring  eight 
hundred  pounds  a  year  more  than  the  intri^fic  va* 
lue,  could  be  eafily  bound  to  a-  foIvei>t  tenant  by  a 

rope  of  fand»    No  Committee  was  authorifed  to  re* 

*.  .       '  »  '..11  » 

view  and  report  oti  the  iQns-C^ay  ground^  or  to  look 
out  for  a  new  fituation.  The  Tr^urer,  however, 
amufed  bimfelf,  and  two  or  three  official  confidants, 
with  a  perambulation  of  the  dty,  and  confplted  at 
pleafure  about  the  new  moyementr  Two  pieces  of 
ground  were  viewed,  and  reported  to  the  Qench  ^ 
one  called  Galway-s  Walk,   the  other  our  prefent 

fite.    A  little  reflection  might  have  (hewn  that  nei^ 

1.1-  •        " 

ther  was  equally  proper  with  the  Society's  ancient 
remaining  eftate,  then  in  their  hands,  though  of  the 
iyfo  the  former  ym  infinitely  more  convenient,  and 

much 
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much  cheaper ;  it  had  even  met  a  precedent  ap]H<K 
bation^  but.afiill  confirmation  v^as  (ufyendtd.  During 
ihis-infcerval,  and  accidental  delay,  the  ground  of 
the  Society,  ilill  onl^t,  may  have  been  adopted. 

» 

•  «    ■ 

,.  On  tho  5th'  of  Fefaotuary,  17955  ^he  Treafurer, 
f^bly  to  defend  Us  9wn  iotlduHy  recbrds,  that  pre- 
vious to  November,  1^93,  ^he  d^pibdd  Galway*s 
Vi^alk  a&  an  heakby  {jtty  near  to  th€  Courts  of  Ju£. 
dee  and  public  offices,  ivith  convenient  avenues  be- 
tween them,  and  eafy  approaches  to  and  from  othet 
parts  of  the  town.  On  the  21ft  July,  1792,.  the 
ground  at  Oalwaj^s  Walk  was  approved  o4  and 
the  Treafurer  ordered  to  purchafe.  It  appears  from 
the  fame  authority, .  l^hat  the.  Trea&isr  was,  in  Oc- 
tober, 1793,  fiftL  iheivn  die  preiStk  fiiuatioBy  and 
it  is  not  lefs  ^eo^arkable,  that  from  3^ift  January, 
1793,  ^^  ^^^  ^7^^  P^  November,  in  the  ./awe  year, 
there  is  no  entry  oh  the  Treaffirar'4s  booj^,  though 
feveral  meetings  necefTarily  intervened;  a  u^atter 
which  proves  that  regularity  docs  not  mark  that  im- 
portant volume.  However,  th^*  preceding  pjder  of 
^5th  July,.  1792,.  was  on  that*  day  imply^dly  re^ 
yoked.  The  preleat  fite  then  came  into  piay,  with-- 
cut  any  previous  potice  or  dtliberation  ;  a  majority 
of  attending  Alembers  ordered  the  Tr^iLfuf^r't^  treat 
for  thd  fairic. .     ' 

As  the  only  benefit  from  this  publication  (if  it  ba$ 
any)  is  direded'to  pofterity,  and  fuch  principles  of 
King's  Inns  accuracy  and  u^anagement  as  may  Ie;id 
to  fucurcand  permanent  inlp^pve^l^ut,  I  am  bound, 

contrary 
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fontrary  to  habitual .  temper,  to  review  with  criti- 
fiCin,  iixaovatioQ^  lowing  frpm  niore  enlightened 
9UMds ;  but,  whicl^  with  ad^rfe  e^fervations,  are 
^dimly  ifxbmktcfiSqT  reieQi9n  oradoptiont  Whilft 
niy  miod  i^  cofivin^  .I^oiy  many  of  th,e  legal  pro- 
fdQoa  ^gpifj  wifdom,  i^ot  mof e  by  unbending  in- 
ttigmy,  th^n  a  n^i^ly .  difpofition  to  correct  pad  er- 
rors, and  counteract  a^ppffible  repetition;  profew 
fioijial  in^uftry  becon^s  a  fubfidiary  i^iftrument  iq  * 
hilloric  rcfearclv  As : truth. accompanies. the  execu- 
tion^ .  framiers  or  adyocate^  of  ill-confidered  fyf- 
tems ,  can  ihift  pofition,  .and  exercifp  fimilar  zele  ii| 
fupport  of  ffmpler  and  ^0^^  cqrreft  defign^.  Should 
thefe  undifguifed  fentiaienf?  be  neither  felt  nor  ret  ' 
peotedy  the  fpad^er  may  r^ly,  that  I  .regard  the  views 
qf'  e^ftiug  jobbers  with  philofophig  indifference,  or 
fettled  contempt.  Idem  Ville^  Iff  -idem  Nolle,  ea  de^ 
mum  Summa  amicitia  eji :  fuch  is  my  confirmed  opi- 
nion. It  is  therefore  only  from  foes  to  fervitude  or 
tyranny,  unpurchafed  friends  of  Iriih  freedom,  and 
firm  claimants  or  ardent  admirers  of  Engliih  Law, 
that  I  look  fur  approbation  and  fupport.  Under 
fuch  hppe,  1  have  purfued  with  humble  induftry  an 
ufeful  talk  of  dullnefs,  and*wiH.poflibly  render  fa- 
miliar or  intelligible  the  rules  of  a  gr^at  national  So^ 
fwty^  hitherto  equally  ancient  ^d  unknown. 

In  the  preceding  rejef^ion  of  QaKvay's  Walk,  and 
adoption  of  the  prefent  fite,  two  obvious  and  precipi- 
tate improprieties  equally  occur;  no  notice  announced 
the  former  intent,  and  no  precedent  or  honeft  pradice 
could  warrant  the  laftcr.    It  is  immaterial,  under 

fuch 
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fiich  gtiarmg  circutnfttaces,  to  review  the  poffiUt 
motives  of  indmdual$ ;  they  can  be  befl:  explained 
by  fubfequent  a^s.  If  kgal  delay  marked  former 
refolyes,  fnilit^  difpatch  diftitiguiflied  the  fa^eri 
which  led  to  fingular  movements.  The  event  muft 
prove  to  pofterity,  that  a  corrupt  atid  unprincipled 
IGng's  Inns  h&ioti  inflifVed  on  the  leg^I  Sodety  of 
Ireland,  i^ith  a  common  detriment  to  the  Bn6S\ 
Empire,  a  imTchief  nearly  as  fevere  ^  vhat  coii# 
'vu/fed  Nature  direfted  againit  Berjtfis.  The  Trca* 
furer  footi  difpofed  of  the  matter;  and  on  the  i4tb 
pf  December,  in  the  name  of  the  Society,  took  ^ 
leafe  from  Richard  Trench,  (now  flarl  ChncartyJ 
fis  Ttuftee.of  the  late  Lord  Mountjoy)  of  one  parfi 
at  the  annual  rent  of  514!.  This  was  no  (mail 
charge  upoa  the  Society :  let  me  therefore  defcrib^ 

jhe  premifes ; 

On  thre?  fides  it  vas  impervioufly  protefted  iron^ 
5Lrchitc£tural  improvement ;  yet  fuch  was  the  appa- 
rent view  under  which  it  was  taken.  The  northern 
fide  was  the  eftate  of  Lord  Falmerilown,  and  a$  his 
Lordfliip's  title  is  juftly  fecured  by  length  of  time 
againfl:  every  claim^  not  refulting  fronj  prefcriptive 
prerogative,  I  am  the  more  ready  to  pronounce  it 
part  of  the  ancient  eftate  of  the  King's  Inns,  granted 
to  his  famous  anceftor,  the  Majl$r  of  the  Rolls^  and 
releafed  to  his  fon,  the  then  Solicitor  Qeneral^  How- 
ever that  ground,  with  an  open  avenue  on  every 
pther  fide,  pays  at  this  moment  fifteen  giikieas  an 
acre,  whilft  514I.  for  a  fimilar  quantity  graces  the 
King^s  Inns  Rental.    The  plundcf  arifing  from  this 
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jkale  merks  added  ridicule ;  )patt  of  tb^  ground 
vdthout  L6rd  Mountjoj'^  wall  is  eKdudedirom  the 
tenure.  The  reader  may  nvifli  to  ka6Tr  the  reafpu ;  I 
|ball  nc^,  however^'  iadir  the  judicial  tepfoach  of  tel- 
ling truth,  but  Supporting  it  by  wrong  arguments,  if 
ihat  ground  ever  affuoiied  a  building  air^  it  inuft  he 
froni  the intended'ipiparoy^iiieiit.  ..  .:/    :  /  j 


His  JLiordfhip  therefore  wiflied  to  petend  fajs  ad* 
joining  ground,  and  enable  htmfeUPto  di^Tpofe  of  the 
houfe  and  land  in  the  rear  to  legal  ^raeticer^  oi  pro- 
fefied  Builders.  In  troth,  he  woiild  be  in  this 
inami^r  fo  completely  benefitted,  th^t  ^ere  the 
ground  taken  beilowed  lo  the  Socidy,  a  fpfficient 
indenmity  would  ariie  to  his  Lordfliip.  The  weftem 
iide  confifted  of  houfes  towards  Glaflmamoge  road  ^ 
thefe,  which  muft  rifg  centuple  by  the  intended  pro- 
je£l,  it  would  be  npceflary  to  purchafe.  The  eaft- 
em  fide  was  bounded  by  L^d  Motmtja^jf  hmfa  and 
^cesf  That  amiable  nobleman  woi  as  prudent  qs  he 
vHk^  brave^  and  predicted  extravagant  benefit  from 
the  King's  Inns.  The  ibuthern  front  confided  of  ^ 
narrow  paflage  from  Henrietta-flreet  to  Gl^flmainpge 
road ;  a  fit  eafement  to  enter  the  ground,  but  no( 

as  a  (Ireet^  fquare,  or  magnj^cent  public  building^ 

* 

Juftice,  however,  binds  me  tp  add,  that  an  ad- 
joining piece  of  ground  was  then  in  the  contempla- 
tion of  the  Treafurer  and  other  Benchers,  and  even 
taken  by  a  previous  concealed  agreement;  it  thus 
becomes  necefikry  to  dcfcribe  the  circumftances  with 
e<)u4  acciu^cy  and  minutenefs.  Though  the  prefent 
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age  and  {>6fterity  touil  feel  furprife  that  the  precedbg 
agreement  with  Lord  Mountjqy  wa&  fmally  conclude 
jcd,  -before  the  latter,  relathre  to  the  Primate's  gar* 
den,  was  oftenfibly  confirmed.  InHUaryTerm,  17949 
4  Bench  Rule  authorifed  the  Trcafurer  to  treat  with 
a  certain. gentlemm  for  this  fecond  piece  of  ground^ 
whenever  he  made  out  a  proper  title  thereto ;  yet  a 
quarter's  rent  is  paid^  in  the  printed  accounts,  from 
the  preceding  December,  Thus,  by  an  e^Iy  and 
active  mifitaanagement,  fraud  and  concealment 
marked  one  bargain,  and  unblufhing  extravagance 
diflinguxfhed  the  other.  514I.  annual  rent  was  pro- 
'inifed  for  a  piece  ^f  ground,  certainly  over-rated  at 
thirty  pounds,  and  in  itfelf  utterly  unfit  for  the  So* 
ciefy's  ufe.  The  adjoining  lot,  or  Primate's  gar« 
den,  was  alfo  taken  at  650L  annual  reni^  andle^fq 
^^(cuted  in  February,  1794.. 

"^  J  Thus,  1164!.  wag  pledged  in  perpetuity  for  th^ 
prefent  fite.     Let  me  now  (late  the  Situation,  and 
probable  value  thereof: — The  Primate's  garden  cer- 
tainly had  advantages,  not  merely  in  fize,  over  Lord 
^lountjoy's  ground  almoft  equal  to  the  difference  of 
the  rent ;  for  it  extended  completely  to  Glaflmainogp 
road ;  and  as  a  few  old  houies  fronting  thereto  were 
held  on  determinable  leafes,    fome  improvement^^ 
may  be  in  time  looked  for  in  new  buildings  fuited  to 
that  avenue^    This,  however,  could  not  l^   a^  in- 
ducement for  the  Society's  taking  it,  though  there  was 
nearly  an  infijperable  bar  to  the  propriety  of  treat- 
ing  in  the  firfl  inftance  about  ground  fo  circum- 
stanced.    Some  part  of  its  front  that  way  was^ieaf^ 

undq 
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%nAeT  clatfes  of  totks,  queties^  which  ftill  fubfifl:^  and 
forbid  a  complete  fquare  without  a  purchafe,  now 
rendered,  'from  nccciSty  or  conveniencej  incalcula* 
bly  extravagant* 

The  fouthem  fide  was  bounded  by  the "  LkieU' 
hall,  *and- permitted  no  poilible  open  through  thaft- 
line*  The  buildings  of  that  national  inilitutibn  had^ 
been  even  too  confined,  and  part  of  the  Primate'*, 
garden,  at  a  preceding  period,  was  by  proper  con^ 
fent  added  thereto.  At  all  events,  fuch  an  impoj:-* 
tant  eftabliftiment  merited  more  attention  than  what ' 
profeflional  partiality  could  fugged  in  the  ere£tiot^ 
of  a  new,  and  poflibly  unnecefifary  fquare.  The 
improvident  bargain  has  in  that  refpei^  Worked  a 
double  injury^  to  the  Society  by  an  heaivy  perpetual 
rent ;  and  to  the  public  by  precluding  any  enlarge- 
ment  to  the  Linen-hall,  correfpondent  to  the  increafe 
ef  our  mofk  ufeful  export,  and  the  wiihed  for  fupe- 
riority  of  that  ftaple  manufafture.  The  entire  eaftprn 
fide  was  bounded  by  the  Primate^s  houfe  arid  ofliees. 
Its  only  open  front  lay  to  the  weftward,  and  con- 
fided of  a  poifible  paflTage,  cart  wide,  wliich  may  be 
opened  from  Henrietta-ftrcet  to  Glaffmainoge  road, 

Thefe  were  the  feveral  pounds  which  a  few  afVivc 
individuals  acquired  for  the  renovation  of  the  King's 
Inns,  and  an  expanfion  of  architedure  in  which  a 
legal  Dioclejian  may  wafte  declining  years,  undifturbed 
by  ihe/Urrounding  tufmlt  of  policy  or  profcjfwu  Yet 
a  ftill  more  curious  circumitance  accompanied  this 
demife :  the  Primate  hud  a  fubfifting  intereft  and . 
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po&Bion  for  the  term  of  his  own  IiGn    Had  that 
^uneraile  and  virtuous  prelate  lived  to  this  momentf 
no  buildings  could  be  proceeded  upon  ^vithovt  his 
Grace's  confent.    His  (late  of  health  and  mdiiu^ 
tion  forbad  any  hope  of  his  return  as  a  refident  to 
freland,  yet  what  reafonable  man  would  make  a 
ffrc^fal  for  an  immediare  furrender,  and  hope  for 
dompliaace  ?  The  pooreft  tenant  mttft  conceive  fach 
itn  approach  as  an  infult  added  to  treachery..    Coaid 
fte  principle  be  le(s,  provoking,  or  cenfurable,  when 
exercifed  by  a  Uamedy  btmordble^  and  ofident  Society^ 
agsdnft  a  man  of  Ingb  rank,  and  ftili  more  exalted  w^ 
tue.    Perhaps  die  reader  will  feel  furprife  at  the  de- 
mand of  fuch  an  unreafonable  rent,  or  am  acqui- 
eTcence  therein  by  a  keen  and  cecouomical  body, 
and  afcribe  the  fingular  bargain  to  preconcerted  and 
fyftematic  jobbing*    Let  me,  however,  foften  any 
jirecipitate  imputation,  and  fugged  the  greateft  poA 
fible  improvement  which  that  groiftid  could  receive 
!n  a  genersd  building  fpecalaxion.     Irifhmen  can 
thus,    v^th    appropriate    accuracy    and  integrity,* 
calmly  determine  whether  any  profpedUve  rent  could 
sfford  a  plaufible  pi^etence  for  the  preceding  exorbi- 
tant claim* 

"the  only  line  of  houfes  iiAxiti  to  the  fituation^ 
and  Kkely  to  pi^oduce  largeft  income,  would  arife 
from  the  proprietors  blending  their  fep^*ate  interefb^ 
fb  as  to  fecond  a  common  advantage.  By  this  com- 
munion, Henriettapftreet  could  be  continued  nearly 
to  Glaflmainoge  road,  and  fimilar  houfes  built  there- 
on. If,  by  purchafmg  the  Racket  Court  and  adja- 
cent 
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fceht  tenements,  it  was  fully  open  thefetb,  a  greait 
depreciation  in  value  muft  arife ;  the  exifting  beauty 
and  convenience  would  inftahtly  vaniihy  and  a  placet 
of  Biihxon  degenerate  into  a  crouded  and  vulgar  ave^ 
Bue,  through  which  people  and  cattle  would  move 
into  the  h^art  of  the  Metropolis.  A  few  houiest 
only  could  be  built  in  fuch  manner' as  t6  preftrve  aa 
end  or  place  (Imilar  to  -the  ptefent,  aAd  with  a  paf* 
fage  under  ah  houfe  of  either  fide  to  the  ftables^ 
By  the  preceding  mode,  an  annual  profit  of  about 
three  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  may  be  made.  Bu£ 
tny  real  opinion  is,  that  the  united  fite  would  never 
become  deflrable  ground  for  buildings  in  preference 
to  Mountjoy^fquare  with  its  furroundbg  ftreets,  or 
the  fB(hi(MiabIe  additions  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the 
Liffey, 

Allowing,    ^OD^evef^   th^ee  hundred  and   fifty 

pounds  a  year  for  its  poffible  value  under  the  utmoft 

improvement,  the  LefTors  gained  an  income  of  Sool. 

or  a  grofs  fum  oi  Jixteen  ihoufand  pcmds  from  the 

funds  of  the  Society  for  ever.    This  inaufpicious 

dealing  wi[S  no  fooner  clofed,  than  the  Treafurer^s 

paflion  for  architecture  began  to  difplay  itfeif  in  a 

fmgular  mannen    That  extraordinary  man  formed 

the  eccentric  defign  6f  planning,   fuperintending, 

and    completing    the   Hall    and    Library,     with 

the  pfojefled  fquare.     Having  ibconded  rival  and 

bppofite  interefts  in  the  preceding  demifes,  be  confi- 

dently  hoped,  that  fu^h  perfons  would  give  him  a 

joint  fupport  in  the  indulgence  of   this  favourirc 

fchtifie.     An  excavation  was  quickly  made,  mate* 

rials 
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rials  prepared,  and  fuperintendants  appointed;  lit 
July,  1 794,  that  gentleman's  plan  and  elevatk>n  o£ 
X  Dinicg-Jiall  and  Library  v^  approved  in  Ck)un« 
cil ;  nor  is  it  eafy  for  me  to  forget  the  tranipon 
with  which  he  communicated  the  intelligence,  and 
the  Daitisfaaion  apparently  vifible,  when  I  hailed  him 
as  the  legal  Viiruviusy  a  chara£ler  more  permaneni 
and  reljpedable,  than  what  accrued  from  the  £eet« 
ing  rank  of  ariilUry  Ca^ainj  or  Squire  rf  &U  Pa^ 
tricks 

A  day  was  even  fixed,  and  nearly  approached,  for 
laying  the  foundation  {tone ;  but  fudden  and  lable 
clouds  frequently  interrupt  ambitious  pro(|)eAs,  the 
jfeeiQingly  unaltecible  order  yielded  to  over*ruIing 
influence.  I  was  prefent  at  the  interefting  oppbfi* 
tion,  when  a  young  Bencher,  Mr.  Marcus  Bere^ 
ford,  joined  to  his  opinion  the  ftrength  of  an  af- 
cendant  party.  In  vain  the  Treafurer  and  his  par^ 
tifans  pointed  out  the  eeconomy  of  his  approved 
plan ;  in  \(rhich  aicbitef^ural  profit  was  difchimedi 
and  a  recompence  only  looked  for  in  the  generous 
commendations  of  cotemporaries,  and  the  jufter  ap* 
plaufe  of  pofterity.  In  the  true  fpirit  of  profeffional 
debate,  thefe  reafonings  formed  a  balls  for  opinions 
of  the  oppofite  party :  thai  of  difmterefted  oeco- 
nomy  was  ridiculed,,  as  the  harbinger  of  ruin ;  if 
fuch  a  building  (hould  be  committed  to  any  per« 
fon's  guidance^  who  was  not  a  profelTed  archie 
left.  Whyj  it  was  added  with  warmth,  YWry  in  an 
expenditure  of  large  amount,  and  public  tnifl^  from 
the  eftabUihed  pra&ice  of  mankind.  Though  an  una* 

ramous 
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ni'mous  aflent  was  not  given  to  the  apparent  inte- 
grity, and  obvious  good  fenfe  of  the  preceding  ob*^ 
ftrvations,  the  Treafarer's  building  party  flirunk 
iiito  a  diminiffied  minority,  and  m  that  refpefk 
Wafted  his  official  aftivity  for  ever; 

This  rejeftion  of  an  internal  plart  delayed  thiJ 
progrefs  for  fix  years,  and  .opened  £i  profpeft  of  de- 
signs and  offers  from  meii  engaged  in  that  particular 
purfuit.  The  preceding  adoption  occafioned  a  lofe 
to  (he  Society  of  two  thoufand  piounds,  and  the  fub- 
fequent  delay  added  thereto  the  accruing  ground  rent 
of  fix  thoilfand  guineas;  The  Treafurer's  choice  of 
fituatiolx  has  been  juftly  and  univerfally  condemned. 
I  muft,  hd^ever^  leifen  that  cenfiirfe  by  obferving, 
that  the  Primate  was  then  living,  tod  on  his  garden 
no  experinlerit  could  be  made  j  fuch  part  may  there-* 
fore  remain  iihbtiilt  for  many  years,  which  mufk 
render  any  fymmetry  of  defign,  of  correftnefs  iii 
execution,  perfeftly  incomplete ;  1  therefore  confi*i 
der  every  inteH^ening  attfempt  as  the  eftufion  of  va^ 
nityy  party ^  or  felfAriierefi ;  principles  certainly  fuf- 
iicient  to  ekhauft  King's  Inns  taxation  or  revenue 
without  any  profeffional  ufe  or  permanent  benefit. 

There  is,  however^  ho  trade  wind  in  the  com^i 
nierce  of  jobbing  ;  it  is  fubjeft  to  party  fqualls,  and 
the  dull  calm  of  hypocrify.  The  invoice  does  not 
always  aicertain  its  deftination,  tiof  the  profeffion  of 
a  peacefnl  coailition  fecure  its  fiiccefs:  I  Conceive  it 
neceflary  to  prepare  the  reader  by  thefe  collateral  re- 
inarks  for  a  oevr  and  jmexampled  pofition,   other-' 
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Tiife  be  may  miftake  the  preceding  defcripiion  as  in« 
eluding  a  title  fufficiently  legal.  An  iocumbcnt 
cloud,  however,  inftantly  overhangs,  and  fandh'fips 
that  popular  aphofifhi,  trhkrh  only  refpeds  the  le- 
gal judgment  of  Barrifters,  when  thefe  fage  charac- 
ters are  paid  for  intellectual  exertion. 

One  immediate  Leflbr  was  a  Bencher ;  and  on  i 
fuppofition  that  he  took  the  ground  under  a  pre- 
vious contemplation  pf  the  fnbfequent  agreement,  a 
Spirited  Corredlor  of  the  Common  Law  may  tonfider 
Jiim  as  a  Truftee,  and  decree  fuch  intermediate  pro- 
fit to  the  Sodety^s  nfe^  It  is  in  this  inftance  alone 
tSiat  the  benefit  of  the  legal  body  Teems  to  be  attended 
to.  .Yet  added  aflionifiiitient  mud  afied  the  reader, 
for  even  were  that  prefumed  principle  fuccefsful,  the 
Jlolding»  would  be  by  feveral  thoafand  pounds  too 
£ear.  '  But  the  coy  godded  of  equity  couJd  not  be 
&duced  to  fuftain  fuch  an  i^nprecedented  attack 
without  ftrong  etidience^  The  Treafurer  indeed  re- 
Cords,'  that  fuch  perfi3n  ihewed  lum,  iti  Oftober, 
X793,  tite  Primate's  gardep,  as  a  fit  fituaiion,  when 
united  with  Lord. Mountjoy's  ground,  for  the  New 
King's  loi!^.  I  (hall  not  k>  far  fliift  the  hiftoric  into  the 
profeilional  chara^er,  as  to  obtrude  upon  the  reader 
my  opinion,  how  far  fuch  proof  would  ftipport  the 
preceding  intended  fuit. 

It  is,  however,  my  bouhden  aft  to  enforce  cer- 
tainty from  doubt,  and  convert  the  poffible  abufes 
of  Law  into  a  correftion  of  nlalpraflTce,  and  the 
exaltation  of  national  charaden    Had  the  prejudice 

ef 
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of  cotinfet  or  thadnefs  of  party  brought  fuch  a  queA 
tion  under  judicial  cognifance,  and  a  corporate  cha- 
racter attached  to.  the  King's  Inns,  no  eftablifhed 
equity  court  could  inveftigate  the  fingular  queftion^ 
fir  in  fuch  cafes  all  dtir  Judges  nJoere  ihiere/ied  parties^ 
This  proves  the  abfurdity  of  aflfedling  to  imitate 
Englifh  eftabllfliments  v^ithoiit  a  fixed  obfervance  of 
Engliih  principles^  and  affords  a  decifive  example^ 
that  any  Irifli  deviation  flows  not  from  precipitancy 
of  decifionj  or  inferiority  of  intelleft ;  but  a  fpirit 
of  jobbings  perfonal  malignity^  or  interefted  fcrvi- 
h'ty.  The  preceding  vifionary  fchcme  hung  over  the 
eftablifhment  for  three  years^  and  its  principle  wai 
refumed  in  various  ihaped; 

When  the  former  attack  wis  defeated  by  a  want 
of  foundation  in  faft  or  juftice,  a  Bench  Order 
of  the  5th  Jiine,  1 795,  contains  the  report  of  the 
Treafurer's  letter  of  23d  of  April,  1795,  to  the 
Leffors  of  the  New  King's  Inns,  with  the  anfweri 
thereto;  The  oppofers  of  that  agreement  now,  for 
the  firft  time^  feemed  to  conceive  the  title  under  the 
demife  invalid,  yet  were  willing  to  fvirrender  the 
ground,  and  give  teafonable  compeniktion  for  any 
injury  done  to  it.  Lord  Mountjoys  anfwer  was  fully 
expreflive  of  the  improvident  bargain.  BeGdes  3 
refufal  to  accept  the  proffered  fiirrender^  his  Lord- 
flup  added,  that  compenfation  would  exceed  the 
conception  of  gentlemen ;  thus  plainly  intimating, 
that  the  real  value  of  the  ground  was  fa  trifling,  as 
to  make  any  difference  between  it  and  the  rent  pay- 
able by  the  Society  almofl:  equal  to  a  piirchafi?. 
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The  other  anfwer  correfponded  with  his  Lord{hip*< 
C^eral  prineFpfe,  but  was  couched  in  profeffional 
tbrm.  it  pfohounces  the  Btnchers*  doubt  as  utterly 
unfounded  in  Law,  and  gives  notice,  that  fo  fer  from 
accepting  a  furrendef,  the  payment  of  the  rent,  if 
linpard,  will  be  regularly  enforced ;  concliSding  with 
this  ftrong  remark^ — that  the  party  knew  of  no  ade- 
quate compenfation  for  blowing  upon  a  title  to  Dub^ 
fiu  building  ground  by  ftich  2  Society. 

Opinions'  of  Iriffi  counfcl  were  then  had,  whethef 
fhe  preceding  leafe  had  been  valid  from  the  begin-* 
Ring  V  next,  whether  the  Leflbr  of  the  Primate'^ 
garcjen  was  bound  to  'briy  in  tfte  undfcr-tenants 
leafes,  and  give  the  premifes  clear  from  fuch  charge 
t6  the  Society.  This  ffiarp  meafure  formed  a  malter- 
piece  of  vengeiince,  as  tht  enthe  prbfit  wotJid  bd 
fwallowed  m  ks  vortex ;  yet  m  point  of  commort 
honefty  it  Wafe  a  ftrange  attempt,  for  both  parties 
i^ere  well  acquamted  with  thefe  conctirrent  leafes, 
which  are  even  afligned,  accepted,  and  fo  far  tnadc 
inatter  of  recor^  in  the  leafe  to  the  Society.  tJpon 
thefe  apparently  interelliAg  occafions,  the  opinion  of 
in  Eriglifh  Attorney,  and  Soh'citor  General  was  or- 
dered to  be  taken/  The  reader  may^  however,  pre- 
fumethe  refult  unfevdurable  frdm  fubfequent  filencc 
ppon  that  head.  In  this  mannet  the  ground  re- 
faained  for  four  y6ars,  not  merely  uiliraprovM  or 
unbuilt  upon,  but  an  added  expence  to  the  Society, 
exclufive  of  a  loft  by  its  annual  rent  of  one  thou- 
faiui  guineas/ 


The 
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The  reader  has  feen  it  offered  to  the  Leflbrs; 
vvhich  propofal  was  jconfidered  fo  grofe,  and  the  re- 
compenfe,  if  adequate,  To  large,  that  no  particular 
funi  has  .been  mentioned  by  either  party.  The  next 
flap  was  tQ  advertife  it  for  building  grpund.  My 
early  fufpicion  in  that  relpeft  was  juftifi^d  by  the 
event.  Notwithflanding  a  public  and  avowed  cager- 
nefs  to  part  with  the  premifes  for  the  intrinfic  value, 
and  at  a  great  loft,  a  remote  and  unprofitable  fitua- 
tion  baffled  the  attempt,  and  deterred  builders  from 
offering  a  fmgle  propofal.  This  fufp^nfion  from 
buildings  and  determinatioja  to  difpofe  of  the  King':? 
Inns,  created  another  lively  ^d  Angular  defign. 
A  fituation  for  an  Hall  and  Library  was  felefted  to 
tjie  rear  of  the  four  Court^,  jand  all  idea  of  Cham- 
Ijers,  or  a  furrpunding  fqu^re,  wifely  abandoned  and 
condemned.  Such  a  ftrudure  would,  it  feems, 
then  fatisfy  that  humbled  pride  which  fpurne4 
the  open,  healthful,  and  airy  fituation  of  the  Innsr 
Quay. 

**  Telephus  3c  Pelcus,  cum  pauper  &  exul  uterquc, 
•*  Projicit  ampullas,  &  Sefqiiipcdalia  verba." 

This  interval  enabled  the  Society  to  accumulate, 
amid  unneceffary  expence,  a  large  capitaj  from 
ftamps  and  depofits  for  Chambers.  The  ftate  of  the 
funds  during  war .  would  enable  adlive  Members  to 
turn  this  income  to  an ,  immenfe  increafing  advan- 
tage, and  the  profeflion  be  thereby  confgled  for  pre- 
ceding mifmanagement  by  prefent  prudence  and 
profpeftive  advantage.    The  fee,s  received  by  the 
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Treafurer  from  Eafter  Term,  1792,  exceeded  the 
annual  Aim  of  one  thovifand  pounds ;  y£t  the  rea- 
der will  probably  think  legal  integrity  and  learning 
as  little  benefitted  by  that  enlarged  eftabliflimcnt,  as 
jhe  foups;  of  an  EngUfh  Archbifhop  by  having  for 
his  patent  cook  an  Earl  of  Warwick.  The  new  cre- 
ated office  of  Under  Treafurer,  by  a  fimilar  fiat  of 
fees,  exceeded  the  annual  average  of  two  hundred 
jind  fifty  pounds.  The  Treafurer  named  to  that 
office  his  eldeil  fon.  This  gentleman  dying  in  1790, 
or  1 79 1,  his  ftep-fon,  then  under  age,  was  named 
^n  a  fimilar  manner  ;*  both  aflifted  by  an  office-clerk 
jilfo  appointed  by  the  Treafurer* 

Such  profit  and  patronage  did  not  efcape  the 
piercing  eye  of  party ;  its  rapid  rife  and  progrefs 
Appeared  perfeftly  revolutional }  the  poundage 
feemed  worthy  of  natipnal  adopdon,  ^nd  would 
probably  be  introduced  by  a  corrupt  Cabinet,  if 
equal  fecrefy  could  mark  the  growing  fyftem,  and 
Ihield  parties  from  the  lynx-like  eye  of  oppofttton.  It 
(:ertainly  operated  upon  a  new  and  uncommon  fcale; 
money,  when  paid  into  the  office,  or  iiTuing  from 
it,  even  what  verged  thither  for  a  moment,  and  by 
a  tranfitory  tangent,  was  fubjeft  thereto.  This 
official  gangrene  deferved  eradication,  in  which 
pvery  attention  might  be  paid  to  the^Trcafurer's  per- 
fonal  charafter  or  prefumed  fervices  ;  whilft  an  offi- 
cial continuance,  upheld  in  oppofitjon  to  ancient 
praftice  and  modern  rules,  fliould  be  terminated 
with  a  correftion  of  improper  profit  in  the  fucccffor. 
fpf  this  folutary  purpofe  an  ancient  and  appofite 

precedent 
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precedent  prefented  itfelf,  adhered  to  for  better  than 
a  century  in  this  kingdom,  and  fuftained.  amid  every 
mutation  of  Manners ^  Religion^  and  LaWy  by  the 
unerring  wifdom  and  yntainted  integrity  of  the  Englilh 
nation.  The  remedy  confifted  in  an  annual  eleftion 
of  Treafurcr,  and  an  appointment  of  the  Deputy 
by  his  principal,  to  be  approved  of  by  the  Society, 
and  continued  by  thepo^biljty  of  ;w  annual  re-elec- 
tion during  pleafufep 

Thefe  pbvious  fuggeftions  were  <:ounterafted  by 
aftive  dexterity,  and  fecret  fpirty  majaagement,  in 
which  entire  tranfadion  the  Treafurer  is  a  feparate 
character  from  his  brother  Benchers.  Power,  pa- 
tronage, and  perfonal  iijtereft  were  involved,  which 
m  the  prefent  age,  (and  in  a  legal  Society,  it  would 
be  facrilege  to  furrender.  Np  inference  can  there- 
fore be  formed,  what  would  be  that  gentleman's  opi- 
nion,  had  it  been  folicited  on  neutral  ground,  and 
in  an  independent  form*  Thus,  the  fapient  priejis 
of  paganiftn  fubmitted  to  luxurious  income^  and  often- 
fibly  inculcated  a  Icorrupt  and  'uulgar  fuperjlition^ 
which  their  keen  genius  "^xA  polijhed  learning  reviewed 
with  contempt. 

The  reader  will  conceive  me  diftraOied  by  a  vari- 
ety of  matter,  or  forgetful  of  the  leading  principles 
which  led  the  Treafurer  to  office,  and  its  moll  ob- 
vious benefit — an  arrangement  of  accounts  each  if- 
fuable  Term,  and  payment  of  cafh  balances  into 
the  Bank  of  Ireland.  Sevfen  years  of  eventful  vari- 
ety had  elapfed^  and  thp  frame  of  the  King's  Inns 
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Society  was  nearly  as  much  altered  from  its  original 
ccnjiiiution^  as  the  Government  of  France  from  the  bn- 
guid  reign  of  the  innocait  Lewis  to  the  fahgiiinary  vi- 
gour of  a  .Republican  Diredory.  In  May,  1791, 
the  Treafurer's  accounts  were  audited  by  pio  Judges^ 
found  to  be  jiift  and  right,  an^l  Government  Secu- 
rities acknowledged  to  belong  to  the  Society,  and 
amounting  to  about  3900I.  in  his  hands.  On  the 
5th  of  June,  1792,  a  fecond  audit  took  place,  be- 
fore two  Benchers,  who  certified  that  the  fame  was 
fair  and  juft,  and  that  theyfaw  (their  own  expref- 
fibn)  the  Securities  fpecified  on  the  other  leaf  in  the 
Treafurer's  hands.  Fifty-four  debentures  marke4 
the  intervening  timg, 

m 

Here  let  me  call  the  reader's  attention  to  the  ftat^ 
of  the  Society.  Returning  54I.  which  had  been  re- 
ceived in  Eafter  T^rm,*  1792,  for  Chambers,  there 
remained  in  h^nds  ^  clear  fum  of  eight  rhoufand  fc- 
ven  hundred  poun4$  after  all  preceding  frauds ;  fron\ 
which  furely  a  decent  Hall  and  Library,  with  fuita- 
ble  furniture,  could  be  built.  T|ie  ground  was  ad- 
jacent, and  offered  itfelf.  Thoygh  the  pureft  rcve* 
rencefor  God  always  appears  in  a  difmterefted  lovf 
of  our  country,  an  added  tribute  m^y,  in  fuch  a  fitUf 
?Ltion,  be  hambly  offered,,  and  the  altar  of  Cifri^  uni- 
ted to  a  Tcwple  of  jfujlice  by  the  ereftion  of  ^  Chapd. 
But  if  the  preceding  furji  ftartles  ptofeflional  pride, 
and  architectural  tafte,  there  was  a  growing  refource 
in  the  funds  of  the  Society  to  fuftain  any  moderate 
added  expence,  exclufive  of  the  legal  claim  for  that 
ground  ofcupied  by  the  f our  Ck)urtsf  and  Offices; 
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2,  difcharge  of  which  fum  would,  for  fuch  a  greajt 
national  purpofe,  be  promptly  conceded  to  by  Go- 
yeriirnent,  Parliament,  and  People, 

The  inimediate  effeft  refulting  from  prudent  ar« 
tangement  and  integrity  muft  be,  that  the  Benchers 
would  be  confidered  as  the  difpenfers  of  all  thi^ 
good.     Such  men  need  only  exhibit  an  example, 
.and  it  would  become  even  a  popular  aft*  to  fecond 
the  dqfign  j  the  Dining-hall  would  be  conflantly  and 
fully  attended  ;  the  Library  become  a  place  of  ge- 
neral refort,  'ty'en  during  the  fitting  of  the  Courts ; 
future  Barrifters  poffibly  perfeft  profeffional  litera- 
ture,- and  perfonal  improvement,  by  the  well-known 
j-ulej  of  Bacon — "  chfe  Jiudj^  free  conference^  and 
an  Qccafional  exercife  of  the  pen^'     Chambers  would 
Indeed  be  wanting,  and  the  profeffion  as  uninjured 
thereby,  as  they  fe?m  to  be  at  prefent.     Some  per- 
fons  may  however  rc?gret,  that  fuch  a  convenient 
cover  for  the  diflipation  of  bachelors,  and  the  more 
criminal  ^infidelity  of  married  men,  could  not  grace 
the  eftablifliment.     The  reader  will  probably  be  rea- 
dy to  puf  fue  the  neceifary  dullnefs  of  accounts,  from 
?Ln  humble  hopfe,  that  fteady  rules,  and  public  fpi- 
rited  management,  may  in  future  mark  the  Society^ 
and  remedy  or  remove  the  baneful  effeft  of  precede 
ing  pjirtiality  and  corruption. 

« 

A  third  audit  was  had  upon  the  14th  of  June, 
J 794,  which  was  declared  juft  and  fair,  and  one 
hundred  and  fix  debentures  and  five  Treafury  bilis  were 
allowed  to  b(S  exhibited  to  view.     They  alfo  find 

thre^ 
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jhree  thoufand  three  hundred  and  fifty-fix  pouridj 
five  Ihillings  and  one  penny,  fterling,  to  the  credit 
pf  the  Society,  ft<?/  in  their  name^  but  fo  acknow^ 
ledged  by  the  Treafurer.  The  reader  mull  accept 
of  my  alfiftance  in  all  future  obfervations  upon  ibat 
head, ,  as  no  fimilar  ordeal  affefled  the  Treafurer  f  jr 
the  niiig  fuhfequcnt  years  of  bis  life.  Official  (ituation 
^as  not,  however,  permitted  to  glide  in  dignified 
repofe  j  furlher_attacks  (faeh  •was  the  /angmge  of  that 
day)  were  made  upon  him ;  for  on  the  third  of  De- 
cember, 1796,  it  was  ordered,  "  That  the  Treafu- 
rer lodge  the  Government  fecuriticsf  /be  properly  of  the 
Society,  in  the  Bank  of  Ireland  forthwith.'*  Alfo^ 
f  That  the  Treafurer  print  ahJlraBs  of  his  accounts 
for  the  ufe  of  the  Members  of  the  Society,  and  an  ac- 
fount  of  the  amount  of  his  poundage  andfees.^' 

The  reader  will  perceive,  that  almoft  every  order 
of  the  Bench  fuggefls  reflexions  as  obvious  and  ex- 
lenfive  as  the  refined  morality  of  Roclicfaucaidt,  or 
Montefquicu' s  profound  policy.  If  I  mentioned  the 
preceding  circumllances  as  fubje^s  of  general  fuf- 
picion,  not  undeferving  hiftoiic  notice,  th^  authen- 
ticity may  be  doubted,  for  they  are  not  more  repug- 
nant to  principles  of  honefly  and  common  fenfe, 
than  to  the  fixed  unrefcinded  rules  of  the  Bench. 
The  wife  alteration  was  fotemnly  recognifed  in  1789, 
as.  a  corre^iye  to  that  unexampled  corruption  and 
jobbing,  which  deprived  the  Society  of  an  ample 
eflate,  and  added  thereto  a  complete  plunder  of  per- 
fonal  property.  Correft  and  immutable  principles 
ought  to  prevail  on  ilie  relloration  or  enlargement 
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of  any  inftitution  j  nor  fhould  an  vmcealing  encoii- 
ragement  to  flattery  and  fraud  be  admitted  by  a  per- 
petual reference  to  perfonal  charaBer.  Every  job- 
bing vice  or  political  corruption  which  has  pervaded 
corporate  and  felf-created  affociations  in  Ireland,  ap- 
pears to  flow  from  that  fetal  fource. 

• 

TTie  improvements  of  our  time,  and  pern\anent 
profperity  of  pofterity,  hang  on  the  immediate  adop- 
tion and  enforcement  of  an  oppofite  principle.    An* 
cient  Romans  and  modern  Britons  attained  unti^^ 
vailed  eminence  in  arts  and  arms  by  an  adherence 
thereto.     If  patriot  zele  can  fugged  a  more  appo* 
fite  example,  be  itjremenib^red^  that  an  oppofite  prac-  « 
^ice  has  powerfully  contributed  to  the  depreflion  of 
Jrijh  ingenuity  and  excellence^    The  Treafurer  has  re- 
corded, that  he  informed  a  deceafed  Bencher  by 
letter  of  the  fcventh  of  December,  of  an  applica- 
tion to  the  Bank  of  Ireland,  whofp  Direftors  de- 
clared, they  would  pnly  receive  the  debentures  and 
Treafury  bills  as  a  fealed  parcel,   and  not  make 
themfelvcs  accountable  for  the  contents.     On  the 
a  jft  January,  1797,  "A  Bench  Order  was  made, 
to  make  a  fimilar  application  to  the  houfe  of  MefT. 
Latouche,  purfuant  to  which  it  was  declared  on  the 
28th  of  January,  that  128  Government  debenturesf 
of  one  hundred  pounds  each,  at  5L  per  cent,  and 
1 06  debentures  of  the  fame  amount,  at  3I.  1  os.  per 
cent,  with  twenty  Treafury  bills  at  5L  per  cent,  were 
lodged  in  that  bank,  and  an  accountably  receipt 
given  for  the  fame." 

Thus, 
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Thus,  for  the  firft  tim^,  twenty  five  thoufand  fpny 
(lund^ed  pounds  was  handed  over  to  the  real  credit 
of  the  Society,   and  perpianent  fecurity  given  for 
the  farae.     Hitherto  they  were  not  only  in  the  cut 
tody  of  the  Treafurer,  but  in  his  private  houfe, 
without  any  lift  or*  duplicate  to  afcertain  thqr  iden- 
tity ;  the  principal  of  fome  received,  and  in  that 
conftant  mutation  which  fuch  a  fpecies  of  property 
encourages,  and  fometimes  requires;     If  a  fuddeu 
^eath  or  violent  difeafe  difpofed  of  the  Treafurer, 
what  evidence  had  the  Society  to  -juftify  a  claim  ? 
To  wh^ch  Bencher  would  fo  impertinent  a  meffage 
^e  delivered,  as  to  demand  a  f evjew  of  all  his  papers  ? 
Or  what  family  in  Ireland  fubmit  its  efieds  to  fuch  a 
ridiculous  inv^ftigation  ?  The  event  does  not  render 
thefe  obferv^itiops  ynneceffary,  though  it  contributes 
tf>  copfirm  the  Treafurer*s  official  integrity,  and  ha§ 
refcued  King's  Inns  rulers  from  the  farcafms  of  pub« 
jic  ridicule,  or  plcalantry  of  fcepic  exhibirion. 

TTie  reader  has  been  informed  that  poundage  was 
allowed  upon  the  fum  of  4040I.  received  from  Lord 
Lifford's  reprefentatives  to  the  Treafurer,  in  confi- 
deration  of  his  trouble  in  eftablifhing  fuch  charge  j 
|t  remark  which  Benchers  ought  to  recolleft  with  a 
double  point  pf  view ;  firft,  tp  render  futi^re  ac- 
f  oum?  clear,  by  an  half-yearly  audit ;  and  fecondly, 
tP  fupprefe  poundage  in  future.  I  reluclantly,  but  fo- 
|emnly,  pronounce  a  departure  from  each ;  for 
poundage  appears  in  the  abftrafts,  until  finally  fup- 
preffed  in  Hilary  Terniy  1797,  amounting  in  the  in- 
fervening  period  to  ftxteen  hundred  pounds  and  up- 
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lairds.     Thefe  preparatory  fteps  may  end  m  a  rcvi-; 
^al  of  the  ancient  rule,  or  an  enforcement  of  fuch* 
brder  as  accompamcd  his  Appointment.     But  pru- 
dent  management  aiid  propei*  compli^fice  counter*' 
aded  that  jufl  effe£t ;  due  homage  wa&  paid  to'  the» 
flirine  of  power,  and  plighted  fervUit^^met  certaiit 
fupport.     It  \ras  therefote  ordered,  *^  That  the  pre-; 
fent  Tfeafurer  (hall  rdcen^e  all  fees  payable  to  him  as^ 
Treafurer,  according  to  i  table  forniferly  ftttltfd  id 
his  own  ufe ;    and  if  ^he  fame  IhalLnot  anK>mit  td 
125/;  in  each  Term,  or  five  hundred  pounds  in  foui^ 
Termsi  whatever  may  be  deficient  of  faid  fum  (hall ' 
be  made  up  out  of  the  funds  of  this  Society;    The 
faid  fum  of  500I.  to  be  in  lieu  of  all  poundage  0/ 
iompenfation/^  *  "^^ 

■■    ••    "  '  '' 

"  That  upon  the  death,  refignation,  ot  renidvaV 
©f  the  prefent  Treafurer,  a  Treafurer  fhall  be  elefted 
from  among  the  Benchers-,  who  fhall  ad:  ki  that 
office  without  fee  Or  falary  ;  fhall  Continue  in  it  bulf 
one  year,  and  fhall  not  be  capable  of  being  again 
re-elefted  into  it  until  two  years  after  the  expiration 
of  that  year  in  which  he  aft«d/'  By  this  means  a 
net  income  to  a  refpe£lable  amount  was  fecured  ta 
that  gentleman  for  life.  Had  the  ofEce  been  at** 
(ended  with  confiderabie  trouble,  impropriety  was 
affixed  to  the  fubfequent  part  of  the  ruld ;  it  may 
therefore  be  fairly  inferred,  that  Benchers  confix 
dcrcd  it  an  honorable Jinecure^  except  where  bufinefi 
is  craftily  coortcd  or  created  for  purpofes  of  intenji 
OF  ambition. 
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The  office  of  Under  Treafurer,  created  and  dif^ 
fol'iHble  at  bis  plea/lire^  was  not  even  recogtlifed  but 
by  the  table .  of  fees,  it  therefore  palTed  unnodced 
dunag  the  preceding  florm ;  nor  can  there  be  a. 
doubt,  that  if  an  annual  election  of  Treafurer  took 
place,  fuch.o$cer  would  aflume  the  privilege  of  his 
predeceflbr,  and  name  a  deputy.  An  implied  iitU'^ 
ation  fpr  life  being  fecured  to  the  principal,  contra* 
ry  to  rule  and  right,  %  faring  hand  was  lent 
to  uphold  the  Under  Treafurer,  poffibly  after  the 
death  of  his  principaL  f*or  that  purpofe  the  follow- 
ing artful  rule  was  entered  into :  '^  That  a  Sub- 
Treafurer  alfo  fliall  then  be  eleSled^  who  fhall  not  be 
a  Bencher,  Barrifter,  or  Attorney,  fhall  continue 
in  that  cffice  during  pleafure,  and  ihall  receive  a 
(alary  of  two  hundred  pounds^  but  no  fee  or  other 
emolument/' 

A  new  Treafurer  may,  according  to  ancient 
ufage,  and  exiiting  practice,  claim  the  nomination^ 
and  would,  from  friendfliip  or  felf*intereft,  finA  fnch 
a  perfon  in  the  legal  profeflion.  If  the  office  was 
left  open  to  a  canvafs,;  a  Member  of  the  King's  Inns 
had  the  mod  natural  claim,  and  the  moft  probable 
f>rofpe6):  of  fuccefs*  By  excluding  fuch,  a  great 
leading  interefl:  was  put  down,  and  this  prudent  fore^ 
thought  fecured  th^  fuccefEon*  The  reader  is  thus 
relieved  from  indignant  reflexions  upon  official  inte- 
refl,  or  innovation  by  admiration  of  the  fyflematic 
perfeverance,  which  was  exercifed  in  its  fupport. 
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Thfe  preceding  lule  furnifiies  ample  ptoof  of  the 
connexion  and  fubordinate  pofition  of  the.  Under 
Treafurer,  with  that  of  his  principal ;.  appointed  by, 
Accountable  to,  and  exifting  only  during  the  official 
tenure  of  the  Treafuren  I  confider  the  refignatiorf 
of  the  latter  officef ,  or  its  poffihility,  as  a  KmgU 
Inns  pkafaniry^  whilll  the  aWful  word  renmjai  imuft 
indelibly  inform  him  what  particular  Bc^ncher  cbuU 
lead  an  hod  of  dependent  voters  into  Bench  Coun- 
tils,  and  enforce  due  fealty  at  his  ihrineis  This  fen- 
fauon  converted  the  Society's  fervant  into  a  collate- 
tal  officer  of  Chancery,  and  tendered  the  fenior 
^art  of  each  profeffion  perfe£tly  inattentive  to  its  in* 
terior  management  or  pectmiary  concerns^ 

As  the  cotre£t  diftributiQn  of  juftice^  afid  the  in*- 
dcpendelit  fituation  of  its  interpreters  ioterefts  the 
nation,  it  muf):  oh  that  acconnt  merit  an  incorporar 
tion  with  the  Hiftory  of  King's  Inns*  Frorii  the  ac* 
eeifion  of  James  I.  until  the  reign  of  his  pf efent 
JMajefty,  the  three  Chief  judges  had  equal  fistlaries, 
with  the  exception,  of  one  hundred  additional 
pounds  to  the  Chief  Juftice  of  the  King^s  Bench?. 
Xtie  fix  puifne  hatd  no  difference  in  their  public  in^ 
tome,  fave  the  fenior  puifne  of  the  Kjng's  Bench. 
There  was  no  particxilar  payment  u^til  the  year 
1656  or  60,  for  circuit,* until  which  period  their 
perfonal  expences  and:  entertainment 'was  borne,  by 
Sheriffs  ajnd  Corporations.  This  became  very  bur* 
thenfonie  to  the* hitter,  without  btiag  fufficiently 
-convenient  to  the  former.  By  an  order  from  Go- 
vernment the  pra^ice  was  difcpntimied,  and  50/; 

each 
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iocb  ib'csdt  given  in  liea  tbereof ,  which  was  after- 
wards railed  to  icoL  each  circuit,  and  to  two  Imn- 
ibed  pounds  with  equal  conformity  to  the  progvdEve 
Taloe  of  the  aitides  of  life. 

Bf  an  Ad  if  this  reign  the  Chief  Judges  wore  to 
recave,  one  i  jccL  annually,  and  the  two  other  i6ocL 
each,  and  the  fix  puilhe  Judges  1 200K  each,  exdu- 
five  of  4DoL  fi>r  the  two  circuits,  with  the  other 
andent  fees  inlqarably  annexed  to  thofe  offices. 
There  was  a  fee,  finail  in  itfelf  bat  valuable,  which 
Tefidted  froai  Civil  Bills,  a  fpedes  of  fuit  entirely 
onknoin^  in  England  :  here  a  Hulling  was  given  to 
each  Judge  on  a  decree  or  difinifSj  and  taxed  againft 
the  loCng  party.    This  profit  was  to  be  direfted  into 
another  oourfe,  and  I  pointed  out  fuch  an  alteration 
fome  years  before  the  year  1796,  hi  the  letters  of 
IT/.Z^Tyz  RuftlL  **  Since  the  tilled  of  county  courts, 
the  jarifdicHoa  and  pracUce  of   (garter  Seffions 
fliould  be  better  iupported ;    therd>y  julUee  would 
be  brought  home  to  the  fubjed,  and  toore  frequent- 
ly. Civil  Bills  may  be  determined  there,  with  an  ap^ 
peal  to  the  Judge  of  AfEze  ;  poor  men  cannot  bear 
delay,  and  dealing  principally  with  each  other,  have 
but  tmtering  fecurity.     To  efieft  this  plan,  a  Bar- 
riilcr  fliould  be  appcnnted  to  prefide  as  in  the  County 
of  Dublin.''    Thus,  men  in  oppofiuon  often  throw 
out  hints  which  the  pride  of  a  Cabinet  does  not  dif<* 
dain  to  adopt.     Affiltant  Barrzfters  were  ^pointed^ 
apparently  in  corrdpondenc^  vnth  the  preceding 
publication ;   but  to  complete  that  plan,  the  com« 
mon  Law  Judges  muft  be  rendered  as  independent  \a 
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Income,  as  ttie  Statute  Law  Had  already  confirmed 
them  by  teiiure. 

Four  thoufand  pounds  a  year  was  afligned  to  the 
Chief  Juftice  of  the  King's  Bench,  and  three  thou- 
fand five  hundred  pounds  to  the  other  Chief  Judges  j 
while  the  puifne  Judges  were  fixed  at  an  equal  falary 
of  two  thoufand  five  hundred  pounds.  Which  offi ; 
cial  patronage  was  overlooked  from  the  great  princi- 
ple whence  it  arofe.  Thus,  if  judicial  integrity  be 
encouraged  by  the  tefpeft  which  attends  it,  Irifhmen 
ftill  fuftain  their  ancient  and  acknowledged 
character  of  bting  2:ealoufly  attached  to  an  im- 
partial adminiftration  of  Law,  and  firicerely  de- 
voted to  its  juft  interpreters. 

Another  incident  Happened  about  the  fame  time, 
Uluftrative  of  the  genius  which  governed  the  Soci- 
ety of  King's  Inns.  The  old  Courts  were  as  con- 
venient as  thofe  at  Weftminfter ;  it  had,  however^ 
been  thought  proper  to  change  the  fituation,  by  a 
New  Building  oh  the  King's  Inns  eftate,  between 
the  Public  Offices.  It  muft  add  furprife  to  indigna- 
tion, that  a  fimilar  reafon  did  not  operate  to  ereft 
an  Hall,  Chapel,  and  Library,  where  alone  fuch 
buildings  could  be  completely  and  generally  ufeful, 
and  by  which  laudable  occonomy  the  $ociety  would 
be  enabled  to  maintain,  as  in  the  preceding  century^ 
a  Chaplain^  to  lighten  (if  thought  expedient)  the 
c'kpence  of  Cemmonsj  and  to  furnifli  a  well  chofen  and 
€)ctenftvc  Library^  with  an  indulgence  of  profeffional 
charity  upon  a  fcalc  fuited  to  the  dignity  and  prefumcd 
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integrity  tf  a  legal  ejiahlifbrnent*     Even  the  original 
plan  of  New  Courts  was  bottomed  on  the  intent  of 
adding  buildings  for  the  Society  adjacent  thereto, 
and  is  ftrongly  fuggefted  in  a  rule  of  near  forty 
years  ftuiding. 

However,  the  New  Courts  were  opened  in  Mi- 
chaelmas, 1796,  and  for  the  firft  two  days  attra£ked 
fuch  an  aflemblage  of  female  youthy  beauty^  and 
fafhion^  as  banifhed  difcord^  dijirefs^  and  difbontfiy 
from  their  vfual  abode  /  legal  bufinefs  returned  to  the 
GomtnoA  track,  llie .  preceding  flight  incident,  ^9 
natural  in  it/elf i  only  merits  an  infertion  in  this  Hif- 
tory  for  the  heavy  charge  thereby  affixed  upon  an 
income  lately  created^  and  avowedly  for  fuch  diffe- 
rent purpofes.  The  Englifh  Iiins  of  Court  do  not 
feel  themfelves  warranted  or  b9und  to  ^cmAtfervants 
for  the  yudgesi  tiot /weepers  for  W^bnir^er-UaU ;  tor 
the  Sovereign  that  arrangement  exclufivelj  and  ioi- 
inemorially  belongs;  it  forms  part  of  the  dignity 
and  expence  of  the  Royat  houfliold.  Not  can  there 
be  any  doubt,  that  through  his-  Empire  reiniikrsv 
when  apprifed  thereof,  will  remove  any  obftrudiony 
or  introduce  any  meafure  which  tends  to  the  proper 
cafe  of  Judges,  or  the  more  regular  difpatch  of  le- 
gal  bufinefs*  .  No  application  was  however  made 
in  that  quarter ;  it  muft  lead  to  enquiry,  and  at  all* 
events  give  rife  to  ceconomy  which  would  fmother  ^ 
projefted  general  job^ 

A  large  annual  income  had  been  accumulating  in 
Jefpite  of  every  fandful  mifinanagement.     The  pre- 
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Tent  fite  was  adverdfed  for  fale^  and  it  afforded  nd 
/light  pkafantry,  that  zfad  andfapient  legal  body  {o\u 
cited  bidders  for  an  intereft  which  no  perfoB  would 
take  oflF  their  hands  for  twelre  thoofand  guineas, 
and  architects  to  rent  of  build  on  ground,  the  tide 
of  which  they  corifidered  as  doubtful.  At  that  mo- 
ment the  (Irudure  of  an  Hail,  Chapel,  and  Library, 
even  at  th^  rear  of  the  New  Courts^  appesu'ed  re- 
mote, and  the  romantic  project  of  Chambers  en- 
tirely abandoned.  A  lively  ]bencher  therefore  faid^ 
that  it  would  be  indecent  to  divide  among  them- 
felves  the  accumulated  principal ;  but  to  divert  the 
growing  intereft  to  temporary  convenience  muft  ex- 
cite neither  furprife  nor  alarm;  It  was  therefore  or- 
dered, "  That  thirteen  tip/iqfs  Ihould  be  added  to 
thofe  already  in  office,  with  a  falary  of  twenty-five 
pmnds  eacb?^  A  fimilar  allowance  was  niade  td 
three  exifling  perfons^.  for  zfesond  was  provided  td 
each  Chi^  Jttdgei 

% 

This  unprecedented  appointment  refembled  every  in* 
novation  of  power  or  jobbing,  under  which  Ireland 
has  groaiied.  A  plaufible  pretext  was  afforded  in 
the  unufual  croud  of  every  fex,  age,  apd  rank^ 
which  feemed  to  ufurp  the  Courts  for  the  firft  and 
fecond  day  of  Term.  But  eijiaal  attention  (hould 
be  paid  to  the  voluntary  afleiTments  and  parliament- 
ary taxes  impofed  on  the  junior  part  t)f  the  profet 
fio:  1  to  which  Benchers  did  not  contribute  ^fingU 
Jhilling.  Howeverj  the  new  officers  Were  deter- 
mined, by  affuming  a  fpirit  du  corps^  to  juftify  the 
appointment.     To  an  unneceiTary  aftivity  was  added 
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continual  interrnption^  perfonal  infolentre,  and  fre« 
quent  arrefts. 

Thus,  for  iz  couple  of  TemtSj  they  became  i 
greater  nui&nce  than  what  the  mftitmion  affeded  to 
corrcft.  Time,  with  well  applied  ridicule^  has  ill 
that  retpeO:  produced  ampl^  amendment ;  the  par- 
ties therefore  fe&n  to  tmderftand  the  motive  which 
created  that  eftablifhment,  and  ilumber  oa  a  fine- 
cure,  or  confine  their  aftivity  to  dotneftic  fcrvitude. 
Thefe  interior  fertants  poimed  an  equ'al  neceffity  for 
an  extern  job  ;  thie  halloixred  preeinfts  have  therefore 
two  tipftaves  to  regulate  the  furrounding  fquares, 
by  whbtn  the  cries  of  poverty  or  plays  of  children  may 
be  baniflied  fit)m  flern  or  unfeeling  minds.  About 
five  hundred  poiAids  hti  been  thus  annually  funb 
for  the  lail  ten  years,  and  is  Hkely  to  continue  for 
the  lives  of  the  prefent  poSeffof^,  or  rather  for  their 
mafters^  official  exiftence;  for  it  has  been  hinted, 
that  as  judicial  changes  happen,  no  fuccefllon  of 
the  preceding  fort  will  take  place. 

My  bounden  duty^  however,'  reqmres  that  each 
paft  or  exifting  movement  of  the  Society  be  fully 
and  faithfully  difplayed ;  beHdes,  I  am  convinced 
that  this  publication  wilF  contain  truths^overlooked 
by  ancient^  and  unkn&mn  to  snodem  Benchers^  but 
which  as  men  df  Ijonor  they  will  never  approve.  In 
this  year  an  ejeftment  ^as  ferved  for  the  ground  on 
which  the  New  Courts  and  Record  Offices  ftand* 
The  order  imports,*  that  it  was  done  merely  to  pre- 
vent the  operation  tf  the  Statute  of  Limitation  j  in 
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my  humble  opinion  an  unnecejfary  catition^  as  there  caa 
be  no  doubt,  that  the  Sovereign  and  his  fervants 
will  ever,  in  th^  exercife  of  beneficence,  or  difpen- 
fation  of  juftice,  voluntarily  convert  that  ancient 
maxim  of  prerogative,  nullum  tenipus  occurrit  rc^t^ 
into  a  proteft\on  of  jhe  fubject.  1 

■ 

The  Bench  ordered  the  Treafurer  to  apprife  the 
L09I  Lieutenant's  Ss^cretary  of  their  intent  and  mo-  .^ 

tive.     That  gentleman's  letter  upon  the  occafion  is  '  *J 

only  memorable  for  one  miftatement,  a  material  one 
in  the  trial  of  a  title,  if  fuch  an  event  was  appre- 
hended, and  an  equal  deception  upon  the  Goyernr 
ment,  and  ancient  Society  of  King's  Inns.  The 
grant  is  ^aid  to  be  from  James  I.  in  fee,  as  a  perpe- 
tual refidence  for  the  Benchers  and  their  fuccejfors. 
Now  the  word  Bencher  does  not  occur  even  on  the 
books  of  the  3ociety  until  the  reign  of  Anne.  But 
this  fmgular  fallhocd  has  been  already  decyphered, 
and  is  only  infifted  upon  to  explain  the  fettled  fyf- 
tem  of  making  an  unprincipled  oligarchy^  defpoiic 
rulers^  and  official  plunderers^  whilft  the  legal  body  of 
Ireland  was  to  be  chained  to  the  new-modelled  BeucI)  » 
by  the  united  link  of  taxation  and fervjtude^ 

About  the  fame  time  a  letter  can>e  from  the  Lords 
of  the  Treafury,  to  lay  before  them  a  ftatement  of 
the  expenditure  of  the  former  fums  iffued  to  the 
Society  for  (lamps.  A  concife  anfwer  was  given, 
**  That  the  Treafurer  difpofed  of»  the  money  purfu- 
ant  to  Statute,  and  was  to  account  with  the  Soci- 
ety."    A  miftake  in  both  points — ^no  part  of  it  had 
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been  then  diipofed  of,  and  the  ref:0ipt  of  it  is  not 
yet  accounted  for  with  the  Society.  When  I  dif- 
cufs  fubfequent  matter,  hpwever  necdTary  it  may 
be  to  elucidate  the  movements,  and  render  authen- 
tic  this  Hiftory  of  the  King's  Inns,  the  reader  will 
;iot  expei^  a  minute  attention  to  dates,  which  {hall 
(I  truft)  be  compenfated  by  a  clofe  obfervancc  of 
ficcuracy  and  truth. 

The  Lord  Lieutenant's  Secretary  &ems  to  bp  go- 
verned by  the  Treafurer*^  letter,  and  anfwers  as  if 
the  fubjedt  related  to  the  Benchers  in  a  feparate  or 
corporate  capacity.  Thirty  additional  Treafuiy 
bills  were  purchafed  t^y  order  of*  the  Benph  from  the 
growing  accumulation  in  the  hands  of  the  Treafu- 
yer.  Th^fe  were  the  halcyon  days  of  the  Society  ; 
near  thirty  thoufand  pounds  capital,  in  despite  of 
an  ufelefs  annual  rent  of  1 1 6 A.  and  a  wafle  of  its 
perfonal  property  to  an  indifputabie  amount  of 
twelve  thoufand  founds.  Taxes  only  affefted  an. 
entry  into  cither  profeffion,  and  were  'paid  by  pa- 
rents, or  by  the  parties,  with  almoft  as  much  plea- 
fure  as  marriage  licences  are  purchafed  by  yctabM 
courtiers.  * 

•  *  1    ■ 

The  Bar  certainly  brolje  dbwfi  the  Charter  an^ 
|ts  accompanying  Statute,  but  extended  not  theif 
difcuflion  or  a^ve  interfiprence  to  any  interior  con*- 
cern,  whereby  new  rules  were  promulged  and  af- 
fented  to,  in  Ho  manner  varian^  from  the  old  ftock, 
except  in  legal  exerctfes  ;  for  expence,  delay,  and  in- 
terference equally  diftinguii}ied  the  exifUpg  code. 

'■    Prood 
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Proud  in  an  encreafing  income,  the  Society  then 
refembled  this  kingdom  as  it  flood  in  1753 — ^^  ^^ 
dffpofed  furplus  in  their  E^cbecjuer^  with  no  exi/iing 
funded  or  unfunded  debt.  Similar  policy  feemed  alfo 
neceffary  to  complete  the  comparifon,  which  has 
been  already  eflfeftuated  by  unnecejfary  grants  and  ///• 
conftdered  expenditure^ 

The  jeader  need  not,  however,  fear  that  the  nar 
tion,  or  Society  of  King's  Inns,  will,  for  a  long 
period,  1  be  able  to  exhibit  a  fimilar  account :  fea- 
fons  of  profperity  and  danger  give  equal  diftinftion 
fo  public  ftations.  ^s  the  Benchers  feem  to  have 
pafled  the  former  line,  they  ftould  exercife  patience, 
integrity,  smd  unbending  firmnefe,  in  couuterafting 
the  prefeiu  depreflion,  and  difpenfing  to  the  pro- 
feffion  the  intended  benefits  of  Royal  bounty,  an^ 
parliamentary  wifdom. 

Allured  by  the  found  of  reviving  confequence 
and  furrounding  affluence,  the  father  of  the  Bench 
breaks  through  the  fcreen  of  retirement,  and  writes 
to  the  Treafurer  to  know  whether  he  was  a  Mem- 
ber or  Bencher,  flating,  that  a  letter,  mentioning 
that  he  had  been  elefted,  was  wrote  to  him  about 
thirty  years  before,  by  the  Steward  of  the  King's 
Inns.  There  was  no  miftake  in  the  preceding  flate- 
ment,  but  what  the  reader  will  naturally  excufe  in 
^  man  confiderably  advanced  in  life  \  he  was  in  fadt 
fortj  years^  and  not  thirty^  a  Bencher  of  the  King's 
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Inns,  ^d  marked  as  fuch  on  the  Roll,  and  in  Wat- 
fon's  Almanack. 

The  Trfafurer  laid  the  letter  before  the  Bench, 
and  withal  informed  them,  that  fearch  had  beea 
made  into  the  books,  and  no  entry  found  of  his 
Lordfliip's  admiflion,  though  the  books  ftatc  the 
reverfe,  and  even  the  Charter  recognifes  him  as  a 
Bencher.  I'he  hiftorian  of  cotemporary  fads  is  oc- 
cafionally  fliook  from  proper  vigour  by  the  pardalU 
ties  of  acquaintance.  In  this  inflance  I  cannot  ac- 
-quit  the  Bench  from  an  intended,  fraud,  but  by  aa 
iinputapon  of  fixed  ignorance,  or  inadvertent  mif^ 
take.  Lord  Clanbraflil  was  eleded  in  |he  year 
1757,  under  the  title  of  Lord  Linierick.  It  was  the 
cuftom  to  eleft  leading  officers  in  every  G^urt 
Benchers,  and  was  not  difcontinued  in  this  cafe. 
But  an  acknowledgment  of  error  often  hurts  official 
pride,  and  may  lead  to  further  enquiry.  That  in- 
hovatioji  by  which  the  number  of  Benchers  was  li- 
mited to  4^,  would  thus  appear  irregular,  as  Lords 
Briflol  and  Howth  flood  in  a  fimilar  fuuation,  of 
>vhom  no  notice  was  taken  in  the  preceding  mode  of 
elcciion,  nor  even  in  the  Charter. 

The  reader  mu(l  determine  which  i^ieafure  led  to 

■  •  t 

the  preceding  unwarranted  anfwer.  The  Treafurer 
y  as  Squire  to  Lord  Clanbraffil  on  that  nobleman's 
iiiflallation  as  a  Knight  of  St.  Patrick,  but  feems  to 
have  forgot  the  fixed  duty  of  chivalrous  ftation  in 
not  recognifing,  with  precifion,  the  feveral  titles  of 
his  principal.  *  This  year  is  remarked  by  a  new  ac- 
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cideat  which  if^terrupted  Commons*  The  Hall  in 
Towafead-ftreet  became  overflown  with  water,  and 
was  utterly  unfit  for  the  accommodation  of  Men^- 
hers.  Students  were  to  pay  one  guinea  each  Terc;i 
as  a  compolition,  until  Commons  were  re-aflumed. 
There  was  no  neceflity  for  this  paltry  tax,  nor  di4 
becoming  fairnefs  mark  the  payment ;  attendance 
would  not  be  more  expenfive.  However,  the  young 
gentlemen  were  relieved  from  a  perfonal  muller,  tq 
grayely  infifted  upcui  by  the  rule  of  }y82,  , 

Early  in  1798,  fome  Barrifters  memorialled  to 
have  their  depofit  for  Chambers  refunded,  as  they 
underftood  the  building  of  Inn^f  of  Court  was  aban- 
doned or  fufpended  for  an  indefinite  time.  It  feem^ 
the  Bench  did  not  at  that  time  conceive  a  rule  fimi- 
lar  -to  what  a  |ater  moment  di^enfed  to  an  afili^ed 
widow ;  that  the  rule  of  payment  was  abfblute,  an4 
the  fubfequent  allowance  of  the  principal  an  encou- 
^-agement  to  taking  or  building  Chambers.  My 
motive  for  exhibiting  a  contraft  of  decifion  within  a 
ihort  period,  is  to  roufe  the  Bench  to  an  entire  re- 
viiion  of  the  fyftem  introduced  within  feventeen 
years.  Let  wifdom  uphold  what  is  warranted  by 
integrity,  and  correfpondent  to  the  legal  fyftem  or 
conftitutional  connexion  of  both  kingdoms,  whilfl: 
it  covers  with  becoming  oblivion  cotemporary  no- 
velties of  intereft  or  ambition, 

The  preceding  remonftrance  difpenfed  to  legal 
rulers  a  fimilar  principle  to  what  political  oppofitioc^ 
frequently  infufes  into  Governipent :  it  roufed  then^ 

fron^ 
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from  torpid  inaftivity,  and  enforced  an  order  of  the 
day.  It  was  then  refolvecf,  **  That  the  Bench  woul(| 
immediately  endeavour  to  obtain  an  Aft' of  Pu^Ifet- 
ment,  empowering  the  proper  parties  to  demife  the 
prefent  fite,  now  in  the  poffeflion  of  the  Society,  for 
ever,  and  that  the  fame  being  obtained,  the  Sodety 
will  proceed  to  build  upon  the  fame  ground." 

« 

This  rule  gave  to  the  Irifli  Statute  Book  the  molt 

original  compofition  which  marks  that  fingular  comr 

pilation.     The  only  confolation  which  a  writer  feels 

Tor  the  fatigue  and  dullnefs  of  a  lengthened  review, 

IS  the  interfperfion  of  decifions  refponfive  to  patriot- 

ifm,  and  direfted  to  animate  the  literary  exertions 

of  a  rifing  nation.     The  Bench  generoufly  voted  a 

large  fubfcription  to  the  widow  of  a  deceafed  Bar- 

rifter,  for  an  ufeful  fraSical  book.     It  may  aid  the  de^ 

feSfs  of  memory^  but  could  not  give  to  men  of  fcience 

added  information.     However,  laudable  indu/hry  and 

extenfive  talent  were  thereby  exhibited,  with  which, 

in  my  humble  opinion,  amiablenefs  of  manners  and 

integrity  of  charafter  marked  its  refpefted  author. 

On  the  fame  aufpicious  day  it  w^  ordered,  **  That 

a  fum  of  5000L  that  is  to  fay,  2000I.  in  ca(h,  and 

30  Treafury  bills,  of  lool.  each,  be  paid  by  the 

Treafurer  to  the  Teller  of  the  Exchequer,  as  the 

voluntary  contribution  of  this  Society,  to  the  dc» 

fence  of  the  country  at  this  important  crifis. 

Though  the  preceding  vote  paffed  the  Bench  with 
apparent  unanimity,  fome  of  that  body  gave  it  in- 
ternal oppbfition,  and  have  repeatedly  lamented  to 
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jcae  this  mfdireSlon  of  money  from  its  original  objeO:. 
As  perfoRalrefpeft  or  private  friendfhip  has  pot /thank 
}Ieaven  ?)  hitherto  warped  my  public  opinion,  the 
reader  fliall  know  mine  without  attempting  to  feduce 
him  into  a  fimilitude  of  fentiment.  I  admit  that 
the  jpfl:  jealoufy  which  animated  our  anceftors 
againfl  the  projeded  and  practical  defpotifm  of  the 
Stuarts  would  feel  alarm  at  the  fupport  of  the 
lexecutive  power,  without  the  confent  of  Parliament. 
£xcluiive  of  the  altered  manners  which  at  each  pe« 
riod  guided  or  goverqed  Prince  apd  People,  this  vo- 
luntary contribution  was  fubjeft  to  fenatorial  con- 
trol ;  the  meafure  can  theriefpre  be  juftified  by  the 
conftitutional  right  yvhich  Britifli  fubjefts  fhould  feel 
pf  difpenfing  property  againil  fpceiga'or  domeftig 
fo^  with  legal  pleafur^f 

Thie  juft  jealoufy  of  patriotifm  need  not  appre* 
hend  that  fuch  excefs  will  ever  lead  a  defigning  Mi- 
liifter  or  mifguided  Monarch  to  aflume  independent 
power;  courtly  minions  may  ftrengthen  tyrannic 
fchemes,  or  promote  perfonal  intereft  at  the  expence 
of  the  pi^blic  purfe ;  but  a  brave,  a  ff ee,  and  en- 
lightened people,  will  npt  exhauft  the  exuberance 
of  hereditary  income,  or  laborious  induflry  in  up- 
holding the  traitorous  traffic ;  befides,  nothing  can 
ibew  jmore  ftrongly  to  fqrrounding  nations  internal 
concord,  or  acquiefcence  under  neeefiary  taxes,  than 
fuch  an  occajional  burji.  Under  thefe  impreffions, 
let  me  only  add^  that  if  every  fliilling  voted  by  the 
$pciety  for  the  laft  ten  years  extended  to  fuch  a  na<» 
'  tional 
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tional  purpofe,   the  expenditure  fhould  meet  mj' 
liumb/e  efprobaiion  and  warvteftjupfort. 

There  was  a  tolerable  attendance  at  Commons, 
pveu  under  the  preceding  difcouragemcnt,  but  aged 
Practicers  gave  it  no  countenance ;  nor  was  its  con- 
venience felt  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  provoke  from 
any  part  of  the  profeffion  a  folicitation  for  its  rc- 
eftabliibment.  .As  a  furrender  of  the  premifes  in 
Townfend-ftreet  had  been  given,  a  homeftall  was 
neceflary  for  the  books  and  furniture.  The  Bench 
therefore  ordered,  **  That  a  temporary  building  be 
erefled  on  the  prefent  fite,  for  the  accommodatioa 
of  the  Society.''  Whatever  faults  may  be  juftly 
found  with  the  Treafurer's  former  plan,  this  erec- 
tion unites  fo  much  convenience  with  oeconomy,  as 
.to  prove  (if  it  needed  any)  that  corruption  and  dit 
honefty  prevented  the  revived  eftablifhment  from 
being  fixed  on  the  ancient  eftate  of  the  Sodety,  and 
that  eight  or  ten  thoufand  pounds  would  execute  it; 
on  a  proper  fcale. 

The  daily  view  of  this  temporary  Hall,  whilft  it 
gave  to  the  man  of  honor,  who  felt  for  hU  country  or 
profejfton^  blended  fentiments  of  furprife  and  indig- 
nation,  alfo  infufed  a  general  defire  to  expend  sui 
heavy  fyftem  of  taxation,  and  an  extorted  depofit 
on  fuitable  and  lading  improvements.  |n  Michaels 
mas  Term  the  names  of  |ive  Members  were  ftruck 
off  the  Society's  Rolls  in  the  following  words: 
**  They  ana  each  of  them  being  of  a  feditious  and 
traitorous  fociety  of  men,  ftyling  theoifelvcs  United 

Iriihmcn^ 
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Irimnieii;  and  having  confefled  thertifelves  guilty  o^ 
high  treafon."  No  perfon  can  be  furprifed  at  the 
expuifion  of  feltattaihted  traitors.  It  is,  however^ 
the  duty  of  a  loyal  fubjeft'  to  prevent  their  mode  of 
Sentence  from  giving  a  wound  by  a  King's*  Inns  pre<^ 
cedent,  to  Conftitutional  freedom.  From  the  laxity 
of  the  preceding  .\«rords,  poftenty  may  doiibt  whe- 
ther the  expuifion  was  not  founded  oil  a  proof,  or 
even  fdfpicidh,  of  feditio»s  praftices;  by  wMcH 
principle,  in  turbulent  times,  the  minions  of  def*^ 
potifm  or  anarchy  may  overwhelm  thofe  moderate 
and  unafTuming  fellowifubjefts,  who,  with  well- 
balanced  integrity,  pfeferve,  the  equilibrium  of  d 
mixed  government. 

»  •  »  ,      ' 

A  Member  of  the  legal  body  may  be  thereby  fub-i 

jeft  to  amotion  for  political  conneirions  or  writings^ 
not  only  innocent  In  themfelves,  but  which  may  re- 
fult'  from  dignified  difmtereftednefs,*  and  enlightened' 
patriotifm.  If  innovation^  fuited  to  the  vicious  mo- 
ment, or  the  preceding  praAice,  degraded  Englifh 
Inns  of  Court,  the  champions  of  King  William 
would  be  thus  treated  for  refifting  the  tyranny  of 
Charles^  or  ridiculing  iiit  fuperjlition  of  James.  Were 
this  a  doubtful  conje^ltirc,  the  mandate  which  ejeft- 
cd  Lock€  from  Oxford  forms  a  decifive  proof.  The 
expelled  Members  made  a  confeffion  of  treafon,  ori 
condition  of  banifliment  and  pardon.  To  expunge 
fuch  names  from  a  legal  lift  was  the  natural  confe- 
quence.  Craft,  however,  feized  on  that  aft  as  a 
fit  moment  to  fanclify  with  an  holy  mantle  extenfive 
and  ufurped  authority.     Ackno^'ledged  traitors  lay 

at 
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^t  their  feet ;  to  make  their  pmufliiheiit  an  inftfu-' 
ment    of  dominion    over    independent    lojaMs 
W2S  the  concealed  defign ;    otherwife  an  unproved 
eharge  of  fedidon  would  not  be  added,  by  legal  fwr<- 
flufaff^  to  the  acknowledged  guilt  of  treaibn. 

though  I  iuicerely  hope  and.  confidently  andci- 
^te  that  King's  Inns  Rolls  will  be,  for  fucceeding 
centuries,  as  free  from  fimilar  ftains  as  they  were 
from  the  revival  in  1 607,  to  the  deceafe  of  Lord 
Lifford ;  yet  the  chief  end  of  this  publication  is  to 
Toufe  Irifh  Pradicers  to  a  fenfe  of  perfonal  dignity, 
and  the  lifting  benefit  of  pofterity.  Unaided  by 
that  great  prop,  the  voice  of  an  individual  will  have 
as  little  e£fe&  as  a  whifper  in  the  midft  of  an  hurri- 
cane. Flattery  does  Hot  impute  to  (hem  feelings  of 
uncommon  honor  or  extravagant  integrity,  but  le- 
gal liberty  is  the^  fubjed's  nobleft  inheritance,  aad 
ought  to  be  fupported  by  civil  wifdom,  and,  if  ne« 
ceflary,  by  warlike  courage.  In  that  refpeft  our 
profeflion  is  bound  to  take  a  lead,  and  manifeft  a 
due  refped  for  national  freedom,  by  upholding  inte- 
rior independence. 

Preceding  pages  have  fatisfied  the  reader  with 
what  caution  power  is  to  be  intriifted  to  early  ac- 
quaintance or  intimate  friends.  In  an  ordinary  cor- 
poration mifmanagement  gave  hereditary  influence^ 
and  led  to  parliamentary  fituation.  Such  can,  how- 
ever, never  exift  in  the  leg^  body  ;  the  m'oft  crafty 
tyrant  whom  King's  Inns  annals  exhibit,  well  knev 
the  uncertainty  of  official  influence,  and  that  no  ac- 
cident 
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ddent  coula  transfer  it  as  a  family  inheritance  j  the 
proper  legal  path  is  ther/jfore  fafe,  eafy,  «ind  honor- 
able. Difinterefted  conduft,  even  when  de- 
feated, fecures  perfonal  refped ;  and  when  fuccefs-i 
ful,  obtains  unpurchafed  influence. 

The  fucceeding  year  appears  nearly  a  blank  in  the 
legal  and  national  hiflory,  but  was  followed  by  at  * 
featon  peculiarly  memorable  for  an  enadmeni  of  the 
Uniofiy  and  the  foundation  of  the  King^s  Inns  Hall  and 
Library.  On  the  23d  January,, a  Committee  of  fix 
W2»  appointed  for  that  im(3ortant  purpofe.  The 
Treafurer  was  ordered  to  write  to  two  refpeftable 
architects,  who  were  faid  to  have  made  defigas  for 
faid  buildings,  to  fend  them  to  his  office*  A  third 
alfo  fent  in  defigns.  After  fo  many  miftakes  and 
mifmanagements,  which  a  painful,  but  becoming 
reverence  for  truth,  has  obliged  me  to  decypher, 
the  reader  will  anticipate  with  what  cautious  inte* 
grity  an  irrevocable  meafure  ought  to  be  planned, 
forwarded,  and  executed. 

The  firll  obvious  flep  would  be  to  encourage  a 
rivalfliip  between  architefts,  by  adverufing  for  de- 
figns  fuitable  to  the  finances  of  the  Society,  and  the 
fituation  of  the  ground ;  next,  to  have  the  refpec- 
tive  merits  afcertaincd  in  the  mod  unfufpicioos  man- 
ner. Nor  could  it  be  ill-fuited  to  the  acknowledged 
gravity  and  prefumed  integrity  of  the  Bench,  if 
fuch  models  were  for  fome  time,  previous-  to  final 
approbation,  publicly  hung  up  for  the  infpeftion  of 
all  legal  Praclicers.     There  may  be,    by  ufage,  ?i 

»  monopoly 
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monopoly  of  interio!'  management,  but  it  iiiuft  e:r- 
ceed  the  orcCnary  Currency  even  tsf  legal  fi&ion  to 
fuppolb  a  felf-chofen  body  poffeffed  of  the  Bke  title 
to  tafte,  genius,  and  learning ;  but  in  the  prece^g 
Inftances,  the  whole  legal  body  and  architeds  were 
treated  with  equal  negleft.  The  former  were  left 
totally  in  the  dark,  and  the  latter  entirely  ignorant 
of  the  circumftances  attending  the  apparent  fite,  the 
eiifting  funds,  or  growing  refourCes  of  the  Society. 

However,  under  the  preceding  want  of  cotreft 
atrangement,   a  report  from  the  Committee  ufas 
made  to  the  Bench  upon  the  1 3th  of  June,  in  the 
following  Terms :    "  That  they  had  examined  cer- 
tadn  plans  and  elevations  laid  before  them  by  James 
Gandon,  architect ;  that  they  approved  of  the  fame, 
and  recommended  that  the  faid  buildings  fhould  be 
carried  Into  execution  with  all  convenient  Ipeed,'* 
Which  report  was  then  confirmed  and  agreed  to. 
As  no  premium  was  given  to  difappointed  candi* 
dates,  nor  their  defigns  even  reviewed,  the  reader 
will  naturally   conceive  that  the  approbation  was 
preconcerted,  and  the  Society  of  Benchers  gravely 
affembled  tb  fanftify  fuch  refolution.     The  report  of 
the  Committee  concltifively  afcertains  that  important 
faft  ;  nor  was  the  prcfent  refpeflable  architeft  fully 
informed  on  the  preceding  indifpetifible  fubjeSs, 
whereby  a  princely  ftrufture  has  been  planned,  dif- 
proportioned  to  neceffary  uie,  and  fuperior  to  any 
expenditure  which  the  income  of  the  Society  could 
fuggeft  or  warrant.     Whether  that  concealment  was 
premeditated  or  accidental^  the  error  way  extremely 

natural. 
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fiatiiral.  An  univetfal  opmidh  prevailed,  thaf 
tvhere  fo  much  money  was  vifibly  mifapplicd,  the 
income  muIt  be  great,  and  capable  of  immediate  ia<- 
creafe. 

Many  perfons  of  high  political  rank  and  general  im^ 
forniation  frequently  apply  to  me  for  an  explanation 
of  Its  rife,  prbgrefs,  and  prefent  pofition ;  I  could 
therefore  offer  to  the  public  an  ample  and  original 
excufe  for  this  publication,  in  a  defire  thus  to  releafe 
myfelf  from  fuhher  fdlicitation  upon  that  head.  The 
reader  already  knows  that  the  front  of  the  Primate's 
garden,  which  extends  to  Glaflmainoge  road,  is  not 
entirely  in  the  Society's  poffeffion  j  fome  part  of  \i 
is  even  held  by  a  tenure,  with  a  covenant  for  re- 
newal, and  which  the  Aft  of  t^arliament  renders  ra- 
ther more  firm,  as  there  is  no  fUrther  apparent  ne- 
ceffity  for  the  immediate  tenants  obtaining  new  leafes 
from  the  Dean  and  Chapter; 

The  complete  weftern  front,  whidi  bounds  the 
mod  northerly  houfe,  may  be  opened  whenever  it 
is  thought  iieceffary  to  give  an  approach  to  the  new 
Hall,  in  which  it  is  intended  to  keep  Commons 
during  the  enfuing  Michaelmas  Term;  The  lower 
part  of  the  fame  front,  adjoining  the  Linen-hall,  is 
alfo  in  the  immediate  poffeflion  of  the  Society,  and 
may  be  opened  in  a  fimilar  manner.  The  interme- 
diate part  lias  two  divifions ;  one  held  by  the  pre- 
ceding perpetual  tenure-*the  other  at  the  will  of  the 
Society:  the  portion  in  their  power  is  thus  ren- 
dered ufelefs  for  the  intended  original  purpofe.     It 

M  m  is 
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is  nmch  cafisr  to  defcribe  the  weftern  front  of  Lord 
Mountjoy*s  ground,  as  no  part  of  if  belongs  to  the 
Society.  The  time  to  acquire  either  portion  on  a 
reafonable  valuationj  was  from  1794  to  1798,  and 
not  at  the  prefcnt  moment',  iJ^hen  imperious  neceflity 
feems  to  dematid  it  for  a  rernoVa:!  of  that  deforriiity 
which  muft  ever  attend  the  preferit  Hall  and  Library, 
whilft  fuch  buildings  are  confined  iti  front,  to  the 
ground  now  belonging  to  the  Society/ 

The  Treafurer  was  adverfe  to  tTie  appointment  of 
Mr.  Gandon,  and  needed  no  inftruftion  from  the 
keeneft  ftatefman  how  to  render  enquiries  from  fuch 
a  man,  fo  far  troublefome,  as  to  make  the  informa- 
tion incomplete/  The  fitnation  of  the  weftern  fide 
was  entirely  unknown  to  the  architeft,  who  coff- 
ceived  it  to  belong  to  the  Society,  or  to  beredadble 
to  immediate  poffeflion  by  the  nature  of  its  tenancy. 
Under  this  impreflion  the  front  has  been  moved 
fo  far  to  the  weftward,  as  to  approach  within  a  few 
yards  of  cow-houfes-,  a'  Racket  Court,  and  a  few 
obfcure  tenements,  inhabited  by  the  pooreft  clafs  of 
f>eople. 

Let  not  the  reader  precipitately  hojie  tfiat  thef 
Ivill,  upon  that  account,  be^  purchafed  with  the 
greater  eafe ; — the  wealthy  owners  permit  fuch  i 
tenantry  to  occupy  thefe  mean  manfJons,  that  they 
may  be  ever  ready  to  meet*  the  Society's  offer,  and 
difpofe  thereof  upon  extravagant  terms.  ITiis  has 
been  already  fo  fully  felt,  that  the  Bench  have  re- 
folve4  to  fufpend  any  intention  of  fiich  purchafe  uff- 

til 


king's  iNiii.  ^it 

til  the  three  remaining  fides  of  the  fqiiar'e  are  built 
tipon,  and  completely  finiflied.  Under  the  prefent 
tefources,  and  that  extenfive  projefl:  already  pro- 
pofed,  the  preceding  order  nearly  amounts  to  a  le- 
gal adjourn  men ty/;j^  die.  If  the  acquired  fituatioa 
needs  any  added  circumfttlice  to  mark  its  inconve- 
liient  avenues,  I  unh^fitatingly  decjare  that  the 
weftern  front  will  receive,  no  material  benefit  from 
a  completion  of  this  plan*  It  is  a  part  of  my  pre- 
fcribed  duty  to  unite,  with  accuracy  of  faft,  well- 
founded  comments  of  explanation  or  excufe,  and 
with  equal  firmnefs  to  meafure  criticifm  or  cdnfure 
tvhere  truth  or  honor  provoke  the  remark. 

In  this  entire  bufinefs  Mr.  Gandon^s  conduA  li 
tiot  merely  faultlefs,  but  ihtituled  to  approbation* 
The  Bench  already  knew  that  he  could  frame  a  de- 
fign  'upon  a  confined  and  convenient  fyftem,  as  hd 
has  in  the  prefent  inAance  upon  a  great  and  magni- 
ficent fcale^  A  plan  for  an  Hall  and  Library,  with 
correfpondent  offices,  i'emains  among  their  archives, 
and  equally  exhibits  his  attention  to  proper  orders^ 
and  to  meet  the  known  refources  of  the  Society, 
That  gentleman  has  alfo  fuxnifhed  different  fchemes 
fuited  to  the  exifting  ftate  of  their  ground.  One 
can  be  circumfcribed  in  fuch  a  nianner,  as  to  ex- 
clude the  entire  Weftern  front,  except  in  a  neceffary 
open  which  is  fottunately  within  the  Society's  pow- 
er ;  the  other  forms  a  fquare,  one  fide  of  which 
will  have  for  its  boundary  Glaffmainoge  road ;  withia 
cither  defign  houfes  of  a  fmaller  or  larger  dimenfion 
can  be  uniformly  built. 

M  m2  An 
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An  oblong  inclofure,  kicluding  the  wcftern  fronf^ 
may  be  built  round  tfce  New  King's  InnSj  tvhich  will 
confain  tw'ehty-two  houfes,  and  form  an  elegant  in- 
terior of  497  ^^^  ^y  224 ;  each  houfe  rtiay  ht  fifty- 
three  feet  eight  inches  in  front,  by  thirty-feven  feet 
fix  inches,  and  from  three  tcf  four  ftories  high,  with 
Hpaftments  tinder  ground.  This  plan  gives  fix  rooms 
on  each  floor ;  the  landing  leads  to  a  fmall  lobby,  a 
door  from  which  enclofes  three  aparttnents.  The 
above  houfes  wilt  have  rears.  But  if  the  adopted 
•  plan  be  to  build  Chamber^  without  fiich  conve-: 
niences,  nine  additional  houfes'  may  be  erefted  on 
the  fouth  and  north  fides.  Should  Glaifmainoge 
toad  be  entirely  excluded  from  the  intended  inte- 
rior, an  iron  railing  is  to  form  ihe  weflem  bomh^ 
dary/ 

A  pfan  of  one  hoiife  6as  been  given  in,  atid  h 
eftimated  to  be  built  for  j!ve  ihoiifand  five  hundred 
pounds ;  thus,  one  hundred  and  twenty  one  ihoufanJ 
/founds  t^oQld  be  requifite  to  build  the  fquare. 

'  Let  ftie  now  (late  the  probable  convenience  re- 
fulting  from  this  proud  improvement.  Allowing  a 
floor  to  two  legal  t^rafticers^  whether  Working  in 
feparate  (ituations^  or  by  couples;  one  hundred  and 
feveiity-fix  perfons  Would  meet  acconimodation.  A 
building  intereft  of  eight  per  centum  for  the  money 
expended  is  not  held  unreafonable ;  each  houfe 
would,  under  a  continual  tenancy,  pay  an  annual 
rent  of  four  hundred  and  forty  pounds,  and  leave 
each  floor  at  an  average  of  one  hundred  and  ten 
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pounds,  to  which  one  or  two  perfons  {as  the  c^^f^ 
p3ay  be)  would  be  fubje£l^ 

Now  let  the  reader  meafure  by  the  price  pf  lodg^, 
ings  through  this  town,  the  eagernefs  with  which 
a  young  Barrifter  or  Attorney  would  take  two  un- 
fumifhed  reception  rooms  and  a  bed-room  at  nearly, 
fifty  guineas  a  year.  The  under  ground  apartments 
would  form  a  fcanty  partition  for  four  or  eight  fer- 
vants.  If  the  preceding  fituation  does  not  deter 
married  perfons,  they  muft  at  leafi  be  allowed  a 
larger  fuit  of  apartments.  But  i^milies  may  ob- 
tain  an  hou(e  in  the  town  for  lefs  than  two  floors^ 
or  tAvo  hundred  and  twenty  poinds  a  yQ^r^  ftamifl^ed^ 
its  taxes  paid^  and  without  a  fine.  Poffibly  the  old 
Treafurer*s  well-known  artillery  and  explpfive  ma- 
nufadure  could  not  diflipate  the  ellablifhment  witl^ 
pore  certainty  than  the  precedi^^  concife  det^ilf 

Let  fancy,  however,  take  its  wild<;!l  fllngp  aid 
fuppofe,  by  the  adoption  of  a  moft  extravagant  le- 
gal fiflion,  ^he  fquare  completed^  and  its  apartments 
equally  divided  between  grateful  hui]:)ands  ahd  lively 
bachelors.  The  regular  fite  and  cdablifhment  cf 
*  each  clafs  may  frequently  interrupt  focial  harmony 
or  domeftic  eafe  j  the  fquare  would  become  a  per- 
fect barrack,  without  the  efficacy  of  military  autho- 
rity to  fupefintend  or  control  it.  This  intended  go- 
vernment  gaye  rife  to^  the  Charter,  by  which  rcli- 
dent  Benchers,  in  legal  retirement,  may  enjoy  that 
defpotifm  (within  the  precinft)  fo  palatable  to  molt 
men,   but  of  which  ihs  Law  I9  cruelly  deprives 
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them.  If  the  ground  be  advertife4  for  common 
builders,  the  rate  muft  be  fo  moderate  as  to  allow 
reafonable  profit,  and  yet  induce  fuch  fpeculators*  to 
fubmit  to  covenants  prefervative  of  uniformity,  and 
to  fecure  the  houfes  to  profeffional  men. 

The  ufual  collegiate  care  of  the  buildings  muft  be 
taken  into  confideration.  Jfter  all  this  exhavjl  of 
time  and  eKpence^  it  muft  be  admitted  that  an  Hall, 
Chapel,  and  Library,  are  alone  proper  or  neceflfary  ; 
kt  the  ground  be  therefore  difpofed  of  in  buildings 
of  fome  fort  at  the  leaft  poflible  lofs,  referring  but 
a  fufficient  fite  foi  a  King's  Inns  Chapel,  in  which  a 
clergyman  of  the  eftabliflied  Church  may  officiate 
for  the  Society,  as  its  Chaplain  or  Preacher.  Were 
the  idea  new,  it  merits  countenance  ;  but  fuch  ap- 
pointment exifted  in  the  reign  of  James  I.  ;  evea 
Cromwell's  government  revived  it,  notwithflanding 
the  variety  of  fefts  which  at  that  time  ftruggled  fof 
civil  and  fpiritual  dominioUt 

This  ufeful  and  honorable  meafure,  equally  due  * 
to  Religion  and  Law,  ought  to  be  untarniflied  by  a 
fpirit  of  jobbing.  When  the  reader  confiders  what 
honor  the  legal  body  in  England  has  derived  from 
the  lettered  charafter  of  their  Chaplains  or  Preach- 
ers, and  how  ftrongly  the  felc&on  of  UJhcr  difplays  a 
fimilat:  zele  in  the  revivers  of  the  Kin^s  Inni^  he 
muft  join  with  me  in  an  humble  hope,  that  becom- 
ing caution  may  mark  the  eleftion,  and  thereby 
/lamp  the  ftation  as  an  unerring  reward  to  diftin^ 
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g^ifhed  clerical  talent^   find  a  cei:tain  paflport  19 
higher  promotion.   < 

I  fear  ^hat  the  reader  may  feel  uneafy  skt  ^he  in* 
tended  expenditure,  if  an  hard  bargain  wa&  not  at 
Jeaft  moulded  mto  a  good  title.  An  Aft  of  Parlia- 
ment was  folicited  on  behalf  of  the  Society,  an^. 
obtained  hy  an  added  annyal  xcnt  of  fifty  pounds, 
and  at  an  expence  of  Jix  hundred  pounds.  Every 
movement  of  the  if^ing'^  Inns,  for  the  laft  fifteen 
years,  is"^  pregnant  with  pleafantry  pr  wiidon) ;  if 
leading  principles  of  Law  are  not  thereby  illuftrated, 
petty  points  of  praftice  are  conftantly  inculcated ; 
even  the  claufes  of  this  Statut^  Q;ctend  beyond  their 
profeffed  objeft,  J^oderij  Benchers  recognife  th^ 
ancient  Profeflbr^  of  JLaw  as  the  kAowQ  (is^nie  under 
which  the  Tudors  and  the  Stuartg  mjide  their  feveral 
grants ;  theft  ftate  all  the  ancient  fite  to  be  difpofed, 
y(not  faying  it  was  by  themfelves  or  their  predeceflbrs) 
and  that  it  will  be  equally  convenient  (which  no  man 
fran  believe)  to  eredt  buildings  on  this  devoted  foil. 

The  Dean  and  Chapter  recwved  £)r  the  Pri-« 
mate's  garden  and  Lord  Mountj6y's  ground  al?out 
twenty-feven  pounds  annual  rent,  with'  a  leafe  of 
about  36  cr  37  years  againft  them  :  for  confenting 
to  convert  fuch  a  reverfion  into  a  perpetuity, .  no  lefs 
than  20 ^\^ yearly  is  to  be  paid  by  the  Society,  The 
Dominicans  in  ancient  time  would  not  be  fo  impru* 
dent  as  their  legal  fucceflbrs.  It  is  true,  the  Soci- 
ety's intermediate  landlords  make  an  abatement ; 
the  two  for  the  Primate's  garden,  20I.  ^ach;    one 
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from  a  refervcd  annual  rent  of  400I. ;  Ac  other 
fr«m  220]. ;  Lord  Moumjoy  about  Sol.  from  about 
five  hundred  pounds  yearly.  Thefe  fuccefsful  adven- 
turers were  extremely  right  to  convert  the  King's 
Inns  rent  into  a  perpetuity  j  for  inflance,  if  Lord 
Mountjoy's  immediate' landlord  declined  to  rencir, 
or  if  the  Dean  and  Chapter  raifed  the  renewal  in  a 
proportion  to  the  known  rent  paid  for  the  premifcs 
PY  its  ocaipyer^  the  King's  Inns  Society,  it  might  not 
be  worth  his  attention  to  fwallow  a  tricing  profit  in 
^at  exorbitant  charge. 

Lord  Mounrjoy's  infereft  would  thus  lapfe,  and  rc- 
leafe  his  tenant  from  an  annual  lofs  of  four  hundred 
and  fifty  pounds.  The  reader  can  amufe  himfelf  witha 
fimilar  calculation  for  the  Primate's  garden,  and 
charge  the  united  mifchief  to  the  account  of  the  an- 
cient Society  of  King^s  hins.  The  concludipg  {c(Aon 
gives  to  the  Society  the  privilege  of  managing  the 
fubfcqucnt  buildi?igSy  and  all  dealings  relative  thereto^ 
i?y  the  le\^al  na?ue  of  Society  of  King^s  Jnns^ 

This  removes  all  doubt  (if  there  was  any)  as  to 
the  corporate  pofition  fo  often  pretended  to,  and 
craftily  afTuined.  It  is  furprifing  that  an  awkward* 
nefs  did  not  ilrike  fome  perfons  at  enrolling  the 
mode  cf  leafe.  To  the  Treafurer  of  a  voluntary 
aflbciation  in  truft  for  the  fame,  if  it  was  not  legal, 
the  reader  may  conceive  it  the  effeft  of  fi'mplicity  or 
,  perforial  honor.  When  fryars,  the  old  proprietors, 
evaded  the  Law,  they  were  refilled  by  Statute ;  Bar-r 
rillers,  therr  fucceifors,  folicit,  a  funilar  authority  to 
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fanftify  errors,  and  perpetuate  the  evil  effefts.  At 
the  moment  of  pafling  this  Aft  of  Parliament, 
jwenty  thoufand  pounds  was  loft  by  the  bargain, 
and  an  encouragement  given  thereby  of  doubling 
the  injury,  by  ill-confidered  or  expenfive  ereftions. 

V 

The  Dean  and  Chapter  were  perfedly .  right  in 
meafuring  the  value  of  their  ground  by  the  rent  of 
an  occupying  tenant ;  nor  could  fo  great  t  facrifice 
of  felf-love  be  hoped,  as  that  the  parties  concerned 
in  taking  the  leafe  fllould  inform  their  landlords  of 
the  grofs  and  fingular  overcharge  in  the  rent,  and 
that  the  premifes  were  not  truly  worth  two  hundred' 
pounds  a  year,  ,or  under  the  beft  poffible  improve*^ 
ments,  above  400I.  The  Members  of  King's  Inns 
at  large  feem,  during  the  eritire  tranfa^on,  to  be 
held  in  a  ftate  of  vaffalage  or  minority,  and  in  that 
refpeft  to  refemble  haplcfs  wards  under  feudal  tyran- 
ny, or  during  the  old  foftmolent  quiefcence  of  our 
Irifh  Chancery}  but  the  benefit  refulting  from  a 
voluntary  affociation  can  be  refigned  with  indifference 
or  contempt^  whilft  the  plunder  of  real  or  perfon* 
al  property  enfures  diftrefs  through  life. 

The  period  now  approached  when  the  Ipgiflation 
of  this  country  was  rendered  one  and  the  fame  with 
that  of  Great  Britain.  Irifh  flatefmen  expected 
tranfplantation,  and  modeftly  hoped  to  extend  their 
politic  protection  and  habitual  counfels  to  Great 
Britain.  In  this  ardent  ambition  they  had  obftacles 
to  encounter,  which  nothing  but  the  illufions  of 
felf-love,  feconded*  by  official  prefumption,   could 
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enable  them  to  overlook.  The  pride  of  the  higher^ 
and  prejudices  of  the  lower  clafles^  in  the  /i/br 
Kingdom,  forbade  even  Irijh  ajfurance  to  take  that 
fiation,  or  obtain  aa  a&endancy  in  imperial  coua- 
fels.  Thefe  preparatory  fymptoms,  however,  led  to 
the  foundation  of  the  New  King's  Iohs« 

The  floating  mirror  was  proclaimed  flationary,  and 
tjie  new  fite  diflicguifhed  by  a  fmgular  and  expen* 
five  ftrufture.  The  firft  ftone  was  laid  upon  the 
Jirji  of  Augujiy  1800;  a.  day  rendered  grateful  to 
Iriihmen  by  the  acceflion  of  a  line  of  Princes  equally 
diilinguiihed  for  perfonal  courage  and  political  inte- 
grity :  it  has  alfo  become  ^lemorable  in  legal  an- 
nals  by  the  preceding  event,  and  an  enactment  of 
the  Union.  Tliis  year  does  not  refemble  the  year 
1799  in  a. barrennefs  of  juridical  events;  the  part- 
ipg  wiiiiom  oT  Irifli  legiflation  expended  itfelf  in  the 
difficult  and  contradictory  pofition  of  fenatorial  and 
diplomatic  talent* 

The  model  of  Scotch  union  did  not  bound  the  ar. 

« 

dent  and  aclive  invention  of  Irifh  ftatefmen.     In  that 

* 

refpeft  our  I.aw  may  be  exhibited,  againfl  its  pro- 
totype, as  nearly  a  complete  contraft.  The  entire 
arrangement  left  Britifli  fcllow-lubjeds  in  their  for- 
mer fituation,  whilft  in  this  country  it  worked  a  ra- 
dical change ;  even  the  preparatory  fymptoms  au- 
gured moft  important  events.  As  if  imperial  legif- 
lation could  not  be  confided  in,  new  laws  fuppb'ed 
imagined  improvements,  or  removed  exifting  de^ 
lefts.    Thus,   a  new  court  of  error,    an  original 
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board  of  compenfation^  and  a  variety  of  fubordinfftc 
tribunals^  were  eftablilhed ;  the  legal  reader  thereby 
enjoys  important  fubjefts  for  comparifon  or  review. 

That  refearch  will,  however,  only  qualify  him 
for  an,  extenfive  difcuflion  on  the  taxes^  refources^ 
raw  materials  J  and finijhcd  manufaBures  of  ^ach  ijland; 
on  a  perfeft  knowledge  of  which^  their  vital  inte- 
reft  and  pcrmanent.connejdon  depend.  Members 
of  the  King's  Inns  may,  in  that  wide  field,  mark 
their  charafters-  as  ftatefmen,  and  exert  fuch  enlight- 
ened efforts  in  defence  of  the  country.  The  Eng- 
lifli  Bar  is  fmothered  by  a  furrounding  fuperiority  of 
ilate  talent,  and  therefore  wifely  pins  its  fame  and 
fortune  on  profeffional  purfuit,  Ireland  afforded  a 
different  fchool,  and  in  every  period  poured  from' 
the  Society  of  King's  Inns  it*  moft  eminent  ftatef- ' 
men ;  whether  armed  with  official  power,  fortified 
in  oppofition  ^armour,  or  in  dignified  retirement 
planning  more  impartial  and  permanent  benefits  for 
the  community. 

This  nation  was  entrufted  to  the  general  guar^ 
dianfhip  of  an  imperial  Parliament  in  1801.  Pre* 
fuming  (as  it  becomes  me)  Irifh  Unionifts  fincere  in 
tbeir  political  creed,  and  happy  in  its  enlargement,., 
as  a  meafure  which  difp^nfes  equal  and  permanent 
J)enefits  tp  both  Iflands^  I  can  vouch  for  the  follow- 
ing general  fentimcnt  among  the  opponents  of  that 
nieafure :  That  the  aftive  exertions  of  Britifh  Se- 
<  nators,  in  Irifli  affairs,  will  form  the  great  balm  to 
Ileal  and  eradicate  their  ftrong  difcontent.    What ! 
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ihall  the  enlightened  guardians  of  Britiffi  freedom 
review  ^ith  genius  and  capacity  the  dlverfified  con" 
cerns  of  a  great  empire,  from  its  moft  extended 
interefts  to  the  minuteft  detail,  and  afiefit  incMe- 
rence  or  ignorance  when  Ireland  or  the  ftate  of  its 
inhabitants  forms  a  fubjeft  for  debate  ?    If  a  fearlefs 
and  faithful  difplay  of  luitive  legal  eftabliJI^ment  has 
been  fincerely  deVoted  to  the  common  interefl  of 
both  kingdoms,  and  their  perpetual  connexion,  I 
am  intituled  to  e^cufe  for  the  following  impartial 
opinion:    That  the  moft  foftcning  feature  of  the 
Union,  and  its  only  palUative  in  the  eyes  of  di/inter- 
efted  men,  will  be  the  active  exertion  and  common 
intereft  aiTumed  by  Britifh  Senators  in  the  internal  • 
panagement  pr  flat^tablp  improvement  of  Ireland* 

On  the  latter  point  I  can  aflure  unprofei&onal 
readers,  that  legiflative  provifions  have  been  already 
enafted  in  favour  of  this  country,  ho&ih  to  our 

*9^)>K  ft  « 

degraded  ari/iocracj^  arid  that  fettled  fyftem  of  cor- 
ruption, which  it  was  their  private  intereji  iofupport* 
As  the  firft  effeft  of  fuch  attention  was  extended  to 
confer  a  lafting  benefit  on  the  King's  Inns,  I  con- 
ceive it  an  aufpicious  omen  towards  the  progrefs  of 
our  necelTary  works,  and  truft  that  Parliament  will 
immediately  enable  Government  to  difcharge  its  jull 
debt  to  the  Society  of  King's  Inns  for  their  eftatc, 
now  occupied  by  the  Four  Courts  and  Public  Offices. 
The  ereftion  has  been  permitted  at  the  defire  of 
Government,  and  the  national'  faith  is  pledged  for 
a  recompence  j  nor  can^  any  difburfement  be  more 
popular,  as  the  expenditure  will  not  only  be  within 
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(he  kingdom,  but  direfted  to  its  lading  benefit; 
Such,  however,  is  my  confidence  in  the  benignity 
of  our  Sovereign,  and  the  wifdom  of  Parliament, 
that  if  the  Society  had  no  juft  or  acknowledged 
claim,  each  .would  fanftion  this  great  meafure  of  le- 
gal fymmetry  through  both  kingdoms }  which,  bot- 
tomed upon  Englifh  pradlice,  will  give  a  lading  ce- 
ment to  the  Union,  and  ftrengthen  imperial  fafety 
by  the  Iklutaty  prejudice  of  an  equal  education. 

When  Hterary  copyright  was  to  meet  equal  pro« 
teftion  through  the  united  kingdom,  (in  which  in- 
ftancc  the  provifions  of  the  Union  tended  moll  un- 
doubtedly to  ap  encouragement  of  literature,  and  2 
tomraon  imperial  benefit)  a  Law  was  brought  into 
Parliament  for  that  great  end.  Official  duty  and 
ptofeffional  zele  equally  impelled  me  to  arreft  'the 
pading  moment,  and  fecure  (if  poflible)  a  partial 
but  permanent  ftipply  to  the  Society  of  Kin^s  hinsj 
and  its  new  Library.  Unwilling  to  excite  jealoufy 
among  Iridi  friends,  by  a  communication  to'  a  few 
in  exclufion  of  others,  or  the  delay  which  a  folemn 
reference  to  Benchcn  would  occafion,  I  conveyed  the 
requeft  to  the  prefent  Speaker.  That  refpeftable  gen- 
tleman conceived  it  a  meafure  which  merited  imme- 
diate  fupport  j  nor  has  his  kind  attention  been  li- 
mited even  to  that  lading  benefit. 

Whilft  the  Mintfier  of  Ireland^  he  added  a  valu- 
able prefent  to  our  Library,  and,  fince  his  return  to 
England,  has  determined  to  enlarge  it  by  books  of 
great  value  in  the  legal  and  conditutional  hiftory  of 

our 
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our  empire.     Such  arc  certainly  thofe  conipllations 
• .  publifhed  under  the  authority  of  the  Houfe  of  Com^ 
mons.     With -blended  fentiments  of  gratitude  and^ 
patriotifm  I  avow  the  preceding  fa£ts  as  appofite  to 
my  fubjeft,  and  affording  a  decifive  proof,  that  Mn 
Abbot  was  the  faithful  guardian  of  Ireland  before 
he  touched  its  (hore,  and  has  continued  its  con* 
cealed,  but  (teady  friend^  fince  his  elevation  to  the 
higheft  office  in  the  power  of  the  people  to  beftow« 
The  hoftile  parties  of  this  diftradled  land  felt  and 
acknowledged  his  perfonal  adminiftration  as  digni^ 
fied  by  oeconomy,  integrity,  and  perfeverance^ 

*  Such  a  man  wa^  calculated  to  feal  the  tJnion,  and 
temove  refulting  difcontent,  by  calling  into  imme-' 
diate  a£Bon  the  promifed  benefit  of  Englifh  improve-* 
ment.  The  Irifli  nation  alfo  (hewed  itfelf  deferving 
of  faithful  and  upright  mini/iers^  by  the  firm  popula-» 
rity  which  was  attached  to  fudh  a&'vity,  and  that 
unaffected  regret  which  accompanied  lus  unlooked 
for  departure*  Truth  obliges  me  to  admit  that  he 
had  a  numefous  corps  of  malignant  and  unforgiv- 
ing foes  ; — jobbers,  and  their  entire  fuit ;  public  de* 
faulters,  with  their  interefled  and  pampered  depen«» 
dants,  bore  him  a  rooted,  unrelenting  hatred*  The 
luftre  of  his  public  charader  would  be  incomplete, 
if  its  fpirit  had  not  provoked  fuch  refentm^nt,  and 
fet  the  malignity  of  flander  at  defiance. 

No  fellow.fubje£l  is  more  exempt  than  I  am  front- 
any  official  favour  received  through  that  channel ; 
the  tribute  may  be  triflmg,  but  fiows  from  public^ 
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feeling ;  for  Iriflimen  know,  that  the  unremitted  la- 
bours of  my  life  have  been  dir^fted  to  national 
good  ;  and  as  Providence  has  not  favoured  me  with 
iL  fitUation  to  tender  important  fetvices^  faithful  in- 
duftry  fliall  be  exerted  impartially  to  applaud  officisci 
integrity,  and  what  is  often  more  wfeful — to  drag 
forward  nlyfterious  of  prefumptuous  placemen,  and 
facrifice  them  on  the.altaf  of  public  juftice. 

As  the  King*s  Inns  Library  has  been  thus  confe- 
trated  to  the  profeflion  by  ftatutable  notice,  and  the 
flattering  proteftion  of  an  imperial  Parliament,  the 
teader  may  tiaturally  expeft;  from  my  fituation^  an 
account  of  its  foundation  and  exifting  ftate.  Nd 
evidence  appealed  that  a  Law  Library  \fas  at  any 
time  eftablifhed  in  the  King's  Inns,  nor  does  the  Sta- 
lute  of  1782,  incorporate  fuch  hope  with  that  of^  a 
projected  Hall.  As  the'convulfions  of  nature  ofteil 
lead  to  ufeful  difcoveries,  fo  the*  genius  of  jobbing 
occafionally  gives  birth  to  a  public  fpirited  qftablifti- 
mcnt* 

Mr.  Juftice  Robinfon  died  in  1787,  poffefled  of 
SL  large  and  valuable  library-  At  that  period  a  con- 
fiderable  annual  fum  accumulated  in  the  Treafurer*9 
hands,  not  only  without  intereft,  but  fubjeft  to  art 
uncert«unty  of  re*payment«  The  Judge's  friendsi  . 
wiflied  to  affift  his  family  by  an  immediate  purchafe. 
The  Society  had  alfo  fome  liberal  and  enlightened 
Members,  who  looked  forward,  through  a  trifling 
lofs,  to  a  great  national  benefit.  By  this  united 
ftrength,  the  profeffional  part  was  fecured,  whilfl 
fuch  portion  was  left  to  his  reprefentatives,  as  would 
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meet  a  profitable  fale  at  an  IrlOi  market.  Howeyef^ 
the  coUeftion  referved  for  the  Kirig*s  Inns,  formed 
a  more  general  Law  Library  than  exifted  in  this 
kingdom.  An  excellent  afTortment  of  Civil,  Ca- 
non, and  Scotch  haw  books,  comipofe  that  felec- 
lion,  with  the  ufual  mafs  of  Equity  and  Common 
^w.  Confiderable  additions  have  been  made ;  it 
cannot,  however,  boaft  of  many  fcarce  or  valuable 
books  ;  lettered  tafte  has  not  materially  correded 
felfiib  defigns,  or  Ibperfeded  ar^hitedttral  extrava- 
gance. 

A  complete  fet  of  the  Byzantine  Hiftorians  fell 

in  my  way.    That  central  arch  between  ancient  and 

modem  hiftory  has  been  acquired,^  which  exhibits 

an  unfading  monument  to  the  honor  of  the  Bourbon 

line,  who  encouraged  and  rewarded  the  legal  and 

clerical  tranflators,  or  annotators.     But  as  public 

repofitories  have  their  principal  ufe  in  furniihing  the 

ftudious  with  fcarce  books,  a  valuable  colleftion  of 

pamphlets  graces  the  Jung's  Inns  /helves.    This  fpe- 

cies  of  writing  is  fubjeA  to  imimediate  deftrudion, 

.  and  confidered  by  proprietors  or  readers  as  adapted 

only  to  the  fpur  of  an  occafion,  therefore  mideferv- 

ing  further  notice  or  care#    Yet  the  prefervation  of 

ihefe  nervous  ptoduftions,  forms  not  merely  an  ob- 

.  jeft  of  literary  curiofity,  but  national  importance. 

When  meafures  are  fully  felt  by  a  refKve  or  tame 

populace^  fuch  effays  arreft  the  paffing  florm,  catch 

the  manners  of  men^  and  difcufs,  with  promptitude 

and  vigour,  cotemfporary  topics.     Their  rapcour  or 

party  fpirit  thus  evifcerate  every  national   fabjed 

wfaich 


which  intet^fts  <ir  akrnls  a  free  peoiHet  SiKbH  is^^  their 
merit  at  die  ihoitteati  whiUt  th^  pi-efent  to  pofterity 
a  diverfified  model  of  the  tifties,  and  fuMifh  ample 
materials  to  ah  enlightened  auEid  philofophic  hiftd^ 
rian.  ' '  ' 

The  King's  tnns  Uht^  is  furnifticd  WiA  thi« 
i;t^ell-chdren  fupply  of  valuable  trails,  ih  which  may' 
be  feen  anonymoud,  but  unadulter^ed  eSu(i6n$  of 
the  moffc  eminent  men,  -and  upon  every  nieafurd^ 
ivhich  occurred  in  their  time,  exclufive  of  intrinfic 
inerit^  the  names  of  a  RoinnJhA  dnd  ^omifs  (who 
were  attached  to  filch  compofitions)  entitle  them.td' 
the  notice  or  peruiat  of  a  legal  readen  lender  this 
impreffion^  I  hav«  difpofed  the  pamphkti'fof'a  par- 
ticular catalogue^  and  a  facility -bf  aciiesf^  by  hav- 
ing them  marked  and  lettered  on  the  back;  In^hat- 
fever  manner  the  ^Id  and  ilKcbnfid^red'fpectiratiofi 
of  Chambers  may  td^minate^  ftabili^y  feeths  to  attach 
to  the  King^s  Inns  Library^  and:  evert  ii  gradual  en- 
creafe  under  the  Copyright  Aft,  fuflScient  to  Aicou- 
rage  a  filll  completion  of  the  original  defign  frotti* 
the  funds  of  theSdcietyj  .'  '* 

•  •       : 

«  •        J  k  a 

A  matenii  judicial  arrailgemrfnt  took  pfeci^  in  this 
year,  and  under  a  fimilar  authority.  For  near  twcj* 
centuries  the  Endifh  Mafter  of  tHtf'ftolls'has  d^ter^ 
mined  caufes^  and  been,  in  that  refpeft j  1  cdllatcfal* 
judicial  afliftant  to  the  Lord  ChanCellofr.  Iri  Irdahdi 
no  fimilar  duty  was  performed  previous  io  the 
Union.  That  great  meafure,  however,  led  to  the 
alteration,  and  has  m  that  refpefl  operated*  to  a  bene- ; 
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ikial  effed.    h  was  conceived,  that  thtf.lrifh  CbsU^ 
cellor  vpuld  feel  it  nedefl^ry,  or  pleafant,  to  fpend 
lome  pa;t  of  dath  Seilion  in  London,    The  increafe 
of  equity birfinefe  bore  a  proportioned  corre^nd-- 
ence,   not  merely  fo  improved  wealth  of  indivi« 
duals,  but  to  praflical  fraud,  and  intended  injuftice 
'or  delay;    therefore  two  Courts  of-  concurrent 
Chancery  jurifdiffion  were  requifite  to  keep  pacO' 
With  multiplied  fuits,  and .  adminifter  relief  here  as 
in  England*   , 

Every  modem  corredion  of  Iriih  adniiniftration 
or  judical  prance,  clearly  exhibits  ancient  and*  in-* 
veterat^:  aibufe.  The  legal  tenure  of  a  Mafter  of 
the  Rolb  is  admttfed,  by  the  repealing  Statute,  to 
be  dti^teg  pleafifre,  and  the  Sovereign  ttiabled  to- 
give  (be  new  pofleflfor  proper  judicial  penrnmeace^ 
What  a  complete  legiilative  anfwtr  .doe^  this  enaft*. 
m«nt  exhibit  to  the  prefumption  ttd  tyranny  with 
which  Mr.  Rigby^s  patent  was  ftsolded  from  fenato^ 
rial  cenfure,  or  |isgal  attack  \  Similar  reafons  reftored 
the  <^ce  m  two  fubfecpient  grants  to  (tatntable  prot* 
priety — parliamentary  influence  -^as  faftained  there^ 
by^  Tbtts,  corruption  fuceeeded  to  barefaced  pre-< 
rogative,  which  baneful  principles  Hloftrafewithr  al- 
ternate, but  tmerring  effefb,  the  full  fis^tures  of  our 
blemiihed  Conftitutioa  The  late  Duke  of  Leinfter 
Succeeded  to  Mr.  Rigby ,  and  a  Peer,  of  both  king^ 
dom^  dwibdfed  into  an  officer  of  Chancoy,  who 
h^d,  however,  as  a  predeceiTor,  .an  Englifh  Peerf 
Lord  Berkley  of  Siratton.  On  his  Graced  removal, 
this  lucrative  iinecure  was  divided  between    two 
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'  -  *  .  ' 

Irifli  nbbbmen^  to  whom,  on  this  ftatutable  fettle; 

meat,  adequate  compenfation  was  giveir.  The  ofEce, 
thus  altered^  was  conferred  upoa  a  Baron  of  the 
Exchequer,  whofe  retreat  from  public  ftation  met 
every  poffible  refped;  which  a  learned  body  owed  to 
a  nx>ft  accomplKhed  brother,  and  to  which  expref- 
fion  I  fubf cribs  with  fincere  and  difii^terefted  re- 
gards 

'  As  variations  from  Common  Law  authonty  mark 
the  Statute,  and  give  added  jurifdidion  to  the  Maf« 
ter  of  the  Rolii,  it  may  be  doubtful  whether  it 
woiild  hot  ht  fttore  ufeful  to  fuitors,  and  better  an-^ 
fwer  the  ends  of  tnodbm  juftice^  to  give  this  great 
officer;  9  complete  and  indep^dent  judicial  power, 
with  an  imiiKsdiate  right  of  appeal  to  the  lloufe  of 
Lordsi  .  Nor  need  this  militate  with  his  fubordinatc 
Chancety  pofition  in  other  refpeds,  and  particularly 
!n  preferving  and  arranging  thofe  national  evidences^ 
of  whiv.h  that  ancient  magiftrate,  and  the  Lord 
Chancellor  of  Ireland,  are  the  conftitutional  guar* 
dians,  and  fworn  interpreters^ 

Thefe  importdnt  of^ces  are  now  filled  by  Irifhi 
'men,  whofe  perfonal  frlendfhip  is  cemented  by  poli« 
tical  union;  Similar  fentiments  warrant  my  free- 
dom, which  contibines  private  regard  with  public 
principle.  Laborious  induftry  and  legal  capacity 
may  litisfy  fuitors,  or  the  limited  ambition  of  ad 
ordinary  Equity  Judge,  but  the  country  exafts  from 
Ponfonby  and  Curran  more  permanent  fervices,  and 
extenfive  duty*    A  fortunate  moment  enables  them 
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(o  knit  judicial  faxAe  with  the  kw^  ikcn^&te,  and 

improved  property  of  Ireland.*.    The  mutilatad  re* 
cords^  an4  infecure  prin^afie  or  perfon^  ^^idencesy 

knperiouHy  call  for  a&  knimdtatOy  acccurate,  and  ex* 

tenfive  review.    The  arrangement  and  prefervatioa 

of  filch  invaluable  materials  k  attached  to  iharcare 

and  contrcd ;  let  me  thm  roufe  them,  as  by  IrdamTj 

umted  voicej  not  to  overlook  this  interefting  bufinefs. 

England  and  Scotland  have  fet  the  example,  whilft 

preoediDg 

*  A  frtdKl  apjiUed  in  thii  £rft  werk  of  Scfftembcr;  for  dhtc* 
tioa  or  tdvite  rcbitiiFe  to  pSi  entolnient  of  .a^  aocieot  tide;  the 
nec^rjr  anfwer  was  difcouragiflg  indeed.  This  led  to-  reflex- 
ions on  the  (late  of  exifting  muntoiencs  or  records ;  on  which 
he  informed  me,  that  Sub-comminioners  itom  England  are  in 
Dublin  on  this  fbportant  embafiy.  Thefe  gentlemen  nay  af- 
certain  fa&,  but  an  IrUkmaa  ahne  can  ilkftiasehcalor  aative 
Kcoirds^ 

Mapy  fiich  are  in  EngUih  archives^  where  the  fenilces  of  the 
preceding  perfons  might  originate ;  a  few  are  alfo  in  tbe  IrifK 
language^  and  woald  probably  be  as  unintelligible  as  P(autus*t 
Piay.  The  Union  operaced  with  fndden  and  incroAble  c&d, 
if  Engli/hmen  feel  as  ardent  or  difinterefted  «e)e  for  th^  1^1 
6iftfe  of  Ireland  as  natives ;  bat  what  is  eztreioely  fii^lar^ 
?ri{hmen  of  every  clafs  feem  to  be  profcnbed  by  fuch  miliion. 
Could  a,  new  commiflion  from  the  Crown  originate  In  that  man- 
ner? The  authority  of  1800  was  confined  to  Great  Britain;  ir 
even  j^ceded  the  Union,  ancl  does  not  extend  to  Ireland.  Sab* 
million  thereto  tnay  not  operate  as  an  implied  repeal  of  that  ioi- 
portant  Statnte,  but  is  certainly  an  infult  to  national  heoor  and 
independence.  As  an  humble  gaasdian  of  the  Iriih  Conftitutiop, 
it  wbuld  be  treaibn  in  me  to  overlobk  fuch  ilSnovation,  which 
can  be  eafily  remedied  or  improved  in  a  legal  manner,  and  thai 
reflect  honor  on  the  adminiftration  of  RaflelL 


Iprececfintg  aeglefU  lauil  enhance  prefent  exertions ; 
nor  can  it  be  doubted^  that  grateful  pofterity  vitt 
properly  appreciate  tbe  enlightened  deed* 

As  the  pure  adnuniflratioa  of  juftice,  and  re- 
lpe€Ffu|  attention  to  its  minifters,  merits  public  legal 
ndtice^  it  naturally  forms  a  part  of  this  Hiftory. 
Thim  be  it  remembered^  that  a  Statute  which  ena^ 
t>le8  Sherifia  to  pay  for  the  lodging  of  fuch  Commif- 
iiooer^,  was  enaded  in  this  Seffibn.  Thefe  officers 
afe  to  be  allowed,  by  a  certificate  frotn  the  Judges, 
iach  ezpence,  fb  it  exceed  not  twenty  pounds  each 
Aifizes. 

-Oq  the  introdudion  0I  drciuts  into  this  kingdom. 
Sheriffs,  from  policy,  vanity,  or  a  ffenfe  of  duty, 
went  to  an  extraordinary  ezpence  in  entertaining 
Judges  and  their  fuit.  The  reader  has  lieen  the 
Hignner  ijx  which  that  abufe  wai  mildly  corrected  in 
the  reign  of  Charles  IL  njkuch  to  the  credit  of  that 
Monarches  good  fenfe,  and  the  public  fpirit  of  his 
Minifters*  iriih  biftory  or  cuftom,  when  faithfully 
related,  appears  like  a  tranfcript  from  an  Englifli 
record ;  with  fu^ch  clofe  fimilitude  do  the  inhabi- 
tants of  each  country  aft  under  equal  circumftances. 
Let  us  therefore  view  bow  this  matter  (lood  in  tbe 
fifter  kingdom.  The  reader  muit  know,  that  the 
inifchief  grew  to  fuch  an  height  in  England,  pre- 
vious to  1575,  as  to  merit  the  interference  of  C^een 
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That  Princefs  ordered  her  Privy  Cpuncil  to  fen^ 
^  circttlar  letter  to  the  Sheriffs  of  Englandj>  ftadng, 
f*  That  the  great  burden  and  coft  of  faid  office,  by 
the  large  dyets  of  the  Juftices  of  Azzize  yearly  ih- 
creafing,  have  obliged  many  gentlemto  meet  for  the 
office  to  make  ftrong  folicitations  to  avoid  that  bur- 
den ;''  and  it  appearing  that  the  petition^  of  She- 
riffs for  fuch  expence  to  her  Majefty's  Exchequer, 
ihewedthat  mor^  was  charged  than  in  reafon  ought 
to  be  allowed.  The  Queen  therefor^  detetmined  to 
fuftain  the  Judges  from  her  coffers,  aad  notice 
was  given,  that  in  future  Sheriffs  fhould  forbear  fur- 
|:her  diet,  but  to  aflift  the  Juftices  fervants  in  all  fuch 
matters.  As  tjiis  mandate  may  lead  to  a  negled  of 
proper  exterior  ihewor  real  attendance,  that  has 
been  enforced  by  national  wifdom ;  whereas  in  Ire* 
land  there  exifts  no  fuch  fpecific  provifion,  and  fome 
Sheriffs  have  been  weak  enough  to  think  that  fpecie$ 
pf  refpefl  a  perfonal  degradation ;  as  if  Royal  conv 
miflVons  could  be  well  executed;  except  every  per* 
fon  concerned  therdn  felt  an  animation  of  loyalty 
^nd  good  manners  by  a  protppt  difch^rge. 

9 

Elifabeth's  wifdom  recommends  and  juftifies  an 
honorable  and  favourable  ufage  to  Judges  and  their 
train,  iar  their  painful  and  careful  adminijtration  cf 
fuflice — fentimerits  tirhich  out  to  be  engraven  upon 
every  Irilh  mind,  and  never  forgot  by  judicial  inter- 
preters. On  the  5th  of  June  the  Trejifutei?  ftated, 
^f  That  feveral  perfons  intruded  into  houfes  in 
Mountrath-ftreet  belonging  to  the  Sopiety,  and  that 
a  communication  w^  opened  at  the  rear  of  the 
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Cpum  of  Joftice,  between  the  ground  of  the  SocU 
ety  and  the  White  Crofs  Ijin."  Uotiice  was  ordered 
by  the  Bench  io  be  feryed  on  faid  fciyeral  intruders 
to  quit  the  feme  immediately,  and  if  they  refufe, 
to  ferve  them  with  ejefbmants.  The  Aqcarof  com- 
munication from  the  White  Crofs  i^n  was  alfo  to  pe. 
flopped  up.  Subfequent  filence  upon  that  head 
makes  usprefume  that  obedience  was  paid  by  the 
intruders  to  the  preqeding  mandate.  However,  it 
feems  thoTe  houfes  were  in  a  completely  r uinou; 
ftate,  fo  as  to  warrant  an  apparently  vacant  poflef* 
;fion ;  yet  from. the  nearnefs  of  the  Four  Courts^  a 
liieafonable  rent  may  be  ezpe£ted« 

Our  new  fite  near  Ilenrietta-ftreet  is  in  truth  fp 
reiQotey  and  u^erly  incapable  of  a  general  or  uni^ 
form  imprQvement)  that  many  wife  and  reileding 
zeaders  will  conceive  an  enquiry  ought  to  be  piade 
whether  ground,  fufficient  ibr  an  Ilall,  Chapel,  and 
Library,  ftill  remains  near  the  Courts ;  and  further, 
in  fuch  cafe  calmly  tp  determine  on  {he  propriety  of 
pulling  down  the  prefent  ftrufture^  and  applying  the 
materials  on  that  adjacent  fpot.  The  lois  on  the 
prefent  ground  muic  be  borne,  and  will  probaUy  be 
JTufEcient,  without  adding  thereto  if s  fixed  and  in^ 
curable  fituation^  Should  builders  decline  to  take 
it,  an  experiment  of  Chambers  may  even  be  tried, 
which  can  never  rife  materially  in.  value  from  the 
mere  propinquity  of  an  Hall  and  Library.     . 

On  the-  23d  Jaoiiary,  an  order  afcertains  thatthe 
ppciety  h^  ftill  fome  ground  at  the  eaft  end  of  the 
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Law  OfRc^  <»ft  tbe  Intis-Quay ;  fen:,  the  Cooimfr 
fiofiers  of.  WUkf  Streets  ;^li«d  to  ihe  Bench,  that 
^^eneyef  they  ftiould  by  out  that  grouad  for  build? 
iDg^  it  may  b$  alccordsftg  to  a  re0  Uae  laid  dova 
on  tht  CommiffioHcrs  inap»  with  a  view  (o  opea  the 
q«iay  betw^o  Charle^ftreel  and  the  Four  CourU. 
The  Benth  mod  properly  complied  with  tha&  re- 
queft.  If  this  ground  remains  ualet,  it  could  uA 
be  iaconvenient^  and  affords  proper  froats.  Pur* 
fuant  to  ^  ov^  of  ^th  tiovember,  t8oi»  die 
Treafurcr  made  a  report  of  f^Jaries  paid  to  the  offi- 
ftx^  of  the  Society^  and  on  the  33d  of  Jaauary, 
1802,  he  was  ordered  tp  print  his  ididreport,  along 
with  an  abflrad  of  his  accounts. 

The  Itifii  Lord  CbaaceUor  s^tlended  the  meBftor^ 
bleSeifion  of  1801,  but  his  death  took  pbce.in  Ja? 
auary,  i.8oa.  The  Briti&  Cabinet  deterniiaed  wkii 
prompciiode,  and  did  nof  give  mvtfh  coa6(ieratiQii  to 
the  ftniggles  of  Iriih  party. 

T^  new  ChanceUor  was  not  more  TiEmaxkabi^ 
than  the  pfllce  fiopi  whenfc  he  was  remn? ed.  That 
gentkn^ui  ihiftcd  from  the  fUuation  of  Attome} 
General,  in  the  pr^edjng  year,  to  that  c£  Speaker, 
though  the  oj^cc  of  Miller  of  the  RoU$  was  thep 
yaccint,  and  coif  Id  nptppffibly  be  refufed  p>  his  foU* 
citation.  But  I  prefume  that  the  new  adniipiftradon 
conceived  .him  itili  better  adapted  for  the  fenatoriai 
chair,  and  pre0ed  a  favourite  into  that  fervice.  By 
this  fibgular  movement  he  ezci^anged  the  certain 
profpeft  of  a  lucrative  and  permanent  equity  pc^* 

don. 


lioQ,  pH  tba  fljppery  aad  ftormy  rank  of  Irjfli  Chai^i* 
jpellor.  UnkApwA  parties  and  a^  ilrange  countiy 
vftre  9iio  to  be  tried^  ii^^  of  experienced  frieads 
mU$  native  Iaa4f 

Tki  period  aUb  Required  confammate  talent,  witl^ 
a  complete  ^bljorrence  of  paiHan,  prejudice,  or  Iq? 
(^uacioufaefe.  Envenoin^d  internal  fad^ons  indulged 
unufual  n^alignity,  whereby  Religioi;,  Policy,  an4 
]Laws  v^^  dire&ed  a^  inftrmnents  of  perfo|ial  powr 
jer  or  iqcreafing  emplumentt  His  public  conduft 
(exhibited  an  ambiguity  which  might,  iivith  propri-^ 
ety,  induce  him  to  confine  attentioi^  to  Ch^cery 
bufinefs,  ;^d  iinite,  by  this  wj^  but  unambitious 
c(mdu£l^  aatjiopal  approbation  of  ^knowledge4 
equHy  ^peiaeace,  axul  technical  accuracy.  Ai^ 
ufefui  practical  t^eatife  anticipated  jqdicial  Ikiil,  with 
an  ixK^fpofition  to,  amd  igno|ance  of.  State  bufinefs. 
^elides,  the  Un^on  rendered  an  Iriih  Cabinet  unne? 
ce&ry,  jpd,  ii^  the  opiI^on  of  many  intelligent  Irifh? 
n)en«  pernicious,  Such  hitherto  fubfifted  as  ^  fcreea 
betw^n  the  EifgUih  Government  and  this  Jungdom^^ 
to  which  may  be  <ittribi:^te4  mucl)  domefUc  tyranny 
and  di&qntenty 

The  preceding  fyftem  di^uled  an  ^mxious  fpirit 
of  enquiry^  and  rendered  the  leading  traits  of  hi^ 
Lordfliip^S  charader  tolerably  well  known.  It  was 
a  mattef  of  legiflative  record,  that  he  moved  and 
fuppoTted  the  Statute  for  relaxing  and  repealing 
certain  Popery  Laws.  This  afforded  e2;cefEve  joy 
tQ  tl)e  ^opism  GatboUcSi  whilf);  Orangemen  were 

^onvince4 
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conyince4  that  further  or  complete  ind^ge&ce  eottl4 
not  be  granted  by  the  new  MinifterS)  as  their  offidai 
fituation  originated  and  hung  upon  that  lingular  te» 
nure.  Theperfonal  or  political  foes  of  the  htm 
Chancellor  were  highly  pleafed  at  the  difiifqxunti- 
inent  of  any  fatellite  of  his ;  for  oppofitibn  did  not 
expeft  that  fuch  a  fituation  would  be  offered  to  a 
member  of  their  party.  The  Chancellor's  approach 
was  in  that  quarter  remarkably  popular,  and  gqqI4 
pnly  be  fhopk  or  fubyerted  by  fubfequent  eveitts. 

The  wifdom  of  our  Conftitution  annexes  to  great 
pffice?  certain  ancient  fees,  which,  whether 
exifting  under  Common  or  Statute  Law,  fo  fax 
fighten  the  Royal  eftabliihment,  and  give  a  recom* 
pence  to  the  individual  in  proportion  to  his  prefumed 
pcrfonal  labour,  places  have  thusj  by  the  flux  of 
time,  fhifted  in  emolument  to  incohfiderable  value, 
whild  rank  and  precedence  remain  unaltered*  The 
Chancellorfhip  is,  however,  that  high  and  laboripiia 
.ftation,  ^ichj  when  confcientioufly  difcharged, 
claims  an  ample  and  eafy  recbnipence.  That  officer 
is  not  more  bound  to  keep  his  Sovereign's  confdence, 
than  to  preferve,  by  precept  and  example,  a  fpirit 
of  juflice  through  the  land.  This  forms  no  impe- 
diiiient  to  privatie  friend^iips  or  perfonal  regards,  and 
only  difcourages  an  indulgence  of  paflion  or  prcju* 
dice. 

• 

The  Union  Aft  ei^hibits  another  inftance  of  pre* 
dpitancy  or  omiffion,  with  refpeft  to  the  Great 
jBcal;    the  poifeflbr  w^s   ampl^  recompenced   as 

Speaker 
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Speaker  of  the  Houfe  rf  Lor^s^  imd  hot  dielaye^  fbf 

fach  fpecific  provUion,  or  referred  to  a  board  of 

^  commiilioners.     Equal  reafon  applied  to  preferve 

the  office  in  adequate  independence.    A  clear  iur 

come  of  ip^oool.  Britifh  money  wasfecured,  from 

the  appointment  of  Lord  Redefdale,  to  bim  and  bis 

fucceffor  ;  nor  can  the  falary  appear  difproporuoned 

'  to  the  exifting  wealth  of  the  country,  or  a  feir  ponir 

jparifon  with  earlier  times. . 

« 

On  the  revival  of  the  King's  Iim&  in  1 607^  its 
emoluments  are  afcertained  to-  be  four  hundred  and 
twenty  pounds,  excluiive  6f  ancient  and  eftaSliihed 
fees— a  greater  lum  than  the  prefent,  whether  we 
confider  national  finance,  or  the  real  value  of  mo- 
ney at  eac|i  period.  Had  the  office  been  filled  by 
^ui  Iriifaman,  this  enlargement  or  perihanence  of 
income  might  not  be  bargained  for  or  obtained} 
at  lead:  thofe  on  this  fide  of  the  water  who  applied 
•for  that  fituation,  bottomed  their  hopes  pf  fuccefs 
on  the  neceffary  curtailment  of  official  income.  But 
the  akeratioh  was  ufeful  and  welUtimed,  as  by  it 
the  fymmetry  and  dignitv  of  the  Iriih  Conftitutioa 
jis  prefer  vre4r 

As  far  as  opponents  to  Lord  Redefdale^s  appoint- 
fnent  exifted,  party  jargon  could  only  reft  upon  his 
temporary  retreat  from  a£kive  profeflion,  and  by  that 
means  prefume  him  difqualified  for  the  new  ftation. 
Gonfiderable  induftry  in  this  circulation  £uled  of 
any  fuccefsful  effed ;  for  it  was  generally  and  juftly 
believed^  that  where  a  branch  of  Jcience  is  exten- 

^yel^ 


53*  HUTOIty   QF   THE 

fivelf  iv^dy  and  not  confined  it  the  fienartneft  ef 
ihaDo«7  prafbicey  jpdgmcnt  will  contribute  to 
ftrengtben  memory^  and  render  fuch  knowledge  m, 
delible.  Ignoiant  Judges  may^  howerer,  become 
private  gtmlemeii  in  the  evening  of  li£^  and  if  vul- 
gar malignity  itnpuces  vice  to  legal  &ill,  it  is  ia 
their  power,  fortunately,  to  bury  both  in  one  pob^ 
xnon  grave. 

But  the  profound  erudition  of  a|i  elevated  clafs 
cannot  fo  e;^fily  evaporate.    A  Malone,  a  Tifdall, 
or  a  Pery,  could  not,   in  the  precedmg  mansuor, 
i|iake  off  clo&  connexion  with  tfaeSodety  of  Kii^s 
Inns.     Abeuni  Studia  in  mrcsj  coafiimed  e^ly  ha* 
bits  would  in£ed  converfatioii,  and  become  the  fit- 
vourite  pm^t  of  old  age.    Every  learned  profiel^ 
fion  aflSnrds  fimHar  examples  of  perfeveraace  with- 
out the  allurements  of  intereft  or  ambition.    Thus, 
from  lengriiened   retirement    and    lettered    ea£^ 
Vaoghan^  when  called  into  afUon^  adorned  tite  ys^ 
didal  feat  whh  higheft  talent,  whiUl  Somers,  Hard- 
wicke,  and  Wijmor,  d%nified  dedinxng  life  by  a 
fHfiikterefted  attention  to  poUft  pad  precedents,  im- 
prove exifting  practice,  or  perpetrate  both  Ueffings 
by  a  melioration  of  Statute  Law.     The  craft  of  fub- 
ordinate  legal  men  was  direfted  to  watch  the  new 
Chancellor's  pride,  vanity,  or  party  feeling9«     Pro- 
feffional  ps^tronage  may  be  thus  acquired  at  fecond 
hand,  and  the  regular  power  or  alTumed  iafiuence 
of  a  ftranger,  become  an  original  inilrument  and 
final  vidim  of  Irifh  prejudice  or  pafGon.    The  entry 
^y  ^hich  Xor4  Redefdate  is  enfoUed  in  thf  Admif- 


lidii  86ofc  tf  th6  feng*d  tnrit,  canclnfively  illrf| 
trates  that  Tyftem  of  irmovadon  vbich  animated  thei 
tnimagers  iince  the  year  1782,  and  bec^ame  a  prtcf-* 
tlcal  grievancie  from  the  death  of  Lord  LiiFord^ 

^  •  «  •  .         -        • 

•  .  I  •       ".  • 

His  l/sfrdOfiip  h  fiHl  admitted  a  Mm^ef  ^enerS^ 
6f  the  Society,  and  iri  the  fiicceeding  panlgfaph 
¥fe&ed  a  Bencher  bffbis  Society^  and  admitted  to  ^hh 
Chambers.  l?7ef e  fhat  hoWeman  to  ^qtt^  mfo  the 
variation  of  '6iir  Society  from  EfigUfh  Inns,-  hb^ 
fraudful  his  mode  of  information,  if  he^Bcid  \ipoti 
the  preceding  authority-  No  fuch  dotiiSte  admiifioa 
had  ever  previoutly  been  made ^  the* »intctttMiis  40 
counteract  the  fimple  mode  of  former  admiffion^ 
and  intimate  that  Member^  did  not  mean  Bencher^ 
ift  ancient  time*  '  Cdneeafed  doounieftts^  Mi^fterlous 
matlageiiiieRt,  and  ft^ud&I  eMries^  tmtft  tForm  ah 
-hallowed  union  to  fbppon  a  fyrflfimc  chaiten  Aft# 
a  proper  period  of  tkne  fotb  men'  vtoxAA  have  th^ 
hiftorian^^nd  pt^epaTe-the  venal  fatelfitdby  fuppreflldii^ 
miftatements,  aidl  alTertic^i^,  to  cover  the  bltllMfig 
and  maiden  impofture  with-  a  literary  veil» 

At  this  moment  the  ^reader  \^  « oiifed  by  the  ibund 
of  Chambers*-4iis  Lprdlhip  was  not  obliged  to  makte 
a  depofit ;  the  Treafurfer  more  geneftnifly,  and  with- 
out ibiicitation,  beflowed  the  fame-  ll3at  gentk«» 
man  ^eil  knew  this  munificent  prefent  wouJd  ncrt 
delay  or  obQr^ck  the  defign ;  he  (Hould,  however, 
liave  given  the  ne^  Chancellor  credit  for  declining 
a  remote,  improbable,  and  unneceffary  convenience. 
But  had  the  money  already  mifapplied  been  prcferved 

•\  with 
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trith  proper  care  and  ceconoxhy^   Henrietta^ftreet 

itfelf  might  by  this  time  be  porchafed^  and  tbe  pr^ 

fern  ground  form  a  cheap  garden  annexed  thereto* 

The  general  building  was  to  that  period  well  fup^ 

pb'ed  with  moneys  and  exhibited  a  fuifable  appear^ 

ance^  to  the  great,  diiicoment  of  the  TreaTurer^  and 

the  particular  pardfans  of  Chamber^.    But  doriuf^ 

the  late  Cf&ancelior's  life^ '  fiience  and  fubmiffiont 

were  neceflary^      No  foonet  was  that  nobleman 

.muted  to  the  departed  fages  of  the  profeiliony  thaa 

the-  expe&ed  fcfaifin  broke  out,  which  operated  dur- 

•ing  the  Tr<^urer's  exiftence,  and  will  moft  proba> 

tl:ily  delay  each  ftru&ure  for  im  unknown  period  cf 

.time-  ,         . 

Oa  tbe  day  of^  l.prd  kedefdale^s  enrolment  (into* 
«the  Society,  a  youag  gentleman^  in  every  refpeS 
bneKceptionable,  alter  the  elofeft  and  moil  m^iig* 
tiant  (crutiny^  was  poftponedi  in  his  intended  call  to^ 
the  Bar^  for  a  te^oti  unheard  before  in  the  &rid{h 
£mpil'e.'^Obje£l;ed  ^*  That  he  had  been  expelled 
the  VtdvcftfitYi  and  had  been  guilty  of  fedidous 
pra£ti(fes«'^  Thefe  joiiit  reafons  require  a  -fepafate 
confideration^  Univerfity  difdpline  has  no  necef- 
fary  connexion  with  the  Society  of  Eing^s  Innsj  and 
in  that  refpefl  is  intituled  to  no  further  coniideratioa 
thsA  as  an  authentic  record  of  a  weH-regtdated,- 
gravje,  and  reverend  body.  The  caufe  of  ^xpulfion 
is  not  eten  recited  in  that  aft ;  it  may  alfo  occur  for 
an  error  incident  to  youth,  and  affix  upon  the  future 
man  no  poflible  ftain# 

^  ft- 


i'f^^ 


i^  female  compjfiioii  detected  m  Ims  chambers^  oi' 
Im  youtbfiil'qiQrreljt  the  eSe^  of  inooniideracy  and* 
drupkeon^,  xnayl^  to^  and juftifyampcioA from 
College    I  doJiot  mean  to  palliate  tb^  immorality 
of  grawiqg  pi&nhood^  or  the  high-minded  excefe  of 
Iionora^I^  feelings,   by  the  inv^exate  example  of 
malignant  pld^gej  my  obj^£lion  is  to  afieding  foch 
condu^  t>y  a.di^^ropprtipned  and  Rouble  ;puoifh« 
xnent,  or  ftr^g|iie^g  party  venom  aind  .profpe£iiYe 
tyranny  by  the  fatal  pt^cefieat.  The  expulfion  may^ 
however y    be   founded  .on  a.  generoi^s  principle^ 
whence  mild  and  well  mannered  minds  would,  fbre^ 
bode  un(haken  honor  and  public  fpirit.    Suppofe  a 
coUegiac^   at  a  futvire.yiikation,  to , -refute  the.^A: 
^r/a  oathy  or  to  rcinderfit  intelligible-^an  ol^Iigsb^^ 
tipn  to  crim^iate  himjelf  9^  other .  perljo^^ .  by  jdx^ 
pofmg  the  eSufionfof  fqcial  confidence,  and^^rebf 
obtain  throu^  life,  the  name  of  inform^-    Withn 
Qut^  q^qmring  how  many\  eminent  Lawyers  difap-^ 
prove,  of  that  oath,  as  a  remnant  of  clerical  craft,| 
equally  hoftile  to  prefumed  innocence  or  the  com- 
mon law,  what  fenfible  Irifhman  would,  after  fuch 
amotion,,  doubt  the  party's  firmnefs  or  integrity. 

Suppofe  a  Vifitor  or  Provoft  to  interfere  in  art 
eleftion  for  Parliament,  (as  Vifitors  and  Provofts 
hate  done  in  former  times)  and  that  jufl:  indigna- 
tion or  warm  friendlblp  desllt'  unmeafured  abdfe  to 
either  delinqttent — ^lu  a  xj^IIegiate  point  of  view  thid 
condu^  ranks  amon^  the  ffiajord  crimina  /  the  rea- 
der need  not  therefore  dmSbt  expulfion  >yould  be  the 
immediate  confequence  j  or  to  clofe  the  argument, 

had 
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imd  ehe  i&dier  t>f  the  late  Harf  Cl^e  heM  tlic  Ctto^ 
Seal  of  Ireland^  or  an  high  Judicai  office^  when 
that  nobleman  canvaflfed  for'^he  Uhiverfity}  if  a 
duel  was  concaved  neceflarf,  and  a  fktal  event  took 
place,  (a$  the  fathet  of  an  only  fon^  t  can  appfed* 
Irte  the  affliction  of  foch  a  tftan)  how  tnany  itir^ 
touiiding  (ycophsCnts  would  ftiggeft  or  ftpport  \mi 
morfjtl  vengeance  ?  If  diey  recaininended  the  hapf 
lefs  furvfvor  to  bar  hia  entry  into  an  Inn  of  Courts 
£nglifh  Benchers  would  imptite  the  atppficadon  to 
fixed  infanity,  and  probably  exerdfe  tnftant  adivity 
to  obtiin  the  racant  fituatiom 

It  18  my  wifli,  and  fhall  tte  zti  tbcfeafmg  exeftxon^ 
ihat  the  Society  of  Kings's  Inns  mscfi  to  future  ages^ 
exhibit  att  equal  degtee  o1^  wHdom  #ith  thdr  £ng- 
liih  brethreni  and  a  corteij[>ondient  integrity*  I  muft 
therefore  folidt  the  teade^s  pafience  for  the  ftcond 
charge^  or  imputed  guilt  of  feditious  pradites.  Vn^ 
der  a  wdUbalanCed  gorernment,  tins  is  the  Iktc^ 
tary  cant  of  party  j 

'<  Whick  mixes  in  lU  feyenfh  fchcm^s 

**  Credttlitjy  and  dotibti  noft  wild  extremel  i 

<*  Prefents  a  glafs,  wbofc  ditfeteot  ends 

'<  Dcbafe  our  foes,  and  magnify  our  frieadt.'* 

Vfhea  cattied  beycod  the  Qottrts  of  law^  aa  2i^ 
tempt  to  punifli  political  xde^  or  eveier  indiieretioii^ 
muft  be  confidered  ass  treafoii  to  die  true  Qiirit  of 
•wr  Gofiftittttion^  and  tberefort  merits  the  s^eUa* 
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lioh  of  folly  or  villainy  in  the  ddrem'e.    In  fuch  i 
ftaie  of  things,  what  honeft  man  ^K^ould  be  &fe. 

When  Mr.  Pitt  and  Chief  juftke  Mansfield  op- 
i)ofed  ^ch  other  for  Cambridge  Univerfityi  fuch  of 
their  partifans  as  were  either  vulgar  or  iiertaJ^  ban- 
dyed  the  hackneyed  plirafes  of  feditim  or  corruption^ 
and  applied  th^m  to  either  gentlemah  Ha  intereft 
led,  or  malevolence .  fuggeiled.  Did  thefe  afper« 
fions  fix  any  lading  ftai^  upon  eminent  diarkfter, 
vrould  it  warrant  Lincoln's  Inn  Benchers  to  pbftpone 
Mr.  Pitt's  call  in  1781,  becaufe  he  waa  politicallf 
linked  with  the  fedUtious  opponents  (hariher  de£:rip^ 
iions  were'eveil  applied)  of  Lord  North?  Tetthat 
illuflrious  yoiith  bore  a  name  equally  revered  by  the 
Britiih  nation,  and  renieinbered  by  her  foes.  Such 
was,  however,  ah  exhpty  acceiTioh  of  piolitical 
ftrength^  compared  to  his  perfbnal  talents.  Tho 
awful  mantle  bf  paternal  eloquence,  fornti^d  to  heir- 
iooni  in  his  Inheritance^  which  precious  gift  enable^ 
him,  with  the  vigour  of  lightening,  to  melt  corrup-^ 
tion  on  hef  gilded  throne,  or  fpread  diffentiod 
throtlgh  a  maddened  land; 

In  X78ia,  Mr.  Mansfield,  on  a  change  of  admi- 
niftration:  was  Removed  from  the  office  of  Solicitor 
General.  As  there  was  no  reafon  afiigned  for  his 
difmiflal^  brother  Benchers  inay  prcfume  it  for  fedi- 
tious  prafUces^  and  originate  a  trfalignant  party  ded« 
fion  to  that  dreadful  e&£)^.  Names  alike  eminent  for  le- 
gal capacity  and  Hate  talent  are  thus  invoked  to  form  a 
faving  precedent  for  the  growing  hope  of  my  coun*- 

Oo  try  J 
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try  J  VfhM  rhumbly  impldte  fcod^  as  vath  the  laft 
gafp  of  expirixig  xiature,  that  iis  optftretched  and 
almighty  power  naay  ever  uphold  the  legal  genius 
aiid  free  Conftitution  of  Ireland  agtfinft  the  errors 
of  igaotvKef  smd  faypocrify  of  tyrannic  defigns. 

• 

Hiftoric  duty  would'  be;^  however,  fedAy  dit 
charged^  if  the  event  and  motive  which  kd  thereto 
were  not  concifely  explained.  After  a  Term's  in- 
terval, the  young  ^entleman^s  affidavit  accompamed 
'  a  petition  i  he  therein  difclaimed  all  traitoffous  or 
feditious  practices,  and  dialldaged  his  envenomed, 
but  concealed  acciifers^  to  adduce  the  ffigbteft  proofs 
Sonie  Benchers  and  ifiarrifiers  teftified  to  bis  good 
conduct  tod  charader.  Undef  all  the  precoiing 
drcumftances^  and  after  ib  ibiemxi  a  delays  he  was 
admitted  Co  the  ftation  of  Barriften  Bacon  wifely 
^bferves,  that  precedents  whi<eh  blend  various  mat- 
ter, take  deep  root,  and  difpenfe  la/ling  benefit  or 
ihifchief.  The  foregoing  atteaapt  jMurtook  of  that 
complex  csuic^rous  quality ;  k  was  theifefore  requi- 
site that  every  fibre  /houid  be  eradicated  to  complete 
the  cure.  Why  were  Voluntary  affidavits  demanded, 
or  charges  deilitute  of  original  proof  perfevered  in  ? 
Had  fuch  a  fevere  trial  been  exa£l^  ftK>m  John 
Fitz-Gibbbn^  in  what  manner  could  tiiat  refpdOa* 
ble  gentleman  produoe  Proteffant  Vouchers  ?  Edu- 
cation in  a  foreign  college  tvas  a  ftatatable  offence  ; 
its  avowal  would  fabje£)[  the  fkher  and  ion  to  fe- 
vere  difabilities,  whilft  the  fefufal  of  an  affidavit 
might  juftify  partymetl  in  barring  his  entry  to  the 
King's  Innsv    No  z&  fo  fubveriive.  of  legal  liberty 
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kppears  to  hm  been  th^  exp^f^ed ;  fiich  malignant 
pradice  was  referved  for  qiodera  tyranny,  vid  iti 
abandoned  effroatery. 

When  the  ftruggle  terminated  according  to  rnf 
warmeft  wiihes«  I  mentioned  to  the  Tre^furer,  with 
apparent  inditferen/ce,  thi^t  bsrpulfion  from  an  Inn  of 
Coul't  Was  not  unknown;  as  m  the  cafe  of  Sir  Johri 
Davis,  who  wa$  fqr  fucb  condud  bat^fhed  the  Mid« 
die  Temple^  This  concealment  was  decls^fed  to  be 
iinkind^  notwithftandihg  iny  known  defire  that  th^ 
young  gentljcman  fliould  be  admitted.  It  was  even 
added,  no  mentioii  would  be  m^de  of  i(  until  the 
bufinefs  bad  been  oy^i  ai^d  th$n  merely  to  fupport 
interior  authority,  and  infpire  Student^  with  a  fftlu- 
tary  terroh  But  how  wideljr  did  the  cjr€umrtahce4 
differ !  Sir  John*s  outrage  \ira$  in  the  i)ii>ing  Hall, 
in  the  prefence  of  the  Benchers,  without  foliciting^ 
an  explanation,  and  fot  wbijsh  he  obftinately  refufed 
to  make  an  apology. 

• 

There  was  full  proof  of  the  faft,  and  the  amo-^ 
tlon  was  to  bci  continued  only  until  he  made  gentle- 
tnanly  reparation :  the  Englifii  Chancellor  even  per- 
fonally  interfered  to  reftore  general  harmqny — ^fo 
rare  was  infbtence  or  -oppreflion  at  that  period  in 
tnns  of  Goiirt.  His  Lordfliip  nitt  in  his  <  own  time 
a  fuitabie  reward,  by  the  credit  which  a  fubfequent 
patronage  of  Sir  John  attached  to  his  narne ;  and  as 
to  poiterity,  he  is  known  to  them  merely  as  a  Law-. 
yer,   Statefman,   or  Writer,  by  Davis's  immortal 

page.    Methinks  the  preceding,  anecdote  Ihciikl  cau^ 
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The  roasJer.  will  at  this  time  conceive,  that  it  ma|r  bq 
V^ifer  to  efi^iuire  ivh^her  fuph  were  at  all  neccBkry^ 
and  as  t6  th^  tenants  interefts.  That  prudent  moment 
was  pailbd ;  the  Society  funda  rapdly  leffened,  whilft 
the  boundary  towards  Gtaflmaihoge  rpad  pnaccount-. 
ably  arofe  j  nothing  but  the  inability  of  the  Soci- 
ety to  purchafe,  or  ^n  exprefs  determination  to  that 
efTed:,  can  reduce  this  enhancement  to  its  proper 
leveL 

There  was  no  delay  in  the  rtfolve,  for  pn  the  7th 
July^  1804,  "  The  Cdmoiittee  r^orted  that  the 
plan  joid  down  includes  ground  of  which  the  Soci- 
ety  is  not  feized  or  poHefTed,  and  do  not  recom- 
piend  the  Society  to  purchafe  it,  but  to  Uy  out  fq 
much  pf  the  ground  as  is  convenient  according 
thereto,  and  giv^  nptipe  tp  perfons  willing  to  build 
conformably  to  faid  plan  and  elevatioii,  to  be  pre^ 
pared  by  Mr*  Gandon/'  Such  was  the  refult  fub« 
niitted  by  the  Committee,  and  acceded  to  by  the 
meeting.  In  thp  year  ;794>  the  Treafurer's  archi* 
teftural  defigns  were  offered,  copfidered,  approved, 
and  fufpended  in  four  fhort  months.  The  reader 
will  not  find  a  fimilar  expedition  exercifed  to  effec- 
tuate the  preceding  order.  Meantime  near  ten 
thoufand  poinds  for  rent  an<}  collateral  e^pences  aD- 
fended  the  ground^ 

Howeyer,  the  Chamber  party  was.preferved  in 
high  fpirits  and  good  humour  j  for  though  the  fum- 
iner  wa^  fpent  in  inaftion,  the  fubjeft  was  refumed 
ot^  the  firil  meeting  aft^r  long  vacation,  and  on  the 
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6th  November,  1802,  "  Enquiry  was  made  whfe- 
iher  Mr.  Gandon  furnifiied  to  the  Treafui*er,  for 
the  ufe  of  the  Society,  fuch  ptans,  elevations^  and;, 
jfeftions,  for  building  Chambers,  with  notice  for  him 
io  bring  in  the  feme.*'  The  IVeafurer  was  well  ao 
quainted  with  my  opinion  as  to  the  motives  which ' 
generally  lead  to,  and  the  eiFefts  which  always  at<P 
tend  ill-confidered  reform.  Neither  power,  friend- 
ihip,  nor  feltintereft,  controled  my  avowed  condem- 
nation  of  every  innovation  fufoverfive  of  our  con^ 
nexion  with  the  fifler  kingdom^  or  rei^ft  for  its  le« 
^  body. 

The  ancient  and  undoubted  right  of  jEnglifli  Bar* 
pfters  to  be  csdied  to  a  fimilar  rank  in  this  kingdom^* 
was  founded  on  immemorial  ufage  and  exifting  rules 
of  our  Society.  3uch  privilege  was  covertly  fe« 
pealed  by  the  ill-confidered  Statute  of  178a,  whic^^ 
created  the  new<>fangled  pofition  of  St\jidents  in  Ire- 
land. The  King^s  Inns  Society  was  a  moil  honora* 
ble  but  voluntary  afTociatjon  for  IriQi  PrafHcers} 
\)\it  without  any.  defign  or  authority  to  prepare  youth 
for  legal  rank  or  profeffional  ftation.  If  a  luftjpi^. 
lucre,  patronage,  or  dominjon,  be  not  referred  tq 
as  the  caufe  of  fuch  innovation,  no  other  obje^ 
pn  appear,  fave  an  a^eded  independence^  or  inf- 
fended  feparation  from  England. 

Iriflj  attendance  at  Englifli  Inns  of  Court  waj 
^ftablifhed  by  the  earliell  cuftom  of  our  Law,  and  the 
^onne^^ion  of  both  iilands  thereby  confirmed.  Thus, 
Tudor^^  Statute  was  not  the  ena^ment  of  a  novelty, 

but 
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but  ^  declaration  of  ancient  and  exifting.  Law.  Tb« 
pame  of  Lord  wa^'  altered  tp  thstt  pf  King  Qt  IfCr 
land,  and  merely  rpcbgnifed  the  antec^ent  ties  of 
allegiaxice.  With  a  fimil^r  yiejv,  Students  who  ha4 
J)een  reiiant  for  years  at  Englifti  Inns,  had  an  exchi- 
five  right  to '  praftice  at,  qr  be  called  to,  the  Iriih 
Bar. 

Alajefty  itfelf  \7a8  precluded  from  direding  any 
other  approach,  or  preventing,  under  proper  qua- 
lifications, the  fubje£^'$  inalienable  privilege*  The 
new  rules  were  formed  without  any  chartered  or 
flatute  authority,  and  merited  reprobation  as  equally 
hoftile  to  Prerogafive,  Liberty,  aiid  Law*  Twq  or 
three  EnglifH  Barrifters  did  not  tpeet  an  inftant  call, 
and  were  too  indignant  to  folicit  as  a  favour,  what 
w^  a  known  hereditary  right,  THuch  1^  to  ^lould 
themfelyes  into  the  habit  of  Students.  In  this  man- 
ner the  queiliop  wa^  calj^ed  of,  but  never  met  a  re« 
gular  difcuflioQ  or  vote*  My  view  of  the  fubjeQ:. 
yt^as  uniform  and  unfading ;  a  moment  alfo  ap- 
proached, when  Law  and  Judice  were  liKely  to  be 
yecognifed. 

Lord  Redeiijale^s  nephe^  wa$  aq  Englifli  Barrif: 
^er,  and  on  his  removal  to  this  kingdom,  very 
juflly  expeclied  2^nd  glaiined  ^n  immediate  call  to  th<; 
Iriih  Bar-  On  the  ufual  day,  to  the  complete  and 
praife  worthy  fubv^rdon  of  a  criminal  inpovatipn^ 
without  any  refer^ncp  or  poftpbnem0nt,  bis  Englilh 
Situation  met  prpper  refpe^  and  pndifputed 
admiffion.  This  meafufq  fulfilled  pay  preced- 
ing 
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log  prlvat^  efforts;  far  from  fullying  t\^t  inde- 
p^dence  of  Ireland,  frocuJ  abfit  infamiq,  this  Work 
iipholds  national  ftatute  law,  hereditary  cuftom, 
and  ufeful  pradic^.  Opponents  can  only  defend 
exifting  innovation  by  an  abandonment  of  the  pre- 
ceding falu^ary  provifions.  The  confeqnences  to 
the  conne^on  of  both  kingdoms  are  alfo  alarming 
-whether  an  exploded  Charter  be  reviewed,  or  ouf 
pr^fent  pofition  confidered. 

• 

A  writer  who  feels  more  for  permanent  perfqnal 
dignity,  p^  (he  public  good,  tha^  tranfiept  popular 
approbation,  or  the  protecting  faille  of  power,  mull 
often  apprQve  of  a  meafure,  and  yet  withhold  a  fi- 
milar  teflimony  from  }t^  fupporters.  In  (he  preced- 
ing inflpce  known  cpnnexion  (moothed  the  way ; 
for  had  the  Iriih  Chancellor  been  an  importation  of 
infefior  rank,  or  did  the  Bn'tifh  Cabinet,  as  Jn  forr 
vier  times  J  tranfport  a  blemijhed  Prailicer  or  broker^ 
^apjier  to  fill  that  high  and  venerable  fituation. 
King's  Inns  Hiftory  aifures  us,  tl^at  the  follower 
ivould  meet  a  readv  reception^ 

Two  gentlemen  have  fmce  been  ^dmitted  without 
^ny  attendance,  as  Students  at  the  King's  Inns. 
1  hough  in  the  laft  inft?mce  the  foil  expence  of  fuch 
admiflion  was  fuperadded,  the  amendment  of  thq 
prefumed  prohibition  forms  a  pleafing  omen  of  ufeful 
jilteratiohs  in  internal  concerns.  l(hfi  Benph  may 
be  deemed  inadive,  but  not  vicious,  whilft  vanity 
and  intereft  exhaufted  the  ingenuity  of  a  few  in  a 
lu(t  for  dominion,  maiked  under  a  fpirit  of  reform, 

US 
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I^et  the  habitual  dignity,  integrity,  and  wifdom  of 
legal  Prafticers  openly  arid  firmly  unite :  our  Society 
will  then  affimilate  to  EngBfll  Inns  oi  Court  in  popu- 
larity and  merited  rclpeft.  Thefe  obfervatfons  pre- 
pede,  with  peculiar  aptitude,  afit^gular  anduilwarrantr 
ed  change,  equally  variant  from  acknowledged  an- ' 
pent  ufage,  or  cflfabliflied  modern  praftice* 

The  public  mind  cannot  be  better  prepared  for  a- 
.  calm  confideration  of  the  important  fubjeft,  than 
by  a  recital  of  the  memorial  from  the  refident  Atr 
tprtiies  of  Cork  :  f^  It  ftates  Cork  to  be  a  city  opu- 
lent, commercial,  and  populous.  That  there 
;ire  generally  thirty  refident  Attotnies,  who  are  aff 
iadmitted  of  the  Superiour  Courts;  th^  greater 
Aumber  of  ivhom  ferved  apprenticefhlps  to  Attor- 
xiies  refident  in  Cork.  That  thej-^  is  a  Court  of  Re- 
cord which  fits  once  a  veek,  the  jarifdiftion  of 
ivhich  is  unlimited  in  perfonal  aftipns.  That  Quar- 
ter Seflions  fit  to  try  mifdemefnors  weekly^  whereby 
apprentices  have  an  opportunity  of  practical  im- 
provement in  civil  atld  criminal  bufitiefs*  That 
much  conveyancing  is  done  in  the  City  of  Cork, 
which  they  go  through  with  the  affiftance  of  their 
apprentices,  but  except  refident  Attornies  are  per- 
mitted to  take  apprentices,  it  will  be  impoiiible  fg 
todo.'* 

Were  there  no  other  objeft  in  detailmg.the  pre. 
ceding  authentic  voucher,  than  exhibiting  to  the 
Britifh  reader  that  jufiice  is  adminiflered  in  an  em^ 
porium  of  Irifli  trade,  with  9,  regularity  and  prompt 
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titude  equal  to  the  extent  ^nd  importance  of  its  conr 
cerns,  it  would  recjuire  no  apology :  but  four  year^ 
hare  elapicd,  and  yet  the  bufinefs  hangs  undecided  \ 
no  appreiiiices  c^n  Be  taken  by  Cork  refidents, 
whereby  that  ancient  city  may  be  faid  to  lye  in  a  ftate 
of  legal  blockade.  J^et  us  now  calmly  enquire  how 
this  matter  flood  in  ancient  time ;  next,  its  poiltioa 
under  King's  Inns  authority ;  and  laftly,  the  fettle- 
menc  by  that  body  fince  the  ye^r  1789. 

I  have  pcrufed  the  entries  on  the  revital  in  1607^ 
at  which  time  Barrifters  and  Attomies  aie  defcribe4 
by  their  places  of  refidcncc.  Not  a  fingle  Attorney 
appears  froni  Cork  a$  enrolling  his  name  in  thef 
King's  Inns,  nor  evcti  through  the  entii*e  reign  of 
James  I.  except  onp  gentleman  of  ancreht  and  ref- 
pcftable  family  in  that  diftrift,  g  Mr.  Tbmas  Goold^ 
The  reader  tb^iII  hardly  belieye,  that  no  fuch  order 
of  men  exifted  as  Cork  Attornies  in  the  reigns  of 
flifabcth  or  James.  The  Prefidency  Court  of  Mun-. 
fter  w?is  th^n  held  in  that  city,  though  occafionally 
adjourned  to  Waterford  o,r  Limericl^ ;  ij  was  even 
moved,  upon  esftraordinary  calls  onljf,  into  Kerry 
pr  the  Palatinate  of  Qrmond^ 

The  wealth  of  that  diftrift  has,  from  t|me  imme- 
morial,  uniformly  flowed  from  a  fertile  foil,  unaided 
by  manufafturing  induftry;  whilft  Conaught  trod 
clofe  on  its  heels  from  limilar  aptitude  of  ground^ 
and  famous  harbours ;  a  provincial  l^gal  eftablifli- 
ment  marked  the  latter  province.  The  King's  Inns 
does  not  enroll  a  finale  Conaught  Attorney  during 
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the  reign  of  James.  Conflant  and  mofi:  important 
appeals  were,  however,  brought  to  the  capital  from 
Prefidency  Courts,  and  certainly  managed,  in  the 
Attorney  line,  by  an  union  of  proyiqciai  Prafticers 
with  refident  brethrjsn  in  Dublin* 

Cfiftlje  fpheme?,  or  perverted  pvicrogative,  afforded 
a  quick  fucceflion  of  landed  fuits,  and  eminent  Bar* 
riders  were  thus  ammated  by  ambition  and  lucie  to 
improve,  with  all  poffible  perfection,  legal  talents. 
The  trad^  of  Ireland  almpft  entirely  confided  of 
Southern  exports,  and  fupplied  no  (mail  number  of 
legal  contefts.  Is  there  any  furt^r  proof  neceflary 
i^f  refideQt  PraCticers  who  never  moved  in  profef- 
fional  purfuits  from  thefe  remote  provinces  ?  Thf 
remainder  of  Ireland  was  in  ^  di^erent  pofition  both 
as  to  Trade  and  Law.  Leinfter,  dpftitute  of  any  ca<« 
paciops  port|  merely  f\ipplied  the  capital  or  tlie  neigh- 
bouring iiland ;  w|iilil  Ul|ler  added  to  comparative 
barrennefs  6f  foil  every  hoffor  incident  to  an  un- 
fettled  government,  or  f ecent  theatre  of  civil  war. 
f  hi;s,  Commerce  ^d  Law  generate  and  protect 
each  other  j  by  their  united  force  a  thriving  manu« 
fafture  has  elevated  the  northern  part  to  a  level  with 
Leinfler,  and  rivalled  the  natural  advantages  of  the 
fouthern  or  \f  eftern  frontiert 

The  focial  efieft  of  trade  extends  a  peculiar  inte* 
rpft,  but  combines  therewith  national  wealth  and 
the  happincfs  of  mankind.  As  the  fubjeft  is  clofdj 
linked  vdth  the  growing  greatnefs  of  Ireland,  truth 
^jinds  me  to  affirm,  that  no  country  has  a  greater 

variety 
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VEtiety  ef  urtfexplored  or  extcnfiv6  materials  for  per- 
manent and  progtcfllve  opulence  or  ftrength.'  L^t  a 
^Ikical  Archyn&edesl  fnould  inch  machinery  to  State 
purpofe,  and  the  countty  vrill  afford  a  wide  field  for 
diverfified  indtiftry^  ifj  giving  food  or  raiment  tof 
diftant  nations,  s^nd  receiving  in  return  eflential  com- 
forts Qr  innocent  l)ixuries.  Under  exifting  circum- 
Aances  or  imagined  improvement5  Cork,  from  its 
fituatipn  and  furroundiqg  territory,  muft  take  a  lead 
in  any  approaching  danger  of  inv^^fion,  or  arrange^ 
meat  of  imperial  defence* 

A  difinfion  of  l<sgai.  knowledge  has  been  ever  felt 

in  the  prdvince  of  Munfter,  and  with  peculiar  ener-^ 

gy  at  its  bead  quarters,  .or  capital  town*    Refident 

Attornies  have  therefore  from  the  acceffion  of  James 

I.  received  and  inftruded  apprentices^  who  ^ter- 

i^rard^  became  Praftieers,  alike  eminent  for  profef- 

fiond  talent  amd  perfonal  integrity.     Two  ChanceU 

lors  of  Ireland  were  natives  of  that  country ;  men 

oppofed  to  each  other  in  ambitious  purfuits,   and 

eager  to  give  added  nerves  to  King's  Inns  authority* 

Did  not  a  century  fucceeding  the  revolution  juftify 

adherence  to  the  eft^^blifhed  fy ftem  ?  ^ 

Until  the  famous  Chatter  of  1792,  no  innova- 
tion upon  this  point  was  looked  for  or  estpedted^ 
Did  the  nobility^  clergy,  and  landed  or  commer« 
cial  intereft  of  that  dtftrid  make  any  complaint  a$ 
to  legal  abufes  or  the  comparative  inferiority  of  refi- 
dent Cork  Attornies?  Was  it  not  the  conilant  cuf- 
tom  for  gentlemen  pi  that  profeflion  to  refide  occa- 

fio'nally 
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iion^ily  in  either  city,  and  appoint  perfons  living  iri 
Dubib  t6  attend  office  bufinefs  ?  Does  not  a  fimilar 
practice  prevail  throilgh  the  fiftef  kingdom  ?  And 
who  can  juAifiably  arraign  the  good  fenfe  of  Eng^ 
Hflimen,  or  the  purity  of  theii"  legal  fyftcm  ?  When 
the  Benchers  cohfented  to  a  repeal  of  the  reprobated 
'Charter,  and  thereby  prevented  the  Barrifters*  peti- 
tion from  being  prefented  to  F'arliament,  was  there 
any  referve  as  to  the  ne^  rules  or  admiffion  that 
abufes  crept  into  Iriih  praftice,   which  called  for 
king's  Inns  Management  of  control  ?    But  it  is  ob^ 
fervable^  that  even  during  the  exiflence  of  that  ar- 
bitrary power,  and  when  the  framerS  conceived  the 
fyftem  fuccefsfiiUy  braving  profei&bnal  reMance  and 
public  indignaddn,  a  Committee  qf  Benchers  was 
authorifed  to  confer  feparately  with  a  Committee  of 
Bahifters  and  Attoi^nies  concerning  fi^ch  rules  for 
the  better  govet'nmetit  of  the  Society  a$  relate  td 
thefe  refpeiftive  profeflions.     Such,  were  the  fenti« 
inents  of  a  ruling  faction  in  the  plenittide  of  ima« 
gined  defpotifin^ 

When  that  fabric  was  den!oK£(ied  by  proleffionat 
zele  and  parliamentary  wifdom^  did  the  corrected 
•  and  humbled  planners  aflume  moderation  or  inafti- 
tity  from  recent  defeat  ?  The  reader  will  feel  a  fur- 
prife  fuited  to  King's  Inns  incidents,  when  it  appears 
that  abandoning  or  forgetting  the  communion  of  a 
Bench^  Committee  with  Barrifters  or  Attornies,  tfae 
prefent  rules  originated  without  order,  ^ere  reported 
on  the  2ift  of  November,  and  on  the  5th  of  De* 
cember,  i  ^93,  confirmed  by  a  council  of  ten  Mem^ 

bers. 
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ien.    On  this  Jingulat",  tontradiSloryy  atid  eccentric 
pofttion  dp  the  fubfequenjt  proceedings  hang. 

Cork  Attofnies  nxajr  calmly  fubmit  to  the  national 
liunailiation,  and  not  dare  to  enqiiire  who  tvcre  their 
particular  oppreffors.  But  new  rvile^  did  oot  merelj 
affeft  perfonal  independence  or  pride  of  charafter  | 
they  flruck  at  pi-ofeflSonal  confcqnence  and  intefeft* 
It  was  meanly  imagined  that  Dublia  Ptaaicers 
would  feel  a  partial  pleafure  by  the  eiclufion  of 
Cork  refidents  i  that,  however,  was  iiot  the  cafe : 
sx  no  period  did  the  general  condiift  of  all  Pra^i- 
£ers  naerit  more  public  efte«m  than  by-  this  mdifpor 
iition  to  accept  the  benefit  of  fervility,  A%  a  pretniunit 
for  confenring  tb  the  depreffion  of  brethren  in  pro^ 
feflion.  Ufurpation,  though  deftitute  of  collateral 
fupport,  enforced  thp  noyel  defign. 

j&ri  obftrufiioti  as  to  apprentices  was  introduced 
i;eith  fingular  aftitity,  and  perfevered  in  with  un- 
tendipg  obftinacy.  Two  moft  refpeflable  refidents 
.of  Cork  applied  undef  fuch  an  avowal  for  permif- 
fion,  according  to  the  nete  rules,  to  take  apprea<- 
lices.  Thus,  King's  inns  ambition  or  avarice  were 
equally  latisfied ;  the  former  by  this  tame  fubmiffiort 
to  a  fingular  innovation,  and  the  latter  by  a  ready 
acquiefceace  in  the  parties  to  official  taxation^  The 
deader  will  pleafe  to  underftand^  that  the  young 
gentlemen  were  to  be  fof  two  years  of  their  appren* 
ticefhip  attending  Terms  in  Dublin,  Under  the  eye 
of  their  mafterSj  or  the  partners  of  thofe  Prafticers,; 
Indeed  the  parents  or  guardians  would  demand  and 

expect 
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expeft  fuck  a  tneafuti  trlthout  any  Exertion  or  aii 
fumpdon  of  King's  Inns  authority;  and  fatisfied 
therewith,  had  full  reliance  that  the  remaining  pe« 
tiod  of  apprefnticefliip  muft  be  as  u&fully  ipent  ini 
Corky  with  refped  to  profeiSonal  es|>erience5  gta* 
tlemanly  ftianners^  ot  moral  chara£ler» 

• 

The  meafure  was  folemnly  debated  in  an  ex* 
iremely  full  Council,^  and  after  a  pad^nt  hearing  of 

aU 


*  This  queftion  would  not  have  originated,  produced  ao^ 
difcoffion*  or  at  all  events  hang  undetermined,  if  Lord  Carle- 
ton  (the  Recorder  of  Cork)  held  his  judicial  ftation,  or  coati- 
noed  to  refide  in  Ireland.  I  have  abftained  from  official  compli- 
nients;  for  what  has  been  mentioned  of  the  Iri/h  Chancellor* 
Mailer  oF  the  Rolls,  or  Mr.  Fletcher,  arole  from  previous  in^ 
tercourfe  and  folemn  conviction.  As  to  prefent  chandler,  if 
elevation  alters  or  debafes  their  conduct,  an  incitement  to  virtue 
Becomes  only  an  added  reproach^  -whilft  ^e  national  interdl  is 
certainly  the'  prime  object  o^  my  purfuit.  Abfence  however, 
like  death,  confecrates  connexion;  therefore  the  langu^e  of 
truth,  anddidlates  of  fri^ndfliijp,  mlift  not  meltibeneath  the  pref- 
fure  of  caibtious  redraint.  A  lOf^gi  and«  let  me  add,  nnime- 
nipted  acqiiaintailce  ¥^th  Lord  Carletbti  enables  me  to  appreci- 
ate his  public  and  private  charad^r  with  tolerable  precifioo. 
The  profeiiional  walk  of  a  Barrider  merits  only  obfervation, 
when  fuch  perfon  has  n<;ver  afcended  a  judicial  feat,  where  an 
independent  fituation  frees  rfie  maA  from  any  neceffary  duplicity 
Or  difguife.  If  induRiy  joined  to  talent,  a  fpirit  of  joftice  tem- 
pered with  lAjldneft,  and  gentlemanly  manhcrs'  djgnifyii^  both, 
form  anupdiQ>utedclaim.torefped,  the  late  Chief  Juilice  of 
6ur  Common  Pleas  is  full^  intituled  thereto.  He  quitted  this 
country  to  the  general  regret  of  Icjgal  PraCticers,  and  without 
leaving  a  (ingle  perfonal  enemy  among  its  hoftile  parties.  Sucii 
ii  the  final  triumph  of  cont6t  tamper  and  condu^  even  amid  die 
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all  its  dpponents^  cktermined  updn  vKth  ainiofl;  una^ 
Itimous  conftmt.  la  ordinary  focieties  this  point 
would  be  confidered  fettled ;  but  in  a  £ige  aod  ia« 
pient  conclave,  fecure  from  precipitate  9^  tjnprb« 
Vakcd  revocation*  New-fangled  power  and  irre* 
fponfible  authority  w^re  confined  within  fuch  limits ; 
hiatters  went  on  in  the  new  but  acjuiowledged  man- 
ner from  May  1795  to  Jun^  iffoa*  Time  was  con- 
iecrating  the  acquiefcence  of  the  fotnier  body,  and 
the  authority  of  the  latter  began  to  ripen  into  ufage^ 
when  lo !  an  uiie3q>e^ed  oppofition  gairl^  ground.^ 
€>n  the  ajth  June,  i8oa,  a  gentteman  Tefident  in* 
that  city  applied  for  leave  to  tak^  an  apprentice,  but 
the  meafure  was  poftpbned  without  any  affignable 
caufe,  as  the  entry  terms  it,  until  the  rules  by  thei 
Bench  thereon  be  examined^ 

Eing^s  Inns  malignaqt  craft,  and  profcnptive  ty« 
ranny  dould.  alone  fuggeft  a  novelty  fo' unexampled, 

P  p  and 

*    *  * 

l>uftle  pf  political  and  judicial  condu^.  But  his  Lord/hip  is  not 
led  to  Ireland  dr  the  Empire ;  fenatorial  fituation  enables  him 
to  continue  thofe  fervices  which  every  man  owes  to  his  country.; 
and  profefllonal  talents  have  an  exalted  and'  mod  iifeful  exercife 
In  the  difcuflidn  of  Irifh  appeals.     Engli/li  Judges,  however  ho^ 

r 

Bed  and  learned,  (qualities  which  they  moH  certainly  poiTefs) 
mud  ofccn  find  it  neceiTary  to  attend  tp  an  Irift  legal  condruc* 
tion  upon  particular  fubjecks.  Their  Coutt  of  King's  Bench  has 
for  ages  adopted  that  falutary  maxim 4  even  the  local  equity  of 
Ireland  has  been  fometimes  Hiook^  and  property  irregularly  di- 
veded  by  inattention  thereto  in  the  Englifh  Supreme  Court  of 
Appeal.  The  purity  of  that  auguft  aflcmbly  I  acknowledge  and 
X^vere,  therefore  only  add,  that  a  Peer  bred  in  Iriili  Courts 
mud,  in  fuch  cafes,  materially  aid  or  fug^^d  accurate  and  tn^ 
lightened  deciiionsc 
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and  a  delay  fo'  abfurd.  A  clofe  review  of  ftatataible 
acuthority  and  Common  Law  principles  combines 
with  a  &H  recoUedioh  of  Bench  entries  from  thdrevf- 
val  ht  1 607^  when  I  affirm,  that *no  pf  evions  precedent 
warranted  the  reftndnt  or  innovation  of  1795.  This 
{tream  of  information  was  not,  however,  neceffaiy 
to  fortify  memory,  or  gtiide  judgment  to  a  proper 
decifion.'  The  King'i  Inns  page^  alike  eminent  for 
liegligence  or  furpMage^  fornifhed  a  full  and  reeent 
regulation.  In  May  1795^  two  refident  Attonues 
of  Cork  were  admitted  to  take  apprentices.  Mark 
tfie  words  of  the  Bench  Order :  "  Tljougb  tbey  d$ 
Mi  r^de  in  D^lin?^ 

Eart  Chatham',  ahd  Mr.  George  Grenville,  quoted 
the  fame  Statute  to  fupport  and  abolifh  that  Stamp 
A£t  which  taxed  America ;  it  will  require  equal  ta« 
knts  in  the  abettors  of  the  preceding  attack  to  tx* 
tra£t  fimilar  principles  from  the  fladied  contradic- 
tion of  modern  orders.  If  folemn  caution  and  aw* 
ful  delay  exhibit  proofs  of  fixed  integrity  or  profef- 
ficnal  wifddmy  this  nleafore  affords  a  fuffident  ex* 
ample  i  for  a  further  pbftponement  took  place.  On 
the  24th  of  January,  1803,  tTie  Aibjeft  again  ap- 
pears.  Was  it  determined  ?  No  fuch  thing.-  With  a 
fpirii:  not  ill  fuited  to  a  German  dyet^  the  natter  was 
referred  to  five  Benchers.  That  Committee  have 
hot  to  this  hour  made  a  report ;  the  preceding  ftate- 
ment  may  therefore  direS  the  judgment  of  honclt 
and  honorable  men* 

Oeneral 


^  General  principles  can  be  ftrerigtheried  By  a  par* 
hcular  example,  and  the  worth  of  refident.Cork 
Attornies  meafured  under  that  impar-tial  ftsUldardi 
A  more  -eniinent  Attorney,  or  acconlpliflied  Clerk 
of  the  Crown  cannot  be  reViri^ed^  aniortg  the  hal- 
lowed dead,  than  Thomas  Chatterton.  Me  may  be 
prefented  as  an  official  pkttern  in  eithei*  department, 
for  profeilional  *  fkill,  imblemifli^d  integrity,  and 
perfonal  politenefs.  Hiftoric  truth  is  hot  in  this  m^ 
ftance  facrificed  to  feelings  of  friendfhip,  and  the 
tomb  which  has  clofed  upon  his  perfon  enat^s  me  to 
record  diftinguifhed  worth  without  animpTOlion  ot 
flattery.  -        '' 

The  reader  can  eafily  fee,  in  liumerous  inftanciei^ 
ihat  the  provincial  charafter  of  Munfter,  in  ouf 
lime,  upholds  its  hereditary  name  for  Law  and 
Learnings  for  Genius  aAd  Courage*  The  preceding 
fcorreft  ftatement  will  be  (I  thiftj  fvifficient  to  proi 
teft  refpeftabW  legal  Prifticers  fftoni  kn  unwarranted 
ftigma,  and  continue  td  a  powerful,  bplilent,  loyal 
imd  enlightened  diftrift  its  cuftomary  convenience; 
Four  years  have,  howevfer,  elapfed  fiiice  that  hafty 
fufpenfion  took  place,  which  I  have  fhewri  not  to  be 
more  variant  from  ancient  and  approved  praftice; 
than  from  a  modern,  well-confidered^  and  exifling 
brder. 

A  moraehtai^  infpedlion  of  the  King's  Inns  Rule 
book  will  hot  merely  jiiftify,  but  enforce  from  men 
of  honor  a  report  in  favour  of  the  Cork  Attornies* 
JMhxutenefs  is  eiccufable  upon  this  important  ftiibjeAi 

P  p  2  iu 
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in  which  ptirfott  patribt ifm  combifies  with  gradtudai 
My  profeffional  exertions  were  firfl:  known  or  en- 
courted  by  the  people  6f  Cork  /  nor  am  I  more  con** 
nefted  with  them  by  corporate  freedom  than  per* 
fonal  feelings^  The  legal  Prafticers  of  that  dty  re?- 
femble  th^  great  body  of  its  inhabitants  *,  they  are 
as  refpe£]table  as  any  fuch  clafs  of  men  in  the  Bri- 
tiih  Empire,  and  highly  intituled  to  King's  Inns  en- 
r^Iniem  and  prote^on. 

Did  not  accident  dictate  the  propffety  of  prefent- 
fog  ibiwnterruption  to  acknowledged  and  hereditary 
prafMce,  as  the  lafl  rule  of  that  fort  which  ftains 
this  nK^dern  book  of  entries^  its  intrinfic  weight 
would  jullify  fuch  cohclufion^  For  what  can  be 
fnore  extraordinary  than  all  the  circuinftances  which 
accompany  it  ?  Four  years  elapfe^  and  no  rqwrt— * 
9l  great  didri^  is  legally  profcHbed,  not  merely 
wkhottt  any  feundation,  but  ia  defpite  of  an  exit- 
ing, ^nrefcinded,  modem  ordef.  If  Kang^s  Inns 
tules  had  been  publiihed^  maHgnity  could  not  f^g*^ 
geft  the  attempt,  nor  fecret  inflttence  enforce  it. 
From  that"  moment  no  material  novelty  occur? 
either  of  afFedcd  external  regulation,  or  real  inters 
Hal  controL 

Enough,  however,  has  appeared  to  ronfe  gene« 
Tal  enquiry,  direft  fuitable  caution^  and  confirm  le* 
gal  Prafticers  in  a  fober  fteady  purfm't  of  fixed  in- 
dependent eftablijhment.  For  that  purpofe  I  have, 
not  dra^n  the  reader^s  attention  from  Society  con« 
cerns  by  an  hiftwi^  commentary^  nor  ioterefted  his 

pafiioQs 
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paflions  by  the  iiitrodudion  df  su^y  individual  as  the 
particular  framer  of  the  preceding  fingular  fcenery. 
The  prefent  page  leaves  t^at  legal  problem  to  public 
tronjeAure  and  perfonal  refeaxcb,  but  wh^t  is  mate* 
rial  to  the  intercft  of  empire  or  the  honor  of  Irift*. 
men^  has  been  faithfully  pourtrayed.  This  fuUilate. 
ment  may  lead  to  calm  profeljional  diCcuflion^  and 
preveht  party  influence  or  private  regards  from  ob- 
taining an  improper  afcendancy.  A  detail  of  the 
laft  three  years  would  obftruft  that  defign,  though 
many  movements  of  the  penchers  within  the  Sopi* 
cty,  and  legal  body  at  the  Four  Courts^,  Jtave  been 
eccentric^*  original,  and  interefting,  Thefe  inci<- 
deists  (Claim  equal  attention  with  more  ancient  times ; 

but  fuch  defcription  fhall,   when  further  materials 

'  ,  •     •  •    ■       . 

fccur^  form  a  fujpplement  to  tbi;  ^iftory. 

As  I  have  drawn  to  a  conclufion  of  extrads  from, 
0r  comments  on  the  entries  and  Penchers  orders, 
the  reader  (hall  have  my  opinion  upon  t;hat  fmgular 
compilation,  for  the  Society  ought  to  be  benefitted 
by  a  regular  publication  of  exifting  rules ;  fuch  has 
been  the  mode  adopted  in  Englifli  Inijs  of  Court, 
jmd  t)ugdale  in  thajt  branch  of  refearch  merits  the 
name  of  their  hiflorian.  Nothing  could  heretofore 
iroufe  Irifli  Benchers  to  a  ;manly  rivalry  or  generojjs 
imitation  ;  by  that  negled  many  documents,  which 
time  would  render  valuable,  have  periflied  for  want 
pf  care,  or  through  defign. 

Where  the  interior  authority  of  th6  legal  Society 
^^ppointed  m^  refearch,  the  recoUe^on  of  gene- 
ra! 
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ral  reading,  or  collateral  props  of  parliamentary  and 
•  juridical  records  fupplied  that  defed.  Thus,  the^ 
bed  grpunded  part  of  this  compilation  is  entirely 
unindebted  to  the  induftry  of  the  King's  Jnm  Sq.- 
fiety,  or  any  of  its  Members*  3ucc^dipg  times 
piay,  however,  profit  by  preceding  defcfts,*  an4 
|h^  King's  Inns  Treafury  be  equally  refpefked  foy 

official 


f  When  Lord  Chancellor  Ponfonbj  obcdned  a  filk  gown,  aii 
ficcidenc  arofe  which  led  to  the  following  attempt,  fo  charader- 
iftic  of  that  troubled  Irifh  period,  and  its  proje6led  party  move- 
tnents :  He  was  ek^ed  a  Bencher,  in  the  ufual  courfe,  on  be- 
ing appointed  King's  Counfel ;  yet  fucb  was  the  pegligence  of 
King^  Inns  entries,  that  hi$  name,  as  foch,  does  no|  ^fpe^r 
upon  the  books.  The  Treafure^'s  rcfearch  equalled  this  (tetcc- 
tion,  who  reported  it  to  the  Cliancellor,  and  told  me  with  appa- 
rent exultation,  that»Mr.  Ponfonby's  bencherfhip  hung  on  thefr 
pieafure,  but  at  the  fame  time  added,  that  it  fiieukl  pot  be  en- 
forced for  apy  ^iffer^iice  (n  polipcal  opinions.  I  cautiboed  the 
Treafurer  againft  a  circulatipu  of  fuch  an  imagined  party  mar 
ncEUvre,  as  it  muft  lead  to  a  parliamentary  review  of  the  Soci- 
cty,  Pofliblya  pliant  fen'ate  may  decline  the  difcuflTion;  but  fuch 
refufal  would  operate  like  an  feleftric  fpark  upon  the  Prefs,  and 
roufe  the  upit^d  powers  of  Caw,  Satire  and  'Eloquence',  to  vin- 
dicate a  glaring  wrong,  which  ftr\^ggle  might  alfg  weaken  or 
change  his  iituation.  Cerberus  could  not  be  more  eafily  charmed 
into  fomnolence  j  for  whenever  partifans  rtfumcd  the  fubjed, 
the  Treafurer  warmly  declared,  that  a  clerk's  negligence  ihould 
not  deprive  any  Member  of  a  known  right,  or  operate  againft 
$in  hereditary  pra^ice*  My  political  and  perfonal  attachinent  to 
the  prefent  Chancellor  poflibly  injured  the  §oqiety  more  than 
20,0001. ;  for  the  interior  of  the  Kyig's  Inns  would  be  then  in- 
(lantly  exhibited  tt)  the  Britidi  Emjpire  j  but  the  Ubour  of  this 
lengthened  compilation'  may  operate  as  a  penance  fpr  that  wej) 
intentipned  miftake^         '  '  '        '' 
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/•ffidal  accuracy^  fin^d^  iutegrity^  aod  gentry  ar« 
rangement* 

In  the  latter  eflential  quality  truth  obKges  me  to* 
affirgi  the  preceding  book  to  be  ei^tremely  defedive ; 
its  entries  feem  to  be  the  vacation  e^ercifes  of  their 
venerable  author^  narrowed  and  amplified  as  me^ 
xnory  ferved,  or  inclination  and  Iqfyre  d^reded ;  ma- 
ny 9re  therefore  totally  omitted.  ^In  this  inftance  I 
will  treat  the  rgader  as  profeflional  duty  would  bind 
lue  towafds  an  enlightened  Judge ;  one  proof  ihall 
be  adduced,  cpncife^,  afpofite,  and  authentic.  There 
is  no  entry  from  the  31ft  of  January^  ^79h  ^^  ^^ 
17th  of  November,  I793>  two  complete  Terms,  in 
which  ther^  mud  have  been  meetings  for  the  admifr 
lion  of  Barrifters^  Students,  and  Apprentices ;  ber 
fide,  three  thoufa^d  pounds  v^ere  received  within 
that  period,  and  better  thai^  oz^e  thoufand  pounds 
expended  on  iQ.cident^l  an4  new  .expences,  without 
a/iy  recognifed  authority  from  the  Bench*  Two  if* 
fuable  Terms  alfo  interfered  without  notice  or  ac- 
count, as  if  the  (landing  rule  of  1780  had  becon^s 
9Xi  illegibh  qncient  record, 

'  If  defedive  entries  merit  fijch  animadyerfion,  im-' 
proper  furplufage  is  entitled  to  equal  cenfure  :  ob- 
jeftions,  poftponements,  and  enquiries  are  exhibited 
in  unneceflary  length  j  then  brought  to  an  abrupt 
conclufion,  and  the  reafons  for  final  decifion  ^n? 
tirely  withheld  from  view.  In  the  preceding  in- 
(lances  the  names  of  gentlemen  need  not  be  conti- 
nued, where  the  obje^  was  contradicted,  defeated, 

oy 


564  HISTORY   CF   THJf. 

pr  co.mpletely  trample  under  foot;  but  favourite ' 
principles  and  perfons  mud  be  protefted  from  pro* 
phane  cxpofure,  or  tha  laboured  machinery  might 
\>t  rendered  ufi^i^f^  whilfl:  baneful  precedents  are 
exhibited,  which  juftice  mud  confign  to  the  con- 
(empt  of  impartifil  and  enlightened  poft^rity. 

Yet  what  cre^iit  ought  an  interefted  entry  or  un- 
publiihed  record  have  againft  perfonai  freedom,  pr^ 
fcriprive  praftice,  or  Statute  Law  ?   It  would  be  a 
bafenefs  well  deferving  feryitude',  in  legal  Prafticers, 
to  fubniit  to  ir\ich  ihallow  defigns.     Where  antiquitj 
lent  a  doubtful,  or  ^ve^  reprobated  example,  it  was 
to  have  biblical  weight ;  but  prinqipies  of  reafon^  oT 
the  praftices  of  heroic  anceftors  were  to  be  treated 
a«  innovation  oy  romance,     f  he  i^t^rnal  concern^  , 
of  the  Society  ref^mbled  th^  pofitioti  of  the  nation 
at  large ;  every  accidental  abufe  of  the  Englift  fjA 
tern  became  a  recorded  authority ;    even  words  re- 
ceded from,  their  ordinary  meaning  to  fopport  tax- 
;xtion,  and  fattdlify  jobbing.    The  reader  has  already 
icen  the  motive  /or  every  variation,  with  the  corrrf- 
ponding  cffeft ;  ^e  will  therefore  feej  no  difficult 
in  a  tranfition  from  interefted  mifreprefentation  to 
the  pen  cf  indifference  and  truth.     The  Treafurer 
was  ut  all  times  (he  principal  officer  of  this  voluntary 
aflbciation,  which  fituation  was  no  further  prciitabie 
than  that  the  party  often  contrived  to  obtain  a  leale  of 
King's  Inns  ground,  and  transfer  the  fartie  to  pof- 
terity,  as  was  the  cafe  with  Sanfry,  Temple,  Lowther, 

Meredith,  and  other  Treafvirers.'  When  the  eftate 

•  •         • 

^d^di  been  (fompletely  difpofed  pf,  all  patronage  or 

profit 
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profit  ceanSsd^  for  the  few  remuning  reftfs  w6re  barer 
ly  fu^cient,  with  termly  penfions  and  adnuf&oa 
fines,  to  uphold  collateral  houfhould  expences.  In 
this  manner  matters  ftood  until  the  fufpenfion  of 
Commons   ^nd   abandoi^ment   pf    Chamber's    ix^, 

An  eirent  then  arofe,  credible  only  in  an  Hiftory 
of  the  Kind's  Inns :  As  the  Society  funk  into  a  de« 
cline  of  poverty,  its  management  became  more  pro* 
fitable.      Chancellor  3owes,  f^tisfied  with  official 
^ittention  to  h|s  Sovereign';  confcience  in  this  inV 
^ftance,  neglefted  his  own.     This  Treafurer  conti- 
nuing twenty-five  years,  and  to  his  death,  contrit 
buted  to  (Irengthen  a  popular  and  profeflional  mii^ 
take,  that  the  office  was  an  ^pennage  to  the  Great 
Seal.    To  that  fentiment,  or  a  difpofition  to  flatr 
tery,   the  reader  will  impute  holding  that  ftation 
open  until  the  appointment  and  arrival  of  Lof  d  Lif- 
ford.     That  nobleman  had  no  literary  tafte,  nor  in- 
deed did  he  render  himfelf  contemptible  by  an  af- 
feftation  of  itf     The  track  of  office  was,  however, 
eafily  attiained.    'The  Steward  gave  him  the  humble, 
but  ufeful  inftruftion  of   receiving  the  rents,  or 
other  profits,  and  being  fatisfied  therewith.     No  aU 
teration  dif^urbed  this  quiet,  until  the  well-known 
Statute  of  1782  threw  in  added'fees,  j^nd  rendered 
the  receipt  more  Ipcrative,  without  any  benefit  to 
the  profeffion,  or  \ifeful  national  obje£t« 

The  reader  cannot  forget  with  what  promptitudo 
a  Treafurer  was  eled;ed  on  the  death  of  Lord  Lift 


• 
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ivhereby  an  andent  and  beneficial  principle  of  Law 
is  nearly  fubverted^  whilft  tKe  folemn  public  opioion 
of  fworn  niiniiUrs  of  juftice  i$  anticipated  or  coua? 
teradied  by  the  concealed  votes  of  a  mixed  body, 
iinguided  by  (imilar  rules,  and  irrefponfible  to  any 
known  tribunal  for  the  due  e^ercife  of  difaetionary 
fiuthority: 

The  Royal  charafter  has  been  in  every  part  of 
fhis  fyftenl  defrauded  of  itg  ancient  influence;  and 
acknowledged  prerogative  through  both  iilands 
trampled  under  foot.  This  novelty  favours  of  de. 
mocratic  craft  or  an  oligarchic  defign,  and  has  fane* 
tified  fchemes  equally  hoftile  to  the  dignity  of  the 
Crow4*  alid  the  intereft  of  the  fubje£t ;  for  a  bar- 
rier 
• 

t  t  Let  us  (ee  how  prerogative  has  been  fmochered  bf  cnftj 
XRtm,  for  the  purpbfe  of .  narrowing  Society  maiuigeiDear  int^ 
party  control.  Mr<^  Ifaac  Corry  is  a  Barrifter^  and  ym  for  fome  • 
years  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  j  Sir  John  Newpon*  the 
prefent  pofleflbr,  is  alfb  a  Barrifter.  The  ufual  compliment  due 
to  that  high  judicial  Oration  has  been  withheld  by  this  abfurd 
limitation.  Earl  Donoughniore  is  a  Barrifter,  whom  legal  de* 
fceot  might  intro4uce»  and  Exchequer  iituation  entitle,  to  fimi- 
^ar  rank.  Earl  Buckingham/Iiire  is  heir  to  as  great  a  Judge  as 
ever  graced  Weftminftcr  hall.  Mn  Wefley  Pole,  a  defcendan: 
of  many  ancient  Iriih  Judges,  and  even  of  an  original  Grantee 
in  1542.  Earl  Limerick,  heir  to  that  true  Patriot  Lord  Vif- 
count  Pery.  Ear)  Granard,  heir  to  the  mod  spirited  oppoferof 
James  II.  ^d  what  op^^rates  with  me  as  a  ^reat  collateral  toeric, 
brother-in-law  to  Earl  Moira.  Would  the  preceding  lift  repub- 
licanife  a  legal  Society,  or  tarniHi  an  honorable  roll?  In  the  Char- 
ter we  fee  the  Scyu^ours,  yet  they  as  well  as  the  Knoxes,  ofli- 
e^rs  of  Kin^s  Bench  a^d  CotiuX)on  PIcas|  whether  disfranchlfed 
•  ./  withotj; 
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tidf  is  oppofed  ta  hU  Majefty^  and  the  profefidn 
by  the  limitation  of  jRenchers ;  cooptation  confirms 
the  malady^  and  creates  a  mutual  inter^ft  to  ptote^ 
iuch  ibufes  as  accic|ent  or  ^eifign  may  introduce  ereti 
into  the  beft  regulated  fyftem.  Thd  introduOionl 
of  Attornies  apptenti(!e3  did  thefe  young  perf^ns  no 
feryice,  and  fl^^d  an  improper  ftigma.  Upon  then: 
mailers.  The  admij^on  and  termly  at^Ondance^f 
Students  imply  edly  repealed  exifting  Statute 
Law,  and  tended  to  a  future  fev^rance  <^  -feoth  king- 
doms, pref^nting  to  that  horrid  principl&a  precedettt 
and  apparent  excufe^ 


,.  .,. 


If  any  part  of  the  coffWwity  flnmld  diag  to  4 
conftitutional  ujpum  of  both  iflinds  with  added. vjk 
g<Mir  pr  energy,  it  ipuft  be  the  fegM  body*  Wa$ 
King's  Inns  managen^ent  tp  he  purchafed  a(  fo  (k^ 
tere  an  expence?  Yet  without  fuch  a  viw^  wlwtt 
could  be  fo  befotted  as  the  change  of  fituatioii  br 
youth&l  ftudy  ?  Nor  were  the  periods;  of  adoptiott 
and  revival  lefs  alarming  than  the',  principle  )tf^4 
At  the  former  moment, 'iri  theyeat  178b,' the  con- 
nexion of  this  country  ^^ith  Engl^md  had  almoft  b$* 
eome  merely  foederal)  preceding  Le^gal  rmifmterprd- 

tatiod^ 

t^uhout  caufc  afid  entry,  ot.npe  tjtQad,  boUi  (^ft^  ^  ly^  QQ* 
der  fimilar  profcription*'  with  about  twelve  of  his  ^ajeftj's 
counfeU  two  Serjeants,  the  Solicitor  Genera},  a  M^ftctr  in  Chan- 
tcry,  and  the  Utter  Bar.  If  King's  Inns  innovators  were  equally 
Tcfpeflable  for  birth^  cotirdge,  fortune,  or  talent,  fuch  a  catar- 
logue  might  relieve  <he  feeUngs  bf  vain  perfony,  as  if  the  Soei« 
€ty*s  internal  tyranny  ai^  f finder  received  an  f^detfwt^  conntei^ 
]^oife  in  the  ludreof  dignlBed  oppreflbrs^ 
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tation^  and  ^med  fupremac j  of  £ngllffi  Govtrtt' 
ment,  threatened  its  utter  fubveriion.  In  the  ytsac 
1 792,  rdpnblican  maxims  were  circulated  widi  ah 
tnfahe  induftry,  and  the  legal  links  between  both 
kmgdoms  branded  with  the  harfli  and  unmerited 
names  of  Englifii  tyranny  and  Irifli  fetvitode  \  nor 
was  my  fear  without  foundadon,  or  the  pimcipfe 
permitted  long  to  flumber  in  abeyance. 

In  tfibryTerm,  1793,  three  Students  applied 
for  a  call  to  the  IriOi  Bar,  merely  by  anfwering  the 
iiew  created  slttendance  at  the  King's  Inns.  Pc^ons 
fmfwom  may  wilfully  opunknowingly  overlook  anan^ 
dent  Statute,  and  even  affed  to  confider  it  oUblete  $ 
tvhilft  tl)e  Chancellor  and  judges  are  bound  to  re- 
member and  obferv^  the  endre  ekifting  eode«  The 
prevalence  of  public  fentintient  was  thereby  eihi- 
bited  with  an  tnconiiderate  vanity  in  the  individuals 
to  create  a  new  legal  precedent^  which  mischief, 
however,  originated  from  obMging  Students  to  at- 
tend at  King's  Inns  in  defiance  of  ufeful  practice  and 
Statute  Law.  interefted  innovation  and  eccentric 
claims  mark,  in  chequered  variety^  different  Mem- 
bers for  the  laft  fifteen  years.  The  mild  or  quiet 
fpirit  of  calm  and  difinterefted  men  wsts  unequal  to 
liphold  habitual  and  corred:  principles  againft  the 
aftive  perfe^erance  of  vain  or  defigning  refbrmers. 

But  if  the  profeilioh  is  roufed  into  a£lion,  inter- 
ference  fhould  be  exerciled  w^tfa  cool  wifdom  and 
public  fpirtted  views  :  fuch  condudt  forms  the  only 
fpeciCic  which  can  radically  corred  or  teinov^  thefe 

fingulat 


fiflgulat  and  irregular  variations*  Let  ail^lent  GAU 
toms  meet  proper  refpeft  wifhout  iervile  adherence^' 
and  neceflary  alterations  be  adapted  to  the  b^efit  o^ 
future  generations  without  attendiiig  to  the  tniniienft 
htxmbur  of  the  prefent  time*  Legal  ftudy,  unfe^ 
duced  by-  avarice  or  ambition,  incliiies  men  to  che^ 
riih  order  and  well-balanced  authority.  Such  istbd 
fyftem  t^hich  the  Englifli  code  exhibits  in.  theory, 
and  enforces  by  pra6lice;  it  mud:  therefore  be  a 
folecifm  that  legal  Pradicers  (hould  nc^,  within  their 
own  circle,  eftalblifli  that  integrity  and  freedom  of 
which$  through  fedetyi  they  are  the  kiiowji  intcm 
prefers^ 

The  King^s  Jnns,  as  a  voluntary  afibciation^  can 
fanftify  correal  arrangement,  and  if  an  A£l  of  Par^ 
Kamerit  be  requifite,  the  whole  body  may  concenter 
their  judgment^  and  poffibly  anticipate  the  voice  of 
national  wifdom.    Let  an  attainment  of  power  ot 
feparate  rank  eeafe  to  be  the  chief  objeft,  and  the  . 
Society  will  no  longer  fullain  a  blemifli  by  rules 
which  afe  either  unknown^  or  when  publlflied  ex- 
cite, alarm  and  difcontenti      Pi^edih^  evils  may 
thus  operate  as  an  ufeful  lefibn^  and  fenciful  orders^ 
which  have  lopfened  our  conne:^on  >9^ith  the  lifter 
kingdom,  yield  to  new  bonds  of  internal  concord^ 
and  fettled  refemblance  to  the  Engliih  fyftem. 

The  moft  ruinous  vice  of  our  time  is  an  hafty 
artd  felfifli  fpirit  of  reforim«-rCamcleon.like,  it  af- 
fumes  every  ihapi,  and  afFefts  to, relieve  mank;ind 
from  the  trouble  of  taking  care  of  their  proper  in- 
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terefti  Vfert  all  exifting  Benchers  ekdmmed^  and 
deceafed  brethren  mvoked  for  the  awfiil  purpofe^ 
how  few  Yroiild  avow^  or  eiren  recollefki  the  ierefal 
noTeldes  collefted  in  the  preceding  pages^  The  rea-» 
der  muft  excufe  m^  for  adding^  though  recent  Ai 
period,  and  authendc  the  documents^  my  fituacioa 
frequently  refembled  that  of  the  painter  who  trem^^ 
t>Ied  at  his  own  drawing,  merely  becaufe  the  {»c- 
ture  was  naturaL  tn  whatever  cquntry  reYoludons 
prove  fttcceTsfuI,  or  innovations  become  the  ruling 
erder  of  the  day,  the  after  in  fuch  bufy,  ai^dgeae* 
rally  gnilty  fcenesy  will  feel  a  fimllar  furprife  if  be 
furvives  to  perufe  that  hifloric  page ;  whilft  aotben* 
tic  fads  mud  favouf  of  romance,  when  compared 
to  the  profefled  fchemes  of  parties  on  th^  outfeti 

• 

By  what  enchanhn^t  could  Malone  ot  Tttdzti 
anticipate  the  exifting  fituadon  of  the  King's  Inns^ 
if  the  profeflion  exhibited  an  uncommon  etevauon 
of  obfcure  men,  an  imblufliing  forwardneb  com« 
bined  with  an  atdent  appetite  for  power,  and  an  tm- 
difguifed  purfuit  of  feif-intereft  with  sr  perjured  de- 
nial of  fuch  intention,  an  awful  change  would  Jbi 
predided  j  but  fhould  the  fearful  evem  be  verified 
by  a  variation  of  liberal  rules^  and  gentlemanly  cuf- 
toms  for  tyrannic  mandates  and  pedantic  exercifes^ 
indignation  muft  fmother  furprife.  Even  in  that 
hot-bed  of  legal  or  political  reform^  the  Gallic  na- 
tion, a  greater  thirft  for  dominion^  a  more  arrogant 
difpofition  to  abufe  it^  or  a  more  concealed  manage- 
ment for  the  attainment,  has  not  been  dif&)vered  or 
difplayed* 

Fortunately 
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tortdnately  the  liieans  to  ftreiigtken  oi  perpetu- 
ate this  mifchief  are  on  the  decline.  Oiir  incqrpo- 
vation  with  the  fider  kingdom  mu(t  bring  the  influ- 
ence of  local  fii^on  of  growing  reparation  into  ad^ 
ded  difrepute.  the  Britifli  Empire  is  interefted  in 
this  great  ineafure ;  honor  or  infamy  muft  therefore 
proportidn^bly  attend  individuals  who  re-eftablifli 
former  order,  or  confirm  the  diiloyal  change^  Prin« 
ciples  require  adoption  which  do  not  lead  to  an  in- 
dulgence of  power^  partiality,  or  jobbiiig,  but  the 
permanent  benefit  and  juft  prote^ion  of  all  legal 
Pjra£ticers* 

'be  it  feoietobetedy  that  heavier  taxation  has 
Ibeen  levied  m  Ireland  for  the  King's  Infns  within  thci 
hot  fifteen  years,  than  Great  Britain  exafted  of  ex- 
pended for  fimilar  purpofes  in  half  a  century.  Mean* 
timej  has  aife£led  reform  led  to  improvement  ?  whe- 
ther referred  to  projected  Chambers^  legal  leftures,- 
claflical  lemming,  or  conftitutional  inilrudion.  Have 
the  proihifed  rules  been  fteadily  adhered  to^  or  only 
Upheld  and  receded  from  as  felf-intereft  of  party 
principles  infpire  i  As  the  fpirit  of  innovation  ex-' 
tends  its  moft  powerful  operation  over  future  Mem- 
bers, in  what  manner  will  the  morality  of  youth^ 
among  a  free  people,  be  afFefted  by  a  vifible  abufe 
of  ufurped  power,  a  negligent  abandonment  of  con- 
fidential duty,  a  dire£l  breach  of  truft^  of  an  obfti- 
iiate  adherence  to  dete^led  error. 

The  inftitution  merits  perpetual  eftablifhmentj  and 
^hen  alterations  correfpondent  with  our  imperial 

(^  q  connexion^ 
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connexion,  and  afEmilating  thereto,  are  adopted^ 
there  can  be  ho -doubt  of  2I  general  concurrence  in 
the  ufeful  defign.  The  fir  ft  movement  to  this  great 
6nd  willtJe  an  immediate  publication  and  proper  dif- 
trfbutioTT  of  the  termly  accounts ;  to  the  obferrancc 
of  which,  stti  eJrifting  atid  moft  nfeful  rule  binds 
the  pftoper  parties ;  otherwife  Kng^s  Inns  concgns 
tsrill  be  as  unknown  in  Dublin,  as  at  Madrafe.  Go- 
temrtent  and  Parliament  may  then  elncouragc  the 
Inffitution  by  the  payment  of  a  juft  dd^t,  for  up* 
^ards  of  50,00©!.*  attaches  as  eompenfatioa  for 

th€ 

*  Let  fiWcoAcifely  ftate  theettent  and  foundaUionof  cfats  im-' 
portanc  claiin  1  hoMrever,  prevbus  to  a  Mii  fettfeioeDt'oi'  ML 
eompenfation,  the  real  amount  can  be  afcertaiaed  with  iotegrity 
and  procifion.  Six  hundred  and  thirty^four  feet,  or  upw^s,  of 
King's  Inns  e(^ate  Has  been  occupied  and  biiilt  upon  hj  Govcm- 
hient  for  gre^ac  natfoY)al  piTrpofes,  tinder  the  etprefs  diredhon  of 
Parliaaaent.  One  guinea  aiid  an  half  per  fo6c'  caSkt  bt  cMf 
got  for  this  front  ground^  which  alio  'eitends  one  buAdfed  an^ 
Tixcy  feet  ia  depth.  A  rude  eftiinate  makes  the  annual  Income 
one  th ou fa nd  pounds.  Thus,  fince  the  year  1776,  30/)00L  has 
become  due. 

■  Government  fhatrhave  their  ele^ion  to  pay  this  moderare 
.perpetual  rent,  or  to  become  the  proprie^rs  bypurchafe.  Where 
fuch  an  honeft  folveAt  tenant  is  iupeifeinon,  and  under  extreme ly- 
nioderate  terms,  I  cannot  rate  the  inheritance  at  lefsthan  twenty 
years  purchafe.  Thus,  50,0001.  remains  due  to  the  Society  of 
King's  Irtns.  The  valne  of  many  hundred  fqu^re  fec^  arc 
nor  included,  bfit  which  have  been  attuche^  round  faid  bui1din|s 
to.  render  them  fec^re  fironi  fire';  this  would  carry  correct  calcu* 
ktion  to  nearly  double  the  above  fum.  The  kingdom  at  large, 
and  Dublin  in  particular,  will  condder  full  and  inftant  compen^ 
iktion  a  wife^  an  honeft^  and  popular  ^Ct^    Snch  a  legal  fixtute 
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the  ground  now  under  the  Four  Courts  and  Public 
Offices.    This  fund  will  remove  evexy  embarratf* 


ment« 


As  the  reader  muft  be  fatisfied  that  it  is  equal  t6 
the  completion  of  the  Public  Buildings,  with  the 
addition  of  a  proper  place  for  prayer,  and  a  Confix 
derable  furptus  towards  iht  ereftion  of  Chambers, 
that  fund  will  alfo  afford  an  immediate  fupply  to 
the  Library,  x^hehever  that  part  of  the  building  ap-^ 
propriate  thereto  is  ready  for  the  reception  of  books* 
Were  the  whole  grant  a  voluntary  effufion  of  Roya) 
inunificence  and  parliamentary  wifdoiti.  It  muft  re- 
flect honor  on  both^  and  be  gratefully  felt  as  a  po- 
pular meafure  by  ev^ry  friend  to  his  fcing  and  Couli* 
try.  It  will  form  a  dignified  epoch  in  Irifll  Hiftory, 
that  after  the  political  convulftons  of  the  laft  fifteen 
years,  a  Temple  was  ere^ng  in  this  favoured  ifle, 
Confecrated  to  Liberty  and  Law;  and  that  the  preC* 
fure  of  war  fo  lictle  kffefted  public  peade  ot  profpe- 
rity,  in  a  national  or  financial  point  of  view,  as  not 
to  abrogate  ot  fufpend  the  execution ;  whilft  the 
Continent  groSined  under  hereditary  tyranny,  or  the 
more  degrading  dominion  of  felfifli*  innovation  and 
hypocritic  reform. 

The  great  preparatory  ftep  to  this  King^s  Inns 
eftablifhment  will  be  a  correft  arrangement  of  pre- 

C^q  2  ceding 

will  not  only  pleafe  lo^l  flh<i  learned  Iriftitneti  of  an  eletated 
tlafsy  but  gratify  the  laudible  p^rejudices  of  an  high-minded  po-* 
pulace#  and  furni/K  them  with  a  new  motive  to  revere  ancient 
I^w>  eftabliilied  Monarchy «  and  acknowledged  Freedonu 
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ceding  managetbent  and  exifGng  accounts.  1^^ 
fyftem  of  the  laft  fifteen  years  exhibits  a  pTominenc 
feature  of  the  times,  and  (it  muft  be  added  with  in- 
dignant grief)  of  the  country,  in  the  unfettled  flate 
of  pecuniary  concerns  between  the  late  Trcafurcr 
and  the  King'i  Inns  Society  at  the  time  of  hh  death, 
(lis  recdpts  and  difburfenients  were  not  audited  for 
fhe  nine  preceding  years.  Such  negledl  was  highly 
criminal  in  itfelf,  though  no  lofs  ihould  refult  there- 
from. This  fable  memorial  forms  an  original  pre- 
cedent fuited  to  a  iingular  hiftory,  and  which  merita^ 
the  notice  of  remote  pofl^rity. 

Printed  abftra^s  were  made  out  for  tlie  ufe  of  the 
Society,  and  carefully  diftributed  among  the  Bench- 
ers, or  other  Members.  This  pof&bility  of  an  im* 
mediate  review  aggravates  official  mifcondufi^  which 
mifchief  muft  faievitabty  attend  every  public  body,* 
if  the  party  adminiftering  taxation  has  a  concealed 
or  confined  control  ovf  r  the  iqimediate  audit  of  ac- 
counts.  Let  King^s  Inns^  rulers  humble  themfelves' 
to  the  level  of  MiniftenTand  Senates}  public  cha- 
rafter  will  be  thus  pr^ferved  by  an  encouragement 
of  open  enquiry.  The  legal  profeilion  in  Ireland 
has  received  a  mofE  imponant  change  by  the  Union  f 
as  fe^  praftifing  Barrifters  can  fit  in  Fajrliament^ 
iiich  fituatioA  will  not  form  an  exclufive  path  to 
promotion,  nor  ambitious  parties  find  the  manage- 
ment  of  that  body,  by  direft  dominion  or  fecret  influ- 
ence, equally  interefting.  The  political  ppfition  of 
the  Four  €ourt8  will  nearly  Tefemble  its  date  under 
George  IL  when  a  fsdeable  reprefentaura  was  not 

odennially 
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oftennially  offered  to  the  ambition  or  avarice  of  le* 
gal  Prafticers.  Whilft  Law  and  Politics  mutually 
recede  by  a  lengthened  Kne  of  fcparation,  State 
craft  muft  leflen  at  the  Caftle.  and  the  Cabinet  of 
^London  be  freed  from  Irifli  courtly  control.  The 
abufes  of  aflumed  fupremacyi  or  Influence  of  do- 
-meftic  parliamentary  corruption,  vAll  ttxy  longer 
counterad  the  induftrious  habits  of  Itiffamen :  ittt- 
•proved  manufaftures  muft  attra£t  commerce,  which 
purfuit  will  trork  a  national  change  of  manners, 
and  infufe  p^qu^e$  fimilar  to  ihofe  of  Britifh  fel- 
Jow-fubjefts. 

A  review  and  publication  of  Irifh  eftaWrftmcnts, 
iT^ith  a  faithful  Gomparifon  between  them  and  British 
pradice,  muft  gradually  lead  to  that  defirable  end. 
Thi$  reciprocity  of  literary  and  political  intercourfe, 
wilt  give  added  ftreqgth  to  the  Union,  e?cplode  urir 
tiHfe  national  antipathy,  and  preparp  poftemy  for 
an  enjoyment  of  that  wealth,  freedom,  and  happi^ 
nefe,  which  firm  loyalty,  faithftjl  iinion,  and  un^ 
fliaken  public  fpirit,  wiH  certainly  acquire.  Every 
centory  fmce  the  Conqueft  produced  an  important 
change  in  the  frtuation  of  each  ifland.'  JLaw  ha!s, 
during  that  period,  upheld  a  fuSfa6te  afcen&ancy  of 
progreffive  improvement,  and  thereby  became  an 
pweafing  inftrument  of  imperial  profperity. 

The  introduflory  path  to  that  ufeful  profeffion, 
irith  correft  regulations  for  exiftihg  Members^  bfer 
comes  a  fubjeS  not  unworthy  national  notice  or 
^oyal  countenance.    A  difference  on  that  impor- 
tant 
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tant  poiot  between  EngUfli  and  Irifh  Pradicm  ex- 
hibics  an  anomaly  to  our  prefumed  political  connex* 
ion.  But  when  the  variation  has  produced  perfonal 
and  profeflional  miihi^nagenient,  or  prelents  at  a 
periody  no  matter  (low  remote,  a  profpeftive  repara- 
tion, fuch  grievance  flrongly  afie^  every  part  of 
our  extended  empire. 

The  hoftile  fa^ons  of  Ireland  muft  change  their 
views }  an  interefted  ariftocracy  will  not  be  permit- 
ted to  make  the  ilander  of  opponents  a  pailport  to 
power  or  promotion  ;  nor  legal  and  political  innova* 
tors  confine  their  influence  to  Jrifhmen.  As  fuch 
fpeculation  can  only  be  reduced  to  pradice  by  meet- 
ing countenance  and  fupport  from  Britilh  Senatqrs, 
I  fubmit  thefe  obleryations  to  the  preceding  clailes 
of  adive  ftatelinen,  as  an  inducement  to  an  altera* 
tion  of  manners,  and  moderation  in  feliiih  purfuits. 

To  the  great  body  of  my  countrymen  I  refpeft- 
fully  recommend  a  {lri£t  and  animated  adherence  to 
^lablijbed  La%o.  Great  Britam  within  itfelf  has 
ihewn  what  effect  two  centuries  will  produce  on  a 
^u;i/e  ami  enUrfri^g  pc6^h.  The  fi^ne  period  t^is 
alio '  worked  a  complete  change  in  the  political 
ftrength  of  Ireland,  and  the  perfonal  views  of  its 
Inhabitants.  Unmerited  perfecution  and  fyflematic 
ilander  engendered  an  hardened  bigotry  or  at^cb* 
ment  to  inUchievous  cuiloms. 

Equal  as  Iriflimen  undoubtedly  are  to  the  indent 
Romans 'in  viental  capacity  or  martial  f fir  it ^  let  them 

alfo 
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^o  rival  diem  in  civil  wifdon^,  and  adopt  not  only  . 
the  approved  praftice$  of  united  fellow-fubjeds,  bu; 
^ven  of  political  foes.  Neceffity  enforced  fuch 
ichangein  foreign  lands^  and  patriotifm  ihould  tranf- 
piant  it  .to  their  native  foil.  The  time  has  arrived 
when.fimilar  fentiments  fait  the  native  inhabitants  of 
the  united;  kingdom^, 

The  iqaitative  fpirit  of  Iriihmen  may  be  accounted. 
for  by  the  political  fituation  of  this  country.  Official 
fraud,  legal  tyranny,  and  public  plunder,,  gave  tp 
natives,  unconnected  with  fuch  fadtion,  a  reftlefs 
roving  temper,  apd  coiifirme;d,  in  .exile,  an  hatred 
to  domeftic  eftablifliment^.  What  found  policy 
ought  to  difcourage  in  the  reign  of  James  I.  has 
been  $:omp}f  tely  corre^ed  in  our  ^me  by  eftabliihed 
l-aW. .  I^et.t^em  tfeepjip  future  rally  round  a  ftauy 
dard,  v^hiicjb  by  unerring  influence  unites  perfonal  • 
profperity  with  public  freedom.  That  growing'  fen- 
timeQt  will  enforce  the  following  opinion  :  Thgt  an 
^ifimilgtion  pf  IriHi  }^aw*  in  all  ppfliblp  points  with 
i  .    .        :  •  thp 

*  Nothing  is  further  from  mf  mind  rban  mere  imitative  ]i^ni 
formity ;  I  would  profcribe  fuch  fervile  refemblance',  buc  fub^ 
^icute  the  provident  fpirit  of  Engli/li  Law  f6r  incerefled  innova- 
tion  and  unprincipled  patronage.  Calm  reflexion  and  excenHve 
review  may  thus  counteradt '  precipitate  Icgiflation^  as  well  ^s 
purge  the  Statute  Book  from  any  txifting  blenii/h.  The  Trim 
Place  Bill  illuftraies,  as  by  a  powerful  comment,  the  folly  of  ill- 
ponfidercd  imitation.  Th^  Union  exhibited  that  Statute  as  only 
adding,  like  the  conveyance  by  leafc  and  rc-leafe,  ji  new  fen- 
j;ence  or  implied  engagement  to  the  transfer  of  borough  property, 
bu(  entirely  in  aid  of  Government.     Lord  Mansfield's  criticifm 
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the  Englifli  fyftem  muft  in  a  fhort  period  work  a 
material  alt^ratiofi  in  the  political  habits  of  ibp 
people. 

When  that  fortunate  moment  arrives,  the  place 
pf  nativity  will  not  become  a  fubjeft  for  criticilm  or 
cenfure;  the  relative  fituation  of  individuals  only 
attract  notice,  and  libellers  of  either  ifland  fink  into 
jtierited  contempt.  By  this  means  Irifh  eftablifli- 
ments  flowing  frojn  Roya}  bounty  muft  be  feirly 
direfled  to  their  original  defign,  and  rendered  im» 
pervious  to  the  dominion  of  domeftic  faction,  whc- 

'ther  wielded  by  the  talent  of  oppof^tion,  or  the 

'  ' 

llrength  of  ofl^cial  fts^tion. 

,.■'.•. 

A  fpirit  of  dominion  i^nd  luftlbr  patronage  vrm 
the  motives  which  led  to- King's  Inns  innovation; 
thereby:  the  approved  and  ftatutable  appr^aach  to  the 
Irifh  Bar  has  been  obflrufted,  to  the  poffible  dif- 
union  of  both  iflandsj  whilft  the  ancient  liberal 
link,  under  which  Attornies  afTociated  with  legal 
profeflfors,  has  been  exchanged  by  ufurped  autho- 
rity into  unexampled  fervitude.  Interefled  jobbers 
in^y  fmil?  at  fijccefsful  mifchjefs,  which  proclaim 

the 

pn  two  Statute?  merits  perpetual  reoiembrance.  ••  Tbcfe  Ijiwf 
have  been  dire^ed  to  the  fame  objedt,  at  th^  diftaiice  of  three 
centuries  each  hffm  the  qcheri  and  mal^e  new  provifions^  whereas 
the  Com^noa  Law  Mfarranced  fuch,  ai)d  with  more  complete  ef- 
fe^."  The  obferyation  <^f  our  countryman,  Lord  Hutchinfon, 
ihall  be  adopted  in  my  intended  cqiiparifon,  or  review*  who,  10 
ponverfation  upon  the  fubjedtt  faid,  **  Many  internal  Laws^  well 
Aiit  one  kingdom,  which  would  be  unfit  for  th^  other."  A  fen- 
ciuient  alike  pregnant  with  integrity  and  wifdom,  and  Worth j  of 
enrolment  4u  th«  Temple  of  Iriih  Legiflatioik 


the  tritttpph  of  cunniog  Qver  common  fenfe,  and 
oppofe  private  defiga  to  profefHonal  integrity. 

But  Minifters,  Senators,  and  legal  Prafticers,  ow^ 
it  to  their  own  honor,  and  by  the  ties  which  bind 
all  good  men  to  the  country,  fo  reii\pve  an  encreaf- 
ing  danger.  The  manners  of  legal  ftudents  will  b^ 
thus  moulded  to  a  fupport  of  our  excellent  Confti- 
tution  in  all  its  branches.  Uniformity  of  education 
upholds  this  pillar  of  imperial  ftrength ;  for  mea 
accuftomed  to  alternate  fervitude  and  defpotifm  can- 
not faithfully  adminifter  Law  in  a  mixed  govern- 
ment,  as  fuch  vicious  habit  muft  familiarife  them  to 
a  crafty  mifinterpretation  or  tame  furrend^r  of  na^ 
tional  rights. 


rr  Ey  the  Benchers  of  the  /aid  Society^  hav^ 
ing  full  power  and  authority  to  make  and  ordain 
Rules  and  Orders^  for  and  conternifig  the  huji^ 
nefs  and  praclife  of  Attornies,  and  f^r  their 
admijfion  into  the  faid  Society^  as.  Members 
thereof;  amd  for  and  concerning  the  cidmijfton 
of  Students  into  the  faid  Society  ;  and  for  and 
concerning  their  being  generally  admitted  into  the 
faid  Society'^  and  to  Ranks  arid  Degrees  therein  s 
and  far  the  advancement  of  Knowledge  in  the 
fcienu  and  j^aiHfe  of  the  Lena  ; 
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And  being  convinced  qf  the  importance  sf  the 
trujl  committed  to  us^  and  thaz  the  fafety  and 
epjoyment  of  the  PerfonSy  Property  and  Charac^ 
ttrs  of  the  Inhahitafits  of  this  Kingdom^  g'^^^b 
d^end  upon  the  knoniledge  and  integrity  cf 
tkofe  who  are  permitted  fo  profefi  and  pra^ije 
the  fcience  and  bujinefs  ^f  the  J^anv. 

« 

And  conftious  that  as  the  grant*  of  thai  per^ 
mijfton  is  enirujled  to  us^  the  reproach  anderime 
wiU  both  be  ours^  if  at  any  time  we  fhaU  admit 
into  this  Society^  through  fear^  favour^  or  affecr 
tiony  %r  fightly^  or  unadvifedTy^  any  improper 
or  incapable  perfon^  or  finding  him  grofslyjuch^ 
fhallfvffer  him  to  continue  thereiri. 

I 
Thefefore.,  that  the  means  of  information  an4 

improvement  may  be  provided  and  heldforth  to 

all;  and  that  the  Public  may  not  he  deceived  by 

IjhefanSlion  of  this  Society s  name  lavifhed  upon 

the  undeferving^ 

GENERAL 

*  Th<  veracity  of  this  paragraph,  in  point  of  legal  right,  ap- 
.  pears  perfectly  typical  of  the  profcfTe^  integrity  which  concludes 
It.  Preceding  practice  and  authentic  records  contradict  the  af^ 
fumed  ufurpation.  Well  may  a  nation  feel  juft  alarm  when  men 
capable  of  promulging  knoyrn  falHiood  as  eftabli/hed  Law,  were 
Legiflators,  Judges,  and  Statefmcn.  .  It,  hpwever,  received  a 
taint  of  fuch  manners,  whereby  pofterity  will  Hnd  chat  period  of 
Irilfh  annals,    ••  opimum  cafibus^  olrQs^  pralUs^    dijari  jti\\ 
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>m^ 


It  is  ordained, 

I.  1  HAT  from  and  after  the  firft  Dj 
lary  Term,  1794,  all  computations  of  Ti 
Books,  and  Buiinefe  of  the  Society,  |h; 
Terms  j 

*  •  * 

II,  An4r  that  ^ll  Meetings  of  the  B^ncl 
be  in  the  Hall*  of  the  Society, 

in.  That  f^om  and  after  the  faid  Day,  i 
ihall  be  adipittad  a  Member  of  this  Societ) 
fpecially  (as  a  Student)  nor  gipnerajly,  un 
given  fecurity  by  the  ^ond  of  two  fufficient 


*  As  if  Providence  intended  tq  mark  thefe  rules  l|} 
tion,  I  never  knew  a  Bench  meeting  in  the  Hall  of  t 
fuch  have  been  held  in  different   places ;    fometimes 
Library,  in  the  Librarian's  room  j  in  the  Treafurer's 
the  Chancery  Chamber  |  and  before  the  Union,  at  thi 
lor's  chamber  in  his  o\vn  houfe,  or  that  of  the  Parlian 
is  no  triAing  confufion  or  difappointment  to  perfons 
bulinefs  at  fuch  meetings. 


j84  GEKERAL    1.UXES. 

ie^^raUy  bound  in  the  fum  of  looL*  lawful  Mo- 
ney, of  this  Realm,   for  his  obeying,  obferving, 
and  performing  all  Laws,  Rules  and  Orders  of  this 
Sodecy,  and  paying  all  Penfions,  Coaunans,  and  ^ 
Dudes  to  the  lame. 

IV.  That  from  henceforth  when  any  Rde  or 
Order  fhall  be  prq>ofed, .  for  the  better  govemment 
of  the  Society,  the  &me  fliall  be  pofted  up  in  a 
conipicuous  part  of  the  dining  Hall,  eight  Days  in 
Term,  at  leaft,  before  it  (hall  be  confirmed. 

v>  That  no  perfdn  fliall  be  admitted  a  Member  of 
this  Society,!  in  order  to  his  becoming  an  Attorney, 

who 

•  *  Ct^  tliis  prmfidce  was  rendered  oppreflive  by  aa  arbitrary 
^nd  improper  conflnidion  put  thereon.  The  parties  muft  ber»- 
€dent  in  Dnblto.  Thoagh  ittretyihip  is  no  fantrng  tndtf  I  ref- 
coed  the  remaining  parts  of  the  nation  from  this  Qn^nd  tcftric* 
tion.  Having  at  the  reqaeft  of  the  Treafurer  and  Bencli  a3eJ 
Cf  UnJer  Treafutrtr  for  one  enltirt  Term,  when  tbe  clerk  men- 
tioned the  office  ufkge,  I  gave  it  inilant  condemnation,  and  al- 
lowed two  proTinciahy  pollibi/  Worth  40,0001.  to  join  the  pnn* 
cipal  in  a  King's  Inns  Bond  for  100I» 

f  Unci]  this  moment  of  national  and  profef&onal  diigrace,  the 
previous  admiilion  was  never  confidered  an  indtfpenfible  prelimi- 
nary  to  becgoung  an  Attorney,  though  the  latter  fituacion  qoali- 
fed  a  gentleman  to  be  a  K'ng's  Inns  Fellow.  What  man  of  pro- 
feflion  muft  not  feel  a  pride  in  being  enrolled  with  aged  axKl  digni- 
fied brethren«  until  fervitude  rendered  fuch  a  Society  dilgraceful? 
Weiloiinder  Judges  have  not  been  controled  by  fuch  prefumptioa 
^om  EngliAi  Inns  of  Court;  nor  do  I  think  it  would  be  the  k(s 
irCToltod  from,  if  an  evil  ulage  cpntinocd  them  Members  ioflead 

of 
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tvho  has  hot  fetvcd  twenty  whole  Tetms  as  an  Ap-' 
prentice,  to  an  Attorney,  a  Member  of  tbii  So^ 
ciety. 

VI.  That  from  and  after  the  fald  tiay,  no  Attor- 
ney ihall  take  any  perfon  to  be  ^  Apprentice  whd 
is  not  of  the  full  age  of  fixteen  Years ;  the  fame  t6 
be  verified  by  affidavit,  before  a  Judge,  or  Maftel* 
in  Chapccryj  nor  withoot  an  Order  of  the  Bench 
made  npon  a  Petition,-^ftatiBg,  the  number  of  Ap-> 
pienticeS  the  Attorney  intending  to  take'fuch  Ap^ 
prentice,  then  already  has ;  his  place  of  abode,  and 
whether  he  attends  the  Courts  in  Dublin,  or  not } 
the  occupation,  and  place  of  abode  of  the  Parents 
of  fuch  intended  Apprentice;  his  age,  and  the 
courfe  of  Education  he  has  before  pafled  through^ 
Such  Petition  to  be  lodged  in  the  Treafurer^s  Office, 
before  the  Efibin  Day  of  the  Term;  to  be  by  the 
TreafoTer,  or  his  Deputy,  read  to  the  Benchers^ 
and  afterwards  filed,  and  carefully  kept. 

vn.  That  before  any  Attorney's  Cferk  or  Ap* 
prentice  ihall  be  admitted  into  this  Society,  in  order 
to  his  being  fwora  s^  Attorney,  he  fhali  be  exa« 
mined  publicly  in  the  dining  Hall*  of  the  Society, 
in  the  prefenct  of  the  Benchers  and  the  Society, 

•  then 

rf  being  Vifitofs  cf  that  body,  Ti  U  alfo  my  firm  opinion,  thzt 
when  a  cafe  comes  before  an  Iriib  Court  under  the  preceding 
circumftance?,  the  dcctfion  vriH  be  appropriate,  enlightened,  and 
juft. 

•  If  this  dominion  otef  Attoroies  ^A  ancient  and  legal,  ftill 
truth  ought  CO  accompany  its  enforcement.    The  preceding  mum* 
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then  there  atfembled^  by  the  fame  Officers  who  now 
examioe  fuch  perfons,  and  by  any  other  Member 
of  the  Society  there  prefent,  ivha  may  think  fit  fo  ^ 
to  do< 

Viii.  The  petfdn  fo  fe^kmg  to*  be  admitted,  (batf 
dfo  produce  a  Certificate  of  his  *  good  behaviour^ 
ftoiQ.  the  Gentletnan  to  whom  he  ferved  his  apprtn-* 
ticefhip,  if  living,  and  in  the  Kingdom ;  or  an  Affi^ 
davit  of  his  death  or  abfence. .  And  if  any  Mafter 
fiiall  refufe  to  give  ftich  Certificate,  he  fhall  aflign 
his  reafons  to  the  Bench,*  who  fliall  determine  whe« 
dier  they  be  fufBcient  or  not. 

» 

IX.  That 

tnerf  was  liever  intended  for  ferious  exhibition ;  without  a  c&a« 
After  how  could  it  be  enforced  ?  Yet  legal  Pifadliccrs  have  bcco 
hitherto  {uch  tame  and  voluntary  vaifals,  that  there  leeins  no 
law  or  ufage  neceCaiy  to  confeorate  their  fervirude*  The  rules 
under  that  lega)  link  had  the  following  addiytita  :  **  Such  Petw 
tion  to  be  afterwards  carefully  kept  as  evidence  againft  the  per- 
son pro/erring  it,  in  cafe  it  fhould  appear  at  any  fktBre  timCf 
that  aiiy  thing  not  true  was  contained  therein." 

♦  Why  apply  to  the  Bench ;  or  What  had  Benchers  in  Eng- 
land or  Ireland  to  do  therewith  ?  There  is  tot  a  SiikiilU  juris 
Script!  i  Mui  unfcripii  to  warrant  tbitihnotatioo^  I  have  the  At- 
torniesrefoltttions  in  November  1792  now  before  me.  If  that  period 
of  tremor  and  threatened  defpotifindid  not  awe  them  to  filence* 
muft  not  a  difplay  of  ancient  rights  ronfe  (piriced  men  to  a  claim 
of  profeffional  independence  ?  Judicial  authority  governs  us  all ; 
«->that  is  not  fervitude,  but  legal  freedom «  and  widely  differs 
from  an  unfwom  conclave  of  felf> created  governors.  If  tyraany 
Is  only  exercifed  upon  a  few  perlbns,  it  at  leaft  envelopes  the 
profeffioni  and  muft  degfade  th^  whole  body  b  felf-cftimation* 


ix.  That  from  and  after  the  laft  I)ay  of  MichaeU 
tpas  .Term,  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  1 793,  every 
t^erfon  defirous  to  becptne  a  Student  in  this  Society^ 
(hall  by  Memorial  fet  forth  the  Name,  Addition,  and 
Pla<je  bf  abode  of  his  Parents^  and  the  cdurfe  of 
Education  through  which  he  has  before  pafled ;  and 
i^hether  He  haa  before  been  of  any  .  Parofeflion^ 
Trade,  or  Bufmefs,  and  what  the  lame  was,  and 
wherefore  he  quitted  the  fame ; — ^which  Memorial, 
(hall  be  figne^  by.fome  Barrifter  of  it  leaft  forty 
Terms  Handing,  with  a  Certificate  eiidoifed.there-^ 
on,  of  his  knowledge,  or  at  leafl  of  his  belief,  and 
the  grounds  of  it,  of  the  truth  of  fuch  Memotial ; 
and  fuch  Memorial  fo  endorfed  fhall  be  lodged  m 
the  Treafurer^s  Office,  before  the  Eflbin  Day^  of 
the  Term. 

tL.  On  feme  Day  in  that  Term,  to  be  appointed 
by  the  Bench,  the  Memorial  fhall  be  read  by  the 
Treafurer,  or  his  Deputy,  in  the  open  Hail ;  and- 
if  no  objeflion  be  then  made,  and  allowed^  the 
Memorialifts  fhall  be  fpecially  admitted  into  the  So* 
ciety  as  a  Student  in  the  fame ;  and  fhall  then 
declare  whether  it  be  his  intention  to  commence 

his 

ds  Well  as,th&t  o(  all  their  fellow-fubje£ls,  Lctthisrcfpc6table  bo*i 
dy,  at  a  public  general  meeting,  calmly  correal  my  errors,  of 
adopt  for  their  ufe  and  protection  the  proffered  ibield  of  Lawi 
•f  Freedom  j  aftd  of  Trtith. 

^  I  undeHlafid  tha£  at  this  time  the  mc^oriai  mtift  bef  lodged 
R  fiilt  iveei  before  the  effoin  day  tf  Terra.    The  old  edition  4f 
'the  Rules,  in  whatever  hands  they  may  fall,  would  lead  to  er* 
for,  attd  this  material  change  has  not^  I  believe,  been  printed. 


^83  6tvtiLkh  k^LEs. 

lis  Studies  in  this  Socletj,  imniediately  j  or  to  re-i 
pair  to  one  of  the  Inns  of  Court  in  England,  for 
ihe  fpace  of  Time  required  by  La^i 

%u  tfhc  choofes  to  pfxxreed  immediately  to  Engi 
iand,  he  (hall  be  fumiflied  trkh  a  Recomioendatiod 
to  one  of  the  Inns  of  Codrt  there,  for  his  Adndt 
fion  into  the  &me; 

±iu  But  if  he  choofes'  to  dnter  upon  his  Studies 
in  this  Society,  and  fliali  ^erwaf  ds  conform  by  the 
fpace  of  nine  whole  Tends,  to  fuch  Rules  as  are,  or 
ihall  be^  made  by  the  Bench^  for  the  Oovemment 
diereof,  lie  fhall  havis  a  Teftimonium  of  the  fam^ 
and  be  reeommeoded  to  one  of  the  Inns  tA  Court 
in  England^  as  aforefaid< 

xiii.  That  an  jr  Perfon  feeking  to  be  admitted  to  the 
degree  of  Barrifter,  (hall,  on  or  before  the  Eflbin  Day 
of  TerflU^  bdge  in  the  Treafurer's  Office,  a  Cettificate 
of  his  having  kept  eight  whote  Terms,  at  the  leaft, 
in  that  Inn  of  Court  in  England  to  which  he  Ihall 
have  been  f ecommended ;   and  if  admitted  of  this 
Society  as  a  Student,  after  the  firft  Day  of  Hillary 
Term,  ift  the  Year  of  our  Lord,  1 794,  a  Certifi- 
cate of  his  having  kept  Commons  in  the  Hall  of 
this  Society,  and  attended  and  performed  fuch  £x-^ 
ercifes  as  may  be  required,  for  the  fpace  of  m'ne  whole 
Terms,  at  the  leafl: ;  and  fhall,  at  the  fame  Time, 
lodge  there,  a  Memori^,  dire£ked  to  the  Benchers 
of  the  Society,   requefUng  his  AdmiiGon  to  fuch 
^tiefftz  \  and  ftating  the  Tinaes  of  his  Admtffion,  as 

aStu* 
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ft 

i  Student,  into  this  Society,  and  into  fuch  Englifli 
Inn  of  Court  as  he  may  have  ftudied  in ;  and  alfo^ 
his  AgCj  and  the  Day  on  which  he  attained  to  that 
Age/ 

xivi  And  on  the  firft  Day  of  that  l^ernl,  a  Lift 
of  fuch  as  (hall  fo  memorial,  fhall  be  given  to  each 
of  the  Benchers,  and  a  Copy  of  it  polled  in  fomd 
confpicuous  Part  of  the  dining  HalL 

XV.  And  on  that  Day  fennight,  the  Memonali 
(hall  be  read  to  the  Benchers  in  Council ;  and  the 
faid  Certificates  laid  before  them ;  and  they  ihall 
then  admit,  rejeft,  or  poftpone.  for  further  Cdnfi- 
deration,  or  remit  to  a  further  Profecution  of  his 

■  _ 

Studies,  fuch  Memorialift  refpeftively,  as  they  ihall 
fee  juft  caufe  fon    And  the  Treafurer*  fliall  caufe 

Rf  alifl: 

*  This  officer  is  afligned  a  proper  place  in  tht  Chdrter  kules^ 
and  his  duties  explaiiled,  though  no  fuch  are  printed  out 
in  the  prefent  fyftem.  The  Under  Treafbrer  is  thus  defcribed 
in  the  former  :  **  The  Treafurer  fliall  have  a  Deputyi  for  whofe 
afts  he  fhall  be  refpionfible  to  the  Society."  A  patronage  was 
hereby  ufiirpcd,  fubverfite  of  ancient  rulci  but  perfeftly  fyfte* 
matic  of  modem  innovation.  With  a  view  to  uphold  and  fandtify 
fuch  fyftem,  *•  When  a  Bench<  Order  required  the  Treafurer  vd 
give  a  lift  of  officers  in  1301,  th^  name  of  Under  Treafurer 
does  not  appear ;  biit  all  the  duties  of  this  prefumed  temporary 
fervant  are  referred  to  the  principal;  even  the  hours  oT  office  at- 
tendance are  thus  entered :  **  Frofm  twelve  to  four  from  a  fortoighc 
before  the  firft  day  of  Term,  to  the  third  day  after  the  fittings 
in  the  Court  of  Excheqner."  No  rule  was  then  printed  en- 
forcing the  publication  of  termly  accounts,,  though  fuch  exifts 
on  the  Kind's  Inns  book*    This  has  probably  bevjn  thv  caufe  why 

119 
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a  Lift  of  .the.  Names  of  the  feveral  Centtemen  fo 
admitted,  to  be  pofted  in  a  confpicuous  part  of  tlie 
dining  MalL 

XVI,  Provided,  always,  that  none  of  the  forego-* 
ing  Rules  or  Orders  (hall  extend  to,  or  affed  any 
Perfon  vrho  (hall  have  been  entered  in  the  Books 
of  ttis  Society,  or  any  of  the  Inns  of  G>art  m 
England,  or  who  have  been  bound  Apprentice  to 
an  Attorney,  and  his  Indenture  enrolled  before  the 
firft  Day,  of  Michaelmas  Term,  1793;  ^^^  every 
Student  applying  to  be  fo  called,  to  keep  the  whole 
of  that  Term  in  which  he  ihali  apply. 

xvii.  That  for  the  Accommodation  of  all  Mem* 
bers  of  this  Society,  Commons  (hall  be  provided  in 
the  dining  Hall,  during  the  Law  Term ;  and  in  Va- 
cation, during  the  fitting  of  the  Court  of  Exche- 
quer.^    And  the  Time  ihall  be  divided  and  com- . 

puted 

noab(tra£b  appear  in  print  for  the  Society  4  infpection&ncc  Tri- 
nity Tenn,  1803.  Itisrnj  firm  belief,  that  the  accounts  have 
been  made  up  with  rq^ularity,  but  official  delicacy  and  intrinfic 
right  enforce  a  public  exhibitions  befidesr  afllduoas  indnftry  may 
enable  me  to  corre£t  any  poifible  error  or  forgotten  matter;  ho- 
neft  perfoos  muft  often,  from  ignorance^  overlook  or  abandotk 
well-founded  claims  or  ri^^ts— Mny  rcfearch  is  at  the  Society  a 
i«r?ice  without  expence^  notoriety,  or  delay* 

'  *  Commotis  now  end  on  the  lafl  day  of  the  Law  Term,  and 
commence  on  the  firft  fitting  day.  It  was  ufual  to  fend  a  gallon 
of  wine  as  a  prefent  from  the  Bench  tabl^  to  the  fenior  Barrifter 
and  (^ni#r  Attomey^s  meis.     Commons  were  curtailed  to  aboif/h 

thFs 
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pitted  by  half  Weeks,  to  commence  oil  Mondays 
and  Tburfdays ;  fo  that  if  the  firft  fitting  Day  of 
Term  ihall  be  on  Monday,  or  Tburfday,  that  day 
ihall  be  the  firft  Day  of  the  firft  half  Week.  But 
if  the  firft  fittipg  Day  of  Term  (hall  be  Tuefday  or 
Wednefday,  Friday  or  Saturday,  then  the  firft  half 
Week  to  commience  on  Thurfday '  or  Monday  foU 
lowing*  / 

:tv2ii.  But  if  alny  numbet  of  Gentlemen,  Mem* 
bers,  of  the  Society,  not  lefs  than  fen,  Ihail,  for 
their  own  convenience,  chufe  to  enter  into  Com- 
mons at  an  earlier  Day,  or  to  continue  longer,  the 
Caterer  (hall  provide  for  them ;  and  all  the  Servants 
attend  on  Days  notice^  for  that  purpofe, 

left  by  fuch  Gentlemen,  in  writing,  fpecifying  their 
l^umber  and  Names,  with  the  Porter.  Such  Com- 
mons, however,  not  to  be  deemed  Commons^  kept 
in  j[)uifuance  of  any  Order  of  this  Society! 

XIX.  The  fecond  Thurfday  in  each  Tefm  to  be 
kept  as  Grand  Day^  and  Exceedings  on  that  Day 
f o  be  at  the  Expenfe  of  the  Society^ 

« 

R  r  2  XX.  The 

this  expence  and  that  of  the  Bench  table,  which  was  intituled 
to  a  fimilar  quantity.  At  no  period  was  luch  indulgence  gnnted 
to  the  feniar  Student^s  mefs  i  all  wine  is  jk  this  time  paid  fou 

♦  In  the  Charter  Rules,  Commons  art  not  diredly  intro- 
duced, though  reference  is  oftenf  made  thereto.  ^  fingulat 
mniJUiw  I  but  the  framers  indulged  fuch  an  appetite  for  dclpo^- 
ifmt  as  toiinkthe  Society's  regular  fttfteoance  for  the  promotioa 
erf  that  favo«ri(e  endrf 
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xx«  The  price  of  Commons  to  be  fixed  by  the 
half  Week ;  and  in  order  that  the  Caterer  may 
kno^  the  number  for  ivhich  he  is  to  provide,  every 
Member  of  the  Society,  intending  to  come  into 
CotYimcMis,  Aall  pay  the  IVice  of  the  half  Week's 
Commons,  at  leaft  ^e  Day  before  the  firft  Day  of 
that  half  Week,  at  the  Treafurer^s  Office,^  and 
fliall  receive  a  Ticket  for  the  fame,  which  is.  to  be 
delivered  to  the  Porter  the  firft  Day  the  Perfon  fo 
paying  goes  into  Commons ;  and  m  Iflte  Bsanner 
every  fucceeding  half  Week« 

XXI.  Dinner  fo  be  on  the  Table  precifely  It  five 
o'clock  in  Hillary  and  Michaelmas,  and  at  half  paft 
Four  in  Eafter  and  Trinity  Terms,  and  the  Hall  to 
be  completely  cleared  in  two  Hours  after.  N.  J3.  Five 
is  BOW  the  fixed  Hour  in  every  Term. 

XXII.  That  every  Member  of  this  Society,  that 
has  been  or  fhall  be  admitted  fmce  the  fird  Day  of 
Eafter  Term,  ^792,  {hall  keep  and  attend  Com- 
mons in  the  dining  HaU,  as  follows;  or  for  each 
Day's  Abfence  pay  to  the  ufe  of  the  Society,  the 
amount  in  Value  of  two  Days  Commons,  as  rated 
for  that  Term,  or  Vacation,  in  which  he  (hall  fo 
offends  And  if  he  fiiall  fo  offend  in  a  fecond  Term, 
he  fhall  (if  the  Benchers  think  fk)  be  ordered  to 
attend  the  Table,  and  be  admoni&ed«    And  if  he 

fhaU 

*  This  ufefbl  reguIaCion  defer? es  dtteation  aikf  enforcenieiit. 
Terms  can  be  frequently  claimed  as  if  attended;  and  wh^t  is  more 
material,  I  have  known  gentlemen  refafed  r^ular  Certtficaccss 
where  negligence  or  dmnkenntfs  afi^^d  infe^or  officers.  Ob> 
fcrvance  of  this  Rule  prevents  any  miftake. 
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Aall  offend  again  after  fiich  admonition^  he  fluli  be 
fufpended.* 

r 
« 

xxiii*  Each  Attoniey  at  lea(t  one  half  Week  in 
ieack  Term  not  iffuable,  and  one  half  Week  in  each 
firft  and  laft  Week  in  each  ifluable  Term,  and  at  his 
Pleafure  in  Vacations. 

m 

.  Provided,  however,  that  no  Attorney  who  has 
been  fwom,  and  conftantly  pra&ifed  for  more  than 
twelve  Terms,  and  has  a  fettled  piece  of  Refidence 
in  Publin,  ihall  be  obliged  to  keep  mor^  than  one 
Jiatf  Weefcf  in  any  one  Term,* 

XXIV.  That  every  Student  fliall  keep  two  half 
Weeks  in  each  Term,  and  four .  half  Weeks  in  the 
Term  in  which  he  (hall  memorial  to  be  admitted  to 
the  Degree  of  Barrifter. 

XXV.  And  every  Barrifter  of  lefs  than  twelve 
Terms  ftanding,  one  half  Week  in  Term,  and  one 
|n  Vacation.     And  every  Barrister  of  twelve  Ternis 

ftanding, 

«  An  Trirtiraan  ought  to  be  fufpeiided^  not  from  the  King's 
Inns  Society,  but  from  that  of  his  coiintry  who  would  attend  to 
fuch  unwarranted  tyranny.  The  expence  of  a  Charter  I  juftly 
complain  of,  when  its  mod  exceptionable  enaftment  is  thus  qui- 
etly enrolled  and  carefully  concealed,  until  time>  the  confumer 
ff  other  things»  fandifies  the  fyftem. 

t  This  is  an  obliging  indulgiencet  where  attendance  was  aei- 
thcr  If^gally,  nor  by  prf^feflional  ^Smou^  required. 
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{landing,  and  not  exceeding  thirty  two  Tenns  Aand# 
ing,  one  half  Week  in  Term« 

And  it  is  hoped,  that  from  regard  to  the  Sodety, 
and  for  example,  thofe  of  longer  Handing,  fiench^ 
ers  efpecially,  will  be  at  leaft  frequent  in  tbdr  At* 
tendance,  both  in  Term  and  VacaJdons. 

XXVI.  The  Benchers  not  to  receive  any  Me^ge. 
or  Information,  ja  the  Hall,  during ,  the  time  oi 
pinner,  but  by  the  IVf outh  of  the  Butler ; — ^and 

The  Butler  not  to  receive  apy  Mcflage  to  be  cair 
ried  to  the  Benchers,  but  from  the  Senior^  of  a 
Mds. 

K^Vii,  Each  Mefs  to  confifl;  of  ten  Perfo^s ;  and 
Vfhcn  a  Mefs  is^  not  complete,-  they  are  not  to  ex^ 
pe£l  the  Commons  provided  for  a  whole  Mefe,  but 
are  to  bp  ferved  in  proportion. 

xxviiu  The  Butler  is  to  take  Care,  that  tke 

*•  ■     •  •  "•• 

IVIeiTes  ^e  full,  and  to  fill  up  any  broken  Mefs  from 
the  Table  next  below,  fo  that  there  may  not  be 
more  than  one  broken  or  incpmplete  Mefs  oa  either 
fi4e  of  the  HalL 

X 

XXIX.  Bar- 

•  *  This  lingular  reftri^lioa  flowed  in  untfon  with  the  general 
fyfteni.  The  vice  of  trencher  ariftocracy  was  encouraged  to  de- 
lude foolst  and  ftill-funher  degrade  the  profeffion.  Negro  chlef^ 
in  like  tnanner  difplace  their  privileged  flgves*  if  they  pan  ^ 
pqnvifted  qf  hot  being  infolept,  opprefliye  and  cruel. 
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XXIX.  Barrifters  and  Students  to  fit  on  the  right 
Side  of  the  Hall,  as  you  look  from  the  Benchers 
Table,  and  Atiornies  on  the  kft. 

XXX.  One  Mefs,  at  leaft,  to  be  kept  for  the 
Benchers  on  each  ordinary  Day  in  the  T^rm,  an4 
three  pn  Grand  Day. 

XXXI.  That  the  Commons*  be  the  lame  at  every 
Table  in  the  Hall ;  the  b^ft  of  their  kind  poiEble  to 
b^e  procured ;  and  die  Head  and  Foot  Diil;^,  takea 
together,  to  we^h  not  lefs  than  twenty  jPoiinds. 

jtxxii.  Fay* 

^This  equality  of  MtifTes  was  circulated  as  a  dignified  forbear- 
aiice»  but  it  proceeded  partly  from  craft  and  plain  habits  of  liv- 
ing in  the  King's  Inns  Cabinet.  .  Power  was  their  favoMrjte  naor- 
fel,  of  which  they  claimed  a  qionopoly  at  the  exp^nce  q{  equals^ 
intimates,  at  friends*  Making  a  merit  of  fimilar  dinners  was 
even  a  proof  of  general  (tudied  feparatipn  in  every  other  point. 
Though  it  may  appear  a  profanation  of  Montefquieu  to  apply  his 
fapient  principles  to  mean  manners,  yet  that  great  man  fay5» 
'^'Leading  men  mould  new  inftitutions,  but  when  eftablifhed, 
tj[iey  form  the  fentiments  of  a  riling  race."  Whilll  this  illuftrates 
the  preceding  equality  of  food,  it  proclaimsy  with  prophetic 
ilrength,  that  national  ruin  which  muft  refult  from  protetled 
corruption^or  fraud  in  internal  management,  and  dill  more  from 
cpji^rmed  tyranny  Qr  fcrvitude  in  the  MInifters  of  legal  and  po^ 
Jitical  wifdomr 
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xxxiu 

faytnent^  to  be  made  to,  and  for  the  ufe  of^ 

fhe  Society. 

STUDENTS, 

In  order  fo  be  admitted. 


o     5 


{Fine* 
Stamps, 
Library,  5 

At  this  time  /4P    ^    ^»  Wfli  Monpy, 

3ARB.ist|:rs, 


f  Fine,  fis 

Pay-j Stamps,  lo    o    o^^'jS    '  A 

I  Depofit  for  Chambers  22  15 
^t  this  time  ^^58     5    c,  Irifh  Money. 

The  pepofit  for  Chambers  to  be  allowed  when 
the  Gentleman  (hall  purchafe  from  the  Society, 
Chambers  or  prouufi  to  bpild  Chambers  pn. 

BENCH- 


f  Tbe  Butler  ym  to  cpll^  the  aiinual  Penfiops,  and  keq»  % 
}fo]\  of  names,  to  enter  therein  all  payments  that  are  made,  and 
to  hang  a  fair  copy  of  it  in  the  dining  Hall.     Thefe  praaical 
fchemes  were  diiiblved  by  public  union^  and  eziHing  abnfes 
guire  a  fimilar  exertion. 
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BENCHERS, 
Fin*.  jCh    7    « 

ATTORNIES, 
At  going  Apprentice,. 

]pay-v  Being  Sworn,       i     6    8   ^ 


<  Being  Sworn,        i     6     8   ^ 
/Depof.  for  Cham.  1 1     7     6   C 


The  Depofite  to  be  allowed  as  abore* 

^  In  the  Gsarter  Rules  thefe  important  yrords^  Itfidet  fees^ 
are  added*  but  the  particular  fum  not  mentioned.  What  a  fourca 
for  fraud,  when  promulged  in  a  country  where  places  are  frequently 
valued^  not  by  hopeft  and  authentic  falary,  but  by  ufurped  pet" 
quifites  and  official  plunder.  I  thus  attempt  to  ennoble  the  legal 
profeifion,  by  exppiing  its  poflible  abufes,  and  d|re£ting  fuck 
events  tp  general  ufe.  Their  Under  Treafurer  has  a  competent 
falary*  without  any  permiilion  to  take  the  iligheft  fee  or  civility 
money ;  it  is  even  made  a  penal  condition  in  his  bond,  to  pre^ 
fpme  to  demand  or  accept  any  fuch.  The  Treafurer  is  alfo  an- 
nual, and  the  Benchers  under  a  conilant  mutation,  exclufive  of 
the  ihiftings  in  our  pplttical  hemifphere.  Thus,  favouritifm 
cannot  long  be  upbeldy  nor  o^cial  fraud  eactei)(led«  beca^fe  it  19 
un]uiown^ 
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XXXIII* 

1 

Payments  to  be  made  each  Term, 
Py    BENCHERS, 

Penfions,  ^i     2    g 

jtxxiv.  p.Ypry  Member*  of  this  Society,  who 
I>ays  the  Sum  of  ^5  13  9,  to  have  th^  ufe  of  the 
Library. 

XXXV.  That  the  Societyf  ihall  pay  all  Tales, 
paiiit  ail  outfide  Work^  keep  the  Roof  in  repair, 

fweq) 

*  The- Charter  Rules  fanpofed  an  annual  peii€on  of  two  ponnd^ 
op  Earriilers,  Siuihms^  and  e<u€n  fienchert.  One  pound  anea^jfi 
Attorney »  and  ten  /Iiiliings  a  year  for  the  Chaplain  or  PrcsLchcr  i 
ten  ihillings  alfo  in  like  manner  for  the  Library.  Poxuidage  on  this 
income  alone  would  produce  near  three  hundred  pounds  a  year 
to  the  Treafurer.  This  fyftetn  muff  be  inftantly  z6ted  upon, 
enlarged,  andenforced,  if  the  Charter  Statute  had  not  been 
repealed.  Taxation  wa$  then  confined  to  the  junior  tribe,  hj 
whipb  meaps  100»000l.  b^s  been  levied  upon  the  profeflion  to 
Tfipity  Term,  1803,  apd  bett^  tljan  45,0001.  thereof  wafted 
or  mifapplied,  exclufive  of  >vb^t  expence  muff  attend  a  well 
contpfted  law  fuit.  Such  are  tl^e  fruits  of  undefined  inpo?a* 
tiQu,  concealed  managexpent|  and  upaudited  accoHUts* 

f  Thefe  Rules  were  confirmed,  before  afiy  grpun^  w^  t^e 
for  a  new  fite.  The  whole  fyftem  of  pretended  reform  or  Jet- 
cered  improvement^erminated  in  ufurped  dominion,  unnece&rj 
expence,  and  incefTant  jobbing.  I  infert  this  building  code 
merely  to  give  the  reader  a  complete  copy  of  what  are  caUe4 
Exifting  Rules. 


fweep  the  ChimnieSy  and  carry  away  the  Dirt  of 
ail  Buildings  within  their  Precind: ;  the  Tenant  to 
keep  his  Tenement  in  order  in  every  other  refpeft, 
and  to  leave  the  ^me  in  good  ^d  fu^cient  Re- 
pair^ 

>    » 

XXXVI.  That  none  Ihall  be  permitted  ta  occupy 
or  inhabit  any  Houfe,  Chamber,  or  Office,  within 
the  faid  Precinft,  but  a  Member  of  this  Society, 
his  immediate  Family,  Domeftics,  and  Clerks :  but 
that  other  Perfons  may  hold  Gound  therein,  from 
the  Society,  for  the  purpofe  of  building  and  letting 
Houfes,  Chambers,  or  Offices,  to  fuch  as  are  qua- 
lified, as  above  mentioned,  to  occupy  and  refid^ 
therein, 

XXXVII.  That  all  Buildings  within  the  &id  Pre- 
cin£t,  Ihall  be  built  according  to  Elevations,  fettled 
and  approved  by  the  Society. 

XXXVIII.  That  all  Perfons  whp  are  not  Member 
of  the  Society,  taking  Ground  for  the  purpofe 
aforefaid,  (hall,  before  they  are  admitted  fo  to  do, 
give  Security  by  the  joint  and  feveral  Bond  of  two 
fufficient  Perfons,   in  a  penal  fum  'of  ^(^500,*  to 

abide 

*  There  would  be  fbch  a  general  apd  repeated  forfeiture  un- 
der  this  bend,  that  a  Kings  Inns  Treaforer  mufl  be  apparently 
revered,  and  really  acquire  no  inconiidcrabJe  influence  over 
voters  in  the  City  or.  County  of  Dublin.     How  far  that  woul4 

Promote  legal  learning  or  public  freedom,  is  another  queftioii« 
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^ide  by  and  perform  all  Rules  aad  Orders  of  the 
^odety,  concerning  Ground  and  Buildings  within 
their  Precin£l. 

XXXIX.  That  all  Ground^  Houfes,  Cbamben 
and  Offices,  ^thin  the  £ud  Prednft,  fliall  be  holden 
at  the  will  of  the  Society,*  according  to  the  Terms 
of  the  AdmiiSon^  and  the  Rules  and  Orden  of 
th^  SodeCy, 

* 
3a.  Upon  every  Admiflion,  the  Tenagit  fhall  pay, 
as  a  Fine  to  the  Society,  a  Sum  p(}^al  to  oae-fouitb 
Part  of  the  yearly  Rent^ 

XL  I.  A  Book  (hall  be  kept  by  the  Treafurer,  in 
^hich  all  Admittances  to  any  Tenements  and  Sur- 
l-ender  ihgll  bp  empred  in  ^hpfe  or  the  like  Terms. 


^T  a  CouncU  holden  on  the  Day  of 

in  the  Year  of  our  Lord,  17 
A.  B*  comes  and  prays  to  be  admitted  according  to 

the 

#  This  correfpends  with  the  firft  diviftbn  of  Chambers  in 
1509,  to  which  the  Bar  and  Auornies»  as  Members  of  the  Soct-- 
etj  at  large,  ailentedt.-The  phrafe  in  our  time  equalled  the 
impudence  and  falfliood  by  which  republican  power  is  transferred 
finder  the  civil  kw  to  Roman  Emperors*  Villenage  was  to  be 
fhe  new  feudal  tenure  of  legal  Practicers  in  Irekod.  and  what 
pduft  be  a  greater  fcandal^  it  is  from  fuch  a  class  fut^rc  Rylcrv 
and  Judges  were  to  be  chofen  or  feleCtcd. 


the  Rules  and  Orders  of  this  Society,  to  all  that 

to  hold  the  fame,  to  him,  his 
for  aiid  during  the  Term  of 
from  yielding  and  paying 

to  ihe  fakl  Society^    for  the  fame^   the  Sum  of 
^  by  the  Year,  by 

J^ayments  j    and  jpayi  to  the  Treafurer  here^   the 
Sum  of  ;^  as  a  Fine  for  the  fame*  . 

•  <  • 
♦Whereupon  it  is  drdwred  by  the  BetUrh,  that 
the  faid  A.  B.  be,  and  he  is  thereby  admitted  ac- 
cordingly. 

AT 

*  As  a  wafte  of  better  than  4a,000K.  u()oii  a  reodpt  of 
lOO^OOOL  roajr  appear  nearly  incredible^  the  -fpectfic  anaoont 
ftiuft  gratify  the  reader.  It  woold  ill  correfpond  with  my  feel* 
ing^  of  honor*  to  difplay  any  accuracy  of  ftatement  whete  a  le- 
gal fuit  is  threatened^  or  has  commenced.  The  reader  rnnft  be, 
however,  fatisfied  with  what  clofe  care  I  reviewed  the  abftradts, 
and  that  I  am  competent  to  form  an  opinion  how  far  the  Society 'j 
claim  is  well-fonnded  or  not.  Meantime  delkacy  does  not  for- 
bid a  correct  difplay  of  the  fum  levied  upon  the  profefnoo. 
Better  than  100,000L  was  received  in '  the  Treafurcr's  office* 
Let  us  now  fee  how  much  thereof  has  beeii»  in  my  opinion^ 
wafted  or  mifapplied« 

Charter^  4231.  expended  on  the  Mufic-hall,  and  in  Townf- 
end-ftreet  about  lOOOl.  At  the  New  Inns  better  than  2000L 
As  the  office  of  Treafurer  is  now  difcharged  without  ialary«  I 
feel  myfelf  warranted  to  coniid^r  any  fcts  paid  to  fach  officer  as 
loit  to  the  Society.-  From  Trinity,  1789»  to  Hillary  Term, 
1792,  incluiive,  3371*  lis.;  from  thence  to  Michaelmas  Tenn, 
1796^  inclttfjve,  4580L  135*  od.-j  from  thence  to  Trinity  Term, 

i&03. 
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At  a  Council  hoklen  the  Day  of 

in  the  Year  of  our  Lord,  17        A.  B.  comes  and 
iniTcmiers  to  the  faid  Society,  all  that 
to  uriiich  he  had  heretofore;  that  i&  id  lay,  on  die 

Day  of  m  the  Year  of 

our  Lord,  17        been  admitted  as  a  Tenjmt  for 
the  Term  of  from 

the  Day  of  in  the  faid 

Year^  at  the  yearly  Rent  of  J^  to  the 

fl9e 

1803»  at  tlie  leaft  5001.  per  animint  3750L  Law  Agent,  for  a 
fuinous  A€t  df  Parliuotht;  6501.  Twelve  years  and  an  half 
year's  rent»  to  Jmtte»  1806,  better  than  14,000L  Tipftares 
to  Michaehnas  Term,  1806,  fiill  50001.  Total  hfs  or  vnSst 
as  abore,  36,6411.  Value  of  8001.  per  aAntm  <^erchafg^  ia 
peipetual  lent,  at  eighteen  years  purchafe,  14,4001.  Fdl 
anx)unt,  51,0411.  Let  me  now  ftrike  a  balance  of  what  ftoold 
.he  dedu6ted  from  the  preceding  charge  if  Inns-GLuay  ground  had 
been  bsiit  upon.  Tlie  Tenant's  fine  on  getting  a  perpetuity 
thereof^  1774L  18s.  8d*  His  annual  rent  from  Tfinity  Term, 
1794,  to  Trinity  Term,  1806,  at  261).  U*  Id.  per  annum. 
Total,  313^1.  13s.  Entire  deduffion,  49f71.  lis.  3d.  Thus, 
We  fee  more  than  46,0001.  diverted  to  ufelefs  or  improper  pur- 
pofes.  I  have  not  iirierted  in  the  above  ftatement  the  5000l» 
beftoired  to  the  defence*  of  the  country,  ftill  adhering  t<r  mf 
originat  opinion,  that  fuch  (urn  was  nobly  and  moil  loyally  el* 
pended. 

The  recorder  of  irfeiliec&able  irijtiry  can  (Ally  receive  a  coaii- 
terpoife  to  his  feelings,  from  an  humble  hope,  that  fucb  recital 
may  form  an  ufefiil  and  faving  precedent  to  the  legal  eft^bKib- 
ment  foir  ever.  As  that  enlightened  body  has  been  the  guide  and 
model  for  other  focieties,  its  correQ  interior  reform  niay  fbnCe  z 
national  fpiiit,  and  ini^d  an  ext^nfive  Hiberidaa  attainder  upon 
the  dasmon  of  jobbing. 
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Ufe  of  C  D.  a  Member'  of  thi»  Socjeiy,  ,for  thf 
Refidue  of  the  Term  which  the  .faid  A.  B.  has. 
therein.  i 

•       "*  '5L 

*  •  0*   ■w    *•  •*  ^      w^ 

And  the  faid  Surreilder  is  by  the  Bench  hefii^} 
accepted.  .:-5.^,g 

And  on  the  Day  firft  above  mentioned,  the  (aid 
D.  comes  and  prays  to  be  admktedy-^and  id  on  Z9 
zhave. 

xi.iY,  That  a  Copy  of  fuch  Order,  for  Admit- 
tance, under  the  Seal  of  the  Society,  fhall  be  de- 
livered by  the  Treafurer  to  the  Tenant,  and  the 
fame  (hall  be  Evidence  of  his  Right  to  the  Place, 
or  Thing,  thereby  alledged  to  be'demifed  or  grant* 
cd# 

XLiii.  That  the  Rei^t  received  fhall  be  paid  at 
the  Rate  mentioned  in  the  Order  for  Admittance^ 
on  fuch  Days  in  the  Year  as  the  Bench  fliall  appoint; 
or  according  to  the  Courfe  of  the  Treafurer's  Office. 
And  if  it  fball  not  b^  fo  paid,  or  in  2 1  Days  after 
Notice  given  by  the  Treafurer,  or  his  Deputy,  the 
Tenant  fhall  from  thenceforth  be  deemed  to  have 
forfeited,*  relinquifhed  and  furrendered,  to  the  ufe 

of 

*  Here  was. another  variance  from  e(l»bH/li«d  Law*  Th» 
.  vfual  diftrefs  could  not  faiisfy,  nor  a  ftatutable  ejeftment  ope- 
rate with  fufficient  hsifte.  King's  Inns  rules  fuperfedc  both,  and 
give  to  the  Treafurer  tke  awful  power  of  amoving  by  forfeiture 
and  protcfting  by  (ilence,  as  fupcrior  dircclidn,  perfonal  friend- 
iJiip,  or  political  intercft  would  pcciifiorally  inrpirc. 
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of  the  Society,  all  the  Refiduc  of  Krt  Term  ahi 
Jntereft  in  his  Tenement ;  and  the  fame  Ihalt  be  re- 
feized  into  the  Hands  of  the  Society.  And  any 
Peiibn  who  ihall  enter  into  the  lame,  ot  remain 
therein,  without  an  Order  of  Admittance  from  the 
Sodety,  ihall  be  deemed  a  TrefpaDfer. 

• 

ZLiv*  tf  there  ihall  not  be  any  Perfon  then  a£hi< 
ally  refident  in  the  Houfe,  Chamber,  or  Office^  or 
t£  there  is,  and  fuch  Perfon  ihall  abfcond  to  aroid 
being  ienred  with  fuch  Notice,  affixing  a  Copy  thereof 
on  the  outer  Door,  and  in  the  chief  Porter's  Lodge^ 
ihall  be,  and  be  deemed,  to  be  good 


xLv.  That  no  Perfon  whatever  ihaU,  not  eren  a 
Member  of  this  Sodety^^  be  fufiered  to  occupy 
any,  or  any  part  of,  any  Houfe,  Chamber,  or 
Office,  without  firil  obtaining  Ian  Order  for  his  Ad« 
mictance  to  the  iSune.  And  if  any  Tenant  ihall 
permit  any  Perlpn  to  occupy  any  part  (^  Vus  Te- 
nement, without  fuch  Order,  the  iame  ihall  be  a 
("orfeiture,  Relinquilhment  and  Surrender  of  all 
the  Refidue  of  his  Term  and  Interest  therein.  And 
whoever  ihall  fo  occupy  the  fame,  ihall  be  a  Tref- 
pafier,  and  the  Tenement  ihall  be  reieized  into  the 
Hands  of  the  Society^ 

XL VI.  That 

^  In  1666,  9L  gentleman  was  ordered  to  qiiit  a  Qianiber  is 
the  King's  Inns,  as  he  was  not  a  Member  of  the  Societj  ;  bat  it 
^s  never  pretended  that  the  reiidence  tf  a  legal  man  was  im- 
proper. However,  where  chartered  tfrznnf  did  not  fanction  io- 
fult  or  oppreflion,  rules  cautiouily  plannedi  and  cartfhlly  con- 
cealed, would  cctevej  to  pofterity  a  femblaact  tf  profcifionalaf« 
fent< 
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XL VI.  That  the  Benchers  ftiall  not  be  bound  to 
^dmit  a  Surrenderee,  though  he  (hould  be  a  Mem* 
ber  of  the  Society,  if  they  think  him  an  improper 
i^erfon  ;*  but  in  cafe  of  refufal,  and  if  the  Tenant 
infifts  upoxi  it,  the  Society  ^all  pay  to  him  the  Va- 
lue of  his  remaining  intered  in  the  Houfe^  Chamber 
cr  Office,  to  be  determined  by  three  Perlbns ;  one 
to  b^  chofen  by  the  Benchers,  one  by  the  Tenant^ 
and  the  third  by  the  two  fo  chofen  i  and  upon  re* 
ceiving  the  fame,  the  Tenant  fhall  furrender  bis  in^ 
tereft  to  the  Society,  and  the  fame  fhzll  b«  deemed 
totally  void  and  at  an  endif 

8  f  XLvm 

♦  Tiie  keader  fees  that  dfefpotifm  is  never  forgot— that  ceafe-t 
lefs  purfbit  nerves  every  order;  and  animates  the  change.  Waif 
the  preceding  pradice  borrowed  from  England^  or  any  exifting 
txxle  ?  It  feemed  thus  fettl^d-^to  exclude  men  of  honor  and  pro-^ 
found  learning,  whereby  the  new  inhabitants  would  be  a  confe- 
derated group  of  crafty  tyrahts  and  obedient  flaves4 

'  f  This  termination  of  the  building  rules  points  out  the  pro-< 
priety  of  ftating  what  cxpence  has  hitherto  attended  the  Public 
Buildings,  the  fituation  in  which  they  (land,  and  fuch  fum  as 
may  be  ncceffary  to  complete  the  Hall'  with  the  Library,  and 
•alfo  build  a  Chapel.  Previous  to  Michaelmas  Term,  18o3,  th* 
fum  of  187581.  12s.  3-§d.  was  expended  on  the  Public  Buildings, 
and  an  added  eflimate  of  8690U  was  given  in,  as  requiiite  to 
complete  the  Hall.  Thus,  better  than  270001.  have  put  th« 
King's  Infas  into  its  prcfent  date* 

I  made  clofe  enquiry  from  intdligem  perfons,  and  pronoynce; 
that  about  twelve  thoufand  pounds  will  be  fufficient  to  complete 
the  Library  part ;  even  50001.  would  cover  it,  and  refcue  a 
fiiie  building  from  being  an  imme4rate>ruin,  about  50001.  the 
central  building;  and  what  can  alone  give  grace  or  dignity  to  the 
ivhole,  about  3000L  for  a  Chapel.     Thus,   twenty « thoufand 

pounds 
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XLVii«  That  the  Benchers*  in  Council  aflembled^ 
have  Power  to  amove  any  Bencher  from  his  Seat 
and  Place  therein,  fbr  juft  Caufe. 

ABd^*  that  if  any  lyncher  (the  Lord  Gfaancellor 
and?  Judges  excepted)  (ball  wilfully  abfent  himfelf 
without  Licence,  from  the  Meetings  and  Councils 
of  the  Bench,  for  the  fpace  of  two  whole  fucc^ve 
Terms ;  and  that  when  the  Number  of  Benchers 
fiiall  be  at  any  time  lefsthan  32,  exclufive  of  the 
Lord  Chancellor  and  the'  Judges,  then  the  Refidue 
of  the  Benchers  in  Council  aflembled,  fhall  imme^ 
diately.  proceed  to  eleft,  and  fhall  eleA  one  or  fuch 
otiher  Number  as  may  be  neceflfary,  together  with 
the  Lord  Chancellor  and  the  Judges,^  to  complete 
'  the  Number  of  Benchers  to  45,  out  of  fuch  Barrif- 
ters  of  the  faid  Society  as  (hall  have  been  at  the  time 
when  fuch  Vacancy  happened,  tirfrty-two  full  Terms, 
full  aiid  perfe£l  Members  of  the  laid  Society,  aad 

fhall 

poands  of  tBe  money  doe  from  GoTernment  wilf  fuffice  to  pre-^ 
Tent  preceding  expenditure  from  being  equally  difgraceful  to  cL« 
iegal  Society  and  the  national  charader. 

*  This  fomiidable  and  oppreflive  power  was  embodied  in  the 
Charter,  and  became  properly  a  part  of  its. rules;  it  is  hen 
gravely  introduced  without  any  exifting  Royal  grant,  or  concur- 
rent Stature.  The  above  obfervation  equally  applies  to  the  en- 
tire fyftetn ;  however,  the  Charter  furni/hed  a  loode  of  redrefsg 
whereas  the  esdfting  code  ftands  felf-balanced«  and  would  re- 
duce the  injured  party  to  fupply  that  defed  by  the  ifOfBeiaDrkl 
ftWikji  of  an  Iriihsnan-wWa/  fy  iaitit* 
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ihall  have  duly  and  regularly  conformed  to  the 
Rules  and  Orders*  thereof,  during  the  whole 
of  faidXime;  but. that  the  Number  of  Benchers 
ihall  never  hereafter  exceed  4^. 


TO    THE 

PRACTICER3 

OP 

I  R  I  S  H    I^  A  W. 

As  the  immediate  objeft  of  the  preccdmg  Hiftory 
was  to  direct  your  free  conference  and  radonal  en- 
quiry to  King's  Inns  review  and  reform,  I  confine 
my  prefent  claim  of  attei^tion  to  one  propofal,  which, 
methinks,  will  meet  the  immediate  and^  unanimous 
fiipport  of  the  legal  body.  '  Whilft  many  corrupt 

S  f  a  or 

*  As  RuiTeU's  letters  exhibited  my  earfy  aad  un^tered. poli- 
tical creed.  King's  Inns  extradts  were  nee  neceflary  to  excite  ab^ 
.borrence  of  arbitrary  difcretion;  even  then  I  faid,  ne  Catotii 
quiiiem  credendum^  abfolute  power  /hould  be  truded  to  no  man» 
not  even. to  Martus  Fortius  CatQ^  nor  t;  Charies  James  Fox. 
'Thefe  great  and  pnrivalled  chara6ters  have  equally  tatted  of 
deatli,  and  obtained  its  paffport  to  iminortal  fame*  Entitnled 
though  they  were  to  the  confidenee  of  cotemporaries,  that  dan* 
gerous  gift  fhould  be  Aill  withheld^  yet  the  foriner  fruiii  un- 
bending integrity,  and  the  latter  from  unbounded  benevolence, 
.were  the  mod  likely  of  all  human  beings  to  difcharge  with  wif^ 
^om  and  public  fpirit  the  iingular  but  improper  truft* 
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or  difgraccful  Qoveltics  mark  th0  revival  of  our  Sor 
ciety,  one  dignified  refemblancje  to  Englifli  Inns  of 
Court  has  been  xnnithheld — no  Chaplain  or  Frmcber 
graces  the  King's  Inns  Roll. 

This  delay  may  be  attributed,  during  an  early 
period,  to*  the  well-balanced  flrength  of  joblung, 
^nd,  for  the  lafl:  fix  years,  to  architeflural  expenfe. 
Children  have  fuelled  into  manhood,  and  ^ge  been 
fwept  to  the  grave  amid  fuch  official  hopes.  But  it 
is  time  for  morality  to  triumph,  and  our  body,  un« 
der  an  humane  and  honeft  King,  to  aifume  that  ap 
pearance  which  it  upheld  in  exceptionable  reigns. 
The  old  dining  Hall  may  form  a  temporary  Chapel, 
jind  legal  men  commence  the  new  year  wkh  fuitable 
duty  to  Godj^  the  png,  and  the  Country, 

I  ani  convinced  jjiat  his  Grace  the  Archbifliop 
of  Dublin  will  fanftion  4his  revived. eftabliftment 
witji  becpsning  pride^  and  eyen  hope  that  the  mear 
fi^re  muft  meet  the  apprpbation  and  fupport  of  every 
wife  or  honeft  fellow-fubjeft.  Let  me  then  roufe 
patriotifm  and  profeilional  pride  by  a  fmcere  but  un- 
kfTuming  fuggeftion.  400!.  per  annum  will  enable 
bur  Inn  to  refemble  the  Englifh  originals,  and  fup- 
ply  not  only  a  Chaplain  or  Preacher,  but  alTo  a  fc- 
cond  clergyman,  under  the  name  ojf  a  Readerl 
220I.  a  year  will  anfwer  for  the  former,  xool.  yearly 
for  the  latter,  and  eighty  pounds  be  fafEcient  to  pay 
a  clerk,  with  the  other  incidental  expences.  I  ani 
alfo  inform&d  that  two  hundred  pounds  would  fit  up 
the  Hall  for  this  important  purpofe,  until  a  Qhape( 
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could  be  built  en  the  plan,  and  at  the  expenfe 
herein  before  defcribed. 

•  The  Chaplain,  or  Preacher,  Ihould  have  a  fet  of 
Chambers  whenever  the  projefted  fquare  was  com* 
pleted,  but  no  allowance  for  fuch  under  the  prefent 
circumftances.  Prayers  may  be  given  twice  each 
Sunday,  and  once  on  every  feftival  of  the  Church, 
to  commence  oxx  the  firft  Sunday  in  next  Hilary 
Term,  but  in  each  fucceeding  year  on  the  fecond 
Sunday  in  Oftober,  and  to  clofe  on  the  laft  Sunday 
m  July.  The  equity  fittings  of  each  Court* would 
be  generally  included  by  fuch  attendance,  and  the. 
King's  Inns  Chapel  convenience  alike  the  profeffion 
and  the'inhabitants  of  this  great  and  loval  Metro- 
polls* 

I  do  not  prefs  the  fubjeft  by  a  more  minute  de- 
fcription,  which  defeft,  however, .  proceeds  from  a 
iincere  rel^eft  for  the  Bench  and  the  Archbifliop 
of  Cublin,  who  are  called  upon  to  exerdfe  becom- 
ing piety  and  public  Ipirit^  by  polifhing  the  preced- 
ing outline  into  perfcft  form.  This  ufeful  inftitu- 
lion  may  refcue  junior  Members  from  the  conta- 
gious vanity  of  free  thinking.  When  aged  Prac- 
ticers,  men  alike  eminent  foi*  worldly  fenfe  and  hu- 
man learning,  yould  alfo  appear  deeply  imprefled 
with  the  fublime  truths  of  Chriftianity ;  early  ha- 
bits muft  thus  combine  with  improved  genius  to 
make  ardent  youth  revere  that  tolerant  fpirit  which 
the  Proteftant  religion  infpires,  and  is  fo  faithfully 
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iipheld  by  the  unadulterated  nu^ms  of  Englifh 
Law. 

I  can  fupply  the  preceding  e3q)enfe  by  immediate 
exifting  fupport.  The  return  to  Government  in 
I  So4>  announces  a  fui;plu8  of  income  to  expendi- 
iure  of  above  loook  per  annum,  and  I  l^now  of  no 
channel  for  added  e^penfct  nor  any  corrupt  inno- 
vation viihich  Should  give  rife  to  fuch.  The  precede 
ifig  ftatement  precludes  all  pretence  for  deby;  I 
vrill,  meantime,  give  pei;petuity  to  the  eftablifhment 
by  a  collateral  prop,  yet  juftice  ihall  not  fuperledq 
jobbing,  at  the  expence  of  humanity. 

« 

Let  the  prefent  tipftaves  be  facred,  whilft  their 
mafters  continue  in  ofEce,  and  meet  in  that  man- 
net*  gradual  abolition.  An  annual  income  of  five 
hundred  pounds  will  thus  certainly  fall  in,  and  fupr 
ply  a  proper  permanent  fund.  The  late  Lordg 
Avonmore  and  Kilwarden  were  fo  ftruck  with  fuch 
mifappUcation,  as  to  pledge  their  honors  in  my 
pretence  to  each  other,  that  they  would  fupprefs 
this  King^s  Inns  mifchief.  What  increafc  of  plea^ 
fure  would  it  adminifler,  to  find  that  the  temporary 
abufe  furnifhed  in  ample  refource  to  our  renovated 
Religious  eilabllfhment  f 

^  claim  to  equal  freedom  has  ever  met  firm  foun- 
4at^n  in  my  naind,  from  an  anxious  wifh  to  imitate 
the  manners  of  Englifhmen.  Their .  Inns  of  Conn 
exhibit  a  mild  an.d  moderate  termly  tax  to  aid  in- 
ternal funds  in    fudainiAg    clerical   appointment. 

Irifhmei^ 


trifhmexl  Will  not  Aively  repine  at  a  Aitaht  ctiafge; 
to  uphold  the  character  of  their  country,  and*  ri4tf 
dignity  of  its  legal  eftablifhment.  Ten  fhillings  an-^ 
nually  .were  fixed  by  the  Charter  Rules  upon  Bench- 
ers, Barrifters,  Students^  and  Attbrnies  j  when  ty-^ 
ranny  ftood  repealed,  the  whblefome  provifion  was 
neglcfl:ed,  and  taxation  confined  to  concealed  pur-* 
pofes  or  profpedlive  jobs. 

The  Englifli  plan  merits  revival,  as  it  exifts  front 
time  immemorial  J  and  is  neither,  iiifolent  nor  op* 
preffive.  Students  on  entry,  Barrifters  on  a  calf^ 
and  Attornies  on  admiflion,  (hould  be  fubjeft  there- 
to. Colledtion  from  the  preceding  Members  is  per- 
feftly  eafy;  with  equal  juftice  holders  of  Chaitibers* 
Ihould  pay  a  proper  annual  contribution^  and  be  as" 
in  ancient  times,  extra  parochial.  The  amount  of 
this  cafual  revenue  would  produce  about  lool.  arid 
fo  far  refemble  tythes,  as  to  rife  and  fall  with  the 
internal  profperity  of  the  Society. 

I  am  not  fearful  of  forfeiting  the  friendfhip  of 
brethren  by  the  propofcd  affeflment.  This  firm- 
nefs  and  fincerity  aflimilates  the  Work  more  clofely 
to  the  Britifh  Conftitution,  which  unites  regular  and 
ufeftil  taxation  with  protefted  induftry  and  perfonal 
freedom.  The  Chaplain,  or  Preacher,  fliould  be 
intituled  to  the  above  addition,  for  I  would  confine 
the  Reader  to  a  fixed  falary,  fufficient  for  a  young 
clergyman,  whom  fituation  might  animate  undef 
the  eye  of  a  moft  learned  body  to  clofe  profeflional 
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^urfults  with  an  expanded  view  of  genetd  literatartf 
and  fciezlbe : 

**  Socti  as  <m  U/h^r's  lefttnea  mitres  fliofie; 

<*  Or  beam'd  from  Beridej's  piiilo/bp&ic  throne.'^ 

My  furthd*  communicatioils  on  IBing's  Inns  msiU 
fers  fliall  be  referved  for  private  or  profeflional  con-* 
ference.  Meantime,  the  whole  compilation  is  fub* 
mitted  to  your  manly  criticifm*  Where  no  allure-^ 
ment  of  intereft  or  influence  of  iParty  originates  a 
Work,  the  Autlior  can  mould  his  plan  according  to 
the  fuggeliions  of  wifdom  and  public  fpirit.  Na- 
tional honor  forbids  the  uncontradiAed  currency  of 
Illegal  comments  or  perverted  hiftory — ^for  fuch  I 
ibiicit  neither  proteftion  nor  excufe ;  even  imper- 
fect arrangement  and  defective  compofidon  can  only 
be  balanced  by  legal  correftnefs  atid  ah  unerring 
general  detail.  It  is  my  determination  to  afliune 
real  merit,  by  publicly  retracing  fuch  mifiakes  as 
may  neceflarily  occur  in  reviewing  a  period  of  nearly 
fix  centuries,  and  which  was  fo  deeply  clouded  with 
fidtion,  incivilifation,  or  party  venonu 

A  voluntary  and  original  engagement  boun'd  me 
to  an  obfervance  of  freedom,  firmnefs^  and  truths 
Similar  qualities  will,  t  truft,  animate  the  profeflion, 
whereby  this  Work  muft  be  authenticated  to  other 
fellow-fubjedis  by  your  filent  approbation,  or  repro- 
bated with  proper  profef&onal  abhorrence.    I  am 
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fKJt  confdoas  of  overlooking  any  Faft  from  acciaenf, 
and  certainly  none  from  defign,* 

Matters  are  now  knit  in  ah  iflue,  on  which  legal 
^energy  and  judgment  maft  form  a  final  and  conclu- 
five  verdift  for  the  government  ahd  guidance  of  our 
Irifli  fttcceflbrs.  In  proportion  as  that  awful  truft  is 
difcharged  with  integrity  by  the  ading  parties,  evetl 
fo  may  heaven  deal  with  them ;  as  for  myfelf,  I 
ihrink  not  from  a  iimilar  appeal,  and  thus  giv^  a 
firm  proof,  that  nriceafing  eflforts  have  beeii  exer* 
cifed  tQ  complete  the  pfopofed  talk  with  freedom^ 
-tirmnefs,  and  truth.    . 

B.  T.  DUHIGG. 

^  I  feel  too  much  flattered  by  dignified  Sobfcribers,  to  fuf- 
^pend  fttch  Publication,  except  from  motives  of  indifpenlible  ne- 
ceility ;  but  a  correft  and  couiplete  return  could  no(  be  hitherto 
Jiad  from  provincial  towns,  nor  even  from  fritikis  within  the 
capita!.    Britons  are  alfo  intituled  to  peculiar  attention,  as  vo- 
lunteers, who  encouraged  a  Woric  which  was  noC  advercifed  in 
"that  ifland.      It  cannot  be  unpleafant  to  cotemporaries  and  pof- 
terity  to  afcertain,  by  fuch  lift,  what  particular  legkl  oien  coUth^ 
ccnanccd:fhofe  principles  which  the  Kiftory.  inculcates.     Thli 
reader  may  be  therefore  affured,  that  fuch  Catalogue  ^(I  hi 
'publifhed  with  all  poflible  fp^ecd,  and  diftfibttteJ  gratis  to  the 
;purchafer8  of  ihis  Work. 
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For  Eft&ATA  b  Parts  the  Firft  and  Second,  fee  Page  895. 

ERRATA 

■  • 

h  Part  the  Third,  General  Rules,. fcc. 

Page  425,  line  19 — for  adnifimthn^  T^'di  admnifirmtiw^  Mi 

cfele  the  lafi  letter  of  that  line. 
Page  434-,  line  22 — ^after  mighty  infert  not. 
Page  436,  line  6 — for  difirders^  read  ardersm 
Page  469,  line  17— for  FiUe^  read  FtUe. 
Page  636,  line  7 — ^for  Succejfor^  read  Succeffcrs, 
Page  682,  line  20— for  Varaciiy^  read  FeracUj. 
Same -page,  laft  line — for  f^pruMf  ready^vf/m. 
Page  686,  line  14 — ^for  CkaraBer^  read  Charter^ 
Page  687,  line  21 — Memorialiftst  as  in  the  original,  but  fhould 

he  the  lingular  number.     Thus,  a  faithful  copy  of  fome  ru*cs 

and  orders  enforces  an  apparent  Erratum. 

N.  B.  As  Mr.  Duhigg  means  to  devote  fuch  part  x>f  his  life 
as  can  be  fpared  from  profelTional  pra6lic€  or  official  (lation,  tp 
legal  ftudy  and  publication,  he  is  anxioufty  determined  to  com- 
plete King's  Inns  Remembrances,  or  an  account  of  enijnent  h^al 
men,  from  the  earlieft  sera  in  Iri/li  annals,  and  alfo  aaHidoxj 
of  the  kte  Union.  Such  fellow-fubjedls  as  conceive  that  an  im- 
partial effort  to  illuftrate  the  ancient  and  modern  qunagcment  of 
Ijreland  merits  encouragement  or  fupport,  are  respectfully  folir 
cited  to  fupply  fuch  information  or  anecdote  as  may  authenticate 
and  improve  thefe  Works.  The  materials  (hall  be  properly  ac- 
knowledged in  each  Publication,  and  the  writer's  name  carefully 
^:oncealed«  if  agreeable  to  his -wilhes* 
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